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Overview

Title: New Testament Survey – Gospels

Speaker: Dr. Robert Stein, The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary

This is the first part of an introductory course to the New 
Testament, covering the books Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. 

I. GOALS

1. Establish an understanding of the relationship between
each of the gospels and the emphases of each Gospel.

2. Familiarity with the methods of Jesus teaching and how
they aid in understanding the Gospels.

3. Understanding of the life of Jesus including major events,
with an emphasis on the last days of Jesus.

IV. REQUIREMENTS

1. 33 sessions

2. 2 hours per week (lesson and discussion)

III. PREREQUISITES

None

IV. FORMAT

Audio
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BiblicalTraining.org

BiblicalTraining.org is not–for–profit ministry that gives 
all people access to a world–class Christian education at 
no cost. Our classes range from new believers to biblical 
literacy (“Foundations”), deeper Bible study (“Academy”), and 
seminary–level training (“Institute”). 

We are a 501(c)3 not–for–profit and rely solely on the 
donations of our users. All donations are tax deductible 
according to the current US tax codes.

I. DISTINCTIVES

World class. All Bible classes are taught by world–class 
professors from major seminaries.

Holistic. We want to see students move through content to 
deep reflection and application.

Configurable. Ministries can use BT lectures as well as their 
own to design their educational program.

Accessible. BiblicalTraining is a web–based ministry whose 
content is provided at no cost.

Community–based. We encourage people to learn together, 
in mentor/apprentice relationships.

Broadly evangelical. Our materials are broadly evangelical, 
governed by our Statement of Faith, and are not tied to any 
one church, denomination or tradition.

Partners. We provide the content and delivery mechanisms, 
and our partner organizations provide the community and 
mentoring.
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Your Speaker

Dr. Robert Stein taught for nearly thirty years at Bethel 
Seminary. Dr. Stein is a senior professor of New Testament 
interpretation at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SBTS) in Louisville, Kentucky. Twenty years ago, Robert was 
elected with tenure to the faculty and to the Mildred and 
Ernest Hogan Chair of New Testament at SBTS. He is a world-
recognized scholar of the Synoptic Gospels and a widely 
published author of books and journal articles concerning 
hermeneutical issues and the gospels.

I. EDUCATION

Ph.D., Princeton Theological Seminary

STM, Andover Newton Theological School

B.D., Fuller Theological Seminary
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Student’s Guide

We are pleased that you have chosen to use materials from 
BiblicalTraining.org. We trust that you will find them to be 
of the highest quality and truly helpful in your own spiritual 
growth and that of your church. Please read through the 
following guidelines; they will help you make the best use of 
this guide.

I. WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Listen or watch the lesson. The lesson for each chapter is 
designed to be listened to outside of your meeting. Each 
lesson lasts for an hour. This is a crucial step. If the meeting 
time with your fellow students is going to be productive and 
encouraging, everyone in the group needs to have listened to 
and wrestled with the lesson.

Take notes. This guide has the outline for each lesson with 
a summary of the teaching for each major point. If you are 
unable to take notes while listening to the lesson, please work 
through the guide at some point before your meeting.

Questions. Each chapter closes with a series of questions. 
Some of the questions are data based, confirming that 
you understand the information. Other questions are 
more reflective, helping you move beyond the important 
accumulation of knowledge to challenging you to think 
through what you are learning about God, yourself and others, 
and finally to application. Our encouragement is to think 
through your answers before your meeting and then use the 
meeting to share your thoughts and interact with others.

Meeting. Meet together with your group.
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II. MEETING TOGETHER

While some people may have to study on their own, we 
strongly recommend finding a group with which you can 
study. 

A group provides encouragement to finish the class.

Interacting with others, their understanding and insight, is the 
most effective way to sharpen your own thoughts and beliefs.

Just as you will need the help of others from time to time, so 
also they will need your help.
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Mentor’s Guide

If you are leading the group or mentoring an individual, here 
are some suggestions that should help you.

Your role is to facilitate. This is not an opportunity for you to 
teach. In fact, the less visible role you take, the better. Your role 
is to listen and bring out the best in the other people.

Preparation. Be sure to have done your homework thoroughly. 
Have listened to the lesson and think carefully through the 
questions. Have an answer for each question that will get the 
conversation going. A great question is, “What is the Lord 
teaching you this week?”

Creativity. What works to help one person understand may 
not help another. So listen to the conversation and pray that 
the Lord help you bring out the greatest interaction among all 
the people.

Correct error. This is difficult. If someone says something that 
isn’t right, you don’t want to come down on them, telling them 
they are wrong and shutting down their participation. On the 
other hand, if you let an obvious error pass, the rest of the 
group may think you agree and what was said was correct. So 
look for gracious ways to suggest that perhaps the person’s 
comment was incorrect.

Focus. Stay focused on Jesus and the Bible, not on church or 
religious traditions.

Lead the discussion. People don’t want to listen to a sharing of 
common ignorance. Lead by asking questions that will prompt 
others to think.

Silence. Don’t be afraid of silence. It may mean nothing more 
than people are thinking. But if the conversation lags, then ask 
thought–provoking questions to get the discussion started, 
and then step out of the way.
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Discipleship. Be acutely aware of how you can mentor the 
people in the group. Meet with them for coffee. Share some 
life with them. Jesus’ Great Commission is to teach people to 
obey, and the only way this happens is in relationship. 

Different Perspectives. People process information and 
express themselves in different ways based on their 
background, previous experience, culture, religion and other 
factors. Encourage an atmosphere that allows people to share 
honestly and respectfully.

Privacy. All discussions are private, not to be shared outside 
the group unless otherwise specified.

Goal. The goal of this study is not just increased knowledge; 
it is transformation. Don’t be content with people getting the 
“right” answers. The Pharisees got the “right” answer, and 
many of them never made it to heaven (Matt 5:20).

Relationships. Share everyone’s name, email and phone 
number so people can communicate during the week and 
follow up on prayer requests. You may want to set up a way to 
share throughout the week using Slack or WhatsApp.

Finish well. Encourage the people to make the necessary 
commitment to do the work, think reflectively over the 
questions, and complete the class.

Prayer. Begin and end every meeting with prayer. Please don’t 
do the quick “one–prayer–covers–all” approach. Manage the 
time so all of you can pray over what you have learned and 
with what you have been challenged. Pray regularly for each 
individual in the meeting.
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The Synoptic Problem

LESSON OVERVIEW

Discussion of the similarities and differences in the accounts 
of Jesus’ life in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
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I. HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN THE CLOSE SIMILARITIES?

