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President’s Message 
 
 

Dear RICSNTA Members, 
 
The past two years have been a time of change. Between the political world, the opioid crisis, medical 
use of marijuana, the ME TOO movement, etc., our society is rapidly changing. All of these changes both 
directly and indirectly affect our practice as school nurses. It has been my privilege to serve as the 
President for RICSNTA, and to help foster our unification with NASN. Being unified on the national level 
will help RICSNTA to ensure that we are on-board with the sharp learning curve before us, are utilizing 
best practice as we care for RI youth, and will provide us with needed tools as we care for our individual 
students day-to-day,  
 
Although this has been a time of change, it looks like even more change will continue in the future for our 
association and school nursing in general. It is very important for every school nurse to stay informed of 
the statewide changes before us and to stay united with other school nurses throughout the state. 
Regulations and legislation about the pathway to certification, nursing practice in the school setting for 
LPNs, and administration of medical marijuana are just some of the changes on the horizon. Each one 
has significant implications for the future. Please stay informed.  
 
A special thank you to all of the board members and volunteers of RICSNTA who have done a 
tremendous amount of work to help ensure that RI’s children have the best school nurses to keep them 
healthy and ready to learn. I would like to wish Rachel Cruz, the 2018-2020 President of RICSNTA, and 
all of next year’s board, a successful term. 
 
Happy Spring! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diane Kowal, RN, CSNT, NCSN 
RICSNTA President 
 

 

 

  



        NASN Director Report 

 

 

 

Did you know…….. 

 

By attending the NASN Annual Conference, you will receive the highest caliber of education to meet 
certification or licensure requirements. That is because  NASN has achieved Accreditation with Distinction by 
the American Nurses Credentialing Center  (ANCC)! 

ANCC Accreditation distinguishes organizations that demonstrate quality and excellence in the curriculum 
design and delivery of continuing nursing education (CNE). Accredited organizations, like NASN, meet 
comprehensive, evidenced-based criteria to ensure CNE activities are effectively planned, implemented, and 
evaluated. 

We are proud to be recognized by ANCC for our commitment to continuous improvement and the highest 
quality continuing education.  (Jade Bland-Slaffey ,  MSHCA, BSN, RN   Nurse Educator and Practice 
Specialist, National Association of School Nurses,  posted 03-23-2018 11:18 
  https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2018/blogs/jade-bland-slaffey/2018/03/23/achievement-of-distinction-for-c
ommitment-to-excel ) 

Check out the Interactive, Detailed Agenda:   https://engagefully.org/Sessions/Index/11670 

A NASN Conference is a great experience all-around!  I hope you can attend! 

Please refer to the RICSNTA Spring 2018 Newsletter, the NASN website, or e-mail me for additional 
information! 

Marianne Manzi 

Mmanzi1029@gmail.com 
  
Marianne E. Manzi, MEd, BSN, RN, NCSN 
Board of Directors 
National Association of School Nurses 
Rhode Island Certified School Nurse Teachers Association 

https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/blogs/nasn-profile/2018/03/06/national-association-of-school-nurses-earns-accred
https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/blogs/nasn-profile/2018/03/06/national-association-of-school-nurses-earns-accred
https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2018/people/jade-bland-slaffey
https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2018/blogs/jade-bland-slaffey/2018/03/23/achievement-of-distinction-for-commitment-to-excel
https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2018/blogs/jade-bland-slaffey/2018/03/23/achievement-of-distinction-for-commitment-to-excel
https://engagefully.org/Sessions/Index/11670
mailto:Mmanzi1029@gmail.com


                              Scholarship 

 
Each year, RICSNTA awards the Elizabeth Robinette scholarship to a registered nurse enrolled 

in the required coursework to become a certified school nurse teacher.  Ms. Robinette was a 

pioneer and champion for all Rhode Island school nurses. She was instrumental in ensuring that 

school nurses become certified and are recognized as an integral part of the education team in 

all schools.  It is my pleasure to announce this year's scholarship recipient:  Kimberly Rielly   

Congratulations!  She is currently starting her career in school health with the South Kingstown 

School District.  The award will be presented at our annual May banquet. 

 

Thank you to all members who have made this scholarship possible by your generous 

contributions at our education meeting raffles. 

