2024 West Virginia Nurses Association Policy Summit: 
Leading Together
&
Nurses’ Day at the Capitol 
Event Agenda
  
Sunday, February 25, 2024
(all times are Eastern)

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Exhibitor and Sponsor Set-Up 
Exhibitors and Sponsors should set up between 2 pm & 4 pm (pre-conference area). 

3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
[bookmark: _Hlk159679427]Pre-Summit — APRN Congress Roundtable 
Jodi Biller, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC; State Liaison, American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP); Chair, WVNA APRN Congress						1.5 CE credits 
Discussion on federal and state priorities and on changes with transformation from fee-for-service to value-based care. Topics will include quality, reimbursement, and health-related social needs. AANP highlights: physician contracts, coding, billing, and documentation; health-related social needs – G code coming, July 2024. 

4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
Exhibits Open 
Take time to visit our Sponsors and Exhibitors. (They make our events possible!)

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Welcome Reception; Professional Photos; Meet our Sponsors and Exhibitors
Meet our event sponsors and exhibitors, catch up with your nursing friends, and have a professional photo (headshot) taken. 
Thank you to our Event Sponsors for all that you do for WV nurses! 
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Gold Sponsor: WVU School of Nursing 
Silver Sponsor: Dutch Miller Auto 
Silver Sponsor: Vandalia Health/CAMC 
Policy Summit Dinner Sponsor: WGU 




6:00 pm – 6:10 pm 
Dinner Welcome and Opening Remarks
Julie Huron, CEO, WVNA, introducing Donte Newsom, President, WVNA, and Dinner Sponsor Alison Bell, Regional Vice President, Western Governors’ University (WGU) 
6:15 pm – 7:40 pm 
Panel Discussion with Dinner
· Donte Newsom, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC; President, WVNA
· Sandra (“Sam”) Cotton, DNP, APRN, ANP-BC, FNAP, Event Moderator 
Panel Discussion: “State of Nursing and Legislation that Affects Nursing Organizations and Nursing Practice” 									2.0 CE credits 
Guest Panelists
· Sue Painter, DNP, RN; Executive Director, WV RN Board
· Michelle Chapman, DNP, RN; Executive Director, WV LPN Board 
· Jodi Biller, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC; State Liaison, American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP); Chair, WVNA Advance Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) Congress; Vice President, WVNA
· Beth Redden, MS, APRN, CNM, FACNM; President, WV Affiliate of the American College of Nurse-Midwives (WV-ACNM); Legislative Chair, Midwives Alliance of West Virginia (MAWV)
· Cierra Treadway, DNPA, APRN, CRNA; WV Association of Nurse Anesthetists (WVANA)
· Brenda Isaac, BSN, RN, MA; WV Association of School Nurses (WVASN)
· Berton Kent Wilson, MSN, RN, CNE; Nurse Education Foundation / Association of Deans & Directors of Nursing Education (ADDNE)
· Dawn Yost, MSN, RN; Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) 
Special Guests
· Delegate Amy Summers, MSN, RN; West Virginia House of Delegates: Chair, Health & Human Resources Committee
· Delegate Heather Tully, MSN, APRN, NP-C, FNP-BC; West Virginia House of Delegates: Vice-Chair, Health & Human Resources Committee

7:40 pm – 8:00 pm
1) WVNA Awards 
2) Instructions for the “Leave-Behind” (WVNA’s info sheet for legislators) 
· Joyce Wilson, MSN, APRN, FNP-C; WVNA Immediate Past President; WVNA Nominations & Awards Committee Chair 
· Sandra “Sam” Cotton, DNP, APRN, ANP-BC, FNAP; WVNA Nominations & Awards Committee member 
2023 WVNA Awards
· Lifelong Contribution to Nursing – Jessica Sharp, PhD, MSN, BS 
· Mentorship Award – Aisha Reikow, MSN, PMHNP-BC
· Excellence in Direct Patient Care – Molly Kluemper, BSN, RN
· Politically Active Nurse of the Year – Donte Newsom, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC 
· Beacon Award – West Virginia Health Right 
2024 WVNA Friends of Nursing Awards 
To be announced. 

