
[image: image1.png]


Advocacy Letter Template
Dear [Senator, Representative [Last Name]:
I am writing to ask for your support for the Nurses for Under-Resourced Schools Everywhere (NURSE) Act, (S 2532 for Senate Bill, HR 5252 for House Bill.) This demonstration grant program will fund school nurses based on Title I designation (free and reduced lunch and breakfast).  For many of our communities in Maine, this could help fund more school nurses with profound impacts for the children on our state.
Children who are healthy enjoy better attendance and better school performance. Yet the number of children with serious and chronic health conditions is increasing rapidly: on average, 13-18% of children have conditions serious enough to be considered disabling.

This makes the role of the School Nurse, as an integral contributor to education, more important than ever. School Nurses are specifically trained and uniquely qualified to serve students’ health needs. School Nurses function not only as care providers for students with highly diverse and demanding medical conditions, but also as health educators for students, families, and communities. They serve as critical liaisons between the school, home, community, primary healthcare providers, and essential community and mental health services.

Without a nurse in every school, every day – both our children and our schools are put at risk. Acute injuries and illnesses may not receive timely assessment and care. Chronic conditions may not be adequately managed. Opportunities for preventive care will be missed. And early identification of serious communicable diseases may not happen.

School Nurses free teacher and staff time to focus on instruction. They enable parents to have fewer lost workdays. They help strengthen families and communities.  

I hope you agree that School Nurses optimize our educational investment. Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity to keep our children safe, healthy, and ready to learn.

Sincerely,

[Full name, degrees, certifications

Title

Email and phone]