It is apparent from reading the four Gospels that there 
are similarities and differences between the accounts. 
Three of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) look 
very much alike in numerous ways. These are called the 
Synoptic Gospels. There is an obvious literary relationship 
between them. The “synoptic problem” refers to the issue 
of explaining the extent of commonality between these 
three Evangelists. To say that the similarity exists simply 
by inspiration fails to address the fact that the Gospel of 
John (also inspired) is very different from the others.

II. AGREEMENTS IN WORDING

Numerous accounts in the Synoptics will use identical 
words, phrases and even entire sentences. One might 
explain this by saying that all three were relaying history 
in an accurate fashion. However, that explanation would 
imply that when differences occur, they were recorded in 
a less than accurate fashion. For example:

A. Children brought to Jesus

Each account has very similar language and all 
include the sentence “Let the children come to me, 
and do not hinder them”.

Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17
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B. Sadducees question marriage in the resurrection

“Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom” is the exact same in all three.

Matthew 22:22-33; Mark 12: 18-27; Luke 20:27-40

III. AGREEMENTS IN ORDER

Many accounts found in the Synoptics are presented in 
similar order even though they are clearly not based on 
precise chronological order. 

A. Example of events in identical order:

Peter’s confession of Christ; followed by the first 
passion prediction; followed by teachings on 
discipleship; followed by the transfiguration (Note: 
Matthew and Mark include the return of Elijah after 
the transfiguration but Luke does not.); Followed by 
healing of a demon possessed boy; followed by the 
second passion prediction



4 New Testament Survey: Gospels

Matthew 16:13-17:23; Mark 8:27-9:32; Luke 9:18- 
9:45

IV. OTHER AGREEMENTS

A. Not chronological

It is highly unlikely that anyone would attempt to tell 
a story in precise chronological order. It is more likely 
that they would group material together to make the 
story more coherent. According to John, Jesus made 
trips to and from Galilee and Jerusalem. Matthew, 
Mark and Luke all relate their narratives by organizing 
the events in Galilee at the first of Jesus’ ministry and 
then the events in Jerusalem at the end. 

B. Editorial comments

Very similar (sometimes identical) editorial comments 
are added immediately after Jesus is quoted. It is very 
unlikely that this would occur if the three were writing 
without some literary connection. 
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1. Example one:

“So when you see the abomination of desolation 
spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the 
holy place (let the reader understand) then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” 
(Matthew 24:15-16)

“But when you see the abomination of desolation 
standing where he ought not to be (let the 
reader understand), then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains.” (Mark 13:14)

2. Example two:

But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said 
to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go 
home.” (Matthew 9:6)

“But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic— “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, 
and go home.” (Mark 2:10-11)
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“But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick 
up your bed and go home.” (Luke 5:24)

C. Use of the Old Testament

All three writers, in their account of John the Baptist, 
quote Isaiah 40:3 saying, “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight”. However, this does not 
match either the Greek Old Testament (Septuagint) or 
the Hebrew Old Testament (Masoretic text).

All three writers quote Deuteronomy 6:5 (see 
Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30; and Luke 10:27).

They all include loving the Lord your God with heart 
and mind but none of the OT texts included both.
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V. POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS

A. Oral tradition

The practice of memorizing and reciting oral tradition 
was an honored part of ancient Israel’s culture. Their 
capacity for memorization was much greater than that 
of our modern culture.

B. Written tradition

The amount of identical wording and the striking 
commonality of order indicate that there was some 
form of written tradition that preceded the work of 
these Evangelists. 
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VI. LUKE 1:1-4

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a 
narrative of the things that have been accomplished 
among us, just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered 
them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed 
all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you 
may have certainty concerning the things you have been 
taught.” (Luke 1:1-4)

A. Accounts — written

These verses illustrate the transition from the oral 
tradition to the written record. The word “delivered” 
is a technical term that refers to the passing on of 
tradition. 

B. Accounts — oral

“Orderly account” is more accurately understood as 
logical order rather than chronological order. Luke’s 
written account is clearly in accord with the oral 
tradition of the eyewitnesses.
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QUESTIONS

1. In reading the gospels, have you ever encountered 
parallel passages that were similar, yet contained 
enough differences to generate a question regarding 
interpretation? How did you resolve the question?

2. Have you ever noticed how some accounts in the first 
three gospels are practically identical? Did this create a 
question about the source of the evangelists or did you 
assume that they were simply recording the same events 
with precise accuracy? What new insights have you 
gained from Dr. Stein’s introductory lessons?
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3. In addressing the “synoptic problem”, Dr. Stein gives at 
least five arguments for the existence of some sort of 
a formal tradition (whether oral, written, or both) that 
served as a source(s) for the first three gospel writers. 
Which of these, in your opinion, give the strongest 
support to at least part of this tradition being written? 
Does this hinder your understanding of inspiration in any 
way?

4. What problems arise when we ascribe the similarities 
between Matthew, Mark, and Luke simply to inspiration? 
How does this fail to account for John? How does it fail 
to account for the differences between the Synoptic 
Gospels? 
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The Priority of Mark

LESSON OVERVIEW

The Gospel of Mark is shorter than the other Gospels and 
some of the grammar and theology is unique. There are also 
significant similarities between Mark and the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke.
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I. THE PRIORITY OF MARK

Clearly there is a literary connection between the 
synoptic gospels based on the high degree of similarity 
in wording, order, editorial inserts, & OT quotes. Scholars 
have suggested that there must be some written source, 
perhaps an early gospel version that was shared. There 
is good evidence to indicate that Matthew and Luke 
used Mark for a substantial resource in writing their own 
accounts. The priority of Mark refers to the understanding 
that Mark came first in relation to the other two.

II. LENGTH

A. Overall size is shorter.

Matthew and Luke are much longer accounts which 
include genealogies, stories of the birth of Jesus, the 
Beatitudes, and other passages not found in Mark. 
It is much easier to assume that Matthew/Luke used 
Mark and then added their own material; Rather than 
Mark using Matthew/Luke while excluding significant 
portions of their texts. 
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B. Individual accounts are typically longer.

Some have suggested the Mark was commissioned 
to write a condensed version of the gospel thus 
explaining why material was excluded. However, if his 
purpose was to condense, then the common stories 
would have been condensed. The stories in Mark are 
actually longer. It is Matthew and Luke who condense 
certain stories, presumably to make space for added 
material. (The typical scroll was 25 to 30 foot in 
length.)

III. GRAMMAR

The Greek of Mark is inferior to that of Matthew and 
Luke. It is easier to see Matthew/Luke improving on the 
grammar of Mark; rather than a reverse order in which 
Mark uses the others as a resource but ignores the better 
use of Greek.

A. Use of historical present

There are over 150 examples of the present tense in 
Mark’s gospel and only a handful of instances where 
it is used in the others. It would be more natural for 
Matthew and Luke to use the past tense if they were 
writing at a later date.



