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Subject : Language Arts
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National Theatre for Children

What YOU can do to conserve energy

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 3 - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3.1

Ask and answer quest ions to  demonstrate understanding of  a text , referring explicit ly
to  the text  as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3.2

Recount  stories, including fables, fo lktales, and myths f rom diverse cultures;
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain  how it  is conveyed
through key details in  the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3.3

Describe characters in  a story (e.g ., their t raits, mot ivat ions, or feelings)  and explain
how their act ions contribute to  the sequence of  events.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3.5

Refer to  parts of  stories, dramas, and poems when writ ing or speaking about  a text ,
using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanz a; describe how each successive part
builds on earlier sect ions.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.3.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poet ry, at  the h igh end of  the grades 2-3 text  complexity band independent ly and
prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.1

Ask and answer quest ions to  demonstrate understanding of  a text , referring explicit ly
to  the text  as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.2

Determine the main  idea of  a text ; recount  the key details and explain  how they
support  the main  idea.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL Describe the relat ionship  between a series of  h istorical events, scient if ic ideas or



A-
Literacy.R
I.3.3

concepts, or steps in  technical procedures in  a text , using language that  pertains to
t ime, sequence, and cause/ef fect .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.4

Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 3 topic or subject  area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.7

Use in format ion gained f rom illust rat ions (e.g ., maps, photographs)  and the words in
a text  to  demonstrate understanding of  the text  (e.g ., where, when, why, and how key
events occur) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at  the h igh end of  the grades 2-3
text  complexity band independent ly and prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3.4

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3.4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3.4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, build ing on
others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.1a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion and other in format ion known about  the topic to  explore
ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.1b

Follow agreed-upon ru les for d iscussions (e.g ., gain ing the f loor in  respect fu l ways,
listening to  others with  care, speaking one at  a t ime about  the topics and texts under
discussion) .



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.1c

Ask quest ions to  check understanding of  in format ion presented, stay on topic, and
link their comments to  the remarks of  o thers.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.1d

Explain  their own ideas and understanding in  light  of  the d iscussion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.2

Determine the main  ideas and support ing details of  a text  read aloud or in format ion
presented in  d iverse media and formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning word and phrases
based on grade 3 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.4 a

Use sentence- level context  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.5

Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.5a

Dist inguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases in  context  (e.g .,
take steps) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversat ional, general academic, and
domain-specif ic words and phrases, including those that  signal spat ial and temporal
relat ionships (e.g ., Af ter d inner that  n ight  we went  looking for them) .

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 4  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.4

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL Refer to  details and examples in  a text  when explain ing what  the text  says explicit ly



A-
Literacy.R
L.4 .1

and when drawing in ferences f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.4 .3

Describe in  depth  a character, set t ing, or event  in  a story or drama, drawing on
specif ic details in  the text  (e.g ., a character's thoughts, words, or act ions) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.4

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.4 .10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poet ry, in  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as
needed at  the h igh end of  the range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .1

Refer to  details and examples in  a text  when explain ing what  the text  says explicit ly
and when drawing in ferences f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .2

Determine the main  idea of  a text  and explain  how it  is supported by key details;
summariz e the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .3

Explain  events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in  a h istorical, scient if ic, or technical
text , including what  happened and why, based on specif ic in format ion in  the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .4

Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words or phrases in
a text  relevant  to  a grade 4  topic or subject  area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .7

Interpret  in format ion presented visually, orally, or quant itat ively (e.g ., in  charts,
graphs, d iagrams, t ime lines, an imat ions, or in teract ive elements on Web pages)  and
explain  how the in format ion contributes to  an understanding of  the text  in  which it
appears.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .8

Explain  how an author uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a
text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .10

By the end of  year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including h istory/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band
prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as needed at  the h igh end of  the range.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4 .4

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4 .4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4 .4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.4

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.4 .9

Draw evidence f rom literary or in format ional texts to  support  analysis, ref lect ion, and
research.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.4 .9 a

Apply grade 4  reading standards to  literature (e.g ., ' 'Describe in  depth  a character,
set t ing, or event  in  a story or drama, drawing on specif ic details in  the text  [e.g ., a
character's thoughts, words, or act ions] .' ' ) .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.4 .9 b

Apply grade 4  reading standards to  in format ional texts (e.g ., ' 'Explain  how an author
uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a text ' ' ) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 4  topics and texts, build ing on
others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .1a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion and other in format ion known about  the topic to  explore
ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .1b

Follow agreed-upon ru les for d iscussions and carry out  assigned ro les.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .1c

