Thank you to all the hard working registered professional nurses in our area (and across NYS, the nation and the world) who are working tirelessly during this COVID-19 Pandemic.  If you even have a chance to read this, here are some things pertinent coming from your state and national professional nursing organizations:
· NYS Commission of Health Dr. Howard Zucker and Governor Cuomo ask that you please share this call for help with any health professional able to support the state’s response. Please visit: www.health.ny.gov/assistance to indicate your interest and availability.
· On March 18, 2020, ANA and 12 other nursing organizations met with President Trump to discuss coronavirus prevention strategies.  https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/work-environment/health-safety/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus/pres-trump-meets-nurses/
· American Association for Critical Care Nurses (AACN) continues to advocate for a federal response to COVID-19. Make your voice heard and send a message to your Congressional representatives. You can access this link even if you are not a member of AACN.
https://www.aacn.org/policy-and-advocacy/use-your-bold-voice?sc_camp=D89A9158E9C34910A638BAF9931DE4F0&_zs=KlMXX&_zl=crB22 
· ANA-NY have been receiving numerous requests from the media for front line nurse interviews during this pandemic. This is an extraordinary opportunity for nursing's voice. If you would be interested in being interviewed to share your personal experiences, send your contact information to executivedirector@anany.org
· On March 24, 2020, Governor Cuomo signed Executive Order No. 202.10: Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws Relating to the Disaster Emergency.  The order allows CRNAs to practice without physician supervision. NPs are allowed to practice without a written practice agreement or collaborative relationship with a physician. NPs may advise and direct emergency medical services personnel. Licensed personnel are immune from civil liability. Pre-licensure healthcare students may volunteer in health care facilities for educational credit without an affiliation agreement. RNs, NPs, and LPNs in good standing may practice in NY without NY license. RNs may order throat and nasal swabs for COVID-19 testing:   https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20210-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency

[bookmark: _GoBack]Nursing and all health care workers continue to be on the front line.   Take care of yourself and your loved ones during this time of crisis.  Thank you for ALL that you are doing.
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