14 New Testament Survey: Gospels

B. Use of slang

E.g. “Rise, take up your pallet and go home” (Mark 
2:11). The Greek word for pallet used by Mark was a 
slang word.  Both Matthew and Luke have the exact 
same phrase except they substitute a more formal 
word which is translated bed. (See Matthew 9:6; Luke 
5:24)

1. Redundant expressions

If Mark were attempting to condense an earlier 
gospel, it would be likely that he would eliminate 
redundant expressions. However, redundant 
phrases can be found in Mark that were deleted 
by the Matthew/Luke. This is another indication 
that they used Mark’s material but edited out 
these phrases in or to save space for added 
material.

That evening at sundown they brought to him all 
who were sick or oppressed by demons. (Mark 
1:32)
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And he said to them, “Have you never read what 
David did, when he was in need and was hungry, 
he and those who were with him:” (Mark 2:25)

2. Aramaic phrases

Mark seems to be a more Semitic gospel in his 
use of Aramaic phrases. Greek was the common 
language of the day therefore he would have to 
explain what the phrases meant to his readers. It 
would be quite understandable for Matthew and 
Luke to simply leave these Aramaic expressions 
out of their respective version which is exactly 
what we find.

Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha 
cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, 
arise.” (Mark 5:41)
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IV. THEOLOGICAL DIFFICULTIES

There are several instances where Mark presents 
stories in such a way that might lead to a theological 
misunderstanding without additional explanation.  
Matthew and/or Luke tend to eliminate phrasing that 
could be misinterpreted.

A. Rich young ruler

Jesus asks the rich young ruler, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone.” In Matthew 
this was revised to “Why do you ask me about what is 
good?”

B. Limiting Jesus’ power

In a story of Jesus healing the multitudes, Mark 
recounts “for he had healed many”. (Mark 3:9) Both 
Matthew and Luke revise this in their parallel accounts 
to “and he healed them all”. (Matthew 12:15; Luke 
6:19)
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C. Beside himself

Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, 
so that they could not even eat. And when his family 
heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were 
saying, “He is out of his mind.” (Mark 3:20-21)

“Out of his mind” is sometimes translated as “beside 
himself”. This unflattering statement about Jesus is 
deleted in Matthew and Luke.

V. AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOSPELS

A. Observations

In comparing the order of events found in the 
synoptic Gospels the following observations can be 
made:

Matthew and Mark sometimes agree against the 
order found in Luke.
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Luke and Mark sometimes agree against the order 
found in Matthew.

Matthew and Luke never agree against the order 
found in Mark.

It is therefore most likely that Mark came first with 
Matthew and Luke using material from Mark but not 
knowing each other.

B. What was Q?

Q is considered the source material common to both 
Matthew and Luke. The nature of this Q material 
(written or oral tradition) is unclear. Additional source 
material unique to Luke is referred to as L. Material 
unique to Matthew is referred to as M.
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C. Authorship issues

Matthew and John were both apostles. Mark was a 
co-worker with Paul and from Jerusalem. Luke was a 
Gentile who was converted after the death of Jesus. 
The tradition of authorship is convincing but it is 
important to note that none of the actual gospel 
material bears the name of its author.

QUESTIONS

1. Today, most scholars accept Mark as the earliest Gospel, 
dating it just prior to 70 A.D. Why do you think it took 
almost four decades after the death and resurrection 
of Christ before this was written and circulated to the 
churches?
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2. What practical value do you see in being familiar with 
source criticism in relation to the gospels? (Source 
criticism of the gospels is the analysis of the written 
accounts in order to discover their underlying sources.)

3. How does what Dr. Stein presents in this lesson 
corroborate or contradict your understanding of 
inspiration? 
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Matthew and Luke

LESSON OVERVIEW

Discussion of the extensive similarities between the Gospels 
of Matthew and Luke, including the likely existence of a “Q” 
document.

I. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MATTHEW AND 
LUKE

Certain material found in the gospels of Matthew and 
Luke that are very similar, and, needless to say, if it’s not in 
Mark, they didn’t get it from Mark
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A. Did Matthew and Luke know each other?

Likely not; When you find an M edition in Matthew, it 
never shows up in Luke and if you have an L edition 
in Luke, it doesn’t show up in Matthew — which is 
highly unlikely if they knew each other; Matthew and 
Luke do not order their common material in the same 
order.

B. Did Matthew and Luke use common sources?

Q represents the material in common between 
Matthew and Luke that’s not in Mark.

II. LOCATION OF Q MATERIAL

A. Sayings of Jesus in Matthew

The sayings of Jesus in Matthew are consolidated into 
“sayings chapters” whereas in Luke they are scattered 
throughout.
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B. Q material in Luke

In Matthew, the Q materials is artistically spread 
throughout; In Luke, Q materials is all lumped into 
two sections (Luke 6:20-8:3, 9:51-1814)

C. Development of sayings in Matthew and Luke

There are times where Matthews use of Q materials is 
more primitive (i.e. less theologically developed) and 
Luke is more developed and other times where Luke 
is more primitive in his use of Q material and Matthew 
is more developed.

QUESTIONS

1. Is there any reason why using other written sources 
would conflict with the doctrine of inspiration? Why or 
why not?
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2. Have you ever considered the care Matthew took in 
artistically arranging his Gospel? How does this speak 
to how much he valued his message? How would you 
gauge your affection for the gospel message?

3. Briefly describe the relationship between Matthew and 
Luke. In what ways have you grown in your appreciation 
of the Gospels through this lesson? How has the Lord 
stirred your heart through the study of the relationship 
between Matthew and Luke’s Gospels?
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Literary Criticism and Presuppositions

LESSON OVERVIEW

Some time passed between the ascension of Jesus and 
the writing of the Gospels because there was no need for 
a written account while the eyewitnesses were still alive 
and in that culture oral tradition was the primary method 
of preserving history. Form critics also note that it is likely 
that many of the narratives and sayings of Jesus circulated 
independently.
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I. FINAL THOUGHTS ON LITERARY CRITICISM

A. Only one possibility

Mark as the first gospel used which Luke and Matthew 
use; Secondly, there is another source, Q, which Luke 
and Matthew both also use; Lastly, whatever Matthew 
has is not found anywhere else, we call M, and what 
Luke hasn’t found elsewhere we call L.

B. What was Q?

Q refers to the material in Matthew and Luke that 
they had in common from various sources — perhaps 
written, perhaps oral, but not enough evidence to say 
for sure either way.