 

School Health Data 

School Health Data Survey for 2017-2018 School Year 
 

● Email with survey will be sent to EACH school nurse by the beginning of June  
● Data points to include:  
1. Number of students with diagnosed Chronic Conditions - Asthma, Diabetes Type 1 & 2,   Seizure 

disorder, Anaphylaxis  
2. Staffing questions – number RNs, 1:1 nurses 
3. Disposition from school nurse’s office (for entire school year) –  # returned to class, # sent home, 

# 911 called 

4. Questions please contact me at  linda.mendonca@health.ri.gov 

5. Thanks in advance for your time and participation in this important public health activity. 
Remember data drives decision making! 

6. Linda Mendonca, RN 

State School Nurse Consultant  
 

Linda Mendonca, RN 

RI State School Nurse Consultant  

mailto:linda.mendonca@health.ri.gov


 

  

  

 



  

  
 
  
 
                                                         RICSNTA Slate of Officers 

 
May 2018 Annual Mee�ng 

Please place an “X” next to the candidate’s name selected: 

President  

                           Rachel Cruz         _____________  

President Elect  

                           Debra Svi�l          ______________ 

NASN Director (Term begins January 2019)  

                           Amy Dark             ______________ 

Corresponding Secretary  

                           Bernade�e McDowell   __________ 

 

Please come to the May Annual mee�ng to cast your vote 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
                         Advocacy/Legislative Committee   May 2018 

 
I would like to express a great big  THANK YOU to the nurses who came to the State House on April 11, 2018 to                        
support RICSNTA as we testified against a bill that would authorize school nurses to administer medical marijuana.                 
  Because of our large presence at this hearing, we impressed the committee with our unified, strong                
opposition to this bill.    
If RICSNTA is testifying on a bill, we must have sizable numbers of nurses in attendance to convey the message of                     
unwavering support of RICSNTA’s position. If only one or two nurses are there, it may unintentionally leave the                  
impression there is little concern among other nurses.  One senator approached me after a hearing and asked                 
“Where is everybody, where is your support?” 
Please seriously consider coming to the State House to support RICSNTA and your profession.  You will be asked                  
to sign your name as supporting or opposing the bill being heard but you will not be asked to speak. 
There’s strength in numbers…. we need you to help us as we continue to work hard to protect RI’s children and our                     
school nurse profession!  Your presence will be greatly appreciated. 
 
The following provides a brief overview of legislative committee activity during this legislative session.  
  
1.   SUNSCREEN USE IN SCHOOLS   ( H 7158 and S 2115) 

● These companion bills would permit students to possess and use sunscreen in school without doctor’s               
order:  Sunscreen will not be considered an OTC medication. 

● These bills stalled in the Senate last year and were reintroduced during this legislative session. 
●  RICSNTA has taken a neutral position on this issue. 
● The bill passed in the House on 3.14.18 and was referred to Senate Ed committee on 3.27.18.   
● The senate bill was heard on 3.14.18 and held for further study. 

2.   CONTINUITY OF CARE FOR MEDICALLY FRAGILE CHILDREN   (H 7410) 
● This bill would permit parents to choose a provider, including LPNs, to render (1:1) clinical nursing                

services for their medically fragile child(ren). 
● RICSNTA provided written and verbal* testimony in  opposition  to the bill on 2.14.18 
● Bill has been held for further study…No Senate bill is expected. 
● (*speaker/witness not called to give verbal testimony) 
● RICSNTA continues to address LPN scope of practice 

3.    PROHIBITING ADVERTISING OF UNHEALTHY FOODS     ( H 7419 and S 2350) 
● These bills would prohibit the advertising of unhealthy foods in schools/on school property 
● RICSNTA  supported these bills by adding RICSNTA logo to prepared testimony by American Heart              

Association / Alliance for a Healthier RI. 
● Similar to bills introduced (and stalled) last year. 
● House bill heard 4.4.18 and held for further study 
● Senate bill heard 3.14.18 and scheduled for consideration (vote) on 4.25.18. 

4.   FEMININE OTC PRODUCTS     (H 7570 and S 2340) 
● These bills would permit students to possess and use OTC products to treat menstrual cramps or vaginal                 

yeast infections without a doctor’s or parent’s note. 
● RICSNTA  opposed  these bills with written and verbal testimony. 
● House bill was heard 3.27.18; Senate bill heard 3.14.18; Both bills held for further study. 

