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President’s Message 

 

Dear RICSNTA Members, 

 As the seasons change, the splendor of the autumn leaves and cooling breezes remind us that time 

marches on. There is a season of change occurring within our organization as we have recently voted to unify with 

NASN.  Just as each season has a beauty of its own, it also brings with it some challenges. As nurses/people, we 

face and conquer the challenges of each season. As RICSNTA adjusts to being unified with our National 

Organization, the changes may not always be as smooth as we would like, but as certified school nurse teachers 

we will adjust and come out stronger in the end. There is some uncertainty ahead, mostly with dates and the 

membership registration process. Please know that all memberships will be carried forward, until we can let you 

know exactly what you need to do to register for the future. We will strive to keep you informed of all changes 

that occur as the process goes forward.  

 Another change was recently sent out to us in an email from Kathy Marceau and Linda Mendonca. It is a 

recommended policy change regarding naloxone in schools. Please update your medication policies in your 

districts to reflect these changes. You can email Linda or Kathy if you have any questions.  

 Lastly, our Board is in the process of change. We have several openings and want to encourage each of 

you to consider volunteering for the board. We need new ideas, new energy, and new inspiration. Whether you 

can come to each monthly board meeting, or only volunteer for an hour or two in a year, we have things that you 

can do to support the organization. You can contact our Leadership Development Team, Linda Mendonca or 

Donna Lennon, to discuss how you can contribute to RICSNTA. Many hands make lighter work for all. So please 

become involved and help RICSNTA to be a great resource and support for all school nurses in Rhode Island.  

Change IS good! Every season is beautiful! 

 

Diane Kowal 

RICSNT President 
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NASN Director Report 

 

 

Of course the exciting news is that RICSNTA members voted to become a unified 

affiliate of NASN at the Educational/Membership Meeting held on October 2nd!  

RICSNTA is currently working with NASN to formalize our unification.  You will 

receive updates and more information from RICSNTA President, Diane Kowal as it 

becomes available. 

 

As the RICSNTA Director to NASN, I have been fortunate to have witnessed the work 

of NASN and the work it does in Washington DC, as well as nationally, to promote the 

profession of school nursing.  With almost 17,000 members, legislators in DC listen to 

the needs and concerns of NASN related to the health and care of students in the 

United States.  NASN’s voice in DC was instrumental in helping to stop the current 

administration’s attempt to implement block grant or per capita caps on Medicaid, 

which would greatly impact the care of our students most in need.  I recently saw a TV 

commercial from RI Senators Reed and Whitehouse as well as Congressman Langevin.  

The message of the commercial is “What happens in DC also affects us in RI!”  This is so 

true, and I’m pleased that RICSNTA, as a unified affiliate, is now supporting the work 

of our national professional organization - our voice in DC and nationally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Get ready for the NASN 2018 50th Annual Conference! 

 

Please consider joining us!  It’s an awesome experience – many great conference 

sessions to choose from – networking opportunities with school nurses from throughout 

the US as well as internationally…and of course, it’s lots of fun!  Since it is the 50th 

Annual Conference, NASN is planning many extra special events to celebrate!! 

In addition, Baltimore is a great location for us in RI!  Airfare is low and it is a do-able 

drive (about 6 ½ hours) if that’s your preferred mode of transportation!  And, looking 

ahead, the next 3 NASN Annual Conferences are further away from RI - Denver, CO 

in 2019, Las Vegas NV in 2020 and Austin TX in 2021.  NASN members get a 

discounted rate for the conference and hotel rates are discounted for Conference 

attendees.  Also, many districts cover the cost of the conference entirely or in part.  It’s 

worth checking into! 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like additional information! 

 

Marianne Manzi, MEd, BS, RN, NCSN 

NASN Director 

 

 



 

 

Step Up and Be Counted – THANK YOU! 

 

THANKS to the 18 private/parochial schools and 23 public school 

districts who participated in the 2016-2017 submission of data. Your 

time and effort is much appreciated.  

The state’s data was submitted to the national data base as 

aggregate data and once the data is analyzed it will be shared with 

you in January. 