C. Authorship issues

The tradition that associates Matthew with this gospel 
says he wrote it in the Aramaic or Hebrew language 
and our Matthew is not a translation from Aramaic or 
Hebrew; additionally if our Matthew used Mark, he 
was copying a Greek manuscript.
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D. Lateness of written Gospels

1. No need for written accounts when 
eyewitnesses were still alive.

As long as you have the eye witness testimony, 
there doesn’t seem to be a great need to write 
things down; Once the apostles begin to die, a 
need to write things down arises.

2. Oral Tradition was more sacred than written 
tradition.

When you wrote traditions down, they lose some 
of the aura of being sacred.

3. Centrality of Jerusalem Church

As the church expands beyond Jerusalem, 
it becomes more difficult control the gospel 
message; Many of the witnesses and apostles 
resided in Jerusalem.
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II. PRESUPPOSITIONS OF FORM CRITICISM (PART 1)

A. Presupposition #1 — Before the Gospels were 
written, there was an oral tradition.

There is no debate about this.

B. Presupposition #2 — During the oral period, 
narratives and sayings circulated mainly as self-
contained detached units.

These self-contained detached units are called 
pericopes; These stories are complete in themselves 
and you memorize it as an individual story

C. Presupposition #3 — Material in the Gospels can 
be classified according to form.

Pronouncement stories, miracle stories, sayings and 
parables and stories about Jesus
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D. Presupposition #4 — We know that everything 
Jesus said and did was not recorded.

What we have in the gospels is a collections of stories, 
sayings and teachings that are valuable and are 
passed on, because of their value.

QUESTIONS

1. One of the reasons why the Gospels were so late in being 
written was the spread of the church beyond Jerusalem 
sparked a need for control of the gospel message. What 
does this say about the importance of protecting the 
purity of the gospel message? Where do you see license 
being taken with the gospel message in our culture? 
What correctives would you offer based on scripture?
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2. Define literary criticism and form criticism as they relate 
to the gospels. In what ways are each are beneficial in 
understanding the Gospels.

3. Prior to this course, had you ever considered that 
the Gospels contain different forms — each form with 
different rules of interpretation? How would knowing this 
and growing in the ability to identify each form as you 
see it in the Gospels help you better understand God’s 
word? Taking this course is one step toward growing in 
your ability to better understand God’s word, what are 
some other steps you can take?
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5

Presuppositions and Results

LESSON OVERVIEW

Form criticism is the method of classifying literature by literary 
pattern and determine its original form and historical context 
in order to interpret its meaning accurately.
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I. PRESUPPOSITIONS OF FORM CRITICISM (PART 2)

A. Presupposition #5 — The material of the 
tradition has no biographical, chronological, or 
geographical value.

This presupposition is a general rule that much of 
the material may be even most of it, has little such 
geographical ties or chronological ties or things like 
that, but you can’t make that into a universal rule.

B. Presupposition #6 — The original form of the 
tradition may be recovered and its history 
traced, before being written down, by 
discovering the laws of tradition.

The error here is that they used observation of how 
German folk stories developed over time to create 
rules for interpreting the Gospels; Observing the 
Gospels, there is not enough consistency to form 
these types of rules.
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C. Presupposition #7 — The eyewitnesses had little 
influence over the tradition.

On the contrary, Luke argues that the Gospel tradition 
is being passed on by those who were the eye 
witnesses and ministers of the word.

II. ARGUMENTS AGAINST RADICAL FORM CRITICISM

A. One would expect that the church would have 
produced material addressing some of the great 
problems they faced early on.

If the church were making up materials to help service 
their religion, it seems odd that they never made 
anything up regarding the most important issues they 
faced.

B. We should not minimize the ability of first-
century believers to memorize.

We must not read our memorization abilities onto 
those of the first century.
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C. Eyewitnesses had a preserving effect upon the 
traditions.

The oral tradition wasn’t like a game of telephone, the 
eyewitnesses were readily available to offer corrective 
when and where needed.

D. Leadership was centralized in Jerusalem.

Not just everybody does their own thing.

E. We find a high view of tradition in the New 
Testament.

Paul talks about the tradition being entrusted with us.

F. The church is faithful in passing on material.

The church is faithful in passing on the traditions, 
even if they have difficulties.
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III. RESULTS OF FORM CRITICISM

A. The Gospels are not objective, historical 
biographies of the life of Jesus.

1. Gospels are the truth, but they are not 
neutral, otherwise they wouldn’t be 
evangelists.

2. Not historical in the sense of the word that 
they deal with the miraculous.

3. Not biographical since they omit large 
portions of Jesus’ life.
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B. The Gospels were preserved for their religious 
value.

According to form criticism, the Gospels are not 
historical works, but rather supernatural works; The 
presupposition is that the miracles cannot happen, 
thus they cannot be historical.

C. Because these are not objective biographies, 
rather these are predominantly independent 
stories, this helps us understand the work of the 
Evangelist better.

QUESTIONS

1. Dr. Stein indicates that form criticism is neutral in and of 
itself, just as a knife is neutral, but what we do with it is 
not neutral. In what ways has form criticism been used 
harmfully? In what ways could you employ it  to help you 
better understand/teach the Gospels?
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2. What do you find most challenging about the 
presuppositions and results of form criticism?

3. What does Dr. Stein mean by “the Gospels are not 
neutral?” When you evaluate your own heart and 
affections, are you neutral toward the gospel message? 
Why or why not? What practices can you implement to 
grow your affections?

4. Dr. Stein spends a sizable portion of his lesson discussing 
the church’s faithfulness to pass on the message of the 
Gospels, even when the message is difficult in places. 
How would you rate your faithfulness to passing on the 
gospel message to a needy world? Why?
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6

Redaction Criticism

LESSON OVERVIEW

Redaction criticism focuses on evaluating how a writer has 
seemingly shaped and molded a narrative to express his 
theological goals.

I. FOCUSES ON THE PARTICULAR EMPHASES OF 
THE EVANGELIST

Whereas the form critics were more sociologists, the 
redaction critics were more psychologists, exploring each 
Gospel writer as an individual.
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II. LUKAN THEOLOGICAL EMPHASES

A. The importance of the Spirit

Luke emphasizes and reinforces the role of the Holy 
Spirit where the other Gospels lack a particular 
emphasize on the Spirit in the same stories.

B. The importance of prayer

Once again, Luke adds emphasis on prayer where 
it is lacking in the other Gospels; Everything that’s 
important in the Gospels and Acts is preceded by 
prayer.

III. MATTHEAN THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS — 
FULFILLMENT OF SCRIPTURE

Matthew goes to lengths to demonstrate how Jesus 
fulfills numerous Old Testament texts, a characteristic 
unique to his Gospel.
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QUESTIONS

1. How does redaction criticism help us see the various 
emphases of each Gospel account?

2. When discussing Luke’s emphasis on prayer, Dr. Steins 
says “when the people pray, things happen” and 
“everything that’s important in the Gospels and Acts is 
preceded by prayer.” Do you pray regularly? How does 
Luke’s emphasis on prayer encourage you in your prayer 
life?

