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MASN SPRING BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
St. James Hospital Butte MT


4/25/14
MEMBERS PRESENT – DISTRICT SERVED
Cheryl Asay – Manhattan




Deb Sargent - Helena
Connie Bengston – (President) Belgrade



Nancy Shumway - Hardin
Juanita Bueter – Gardiner




Linda Simon - Missoula
Sue Buswell –(Policy Director /NASN BOD) –ret Helena

Rebecca Spear (MASN BOD) - Bozeman
Bonnie Canty – Butte      




Blanche Stutz - Helena
Julie Chaffee – Helena





Cheryl Summerer (Special Projects) Helena
Becky Dickman – Whitefish




Dot Warner - Butte

Carrie Dillon – Bonner





GUEST NURSES
Nancy Doyle – Hamilton





Barb Brown - Butte
Cathy Dragonfly – (Interim Sec/Treas) –Columbia Falls

Kathy Carey - Bozeman
Lu Driessen – Helena





Cookie Johnson  - Anaconda
DeeAnn Durgan – Park County & Gardiner


Noel Mathis – Boulder County Health

Gail Flack – Hardin





Rebecca NcNeil – Deerlodge
Shirley Gordon – Butte





Maribeth Talia - Corvallis
Dana Huseby – Florence





Heidi Apedaile
Karen Hutchinson – East Helena





Michelle Martin – Roundup




STUDENT NURSE
Jeannie Penner – Somers




Nicole Harrington - Bozeman
President Connie Bengston convened the spring MASN business meeting at 12:52 pm.   Connie welcomed 25 MASN members, 8 guest nurses and 1 nursing student. Connie thanked Butte nurses - Bonnie Canty, Shirley Gordon, Dot Warner, Barb Brown and St. James Hospital for great organization and hospitality. Connie applauded nurses working to comply with the Epi-pen legislation, and working to improve services for students with diabetes.  Connie stated that MASN members have continued to communicate with the listserv, and Cheryl Summerer has prepared a survey to assess communication preferences.  Connie encouraged members to complete the survey.
OLD BUSINESS 
· Using MASN Nursing Network, Connie reviewed the October 2013 Meeting minutes.  A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the Fall 3013 MASN Business Meeting Minutes.  
· Bylaws have been reviewed by the executive committee, and are prepared to be adopted. The reviewed bylaws will be posted to the MASN website.
· The treasurer’s report was reviewed verbally by interim Treasurer Cathy Dragonfly.  The written report will be prepared and submitted within 30 days of today’s meeting. 
· MASN acknowledges and appreciates efforts by Cookie Johnson and Cheryl Summerer for initiating and sustaining flip chart income for MASN.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Policy Director / NASN BOD Sue Buswell was introduced to give the National Association of School Nurses Board of Directors (NASN BOD) report, from January 2014.
· One of the NASN board meeting days in Washington DC is “hill” day.  Sue met with Representative Steve Daines and Senator  Tester’s staff
· Sue was not successful in garnering Representative Daines’ support as a first Republican to sign on in support of the 2013 School Nurse to Student Ratio Act.
· With Senator Tester’s staff, Sue reviewed MASN 2012 School Nurse survey results and information about school nurse duties, as well as the map prepared from the survey. There was some discussion about developing consortiums to work to provide school nurses in under resourced areas. As a result of this meeting, Senator Tester agreed to author a bill to increase the ratio of school nurse to students, and introduce it into the Senate.  This bill is the “Nurses for Under-resourced Schools Everywhere Act”, called the NURSE Act, also the NURSE 6 Act. Most of the schools in Montana are ‘under-resourced’, particularly in the Bakken oil fields in Eastern Montana.   The Secretary of HEW will select grant recipients of NURSE Act awards.
· In April, Sue received correspondence from NASN President Carolyn Duff, informing Sue that Senator Jon Tester is being recognized for introducing the NURSE Act into the US Senate.  Senator Tester has been selected by NASN to receive the NASN Lillian Wald Legislator/Public Policy Award. This award is likely to be awarded next January during the annual NASN board meeting.  Perhaps MASN can present a token award in October at MEA –MFT?
· In addition, Carolyn Duff has selected the Montana Association of School Nurses (MASN) to receive the NASN President’s Recognition Award for outstanding advocacy efforts!  Carolyn Duff wrote, “MASN collected the data to provide evidence of the school nurse to student ratio in Montana, then presented the data to Senator Tester and described the impact of poor ratios on the health and education outcomes for students.  The advocacy work of your affiliate is a model for success.  The result is that a version of the ratio bill, Nurses for Under-resourced Schools Everywhere Act, or the Nurse 6 Act, is being introduced into the Senate.  Congratulations!  Thank you and your affiliate nurses for their wonderful work on behalf of students”.
· The NASN President’s Recognition Award for Advocacy will be presented to MASN at the NASN conference in San Antonio, Texas on June 30, 2014.  Five MASN members are planning to attend this summer’s NASN conference at present.  Members are encouraged to attend this year or plan ahead to attend next year.  
· Connie Bengston reported on her experience and the challenge of requesting district sponsorship to attend the NASN conference.  Connie requested district sponsorship, even though her district is
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experiencing financial hardship, Connie was awarded the opportunity to  attend, and encourages all to consider requesting sponsorship from their district to attend this worthwhile conference.
· Sue Buswell agreed to chair another survey in 2015 to update The State of School Nursing in Montana. 
· Linda Simon mentioned the benefits of the data when seeking to improve School Nurse ratios and requests to local school boards and principals. 
· Sue reported that updated position papers and reports are posted on the NASN website, and encouraged any non-members to become members (NASN/MASN).
