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American Association of Critical-Care 

Nurses - Palm Beach County Chapter 

2020 Acute & Critical 

Care Nursing Symposium 

 

Paving the Road to 
 

 

 

 

 

May 14-15, 2020 (Thu. & Fri) 

Hilton Palm Beach Airport Hotel 

150 Australian Ave., 

West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

#aacnpbc2020 

 

Registration Information (deadline April 25, 

2020):  All nurse attendees are encouraged to register online 

at www.aacnpbc.com. You may also send a copy of this form 

with check/money order payable to: “AACN-Palm Beach County 

Chapter”  to AACN-PBC treasurer: Tyron Arreza, 8986 Chauvet 

Way, Boca Raton, FL 33496  

NAME: _____________________________________ 
MAILING ADDRESS: __________________________ 
     ________________________________________ 
EMAIL: _____________________________ 
CONTACT #: __________________  
Florida RN License # : _______________ 
National AACN Member # :___________ (Must be included if 
paying member’s fee)  
CCRN or PCCN certified: Yes/No (Required for full discount) 
Employer (if any): __________________ 

Take advantage of our early bird pricing!!! Before April 1st Fees 

On or 

After 

April 1  
Two-day registration fees: 

 National and Chapter Member and Certified 

(CCRN or PCCN)  CCRN or PCCN # (req’d) : 

___________ 

$144 $160 

 AACN National & Local Chapter member  $153 $170 

 Non-local chapter member  $198 $220 

 Non-local chapter member JOINING NOW ($25 

savings) 

$176 $195 

 Student nurse (undergrad) $90 $100 

One-day Registration  fee: 
Which day attending? May 14___ May 15____ 

$86 $110 

Student nurse one-day registration fee: 
Which day attending? May 14 ___ May 15 ____ 

$54 $60 

Nurses Cocktail hour for Thursday the 14th (includes 
2 drinks and hors d’oeuvres) (optional) 

$10 $10 

Total fee:  
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Register online at:  

www.aacnpbc.com 

 
Headliner speakers ∙ relevant topics ∙ exhibits ∙                       

networking ∙ recognition luncheon ∙ 9CEs 

 

Take advantage of our early bird pricing 
until March 31st! 

https://aacnpbc.nursingnetwork.com/nursing-events/131050-2020-aacn-pbc-acute-and-critical-care-symposium-paving-the-road-to-unstoppable#!info
https://aacnpbc.nursingnetwork.com/nursing-events/131050-2020-aacn-pbc-acute-and-critical-care-symposium-paving-the-road-to-unstoppable#!info


 

 SPEAKERS:  

                         Megan Brunson, MSN, RN, CNL, CCRN-CSC 
                         AACN President, 2019-2020  
                          Ms. Brunson serves a one-year term as President of the                                               
                         AACN board of directors from July 2019 through June                                                
2020.  She has been actively involved in AACN for more than 15 years, 
starting as a chapter member leading up to President. She has presented 
many times at AACN’s National Teaching Institute, speaking on leadership 
development for chapters.  Megan has also been a night shift supervisor in 
the CV-ICU at Medical City Dallas Hospital since 2007. During more than 20 
years as a night shift nurse, she has focused on securing professional    
development resources for nurses in a 24/7 care environment..  In 2016, she 
earned the HCA North Texas Division Excellence in Nursing Professional 
Mentor Award, and she received the Lois Robillard Nurse of the Year Award 
from Medical City Dallas in 2009.  

                  Linda Littlejohns, RN, MSN, SCRN, CNRN, FAAN 
                  National and International Neuroscience Nurse Expert 
                   Ms. Littlejohns is a sought-after expert in her field. Linda                                                     
                   was a Neuroscience Clinical Nurse Specialist in Southern                 
                   California. She worked at a trauma center in California 
before joining Integra as their global VP of clinical development. She 
also once served as President of the American Association of Neurosci-
ence Nurses. Linda retired from industry at the end of 2014 and now 
consults globally as a speaker and author/editor. Linda has published 
and edited numerous books, chapters and articles and presented topics 
on neuro for over 30 years. She is well known for her 3D anatomy 
courses for trauma, stroke and degenerative diseases in the neuro 
population.  

                    Eddy J. Gutierrez, MD 
                     Critical Care Intensivist  
                      You may also know Dr. Gutierrez as @eddyjoemd, a known             
                       medical personality from social media platforms, YouTube and 
Instagram. Dr. Gutierrez is a critical care intensivist currently practicing in 
Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville, Florida. His eye-opening blogs and 
educational posts help bring forth to his followers relevant subject matter in 
the hopes of keeping our practice in-line with the latest and best evidence 
available in the ever evolving field of critical care. 

                Kathryn Keller, PhD, RN, CNE  
                Nursing Professor and Cardiac Expert 
                Dr. Keller is currently a professor in Florida Atlantic University 
                teaching nursing students in the undergraduate, master’s       
                 degree and PhD programs.  She is Lead Faculty for the 
Nurse Educator track in the master's program and is credentialed as a 
Certified Nurse Educator (CNE). She currently teaches nursing students 
on all levels about acute care adult health concepts in the undergradu-
ate program and additional courses in the graduate program, which 
includes 12 lead EKG interpretation.  