3. Why do you think Matthew felt Jesus’ fulfillment of 
scripture was so important? What does this emphasis 
teach us about Jesus? What corrective does it offer to 
your theology?
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7

The Gospel of Mark

LESSON OVERVIEW

Studying the background and theological emphases of the 
Gospel of Mark helps us to understand the central message of 
his Gospel.

I. EMPHASES

More important than authorship is the question of what 
this book is seeking to teach.

A. Central importance of the cross

Some have referred to the Gospel of Mark as the 
Passion Story with an extended introduction.
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1. Role of Jewish leadership

It is important to distinguish between the Jewish 
people and the Jewish leadership of the day. 
We learn from the account that the leadership 
delivered Jesus up out of envy (Mark 15:10). The 
leadership actually feared the reaction of the 
people because of Jesus’ popularity among the 
general Jewish public (Mark 12:12, Mark 14:1-2).

2. Divine cause of the cross

The real cause of the cross was divine rather than 
human.

a) Foretold in the Old Testament

b) Foretold by Jesus 
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c) Necessity of the cross

And he began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. (Mark 8:31)

Why this emphasis? Possibly because the 
audience of Mark were trying to understand 
how the Son of God could have suffered this 
fate.

B. Call to discipleship

There is a unique pattern found in the middle of this 
Gospel

1. Passion prediction

There is a series of three pronouncements made 
by Jesus concerning his death (Mark 8:31, Mark 
9:31, Mark 10:33)
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2. Disciple error

Each of these pronouncements is followed by an 
account of misunderstanding by his disciples.

3. Discipleship teaching

The misunderstanding precipitates an occasion 
for teaching by Jesus.

C. Teaching ministry of Jesus

The words “teach”, “teacher”, and “Rabbi” are used 
frequently throughout Mark’s Gospel.
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D. Messianic secret

Numerous accounts are made of Jesus instructing 
his followers not to reveal his identity. The land was a 
political tinderbox. If Jesus had publicly revealed his 
messianic identity, it would have been misinterpreted 
as the leader who would restore Israel’s national 
independence. This explains his frequent use of 
parables to teach about the Kingdom of God.

E. Person of Christ

1. Miracles

Mark emphasizes numerous miracles — healing, 
nature, exorcisms. Note: exorcisms were clearly 
distinguished from miracles of healing. E.g. Mark 
1:34

And he healed many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons. And he 
would not permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him.
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2. Implicit Christology

These included references to the authority to 
forgive sin and the authority to cleanse the 
temple.

3. Explicit Christology (Titles)

a) Son of God

E.g., Mark 1:1

b) Son of Man

Appears to be a favorite title of Jesus

c) Christ

This title was used sparingly and often was 
associated with warnings not to reveal his 
identity.
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F. Dullness of disciples

This seems to be emphasized more by Mark than 
the other Gospel writers. It is encouraging to be 
reminded that God uses very ordinary people (even 
for his Apostles).

II. AUDIENCE OF MARK

A. Greek speaking, did not understand Aramaic

B. Not acquainted with Jewish customs

Apparently, the audience was primarily Gentile. There 
are cases where he seems to explain Jewish customs. 
Mark references the Passover lamb in Mark 14:12 
which would have been unnecessary to a Jewish 
audience.
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C. Familiar with Latin

In the story of the widow’s mite (Mark 12:42), clarity is 
provided using the penny which was a Roman coin.

D. Roman reckoning of time

Mark 6:48 refers to a fourth watch which indicated 
a Roman reckoning of time. Jewish time only 
recognized three watches in the night.

E. The Praetorium

The reference to the Praetorium in Mark 15:16 is 
another indicator that Mark’s audience was more 
familiar with Roman terminology.



7. The Gospel of Mark 49

III. AUTHORSHIP OF MARK

A. Text is anonymous

This is true of all the Gospels.

B. More concerned with what than who

The absence of the writer’s name doesn’t indicate 
that the audiences were unaware of the identity of the 
author.

C. Tradition

Tradition holds that Mark was the recorder of Peter’s 
memoirs. There are two extremes concerning the 
traditions of the early church. Some have accepted 
these traditions without question. Others receive 
all traditions with extreme skepticism. One should 
examine the traditions to determine how much 
weight they should carry. The fact that Mark was a not 
an Apostle yet virtually all of the early church fathers 
were in agreement concerning his authorship, would 
add weight to this tradition being accurate.
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D. Why is this important?

IV. DATE OF MARK

None of the Gospels have dates. Tradition holds that 
Mark wrote his Gospel shortly after the death of Peter 
which would place it just prior to 70 A.D. The fact that 
there are no specific references to the destruction of 
Jerusalem would support this tradition.

QUESTIONS

1. What is your reaction to the statement that the death of 
Jesus was divinely orchestrated? How does this align with 
or bristle against your understanding of God?
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2. Mark emphasizes the call to discipleship, which is 
characterized in Matthew, Mark, and Luke by denying 
yourself, taking up your cross, and following Jesus. How 
have you denied yourself for the sake of Jesus this past 
week? What do you think it looks like to take up your 
cross? Step back and evaluate your life — is your life 
characterized by a genuine affection for and pursuit of 
Jesus or just the business of church routines?

3. Does it seem unusual to you that Jesus would want to 
keep his messianic identity secret? Why does he do this? 
How did things change once he died?

4. How does better understanding Mark’s audience help us 
better understand Mark?
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8

The Gospel of Matthew

LESSON OVERVIEW

Studying the background and theological emphases of the 
Gospel of Mark helps us to understand the central message of 
his Gospel.

I. THEOLOGICAL EMPHASES

A. Fulfillment of the Old Testament

One of the themes Matthew emphasizes is how the 
events surrounding Jesus were actually a fulfillment of 
the OT.
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1. Heavy use of term “fulfilled”

Accounts in the synoptic gospels are often very 
similar except Matthew will add a “fulfillment 
quotation” that Mark and Luke don’t include.

But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, 
that it must be so?” At that hour Jesus said to the 
crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after 
day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 
seize me. But all this has taken place that the 
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” 
Then all the disciples left him and fled. (Matthew 
26:54-56)

Compare this to Luke 22:52-53 and Mark 14:48-
49.

2. Frequent use of “it is written”

“It is written” is another expression used more 
frequently in Matthew as a way of emphasizing 
that the events of the day were predicted by the 
Old Testament.
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3. Numerous additional Old Testament 
quotations

E.g., “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” is found both 
in Matthew 9:13 and Matthew 12:7. This is a 
reference to Hosea 6:6.