  



[This space for your notes]



Monday, February 26, 2024
8:15 am – 9:00 am 
Sponsor and Exhibit Set-Up
Sponsor and exhibit set-up. Drop items off at the Culture Center drop-off location (guard will direct you). Park at Laidley Field and take the shuttle back to the Culture Center. Plan to allow some time for this. 
8:30 am – 3:00 pm
Nurses’ Day at the Capitol — Leading Together
Meet with your legislators (delegates and senators) at your and their convenience (morning and/or afternoon). 
Note: Nurses and students are encouraged to schedule meetings with your legislators prior to the event. However, if you do not have appointments, it is still worth your time to stop by their offices or try to catch them between sessions. 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Exhibits Open
Take time to visit with our sponsors and exhibitors: they make our events possible, and we know you’ll be interested in what they share with you. 
10:00 am – 11:00 am
Group Photos
Group photos will be taken in the House and Senate chambers and in the House and Senate galleries. 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
Lunch
Boxed lunches will be provided in the lower Rotunda area at the center of the Capitol. 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Committee Meetings, Legislator Visits, Sponsors’ and Exhibitors’ Displays
· Attend House and Senate committee meetings
· Check updates at www.wvlegislature.gov and we’ll have the latest info, too
· Spend the afternoon meeting with your delegates and senators 
· Visit with Sponsors and Exhibitors
· Tour the Capitol 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Sponsor and Exhibit Take-Down
Sponsor and exhibit take-down. Exit the Capitol by 4 pm to ensure shuttle is operating. 
  
2024 West Virginia Nurses Association Policy Summit Speakers
WVNA President 
Donte Newsom, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC
Donte Newsom is a family nurse practitioner working in interventional radiology at Allegany Imaging and UPMC Western Maryland. He is also an adjunct instructor for the family nurse practitioner program at Simmons University. Dr. Newsom earned a BSN, MSN, and a Doctor of Nursing Practice — all from West Virginia University. 
Dr. Newsom currently serves as a board chair with Fairness West Virginia, the statewide human/civil rights organization devoted to equal rights for all LGBTQ+ West Virginians. He also serves as a medical officer for Mountaineer Boys State, as a board member for The Connecting Link, and is the Chair of the WVNA Diversity Equity and Inclusion Committee (DEI). 
Donte is the author of “Why Nursing as A Profession Supports Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion,” which appeared in the July 2022 issue of West Virginia Nurse, and was a panelist for WVNA’s event RACE event (Recognize, Address, Change, and Educate: Strategies to be an Anti-Racist in Nursing) in February 2022 for Black History Month.

WVNA Vice President 
Jodi Biller, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC
Jodi Biller is a Marshall University alumna and completed her Doctor of Nursing Practice from West Virginia University in December 2022. In 2007, she completed an associate’s of science in nursing from Marshall University/St. Mary’s School of Nursing. While working full-time at St. Mary’s Medical Center and per diem at Cabell Huntington Hospital, she completed the RN to BSN in 2010 and MSN in 2013.
Dr. Biller is an advanced practice registered nurse in the division of pulmonary medicine at Marshall Health. She has a passion for population health and health care policy and is driven to make changes for APRNs to provide care at the full extent of their scope of practice. Individualized patient centered care is the foundation of her practice. In West Virginia, Biller had two bills sponsored that have become state law. These included that no managed care organization can deny payment to APRNs based on having a collaborative agreement and that psychiatric mental health nurse practitioners are now able to provide counseling to patients with substance use disorder. Through team building and continued relationships, Biller works closely with legislative leaders in West Virginia and in Washington, D.C. She finds gaps in care and creates workable solutions, resulting in superior care for our community.
Currently, Jodi is the West Virginia State Liaison for American Association of Nurse Practitioners and chair of the Health Policy & Legislation (HP&L) Committee for WVNA. 

