January 2019
Welcome to the New Year Arkansas School Nurses,
I hope that the first half of your school year has not been as busy as mine but I expect it has.  The school year has flown by quickly as I begin as ASNA President.  I have experienced many new and exciting things. 
 Our new slate of officers includes: 
· Cheryl Watson – President
· Amy Fortner – President- Elect
· Amy Graves – Treasurer
· Tosha Handly – Secretary
· Kathryn Launder – Immediate Past President
· Valarie Beshears – NASN Director
· Kathey Haynie – Summer Conference Chair
· Phyllis Ermer – CE Coordinator
· Jennifer Lambdin – National Certification Liaison
· Regional Directors: Ronda Wagner – Central, Beth McDaniel – Northwest, LeighAnn Rhodes – Northeast, Andrea Thomas- Southeast Yes, we need someone for Southwest.  Please let me know if you are interested!
· Cynthia Hines – Legislative Chairperson
· Cheria Linsey – State school Nurse Consultant – Ad Hoc member
I am thankful for all of the help put forth by this fabulous group of women! For such an eclectic group we sure work well together and have bonded in ways you cannot imagine. 
The ASNA Board has been busy learning about the “Lean Start Up” method and planning conference.  Our 2019 Summer Conference “Force of the Future” will be held in Benton at the Event Center again this year.  The dates are June 9, 2019 for Pre-Conference and June 10-11, 2019 for conference.  Once again Pre-conference will be Stop the Bleed and BLS Certification.  Please come if you need either of those as both are at no charge.  We are still planning the rest of conference but do let me tell you about one speaker.  Nina Fekaris, our NASN President, will be attending and speaking at our conference.  Come, meet her and listen to her speak!  Please check our website frequently for updates on conference and registration details.
If you are not a member of ASNA/NASN I strongly encourage you to join.  One reason alone to make it worth your while (and to justify your school district to help pay for your membership) is the VSP vision vouchers you can get from NASN.  Think of all the students you can assist.  Another reason to join, and my most important one, is all of the other nurses you get to interact with.  We are all amazing people and have valuable information to share.  Come to conference, network with other school nurses from across the state and know that you have information to share and ideas to learn.  We need you! Visit both our website: https://asna.nursingnetwork.com and www.nasn.org to find out more of the benefits of joining.  New this year for ASNA is our own mini nursing net from NASN.  If you are a member you were automatically signed up.  I will be sending out more information on this feature soon. Go check it out! Visit and follow our Facebook page Arkansas School Nurses Association and our twitter account @arksna. 
We are busy working on our care-plans to post to the web.  If you have care plans you would like to share please send those to ch60eryl@gmail.com.
This year is a Legislative session year.  Please be on the lookout for bills that may affect school nursing.  Know who your local Congress and Representative men and women are.  We will post any updates that pertain to school nurses.
NASN has put forth a challenge to all members.  I challenge all of you, members or not; Find one piece of data and collect it for the year.  Then, look at it and see how it may affect your practice.  Bring it conference and share it with me.  That data may be the source of future conference ideas and will certainly start conversations.
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