B. Particular/universal in Matthew

1. Jewish nature

The opening verse in Matthew is a clear 
indication of his intent to highlight the Jewish 
dimension of his account.

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. (Matthew 1:1)

These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, 
“Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no 
town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 10:5-6)
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2. Condemnation of the Jews

Having mentioned the strong focus of this 
Gospel, no other Evangelist is as strong in 
his condemnation of Jews, especially Jewish 
leadership.

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:20)

This emphasis on rebutting the Jewish 
leadership should not be considered as anti-
Semitic. This was a Jew criticizing Jews. Neither 
should we assume from these passages that 
there were no devout Pharisees; rather the 
existence of hypocrisy, particularly among those 
who confronted Jesus.

3. Universal concern

Matthew also gives a clear message that Jesus’ 
mission extended beyond a concern for ethnic 
Jews.
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Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my 
beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. I 
will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim 
justice to the Gentiles. (Matthew 12:18)

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19)

C. Concern for the Church

This is the only Gospel that refers specifically to the 
church (ecclesia). (See Matthew 18:17)

The organization of Matthew’s material made it an 
ideal teaching tool for the early church.
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D. Christological emphasis

Matthew includes an emphasis on the authority and 
superiority of Jesus over the Law and the temple.

E. Eschatological emphasis

Matthew contains considerably more material on the 
end of history than the other Gospel writers.

II. AUDIENCE OF MATTHEW

Matthew was a Christian Jew writing to a Jewish 
audience.

A. Must have been Greek-speaking

He wrote using the Greek language.
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B. Expects his readers to be familiar with Jewish 
customs

Unlike Mark, Matthew doesn’t take time to explain 
Jewish customs.

C. Uses Jewish phraseology

D. Substitution for the name of God

Matthew substitutes “Kingdom of heaven” for 
“Kingdom of God”. There is a tradition among devout 
Jews of avoiding the mention God’s name.
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III. AUTHORSHIP OF MATTHEW

A. Tradition is consistent and unanimous

As with Mark, the early church fathers were 
unanimous in tying this gospel to Matthew.

B. Was it originally written in Hebrew or Greek?

Some early traditions held that Matthew collected 
his oracles in Hebrew. However, his writings are not 
easily translated back to Hebrew. This leads to the 
possibility that while Matthew was the source of the 
material, another person could have organized and 
written this Gospel. However, questions concerning 
its authorship have no bearing on its meaning or 
significance.
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QUESTIONS

1. Matthew goes to great lengths to demonstrate Jesus’ 
fulfillment of the Old Testament. How does this continuity 
speak to the sovereignty of God? How does seeing this 
picture of God ordaining and orchestrating history bring 
comfort to the believer as they bring their fears, anxieties, 
and hopes before God?

2. Matthew is clearly concerned with emphasizing that 
the gospel message is for more than just the ethnic 
Jew, but for the gentile as well. Just as Matthew’s 
original audiences needed to hear this, we often need 
reminded that the gospel message is not just for those 
that congregate within the walls of the local church. Are 
the unbelievers in your realm of influence that you have 
neglected to engage with the gospel? Why or why not?
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3. As was the custom with many Jews of his time, Matthew 
avoids using the name of God where possible as an 
act of reverence. What habits do you maintain in your 
life to revere the Lord and remind you of his holiness? 
What habits could you form if these habits are currently 
lacking?

4. What questions do you still have about the book of 
Matthew? What did you find most helpful about this 
lesson?
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9

The Gospel of Luke

With the inclusion of Acts, Luke has written more material than 
any other New Testament writer.

LESSON OVERVIEW

Studying the background and theological emphases of the 
Gospel of Luke helps us to understand the central message of 
his Gospel.
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I. THEOLOGICAL EMPHASES

A. Great loving concern of God for the oppressed

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. 
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 
it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor. (Luke 4:17-18)

1. Tax-collectors

Luke pays particular attention to the inclusion of 
tax collectors, in sharp contrast to the Pharisees 
and scribes.

When all the people heard this, and the tax 
collectors too, they declared God just, having 
been baptized with the baptism of John, but the 
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose 
of God for themselves, not having been baptized 
by him. (Luke 7:29-30)
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The story of Zacchaeus, a tax collector, is unique 
to Luke. (Reference Luke 19)

2. Sinners

God’s concern for sinners is also emphasized by 
Luke.

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety- nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. (Luke 15:7)

3. Poor

But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind. (Luke 14:13)



9. The Gospel of Luke 65

4. Widows

The Parable of the Persistent Widow is found 
Luke 18:1-8, along with many other passages 
that address God’s provision for widows.

5. Lame

6. Blind

7. Samaritans



66 New Testament Survey: Gospels

8. Women

There is an interesting pattern found often in 
Luke in which he relays a story or parable about 
a man then follows with a corresponding story 
about a woman. For instance, in the first chapter 
God reveals his plans to Zechariah concerning 
the birth of John the Baptist. This is shortly 
followed by the story of God revealing his plans 
concerning the birth of Jesus to Mary. 

9. Enemies

Matthew and Luke both record Jesus’ 
instructions to love your enemies (see Matthew 
5:44); but Luke’s account goes further:

But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. (Luke 
6:27-28)
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B. Universalism

The Gospel was for the world, not just Jews

1. Genealogy going back to Adam

Unlike Matthew, Luke takes the genealogy of 
Jesus all the way back to Adam, the father of all 
nations.

2. Gospel story begins with Roman census

Luke relates the events in the context of world 
history, not just Judean history.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. (Luke 2:1-2)
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3. Implicit missions

In the Parable of the Great Banquet, Luke records 
a two fold sending out of the Master’s servant 
which implies that the Gospel would go beyond 
the Jews to the Gentiles.

So the servant came and reported these things 
to his master. Then the master of the house 
became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in the poor and crippled and blind 
and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you 
commanded has been done, and still there is 
room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go 
out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. 
(Luke 14:21-23)

4. Explicit missions

[Jesus] said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” 
(Luke 24:46-47)
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This charge to his disciples is picked up again in 
Acts 1:8.

C. Warnings of the dangers of riches

Luke writes frequently concerning the dangers of 
wealth, such as in the Parable of the Rich Fool found 
in Luke 12:13-21.

D. Repentance

E. Forgiveness
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F. The Holy Spirit

G. The importance of prayer

II. AUTHORSHIP OF LUKE

A. Early church tradition

As with Mark, Luke’s non-Apostle status reinforces the 
unanimity of the early church fathers in crediting Luke 
with this account.
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B. Connection with Acts — “We” sections

There is a clear connection between the Book of Acts 
and Luke just in reading the prologues of each book 
which are addressed to Theophilus. In addition, the 
1st person plural used in parts of Acts, indicate that 
the author (Luke) was actually present.