Michelle Chapman, MSN, RN, MBA
Michelle Chapman is the executive director of the West Virginia State Board of Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses. She has been employed with the board since 2006, and has been the ED since 2016.
She holds registered nursing licenses in West Virginia, Arizona, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and Ohio. She has been licensed as a registered nurse since 1995. Ms. Chapman completed a master’s in nursing, a master’s in health care administration, and a master’s in business administration in 2006. She has served on a variety of committees with the National Council of State Boards of Nursing and on committees for the Council on Licensure, Enforcement, and Regulation.
Michelle is also an adjunct faculty member in the ADN and BSN programs of three universities, teaching courses including mental health, leadership, legal issues and ethics, and research. 

Sandra Cotton, DNP, APRN, ANP-BC, FNAP
Sandra “Sam” Cotton is a newly retired clinical associate professor at WVU School of Nursing. She earned an associate’s degree from Hocking College, bachelor of science and DNP degrees from WVU, and an MS degree from the University of Maryland. For many years, Sam was responsible for leading faculty practice, designed to support WVU’s research, teaching, and service missions. As an adult NP, Dr. Cotton saw patients and precepted students in a university internal medicine practice and a local free clinic for nearly 25 years. In retirement, she is focusing on more health policy, prevention, and wellness. 
A retired Lieutenant Colonel, Chief Nurse, and examiner flight nurse with the West Virginia Air National Guard, Sam is a 34+ year veteran of the United States Air Force; she served in Gulf Wars I and II, including two tours with the 379th and 332nd Aeromedical Evacuation Squadrons in Balad, Iraq, as a Commander and Senior Flight Nurse, flying and caring for wounded troops in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Germany.
In 2007 Dr. Cotton became a distinguished practitioner in the National Academy of Practice; nationally, she was a Helene Fuld Academic Leadership and Penn Macy Academic Nursing Practice Fellow. In 2012, she received the DNP Student Excellence and Alumni Leadership awards. In 2014, Dr. Cotton received the American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) Nurse Practitioner Clinical Excellence Award for the state of West Virginia. In 2022, Dr. Cotton received the WVNA Lifetime Contribution to Nursing award. Dr. Cotton has been a member of American Nurses Association since 1979, she is a past state vice-president, and has chaired the WVNA APRN Council and the WV Nurses PAC. 

Julie A. Huron, BSH, LNHA
Julie Huron is a licensed nursing home administrator (LNHA) in West Virginia and has worked in in health care for over twenty-five years. She received her undergraduate degree in health services administration (BSH degree) from Ohio University, as well as an undergraduate certificate in gerontology.
Ms. Huron has experience with hospice volunteer management, nursing home regulatory compliance, and provider reimbursement. Julie and the West Virginia Nurses Association have had great success identifying West Virginia insurance hurdles and the many levels of credentialing that affect advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs).
Julie started her career in health care as a DONA International and CAPPA (Childbirth and Post-Partum Professional Association) certified doula, childbirth educator, and moms’ group coordinator in the Huntington, West Virginia, area. As a doula, she has attended births throughout West Virginia and Kentucky, in hospitals, homes, and in West Virginia’s only currently operating freestanding birth center, and she has a vast network of peers throughout the country. 
In 2020, Ms. Huron was named the AANP Advocate State Award for Excellence for Increasing Awareness and Recognition of Nurse Practitioners. Julie continues to focus on increasing the visibility of — and opportunities for — the nurses of West Virginia. Since Julie’s arrival in the fall of 2017, WVNA membership has increased by 57%, and a new LPN program was launched in 2024. 