· Jeannie Penner reported receiving a grant for improving Health services within your community.  Jeannie partnered with a community healthcare provider, and a third partner.  The grant pays for a meeting in Illinois, and the first step is a survey of where services are at present.  Goals include increasing service, decreasing emergencies, decreasing absences, improving safety, management of services, improved health care, working with schools of nursing, and also a grant to buy manikins.  Jeannie also encourages members to consider attending NASN, to improve services in your district.  Make headway one step at a time, bite off a small piece of the elephant.  Jeannie Penner informed the nurses that Co-ops are set up to provide health services to smaller schools and schools without school nurse.  Co-ops include a team of professionals including county health departments, mental health professionals, and physical therapists.
· Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) / Child Ready MT committee report by Jeannie Penner and Juanita Bueter.   This advisory committee works to improve health and well being of children, including safety, decrease ER visits, improve communications with school-parents-EMS, and improving education.  This committee is collecting data, and preparing to make recommendations.  They have a five year state grant, are presently surveying all Montana hospitals, and working on an objective to improve pediatric resources.  Now looking at Alaska at a model with a goal to see that responders and hospitals have the resources available to triage and treat pediatric clients.
· Connie asked members to update email addresses as needed, so we may keep an accurate listserv.
· Vision Screening committee report by Cheryl Asay, Cheryl Summerer, and Jeannie Penner.  This committee is charged with developing vision policy / law for schools.  The committee is unanimous that it is necessary to pursue increased vision assessments in schools, and mandating vision screening in schools.  Grades K, 1, should be screened, at minimum, then perhaps before driver’s education. The vision screening committee has good support of a pediatric ophthalmologist in Missoula. Lion’s Club may be recommended as a resource.  Sue Buswell mentioned that to seek legislation, we will need to decide which years to recommend according to ophthalmologist recommendation.  We should not seek to legislate which type of equipment to use, and should consider whether to screen near and/or far, amblyopia , color?  Linda Simon mentioned a book , “To See Or Not To See: Screening The Vision Of Children” by Susan Proctor for guidelines. Cheryl Asay asked if members believe we should seek legislation.  Due to time constraints at this meeting, Connie Bengston will put information on website for further discussion as a group.
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· Montana Kids With Diabetes (MKWD) Collaborative report by Linda Simon.  Linda shared results from the fall survey – do we want to pursue parent delegation/ nurse delegation/ both or none?  Overwhelmingly, MASN voted for a blended model of parent designation and nurse delegation.  Montana Kids With Diabetes collaborative will work with a blended model; including state standards of care, (looking at other states), and recommended policies for parent designation.  Also the collaborative will work to determine – what will be the healthcare provider role, as well as creating a state diabetes medical management plan.  Committee members include Jill Girolami – Billings nurse, Linda Lau – Missoula NP, Jeannie Penner –Somers school nurse, Ginny Lewis-Kalispell NP, Laura Keller – regional ADA Advocacy representative, Marci Butcher – Montana Diabetes Program, DPHHS, Carla Cox – Missoula diabetes educator, Kris Kilen - Miles City diabetes educator, and Dr. Sharon Zemel – Billings pediatric endocrinologist .  
· Linda Simon reported that MASN Diabetes Collaborative committee members Rebecca Spear, Connie Bengston and Linda Simon are working with the Montana Board of Nursing (MT BON) to clarify definition of school nursing, and details of nurse delegation, as it relates to school nurses.  The MT BON did not previously have a subcommittee to work on rules, but developed a sub-committee that met in March.  MASN’s proposal was not addressed at that date; was then put on April BON board meeting, and again was not addressed at that time.  There are other groups affected by current delegation rules, though our proposal is the most formal and organized proposal.  The MT BON rules subcommittee is making another (sub) sub-committee to look at nurse delegation rules.  We will have a keynote speaker in the fall at the MEA-MFT conference to talk about nurse delegation, paperwork and process.  Information will be uploaded on the website to communicate committee progress.
· Cheryl Summerer asked members to complete a questionnaire requesting feedback on technology and information sharing preferences.  She asked the group “do we want a Facebook page? “   There was a demonstration of the website, including available resources.  Members are encouraged to put pictures up on the profile so we can see each other, and put a face to a name.
· Andrew Solomon: Far From The Tree (reviewed in Helena), will be a break- out session at the Fall MEA-MFT conference in Missoula.  Members wishing to participate in the session may read specific chapters or the entire book. 
· Cookie Johnson presented a handout with news that ‘smart snacks in school rules’ are changing – this will affect ala carte as well as school meals.
· Rebecca Spear reported Nominations and Elections Committee representative.  Lu Driessen was nominated for 2014 School Nurse of the Year; the motion was seconded and passed unanimously.   
· Lu Driessen will be awarded as School Nurse of the Year at the Fall 2014 MASN meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 2:08 pm.  
Respectfully submitted by Cathy Dragonfly interim Secretary/Treasurer
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