1. Acts 16:10-17

2. Acts 20:5- 21:18

III. SOURCES

Luke does not use as much of Mark’s material as does 
Matthew. In addition to Q material that he shares with 
Matthew, there is other material unique to Luke.
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IV. AUDIENCE OF LUKE

A. Tradition

Luke’s primary audience was understood to be 
Gentile.

B. Lukan prologue

Theophilus is clearly a Gentile of high standing. 
This could have bearing on Luke’s emphasis on the 
dangers of riches.

C. Individual passages
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1. Tiles — 5:19

Luke describes the roof material in the healing of 
the paralytic as a roof that Theophilus would be 
acquainted with. 

2. Cloak and coat

In explaining how to respond to your enemy, 
Luke uses articles of clothing that would be more 
familiar to a Gentile.

V. DATE OF LUKE

For the days will come upon you, when your enemies 
will set up a barricade around you and surround you 
and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the 
ground, you and your children within you. And they will 
not leave one stone upon another in you, because you 
did not know the time of your visitation. Luke 19:43-44

This passage appears to include a description of the 
actual destruction of Jerusalem by Titus thus dating this 
Gospel post 70 AD. 
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QUESTIONS

1. Luke is particularly concerned with the poor and the 
outcast. How does your local church demonstrate love 
and concern for the poor and the outcast? How do 
you personally serve the poor? If this is not an evident 
concern within your local church and/or your own life, 
what can you do to help cultivate a greater concern?

2. In contrast to Luke’s concern for the poor and the outcast, 
Luke emphasizes warnings about riches. What are the 
dangers of riches according the Luke? Knowing that 
the United States is one of the richest country in the 
world, this warning should really hit home for the North 
American church — how are you heeding these warnings? 
How can you grow in this area?
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3. When trying to better understand the book of Luke, 
what’s the next best book to look to for help? Why? How 
does understanding the relationship between the books 
of the bible help us to better understand the bible?

4. Luke’s primary audience is understood to be largely 
gentile and one of Luke’s major emphases is that the 
gospel is for the nations — Luke is sharing hope with the 
nations. Who has God called you to share hope with? List 
out names or groups of people and how you can best 
share the hope of the gospel with them.
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10

The Gospel of John

LESSON OVERVIEW

Studying the background and theological emphases of the 
Gospel of John helps us to understand the central message of 
his Gospel.

I. CHRISTOLOGY
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A. More developed than other Gospels

The titles “Son of God” and “Christ” are found with 
far more frequency in John than in the Synoptic 
Gospels. The Messianic secret does not appear to 
be a concern. Jesus clearly reveals himself to the 
Samaritan woman and to Martha.

1. The Samaritan woman

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he 
comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, 
“I who speak to you am he.” (John 4:25)

2. Martha, the sister of Lazarus:

She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into 
the world.” (John 11:27)
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B. Explicit examples: vs. 1:18; 5:18; 10:33; 20:28

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God... No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known. (John 1:1, 18)

The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work 
that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, 
because you, being a man, make yourself God.” (John 
10:33)

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” (John 
20:28)

C. Various “I am” sayings (implicit)

The various “I am” sayings in John (e.g. I am the 
bread of life. I am the truth, I am the light) are implicit 
references to his deity.
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D. Jesus greater than John the Baptist

John points out in several instances Jesus’ superiority 
over John the Baptist. Perhaps there were disciples of 
John the Baptist in his audience.

E. Theme of the Gospel — 20: 30-31

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31)

II. DUALISM

A. Examples: vs. 8:23; 7:7; 15:18-19

The evil of this world is contrasted to the realm of 
God.
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He said to them, “You are from below; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
(John 8:23)

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. (John 15:18-19)

B. Moral dualism

The dualism found in John should not be confused 
with ontological dualism of Greek philosophy which 
separated the physical realm from the spiritual 
realm. This philosophy gave birth to certain forms of 
Gnosticism which declared all matter as evil. (This in 
turn led to a rejection of the incarnation)

The moral dualism of John separates righteousness 
and holiness from sin and evil. 
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III. UNIQUE VOCABULARY

Words like faith, love, light, and truth are found far 
more frequently in John than the other Gospels. The 
expression “eternal life” is used frequently in John as a 
synonym for Kingdom of God.

IV. INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL

John goes beyond Abraham and even Adam to 
introduce the Son of God’s presence and role in creation.

V. ESCHATOLOGY OF JOHN

A. Realized — Eternal life is now: 3:36; 5:24

The “now but not yet” aspect of the Kingdom is not 
unique to John but he seems to emphasize the “now”.

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God remains on him. (John 3:36)
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B. Consistent — Judgment, resurrection, second 
coming are future

Even though he emphasizes the “now”; judgment, 
resurrection, and the second coming are still clearly 
portrayed as future events.

VI. HISTORICAL ISSUES

Some have argued that John’s account is a spiritualized 
version of the gospel that is void of dependable historical 
facts. However, this is not the case.

A. John is not ignorant of the geography of Israel.

John speaks of going “down” to Capernaum from 
Cana in John 2:12. This reflects knowledge of the 
actual topology of the region.
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B. Contains features that reveal good access to 
historical information.

John records the detail of five roof colonnades in 
describing the pool of Bethesda in John 5:2. This was 
later verified by archaeological evidence.

C. Information learned from John not found in the 
Synoptic Gospels.

E.g., the three year length of Jesus’ ministry can only 
be learned from John’s Gospel.

VII. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN JOHN AND THE 
SYNOPTICS

A. Contains long pericopes

E.g., the story of Lazarus’ resurrection is 44 verses 
long and takes up the majority of chapter 11.
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B. Contains clear statements as to Jesus’ identity

C. Contains a number of stories not in the other 
Synoptic Gospels

VIII. POSSIBLE INTERMIXTURE OF THE HISTORICAL 
SITUATION OF JESUS AND JOHN

John may well have been including later revelation in the 
story of Nicodemus in order to help clarify the concept of 
conversion to his present day audience.

A. Being born again

John seems to project his present historic perspective 
into his account of the events pertaining to the 
ministry of Jesus. In John 3:5-8, Jesus speaks to 
Nicodemus about being born of the Spirit as if it were 
presently available. However, Jesus made it clear, in a 
later passage that the Spirit had not yet been given.
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Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. ’” 
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit 
had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. (John 7:38-39)

B. The ascension

Going back to the conversation with Nicodemus, the 
ascension is referred to as having already taken place:

No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. (John 3:13)

C. Use of first person plural

Furthermore, John suddenly switches to first 
person plural even though the account records a 
conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus.
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Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 
and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do 
not receive our testimony. (John 3:11)

IX. AUTHORSHIP

There is good evidence for Johannine authorship. Clearly 
it was written by a Jew, living in Palestine who was an 
eyewitness, and with intimate knowledge of the Apostles.