Brenda Isaac, BSN, RN, MA
Brenda Isaac is a retired West Virginia school nurse. Prior to her retirement in 2020, Brenda was a Kanawha County Certified School Nurse for 10 years and the lead school nurse for Kanawha County Schools for 27 years. She has been a member of WVASN and NASN since 1991 and has served in several leadership positions within those associations, including WVASN President and NASN Director from West Virginia. She was chairperson of NASN’s Government Relations Committee from 1996 to 1998. 
Ms. Isaac is still an active member of WVASN and currently serves as the WVASN Government Relations Committee Co-Chairperson. She is also an active member of WVNA and ANA. 

Sue Ann Painter, DNP, MSN, RN
West Virginia native Sue Ann Painter has been the executive director of the West Virginia Board of Examiners for Registered Professional Nurses since 2016. She earned her BSN at Alderson Broaddus University in Philippi. Her first job was as a staff RN at Charleston Area Medical Center (CAMC), where she worked in a medical/surgical unit. Sue has subsequently worked through the years providing chemotherapy in an IV therapy unit, took a role in staff development, and was recruited into nursing management. Additionally, she served as a faculty member at Marshall University School of Nursing. After working as a nurse executive for 12 years, Dr. Painter moved into analyzing hospital data to improve processes.
Dr. Painter earned her MSN in administration at Bellarmine University in Louisville, KY. In 2009, Dr. Painter graduated with a DNP from the University of Kentucky. She believes that in order to ensure success, the three pillars of nursing – regulation, education, and association – should work together to achieve nursing’s common goals.

Beth Redden, MS, CNM, APRN, FACNM
Beth Redden is a certified nurse-midwife (CNM) in Fayette County. She owns Divine Beginnings WV, a small home birth practice in Oak Hill. Previously, Beth was with a hospital-based midwifery practice for 12 years, and was a labor and delivery nurse beginning in 2002. She is a 2009 graduate of the Midwifery Institute at Philadelphia University (now Jefferson University) and completed her BSN in 2002 at Shepherd College (now Shepherd University). Beth is the current president of the WV Affiliate of the American College of Nurse-Midwives (WV-ACNM), a West Virginia Women’s Commissioner, and a member of the central advisory committee for the WV Perinatal Partnership. 
During the 2022 legislative session, Beth testified twice in front of the House of Representatives Health and Human Resources Committee regarding removal of certificate of need for birth centers, and attended the Senate Health Committee meeting where this same legislation was being discussed. She worked with lobbyists, collaborated with nursing and midwifery leaders from around the state, spoke to countless delegates and senators, and attended the last day of legislation working the removal of certificate of need for birth centers bill to the very last minutes of session. (The bill died due to a technicality.) 
In 2022, Ms. Redden attended the American Association of Birth Centers (AABC) Birth Institute in San Diego, California, where she spoke on the legislative efforts for birth centers in WV that year. The removal of certificate of need for birth centers passed the WV legislature in 2023 and was signed into law. In the 2024 legislative session, Beth is actively working with key stakeholders on the licensing of certified professional midwives (CPMs) within WV and on a regulations bill for birth centers. 

Cierra Treadway, DNPA, APRN, CRNA
Cierra Treadway is a certified registered nurse anesthetist at WVU Medicine Summersville Regional Medical Center and Braxton County Memorial Hospital. She is the sole owner of Treadway Anesthesia Services, Incorporated. Dr. Treadway practices in a CRNA-only anesthesia model providing anesthesia services in rural West Virginia. She is a 2013 graduate of West Virginia University School of Nursing, where she obtained her BSN. Prior to becoming a CRNA, she worked as a critical care nurse and operating room nurse. She is a 2019 graduate of Charleston Area Medical Center and Marshall University Graduate College, where she obtained her Doctor of Management Practice in Nurse Anesthesia. 
She serves as the chair of the APRN committee and on the board of directors for the WVANA. She also serves as a clinical coordinator for the WVU School of Nurse Anesthesia and enjoys precepting student nurse anesthetists. 

