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Good Samaritan Health Care Professionals Act (H.R. 1876/ S. 781) 
House Lead Sponsor:  Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) 
Senate Lead Sponsor:  Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA) 
 
The Volunteer Protection Act, enacted in 1997, already provides limited liability protections in both 
state and federal courts for most volunteers if those volunteers are acting on behalf of a qualified 
nonprofit or governmental organization. However, this protection does not apply to health care 
professionals who would like to volunteer during a disaster outside a formal relationship with a 
nonprofit or government agency. 
 
The Good Samaritan Health Professionals Act (H.R. 1876/S. 781) takes important steps to ensure that 
any licensed health care professional, including emergency nurses, can volunteer their services during a 
federally-declared disaster or public health emergency, without fear of legal liability for doing their job 
in good faith and without the need to be affiliated with a nonprofit or governmental agency. 
 

Health Care Workplace Violence Prevention Act (H.R. 5223) 
House Lead Sponsor:  Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA) 
 
Workplace violence against health care workers, like emergency nurses, is a national crisis. The 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) found that that although workers in the health 
care sector accounted for only 20% of workplace injuries, they make up about 50% of all victims of 
workplace assault. Between 2002 and 2013, serious incidents of workplace violence were four times 
more common for workers in the health care sector than for all other workers in the U.S.  
 
The Health Care Workplace Violence Prevention Act (H.R. 5223) will ensure that health care employers 
who accept payments from Medicare and Medicaid take specific steps to prevent workplace violence 
and ensure the safety of patients and workers. H.R. 5223 will require health care employers to develop 
and implement a comprehensive a workplace violence prevention plan. 
 

SOAR to Health and Wellness Act (S. 256) 
Senate Lead Sponsor: Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND) 
House Status: H.R. 767, sponsored by Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN), passed the House on February 

26, 2018 
 
Human trafficking has become a global human rights crisis. Criminals use violence, debt, threats and 
other manipulative tactics to force millions of men, women and children to engage in commercial sex or 
forced labor around the world.  
 
Research indicates that as many as 88 percent of all trafficking victims receive medical treatment while 
being trafficked. Moreover, 63 percent of those individuals receive treatment in an emergency 



department. In some cases, an emergency nurse may be the only person in a position to rescue a victim 
from their traffickers – but they have to know what to look for and how to respond appropriately  
 
The SOAR Act (S. 256) Will Provide Health Care Professionals with Training They Need to Aid Victims 
The Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond (SOAR) to Health and Wellness Act (S. 256) will improve care for  
victims of human trafficking by creating a new pilot program to better equip health care professionals  
with the tools they need to identify victims of human trafficking; provide evidence-based, patient 
centered care; facilitate communication between the victim and law enforcement; and appropriately 
refer victims to social or victims service agencies 

 

MISSION ZERO Act (S. 1022) 
Senate Lead Sponsor: Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-GA) 
House Status: H.R. 880, sponsored by Rep. Michael Burgess (R-TX), passed the House on 

February 26, 2018 
 
Thousands of lives are lost each year because the nation’s trauma system does not consistently deliver 
high-quality and timely trauma care. NASEM indicated in 2016 that as many as 20% of traumatic deaths 
each year are preventable. Consistency in the timeliness and quality of trauma care is lacking across the 
country, contributing to the preventable deaths from traumatic injury. Since the start of conflicts in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the military survival rate for casualties that reach military treatment facilities alive is 
98%. The growing number of mass casualty events in the United States only serves to highlight the 
critical need for improved trauma care. 
 
The Military Injury Surgical Systems Integrated Operationally Nationwide to Achieve ZERO Preventable 
Deaths Act (MISSION ZERO Act, S. 1022) would create new grant programs to incorporate military 
trauma teams and care providers into eligible civilian trauma centers to provide trauma care and other 
acute care.  This would promote the transfer of advanced battlefield trauma care techniques to the 
civilian sector and foster the continued readiness of military care providers. 