Plan for your district/school to participate in the 2017-2018 school 

year again or for the first time. More details to come. Please email 

me with any questions. 

Thank you,  

Linda Mendonca, RN  

RI State School Nurse Consultant 

Designated State Data Champion    

  linda.mendonca@health.ri.gov  
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Rhode Island College Nursing Assessment Course 

 
 

 

 

In the past Rhode Island College has partnered with RISCNTA by offering a 

Nursing Assessment Class in the spring. Once again this will be available to 

Certified School Nurses in the spring of 2018. 
 

There are three meetings with hands on assessment for school nurses:  April 30, May 

2, and May 7 after school.  Exact time TBA at a later date but will probably be 4 -

7pm. Cost in the past has been around $225.00 for 9 CEUs. Yolanda 

Lockett, Pediatric Coordinator, will be teaching the class along with another faculty 

member. Everyone who has taken it has been very pleased. 
 

You will need to bring a stethoscope to class. There are no exams, just practicum 

experiences at the RI College Lab. 
 

Please email me if you would like to take the class. There has to be at least 12-15 

students for the class to be offered. 

The course reviews some of the major body systems: Respiratory, Cardiology, 

Neurological, ENT, and some Musculoskeletal. 
 

EMAIL    Marilyn Mattera    mamattera@verizon.net 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  

mailto:mamattera@verizon.net


 
  

KUDOS to Melissa McDonald - Melissa was highlighted at 

the Healthy Schools Coalition on October 13th. She was 

instrumental as the school nurse in introducing her school 

community to a physical activity program called 

"boks"    (https://www.bokskids.org/). A video was shown 

at the breakfast of the students at Pocasset Elementary 

school in Tiverton participating. Melissa was the school 

nurse at Pocasset last year and now currently is working 

at Hampden Meadows elementary in Barrington. 

Congratulations Melissa on helping to make your students 

more physically active and ready to learn! 

https://www.bokskids.org/


 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Elizabeth Robinette Annual Scholarship 

 
 
Thank you to the Narragansett Nurses for donating the Raffle Basket at our last Educational 
meeting in October.  We collected a total of $321 toward our annual scholarship.  We are more 
than half way there! We are so appreciative to all who donate to this worthy cause. 
 
The scholarship application will be available online on our website and will be due by April of 
2018.  If you know of any new school nurses who are taking classes toward earning their 
certification, please let them know about the RICSNTA $500 award. Also if there are registered 
nurses who shadow you in your schools as part of the Rhode Island College program for school 
nurses, please encourage them to apply.  It is our goal to promote school nursing and create a 
stronger workforce. 
 

 

Renee DiCenso 

Certified School Nurse Teacher 
Leo A Savoie Elementary School 
767-4822 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

 

President-Diane Kowal 

Past-President- Donna Lennon 

President- Elect- Rachel Cruz 

Treasurer- Christine Vuolo-Fecteau 

NASN Director- Marianne Manzi 

Recording Secretary - Claudia DeBernardo 

Corresponding Secretary- Bernadette McDowell  

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Advocacy - (Corresponding Secretary) 

Constitution and By-Laws - Peg Fair 

Legislative -Deb Svitil/Marilyn Mattera/Deb Weaver 

Publicity/PR - Linda Twardowski/Marilynn Kelley 

Webpage - Emilie Cunningham-Joost 

Historian - Open 

 

Membership - (Nasn Director) 

Membership - Renee Dicenso/Rachel Cruz 

Newsletter - Jayne Brassil 

RICSNT of the Year - Tracey Dorry/Lillian Martin 

Sunshine - Tracey Dorry 
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mailto:chrisvf@hotmail.com
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Financial Stability - (Treasurer) 

Advertizing/Grants/Fundraising - Bernadette McDowell 

 

Advance the Practice of School Nursing - (President Elect) 

ANA-RI - Sandi Delack 

Health Education - Cheryl Rosa/Sue Breen/Linn Alvarnas 

Leadership Development - Linda Mendonca/Donna Lennon 

NE Conference - Amy Dark/Rhonda Sexton 

NBCSN - open 

Scholarship - Renee Dicenso 

 

 

 

 

 

 