B. Kent Wilson, MSN, RN, CNE
B. Kent Wilson has 33 years of professional nursing experience in a variety of health care settings and academia. He is a certified nurse educator (CNE), National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development (NISOD) Excellence Award recipient, and Chancellor’s Leadership Fellow for the Community and Technical College System of West Virginia (CTCSWV). 
Since 2010, Mr. Wilson has held the position of Dean and Nurse Administrator for the School of Nursing and Emergency Medical Services at BridgeValley Community and Technical College, located in South Charleston, WV, and implemented the state’s first paramedic-to-RN advanced placement option, leading to an associate’s degree in nursing. In addition, he created and implemented a 16-month accelerated program option, VoTech-RN option, and an innovative high school-RN program option. Kent was a founding member of the West Virginia Consortium of Associate Degree Nursing Programs (WVCOADN) and helped design the curriculum for its five member schools. He has been a domestic and international Initial and Continuing Accreditation Site Visitor (since 2015), Team-Chair (since 2017), and Evaluation Review Panel (ERP) member (since 2016) for the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN). 
Kent is the current Association of Deans and Directors of Nursing Education (ADDNE) / Nursing Education Foundation of West Virginia (NEFWV) President and President of the West Virginia Organization of Associate Degree Nursing (WVOADN). He has written several grants, including two multi-million-dollar grants which have been used to fund a new nursing simulation wing at his college. Clinically, he works at least 16 hours a month at CAMC in a post-open heart surgery unit. 

Joyce Wilson, MSN, APRN, FNP-C
Joyce Wilson is a family nurse practitioner with the Belington Medical Clinic, in Barbour County, WV. Wilson received her undergraduate degrees from Davis and Elkins College and Alderson Broaddus College in West Virginia, and she received her MSN from the University of Pittsburgh. 
Joyce served as the President of the West Virginia Nurses Association from 2019 to 2023 and had previously served on the WVNA Board of Directors as Secretary, First Vice-President, and President Elect. 
In 2021 Joyce received the AANP State Award for Excellence. Wilson is civic-minded and serves on numerous health care boards across West Virginia, which include the West Virginians for Affordable Healthcare, and Davis Health System / Broaddus Hospital in Philippi, WV. 

Dawn M. Yost, MSN, RN, CNOR, CSSM
Dawn M. Yost has been an OR nurse since 1982. She first practiced perioperative nursing in private practice settings of oral and maxillofacial surgery and then in ophthalmology. In 1987, she began working at West Virginia University Hospitals as an assistant nurse manager in perioperative services and has since held many positions in perioperative services and sterile processing at the Level 1 trauma hospital. Some of these positions include clinician, clinical manager, perioperative coordinator, preceptor, laser coordinator, as well as the manager of SPD, support services, and training and development for surgical services. 
Ms. Yost currently works as the business manager of perioperative services at WVU Hospitals. She served as president of the Competency and Credentialing Institute and served on their board of directors for six years. Additionally, Yost served nine years on the board of directors and as chair of the Nursing and Medical Services Committee for Resurge International, a not-for-profit surgical mission group. Yost was a member on the board of directors for AORN, 2016–2018, and was co-author for the 2015 AORN OR CORE award for WVU Hospitals, Inc., Silver Award. She currently serves as secretary to the West Virginia Organization of Nurse Leaders. 
  




THANK YOU!
Gold Level Sponsor
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Silver Level Sponsor
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Exhibitors & Partners
Regent University
WVU Medicine Thomas 
Marshall University School of Nursing
Leona Wellness
Healthpath
Association of periOperative Registered Nurses AORN
West Virginia Association of School Nurses WVASN
West Virginia Association of Nurse Anesthetists WVANA
West Virginia Organization of Nurse Leaders WVONL
Nurse Education Foundation / Association of Deans and Directors of Nursing Education NEF/ADDNE
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