5.   MEDICAL MARIJUANA    (H 8011) 
● This bill would allow a SNT to possess and administer properly authorized medical marijuana to a student                 

at school or school sponsored event. 
● RICSNTA provided written and verbal testimony  OPPOSING  this bill at the hearing on 4.11.18. 
● Bill has been held for further study. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah L. Svitil 
Marilyn Mattera 



 
Membership 

 

We currently have 164 members of RICSNTA. 

Please remember to renew your membership or consider joining. RICSNTA/NASN 

It can be done at our new website : www.ricsnta.nursingnetwork.com   

or  www.nasn.org . Please visit the websites to view the many benefits of joining our 

unified organization.  Remember, there is strength in numbers.  Our educational 

meetings provide CEU’s but also provide  time to reach out and discuss topics 

with your peers.  If you have any questions about membership, please feel free to 

contact Renee DiCenso at  dicenso5@cox.net  or 401-663-6268 

 

HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

In April  we offered the program: “ Dangers of Appearance & Performance 
Enhancing Drugs/Supplements”. 

Our presenter, Donald Hooton Jr., was a dynamic and very knowledgeable 
speaker. 

All the evaluations were very positive. One participant wrote: “this was the best 
program in years!” 

Thank you to those that attended and contributed gift cards or cash donations for 
Ronald McDonald House. Over $200.00 was collected. 

We are already working on next year’s programs- Dr. Brett Slingsby, child 
psychiatrist with Lawrence Aubin Child Protection Services, will speak on  “Child 
Abuse and the Role of the School Nurse”  on October 11, 2018. The Crowne 
Plaza, Warwick will be our venue. 

 
* Please consider volunteering on this committee. We are looking to mentor 
new members. Contact us if you have any questions.  

Cheryl Rosa  crosa@mpsri.net 

Sue Breen  sverv1@yahoo.com  

Linn Alvarnas  alvarnasl@portsmouthschoolsri.org 

 

http://www.ricsnta.nursingnetwork.com/
http://www.nasn.org/
mailto:dicenso5@cox.net
mailto:crosa@mpsri.net
mailto:sverv1@yahoo.com
mailto:alvarnasl@portsmouthschoolsri.org


 
RICSNTA BOARD 

 
We are looking for help on many committees for the board of RICSNTA!! 

This is your professional organization and your involvement only enhances your knowledge and practice 

of school nursing! 

Meetings are held monthly.  Meet other school nurses with common practice issues. 

New health initiatives and legislative proposed bills are discussed.  

You would be on the forefront of school nursing issues and have the support of the board for 

collaboration and problem solving. 

Please contact either of us by phone or email to see how you can be involved. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Donna Lennon  chum25@aol.com    or  dlennon@sksd-ri.net 

401-499-9843 

OR 

Linda Mendonca    linda.mendonca@health.ri.gov 

401-374-2179 

 
 
 
 

                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ricsnta/ 
 

mailto:chum25@aol.com
mailto:dlennon@sksd-ri.net
mailto:linda.mendonca@health.ri.gov


 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 

 
 

 Annual May Banquet and National School Nurse  Day 

 

 

 
ANNUAL MAY BANQUET 

ENJOY A WONDERFUL EVENING WITH COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS TO CELEBRATE  

NATIONAL SCHOOL NURSE DAY 

and 

The RI School Nurse Teacher of the Year 2018       

  Diane Kowal 

The Elizabeth Robinette Scholarship award winner and retirees will also be recognized 

When:  Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Time:  4:30 PM-7:30 PM 

Where:  Kirkbrae Country Club:  197 Old River Road Lincoln, RI 02865-1113 

Cost : $35.00/ Cash bar available    

Dinner choice:      

1. Rice, Spinach & Roasted Red Pepper Stuffed Chicken (gluten free) 
2. Seared Salmon  

If you have special dietary requests please contact Rachel Cruz:  rec194@gmail.com  or 

 401 218-2809 

Register: ricsnta.nursingnetwork.com              Registration Deadline: May 2, 2018  

*  Please bring donations for  Ronald MacDonald House :  Gi� cards: Stop & Shop, Wal-Mart, Target, 
Staples, Gas cards. K-cups, granola bars, individually wrapped snacks, �ssues, brooms and dust pans, 
disposable salt and pepper, brillo pads, trash bags (4 and 13 gallon), paper towels, gloves (non-latex), 
copy paper, cereal. 