                   Rebecca Norton, MSN, RN, CCRN-K 
                   AACN Beacon reviewer and Nurse Educator 
                   Ms. Norton is the Director of New Graduate Nurse Programs  
                   in the Malcolm Randall VA Medical Center in Gainesville,                           
                    Florida.      
                   Rebecca has more than 24 years of nursing practice in critical 
care, medical-surgical, oncology, emergency care and as a nurse educator. 
She holds a certification in critical care nursing from the American Associa-
tion of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN) certification corporation. Rebecca is an 
administrative reviewer with the American Association of Critical Care Nurs-
es Beacon team and adjunct clinical assistant professor at the University of 
Florida College of Nursing. She is an author and active presenter at local 
and national conferences.  

  
                                          Come and join your fellow            
                                          nurses for two (2) days of   

                                                      education with  some of   
                                                      the best speakers in the   
                                                      country, exhibits,  
                                                      networking, and a                             
                                                      meaningful certification   
 recognition luncheon in beautiful Hilton Palm  Beach 
Airport Hotel! 
 
Accommodations: Overnight accommodations are availa-
ble at Hilton Palm Beach Airport Hotel at: 
www.hiltonpalmbeachairport.com.                                                                                                                                                                          
Hilton Palm Beach Airport hotel offers relaxation in a 
prime location.  Free airport shuttles, multiple dining op-
tions, easy access to I-95, and complimentary transporta-
tion to and from Rosemary Square.  
 
Local Attractions: Short drive from downtown West Palm 
Beach’s Rosemary Square & Clematis St.  for shopping 
and nightlife, Norton Museum of Art, and Kravis Center of 
the Performing Arts. For more info of things to do in West 
Palm Beach, please visit: https://www.thepalmbeaches.com/

explore-cities/west-palm-beach  
    

Andy Marie Castaño 
Hospital Services Specialist for Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency 
Andy has been working for LAORA for 5 years for the hospital services de-
partment. Her role is to provide hospitals with education and data on dona-
tion and be the liaison between the local OPO and the hospital.  

Heather Hand, RN, CCRN, CNRN. LNC 
Clinical Specialist for Zoll/ Neuro ICU RN 
Ms. Hand has been a nurse for 26 years, with 20 of those being in a level 1 
neuro/trauma ICU. She has been a presenter locally, regionally, nationally, 
and internationally in the last 13 years. She has been recognized as a    
Lifelink nurse of the year, as well as Nurse of the Year for the Critical Care 
Division. She has been involved in clinical education in the area of targeted 
temperature management since 2007.  

Program of Activities  

May  14, 2020 (Thursday)  

7a-8a Guest Registration, Breakfast, and Exhibit Halls open  

8a-830a Opening Session 

830a-930a Keynote: Unstoppable 
Megan Brunson, MSN, RN, CNL, CCRN-CSC 

930a-10a Break/Vendors/Exhibits/Posters 

10a-11a Fluid and Metabolic Resuscitation 
Eddy J. Gutierrez, MD  

11a-12nn Unlocking Your Authentic Leadership 
Megan Brunson, MSN, RN, CNL, CCRN-CSC  

12n-130p Lunch  and Exhibits  

130p-230p Lactic Acidosis  
Avoiding the vent with NIV and HFNC 
Eddy J. Gutierrez, MD  

230p-245p Break/Vendors/Exhibits/Posters 

245p-445p Tying Anatomy with your Neuro Assessment 
Linda Littlejohns, RN, MSN, SCRN, CNRN, FAAN  

445p Adjourn/Evaluations 

5p-6p Nurses Cocktail Hour (Online RSVP/Ticket required) 

May 15, 2020 (Friday)  

7a-8a Guest Registration, Breakfast, Exhibit Halls open  

8a-9a Keynote: Leadership and Success in a Caring  
Profession: Your Tool Box Essentials 
Linda  Littlejohns, RN, MSN, SCRN, CNRN, FAAN   

9a-915a Break/Exhibits/Posters 

915-1015a Beacon Journey: A Guide 
to Get your Nursing Unit 
Ready for Recognition 
Rebecca Norton, MSN, 
RN, CCRN-K  

Organ Donation in 2020 
Andy Castaño, 
LAORA Hospital  Develop-
ment Specialist 

1015a-1030a Break/Exhibits/Posters 

1030-1130 Targeted Temperature 
Management: Past, Pre-
sent, and Future 
Heather Hand, RN, CCRN, 
CNRN, LNC 

12-lead EKG knowledge: 
Beyond the Basics  
Kathryn Keller, PhD, RN, 
CNE 

1130-12 Break/Exhibits/ Meet the Poster Presenters   

1200-
onwards 

30th Annual CCRN and PCCN Certification  
Recognition Luncheon  

https://www.instagram.com/eddyjoemd/
https://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/florida/hilton-palm-beach-airport-PBIAHHF/index.html
https://www.rosemarysquarewpb.com/
https://clematisstreet.org/
https://www.norton.org/
https://www.kravis.org/
https://www.kravis.org/
https://www.thepalmbeaches.com/explore-cities/west-palm-beach
https://www.thepalmbeaches.com/explore-cities/west-palm-beach