Pose and respond to  specif ic quest ions to  clarify or fo llow up on in format ion, and
make comments that  contribute to  the d iscussion and link to  the remarks of  o thers.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .2

Paraphrase port ions of  a text  read aloud or in format ion presented in  d iverse media
and formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .6

Dif ferent iate between contexts that  call for formal English  (e.g ., present ing ideas)
and situat ions where in formal d iscourse is appropriate (e.g ., small-group
discussion) ; use formal English  when appropriate to  task and situat ion. (See grade 4
Language standards 1 on page 28 for specif ic expectat ions.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Knowledge of  Language

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .3

Use knowledge of  language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .3c

Dif ferent iate between contexts that  call for formal English  (e.g ., present ing ideas)
and situat ions where in formal d iscourse is appropriate (e.g ., small-group
discussion) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 4  reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .4 a

Use context  (e.g ., def in it ions, examples, or restatements in  text )  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal precise act ions, emot ions, or states
of  being (e.g ., qu iz z ed, whined, stammered)  and that  are basic to  a part icu lar topic
(e.g ., wild life, conservat ion, and endangered when d iscussing animal preservat ion) .

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 5  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.5

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.5.2

Determine a theme of  a story, drama, or poem f rom details in  the text , including how
characters in  a story or drama respond to  challenges or how the speaker in  a poem
ref lects upon a topic; summariz e the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.5

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.5.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poet ry, at  the h igh end of  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band independent ly and
prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.2

Determine two or more main  ideas of  a text  and explain  how they are supported by key
details; summariz e the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.3

Explain  the relat ionships or in teract ions between two or more individuals, events,
ideas, or concepts in  a h istorical, scient if ic, or technical text  based on specif ic
informat ion in  the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.4

Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 5 topic or subject  area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.8

Explain  how an author uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a
text , ident ifying which reasons and evidence support  which point (s) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at  the h igh end of  the grades 4 -5
text  complexity band independent ly and prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5.4

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5.4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5.4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-

Writ ing Standards



Literacy.
W.5

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.5.9

Draw evidence f rom literary or in format ional texts to  support  analysis, ref lect ion, and
research.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.5.9 a

Apply grade 5 reading standards to  literature (e.g ., ' 'Compare and contrast  two or
more characters, set t ings, or events in  a story or a drama, drawing on specif ic details
in  the text  [e.g ., how characters in teract ] ' ' ) .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.5.9 b

Apply grade 5 reading standards to  in format ional texts (e.g ., ' 'Explain  how an author
uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a text , ident ifying which
reasons and evidence support  which point [s] ' ' ) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, build ing on
others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5.1a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion and other in format ion known about  the topic to  explore
ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5.1b

Follow agreed-upon ru les for d iscussions and carry out  assigned ro les.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5.1c

Pose and respond to  specif ic quest ions by making comments that  contribute to  the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of  o thers.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5.2

Summariz e a writ ten  text  read aloud or in format ion presented in  d iverse media and
formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5.4 a

Use context  (e.g ., cause/ef fect  relat ionships and comparisons in  text )  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal contrast , addit ion, and other logical
relat ionships (e.g ., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in  addit ion) .

Massachuset t s Curriculum Framewo rks
Language Art s

Grade 3 - Adopted: 2011
FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.3.

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.3.1. Ask and answer quest ions to  demonstrate understanding of  a text , referring explicit ly
to  the text  as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.3.2. Recount  stories, including fables, fo lktales, and myths f rom diverse cultures;
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain  how it  is conveyed
through key details in  the text .

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.3.3. Describe characters in  a story (e.g ., their t raits, mot ivat ions, or feelings)  and explain
how their act ions contribute to  the sequence of  events.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.3.

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.3.5. Refer to  parts of  stories, dramas, and poems when writ ing or speaking about  a text ,
using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanz a; describe how each successive part
builds on earlier sect ions.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.3.

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 MA.RL.3.
8.A.

Ident ify elements of  f ict ion (e.g ., characters, set t ing, p lot , problem, solut ion)  and
elements of  poet ry (e.g ., rhyme, rhythm, f igurat ive language, alliterat ion,
onomatopoeia) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.3.

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.3.10. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poet ry, at  the h igh end of  the grades 2-3 text  complexity band independent ly and
prof icient ly.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.3.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.3.1. Ask and answer quest ions to  demonstrate understanding of  a text , referring explicit ly
to  the text  as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.3.2. Determine the main  idea of  a text ; recount  the key details and explain  how they
support  the main  idea.

