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Keynote Speaker:  Special Acknowledgements
Sponsors
TBD

Exhibitors
TBD


Planning Committee
Kathleen Dealy
Katlyn DeAngelis
Karly Gamaitoni
Megan Lawless
Dannette Mitchell
Megan Money
Jasmin Orange
Jennifer Papi
Ludmila Santiago-Rotchford
Maureen Seckel
Dennise Washington

Symposium Registration
Click Here to Register
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“Every Voice. Every Story. Every Table. It’s a declaration. That every time you speak up, your voice matters. That every experience you carry, your story matters. And every space you enter, you belong there.”
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Diamond State Chapter Officers 
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ACNS-BC, PCCN, FCNS, CLSSGB
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Kathleen Dealy, MSN, APRN, ACCNS-AG, 
CCRN	
Secretary
Megan Money, DNP, MBA, RN, PCCN, 
NE-BC
Treasurer




   
        
  AACN Diamond State
Chapter Biannual  2026 Symposium
[image: aacn diamond state logo]The Diamond State Chapter of AACN | Nursing Network

	Theme:
“Advancing Acute and Critical Care Nursing Together” 
September 24 & 25, 2026
ChristianaCare, Room 1100, 4755 Ogletown Stanton Rd, Newark, DE 19718


         Program Objectives



Review innovations in Acute and Critical Care Nursing pertinent to nurses and nursing students in Delaware 
Symposium Information
Target Audience: Nursing Professionals in Acute and Critical Care, Nursing Students  

Symposium Registration: 

DSC Members…………………….. $75.00
Non-Members.………………….... $89.00
Non-Licensed Students………... $35.00

Thursday Dinner Education September 24th 
Must be registered for Symposium AND register separately to attend the sponsored dinner on the nursing network site page 1 of this brochure.

5:00pm-5:30pm Checkin
5:30pm-6:30pm Cocktail Hour and Networking
6:30pm-8:00pm Dinner and Presentation Sponsored by BD
Symposium Posters
Enhancing Nurse Well-Bing, Retention, and Patient Care Quality Through Targeted Workforce Well-Being Interventions to Reduce Compassion Fatigue and Burnout Among Surgical Trauma Nurses: Joanna Lapanid, cred
Continued Tobacco Use During Cancer Treatments: Trina Turner, cred
Improving Retention and Decreasing Turnover in the PACU: Anoop Cherian, cred
De-Implementing Routine GVR Monitoring in Alignment of EBP Guidelines: Brianna Jansen, cred





AGENDA CONTINUED 

12:30-13:00pm Advancing Health Work Environments through Advocacy: Staffing Standards and Regulatory Updates: Kathryn Roberts, DNP, APRN, CCNS, CENP, CCRN, FCCM, and Lisa Bonsall, MSN, RN, CRNP, CCRN 
13:00pm-13:30pm The Patients We Never Forget and the Nurses We Become: Christi Karawan, cred
13:30pm-14:00pm Java Jams: Ellen Alvarez, cred, Jacquelyn A. Hennelly, cred, Chanelle L. Caple, cred
14:00pm-14:30pm- Break, Exhibits, and Posters
14:30pm-15:15pm Healthcare Innovation Panel- Nurses at the Table Engaging in Innovation:
Danette Mitchell, MSN, APRN, ACNS-BC, CCRN, FCNS, and other panelists??
15:15pm-15:30pm-Closing Remarks and Evaluations 

CE Information:
This activity has been submitted to the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses for approval to award contact hours. The American Association of Critical-Care Nurses is accredited as an approver of nursing continuing professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.


Friday Symposium           September 25th AGENDA 

7:30am-8:15am Registration, Breakfast, Poster set up, Exhibits, and Networking
Sponsored by BD
8:15am-8:20am Welcome: Jennifer Papi, MSN, RN, CCRN, President AACN Diamond State Chapter
8:20am-8:50am Reducing Emergency Department-to-Transitional Surgical Unit Transfer Time Using a structured 5-15-50 Interdisciplinary Workflow Model: Helen A Okoth, cred
8:50am-9:00 am- Break, Exhibits, and Posters
9:00am -9:10am Welcome: Danielle Weber, DNP, MSM, RN-BC, NEA-BC, Chief Nurse Executive ChristianaCare and Deborah Hines, Senior Director of Inpatient Services Bayhealth Sussex
9:10am-10:10am Keynote: The Power of Storytelling in Nursing: Tonka Williams, MSN< RN, CMSRN, President AACN
10:10-10:30- Break, Exhibits, and Posters
10:30am-11:00am Lights, Camera, ACTION: Michelle Zechman, cred, Ellen Alvarez, cred, Amber Capone, cred, 
11:00am-11:30am Teaching Difficult Conversations Through a Trauma Informed Lens: Bernadette Sheeron, cred
11:30am-12:30pm-Lunch and Networking
Sponsored by ??
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