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Louisiana State Nurses Association
September 17, 2026, Fall Symposium 
Power of Nurses: Strengthen, Innovate, Inspire

Nurses in Louisiana demonstrate gaps in knowledge and skills related to personal well-being, the ethical and practical use of artificial intelligence in healthcare, and effective
transition-to-practice strategies, as reflected in the symposium’s focus on resilience, AI integration, and professional identity formation. This continuing education activity is designed to address these gaps by strengthening nurses’ competence and confidence in these priority areas to support safe, effective, and future-ready practice.

	TIME	SESSION

	
8:30 – 8:40 am
	Welcome & Opening
Welcome & Symposium Overview
Symposium Chair
Introduction of theme. Program objectives. Virtual platform housekeeping

	
8:40 – 8:50 am
	President’s Welcome
LSNA President’s Welcome Address
Dr. Lesley Tilley, LSNA President
Presidential remarks . State of Nursing in Louisiana . Call to engagement

	
8:50 – 9:20 am
	Strengthen – Wellness | 30 min.
Session 1: Strengthening the Nurse Within: 
Jennifer Shepherd, DNP, MHA, RN, NEA-BC, NPD-BC, FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Focus: Nurse well-being, resilience & burnout prevention

	9:20 – 9:30 am
	Q&A | 10 min.
Audience Q&A – Session 1
Attendee questions via virtual platform chat or hand raise feature

	
9:30 – 10:00 am
	Innovate – Artificial Intelligence | 30min.
Session 2: Nurses at the Forefront of AI in Healthcare
Charla Johnson DNP, RN, NI-BC, ONC, FNAON & Sheralyn Long, MHI, BSN, NI-BC
Focus: AI in clinical practice, ethics & nursing leadership

	10:00 – 10:10 am
	Q&A | 10 min.
Audience Q&A– Session 2
Attendee questions via virtual platform chat or hand raise feature

	10:10 – 10:25 am
	Break – 15 min.
Stretch break . Chat & networking rooms open

	10:25 – 10:55 am
	Inspire – Transition to Practice | 30 min.
Session 3: From Student to Nurse – Navigating the Transition with Confidence
Josephine Agyei, BSN, RN
Focus: Transition to practice, role socialization & professional identity

	10:55 – 11:05 am
	Q&A | 10 min
Audience Q&A — Session 3
Attendee questions via virtual platform chat or raise hand feature

	11:05 – 11:50 am
	Panel Discussion – H.E.R.O. Fund | 45 min.
Lisa Broussard, PhD, RN, CNE
Focus: Discuss recipient benefits for educators, students and the community

	11:50 am – 12:00 pm
	CLOSING | 10 min
Closing Remarks & Call to Action
LSNA Leadership / Symposium Chair
Key takeaways · CE credit instructions · LSNA membership & upcoming events
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