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.3.3. Describe the relat ionship  between a series of  h istorical events, scient if ic ideas or
concepts, or steps in  technical procedures in  a text , using language that  pertains to
t ime, sequence, and cause/ef fect .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.3.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.3.4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 3 topic or subject  area.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.3.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.3.7. Use in format ion gained f rom illust rat ions (e.g ., maps, photographs)  and the words in
a text  to  demonstrate understanding of  the text  (e.g ., where, when, why, and how key
events occur) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.3.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5



COURSE .3.

STRAND  Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.3.10. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at  the h igh end of  the grades 2-3
text  complexity band independent ly and prof icient ly.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
F.3.

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills Pre-K-5

STRAND  Fluency

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RF.3.4 . Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

INDICATOR  RF.3.4 .a. Read grade- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

INDICATOR  RF.3.4 .c. Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.3.

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.3.1. Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, build ing on
others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

INDICATOR  SL.3.1.a. Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion and other in format ion known about  the topic to  explore
ideas under d iscussion.

INDICATOR  SL.3.1.b . Follow agreed-upon ru les for d iscussions (e.g ., gain ing the f loor in  respect fu l ways,
listening to  others with  care, speaking one at  a t ime about  the topics and texts under
discussion) .

INDICATOR  SL.3.1.c. Ask quest ions to  check understanding of  in format ion presented, stay on topic, and
link their comments to  the remarks of  o thers.

INDICATOR  SL.3.1.d . Explain  their own ideas and understanding in  light  of  the d iscussion.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.3.

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.3.2. Determine the main  ideas and support ing details of  a text  read aloud or in format ion
presented in  d iverse media and formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
3.

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.3.4 . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning word and phrases
based on grade 3 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

INDICATOR  L.3.4 .a. Use sentence- level context  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
3.

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.3.5. Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  L.3.5.a. Dist inguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases in  context  (e.g .,
take steps) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
3.

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.3.6 . Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversat ional, general academic, and
domain-specif ic words and phrases, including those that  signal spat ial and temporal
relat ionships (e.g ., Af ter d inner that  n ight  we went  looking for them) .

Massachuset t s Curriculum Framewo rks
Language Art s

Grade 4  - Adopted: 2011
FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.4 .

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Key Ideas and Details



STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.4 .1. Refer to  details and examples in  a text  when explain ing what  the text  says explicit ly
and when drawing in ferences f rom the text .

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.4 .3. Describe in  depth  a character, set t ing, or event  in  a story or drama, drawing on
specif ic details in  the text  (e.g ., a character's thoughts, words, or act ions) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.4 .

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.4 .10. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poet ry, in  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as
needed at  the h igh end of  the range.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.4 .

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .1. Refer to  details and examples in  a text  when explain ing what  the text  says explicit ly
and when drawing in ferences f rom the text .

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .2. Determine the main  idea of  a text  and explain  how it  is supported by key details;
summariz e the text .

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .3. Explain  events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in  a h istorical, scient if ic, or technical
text , including what  happened and why, based on specif ic in format ion in  the text .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.4 .

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words or phrases in
a text  relevant  to  a grade 4  topic or subject  area.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.4 .

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .7. In terpret  in format ion presented visually, orally, or quant itat ively (e.g ., in  charts,
graphs, d iagrams, t ime lines, an imat ions, or in teract ive elements on Web pages)  and
explain  how the in format ion contributes to  an understanding of  the text  in  which it
appears.

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .8. Explain  how an author uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a
text .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.4 .

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.4 .10. By the end of  year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including h istory/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band
prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as needed at  the h igh end of  the range.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
F.4 .

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills Pre-K-5

STRAND  Fluency

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RF.4 .4 . Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

INDICATOR  RF.4 .4 .a. Read grade- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

INDICATOR  RF.4 .4 .c. Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.W.
4 .

Writ ing Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 W.4 .9 . Draw evidence f rom literary or in format ional texts to  support  analysis, ref lect ion, and
research.

INDICATOR  W.4 .9 .a. Apply grade 4  Reading standards to  literature (e.g ., ' 'Describe in  depth  a character,
set t ing, or event  in  a story or drama, drawing on specif ic details in  the text  [e.g ., a
character's thoughts, words, or act ions] .' ' ) .



INDICATOR  W.4 .9 .b . Apply grade 4  Reading standards to  in format ional texts (e.g ., ' 'Explain  how an author
uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a text ' ' ) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.4 .

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.4 .1. Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 4  topics and texts, build ing on
others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

INDICATOR  SL.4 .1.a. Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion and other in format ion known about  the topic to  explore
ideas under d iscussion.