 

mailto:rec194@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Providence Hosts East Coast Premiere of Food Allergy Film 

 

A film about a unique summer camp for kids with food allergies makes its East 

Coast premiere in Providence on the eve of national Food Allergy Awareness 

Week. 

Tastes Like Freedom is the remarkable story of Camp Blue Spruce, a ‘worry-free’ 

camp for kids with life-threatening food allergies. All of the food at Camp Blue 

Spruce is free of the foods that cause more than 90% of allergic reactions. 

“For 51 weeks of the year, food is often a source of worry and anxiety for these 

kids and their families,” said Louise Tippens, Camp Blue Spruce founder. “At 

camp, we not only take the worry out of food, but we help these kids develop skills 

to manage their food allergies and live independent lives. Many of our first time 

campers have never spent the night away from their parents, so they truly are 

experiencing freedom for the first time.  ” 

The film features a diverse array of footage from camp, including an outdoor 

square dance, swimming and canoeing, and a challenge course, as well as 

interviews with campers and parents. It also includes interviews with Scott 

Sicherer, MD, a professor of pediatrics at the Jaffe Food Allergy Institute of Mount 

Sinai School of Medicine in New York City and Kyle Dine, a musician that performs 

food allergy awareness songs at schools across North America. 



Camp	Blue	Spruce	has	a	local	connection	to	Rhode	Island.	Ashleigh	

Nyblom,	a	local	kindergarten	teacher,	was	a	counselor	at	camp	last	summer	

and	will	be	returning	again	in	August	for	another	week	at	camp.	Ms.	

Nyblom	has	severe	allergies	to	milk	and	describes	Camp	Blue	Spruce	as	the	

most	magical	place	on	earth	and	wishes	there	was	a	camp	like	this	when	

she	was	growing	up. 

Camp	Blue	Spruce,	situated	in	the	foothills	of	the	Oregon	coast	range,	runs	

for	one	week	in	August.		Blue	Spruce	started	in	2013	with	28	campers,	but	

quickly	outgrew	its	original	location	and	now	has	80	campers	from	around	

the	country.	 

The	Tastes	Like	Freedom	East	Coast	premiere	is	Saturday,	May	12,	2018	at	

the	Black	Box	Theatre,	95	Empire	Street	in	Providence.	The	movie	plays	at	

2	PM	and	will	be	followed	by	a	panel	session	featuring	the	�ilmmaker	and	

local	camp	counselor.	Admission	is	free	but	a	$5-10	suggested	donation	is	

requested.	 
 

Tastes	Like	Freedom	was	directed	by	Eric	Stachon,	a	�ilmmaker	living	in	

Portland,	Oregon.	For	more	information,	contact	Eric	at	

eric@leftcoastmedia.org	. 
 

  

 
 

mailto:eric@leftcoastmedia.org


 
 

 
 
                               Rhode Island Certified School Nurse-Teacher 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
 

President-Diane Kowal 

Past-President- Donna Lennon 

President- Elect- Rachel Cruz 

Treasurer- Christine Vuolo-Fecteau 

NASN Director- Marianne Manzi 

Recording Secretary - Claudia DeBernardo 

Corresponding Secretary- Bernadette McDowell  

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Advocacy  - (Corresponding Secretary) 

Constitution and By-Laws - Open 

Legislative - Deb Svitil/Marilyn Mattera/Penny Bailey 

Publicity/PR - Linda Twardowski/Marilynn Kelley 

Webpage - Emilie Cunningham-Joost 

Membership - (Nasn Director) 

Membership - Renee Dicenso/Rachel Cruz 

Newsletter - Debi Vannoy/Jayne Brassil 

RICSNT of the Year - Tracey Dorry/Lillian Martin 

Sunshine - Tracey Dorry 

Financial Stability - (Treasurer) 

Advertising/Grants/Fundraising - Bernadette McDowell 

Advance the Practice of School Nursing - (President Elect) 

ANA-RI - Sandi Delack 



Health Education - Cheryl Rosa/Sue Breen/Linn Alvarnas 

Leadership Development - Linda Mendonca 

NE Conference - Amy Dark/Rhonda Sexton 

NBCSN – Marianne Manzi 

Scholarship - Renee Dicenso 

 

 

 

 

 

 