INDICATOR  SL.4 .1.b . Follow agreed-upon ru les for d iscussions and carry out  assigned ro les.

INDICATOR  SL.4 .1.c. Pose and respond to  specif ic quest ions to  clarify or fo llow up on in format ion, and
make comments that  contribute to  the d iscussion and link to  the remarks of  o thers.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.4 .

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.4 .2. Paraphrase port ions of  a text  read aloud or in format ion presented in  d iverse media
and formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.4 .

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.4 .6 . Dif ferent iate between contexts that  call for formal English  (e.g ., present ing ideas)
and situat ions where in formal d iscourse is appropriate (e.g ., small-group
discussion) ; use formal English  when appropriate to  task and situat ion. (See grade 4
Language standards 1 and 3 on page 30 for specif ic expectat ions.)

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
4 .

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Knowledge of  Language

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.4 .3. Use knowledge of  language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

INDICATOR  L.4 .3.c. Dif ferent iate between contexts that  call for formal English  (e.g ., present ing ideas)
and situat ions where in formal d iscourse is appropriate (e.g ., small-group
discussion) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
4 .

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.4 .4 . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 4  reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

INDICATOR  L.4 .4 .a. Use context  (e.g ., def in it ions, examples, or restatements in  text )  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
4 .

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.4 .6 . Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal precise act ions, emot ions, or states
of  being (e.g ., qu iz z ed, whined, stammered)  and that  are basic to  a part icu lar topic
(e.g ., wild life, conservat ion, and endangered when d iscussing animal preservat ion) .

Massachuset t s Curriculum Framewo rks
Language Art s

Grade 5  - Adopted: 2011
FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.5.

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5

STRAND  Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.5.2. Determine a theme of  a story, drama, or poem f rom details in  the text , including how
characters in  a story or drama respond to  challenges or how the speaker in  a poem
ref lects upon a topic; summariz e the text .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
L.5.

Reading Standards for Literature Pre-K-5



STRAND  Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RL.5.10. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poet ry, at  the h igh end of  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band independent ly and
prof icient ly.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.5.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.5.2. Determine two or more main  ideas of  a text  and explain  how they are supported by key
details; summariz e the text .

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.5.3. Explain  the relat ionships or in teract ions between two or more individuals, events,
ideas, or concepts in  a h istorical, scient if ic, or technical text  based on specif ic
informat ion in  the text .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.5.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.5.4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 5 topic or subject  area.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.5.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.5.8. Explain  how an author uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a
text , ident ifying which reasons and evidence support  which point (s) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.RI
.5.

Reading Standards for In format ional Text  Pre-K-5

STRAND  Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RI.5.10. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at  the h igh end of  the grades 4 -5
text  complexity band independent ly and prof icient ly.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.R
F.5.

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills Pre-K-5

STRAND  Fluency

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 RF.5.4 . Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

INDICATOR  RF.5.4 .a. Read grade- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

INDICATOR  RF.5.4 .c. Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.W.
5.

Writ ing Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 W.5.9 . Draw evidence f rom literary or in format ional texts to  support  analysis, ref lect ion, and
research.

INDICATOR  W.5.9 .a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to  literature (e.g ., ' 'Compare and contrast  two or
more characters, set t ings, or events in  a story or a drama, drawing on specif ic details
in  the text  [e.g ., how characters in teract ] ' ' ) .

INDICATOR  W.5.9 .b . Apply grade 5 Reading standards to  in format ional texts (e.g ., ' 'Explain  how an author
uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a text , ident ifying which
reasons and evidence support  which point [s] ' ' ) .

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.5.

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.5.1. Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, build ing on
others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

INDICATOR  SL.5.1.a. Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion and other in format ion known about  the topic to  explore
ideas under d iscussion.

INDICATOR  SL.5.1.b . Follow agreed-upon ru les for d iscussions and carry out  assigned ro les.

INDICATOR  SL.5.1.c. Pose and respond to  specif ic quest ions by making comments that  contribute to  the



discussion and elaborate on the remarks of  o thers.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.S
L.5.

Speaking and Listening Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 SL.5.2. Summariz e a writ ten  text  read aloud or in format ion presented in  d iverse media and
formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
5.

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.5.4 . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

INDICATOR  L.5.4 .a. Use context  (e.g ., cause/ef fect  relat ionships and comparisons in  text )  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

FOCUS /
COURSE

 MA.CC.L.
5.

Language Standards Pre-K-5

STRAND  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD /
CONCEPT /
SKILL

 L.5.6 . Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal contrast , addit ion, and other logical
relat ionships (e.g ., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in  addit ion) .
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