X. UNITY OF THE GOSPEL

This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these 
things, and who has written these things, and we know 
that his testimony is true. (John 21:24)

This verse seems to indicate that others, possibly 
disciples of John, made an addendum at the end. 
Chapter 20 appears to be the conclusion of John’s 
writing while Chapter 21 seems to have been added 
later.

XI. DATE

Tradition holds a date toward the later years of John’s life, 
possibly in the 90’s AD.
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QUESTIONS

1. John is much more explicit about Jesus’ deity than the 
Synoptic Gospels. What passages in John would you 
point to make an argument for the deity of Christ? What 
would you say to someone who is questioning the deity 
of Christ?

2. John emphasizes moral dualism of good and evil. What 
makes this emphasis important and pertinent to the 
culture we live in today?

3. How does awareness of an author’s vocabulary help to 
discern his or her emphases?
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4. What do we learn form John that’s unique from the 
Synoptic Gospels? 

5. What is one question you still have about the Gospel of 
John? 

6. Do you find John’s reading of his current theological 
understanding into his recounting of stories from Jesus’ 
day problematic? Why or why not?
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11

Criteria for Authenticity

LESSON OVERVIEW

By studying the background and comparing the text of the 
synoptic gospels, we can be confident of their authenticity.

I. POSITIVE CRITERION FOR ESTABLISHING 
AUTHENTICITY

A. Multiple attestation

The more witnesses you have to attest, the more 
credibility you give to that witness.
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B. Multiple forms

Different literary forms that have that same teaching

C. Aramaic linguistic phenomena

When you find Aramaic in the Gospels you are closer 
to Jesus’ actual words.

D. Palestinian environmental phenomena

Jesus did much of his teaching in Palestine, therefore 
if you find material that is Palestinian in nature, is likely 
more authentic.

1. Parable of the seed
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2. Parable of kingdom of Heaven like a net

3. Parable of laborers in the vineyard

E. Dissimilarity (a.k.a. discontinuity)

If you knew a saying that is attributed to Jesus that 
couldn’t have arisen out of a Jewish Rabbinic kind of 
background, then who else could it have come from 
but Jesus himself.

1. Use of the word “Abba” for God
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2. Title “Son of Man”

F. Divergent patterns from the redaction

When something written in a Gospel goes against the 
emphasis of the author.

II. NEGATIVE CRITERION FOR ESTABLISHING 
AUTHENTICITY

A. Tendencies of the developing tradition

The Gospels have examples of tradition becoming 
both more developed and less developed, so this is 
not a reliable measure of authenticity.
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1. Peter lopping off the guy’s ear — more 
specific

2. Mark 5:22 — less developed

B. Contradiction

If you have a saying of Jesus that violates the 
environment of Jesus, then he could not have said it.

1. No motorcycles in Jesus’ day

2. Mark 10 — Issue of divorce
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3. Herod’s wife divorcing her husband

C. Contradiction of authentic sayings

If you know Jesus said something and you’re sure by 
other various criteria that he said x, saying y, which 
contradicts x, Jesus could not have said it.

1. Jesus used exaggeration (apparent 
contradiction)

2. Matthew 7:1, 6
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3. Luke 14:26

QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever come across an apparent contradiction in 
the Gospels? What was it? Given the criteria in this lesson,  
what might have been a reasonable explanation?

2. How might the tools of determining authenticity in this 
lesson help you to better trust the bible? 
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3. Often times we think of the bible as one literary whole, 
forgetting that it is composed of writing from many 
different authors. Likewise, scripture is composed of 
many different genres of writing. How does identifying 
each of the author’s and genres help us to confirm and 
trust the authenticity of scripture?

4. Which criteria  for authenticity do you find most helpful? 
Which criteria do you think will be the hardest to identify/
implement in your bible study? What steps or tools could 
you use to aid you in your study?
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12

The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Exaggeration

LESSON OVERVIEW

In order to understand Jesus’ teaching, it is important to 
understand how he uses exaggeration and determine when 
he is using exaggeration to make a point.

I. RECOGNIZING EXAGGERATION

Two forms: Hyperbole, which is exaggeration so great 
that it’s impossible to think of it literally, and the other, 
overstatement, where you could literally think of this 
taking place, but you’d be wrong in doing so; Both 
speaker and hearer must understand exaggeration is 
being used to make it legitimate.
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A. Statement is literally impossible.

At times, Jesus uses statements that cannot 
be interpreted literally and therefore must be 
understood hyperbolically

Matthew 6:2-4, 7:3-5, 23:24

B. Statement conflicts with what Jesus says 
elsewhere.

If a statement conflicts with other clear teachings of 
Jesus, it is likely idiomatic or exaggeration.

Matthew 6:6, 23:2-3; Luke 14:26
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C. Statement conflicts with behavior and actions of 
Jesus elsewhere.

When Jesus acts in a way that conflicts with a 
statement being made, the statement can be 
understand as exaggeration.

Matthew 10:34; Luke 14:26

D. Statement conflicts with teachings of the Old 
Testament.

Matthew 5:33
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E. Statement conflicts with teachings of the New 
Testament.

If a statement conflicts with otherwise clear teaching 
in the New Testament, it should likely be interpreted 
as exaggeration.

Matthew 5:42

F. Statement is interpreted by the Evangelist in a 
non-literal way.

Sometimes the way the Gospel writer conveys 
Jesus’ saying indicates that the statement should be 
interpreted as exaggeration.

Mark 10:11; Luke 14:26, 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11



12. The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: Exaggeration 101

G. Statement is not always literally fulfilled in 
practice.

Jesus sometimes says things that are not intended 
to be literally fulfilled in practice, but are an 
exaggeration of what will generally be fulfilled; i.e. 
“there will not be left here one stone upon another”

Matthew 7:7,10:34, 24:2

H. Statement’s literal fulfillment would not achieve 
the desired goal.

Plucking out your eye if you sin will not achieve the 
goal of what Jesus is teaching; Sometimes literally 
fulfillment of a saying misses the point.

Matthew 5:29
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I. Statement uses a particular literary form prone 
to exaggeration.

Poetry and proverbs are prone to exaggeration 
language.

J. Statement uses idiomatic language that no 
longer bears its literal meaning.

I.e. weeping and gnashing of teeth is simply idiomatic 
for pain and agony.

K. Statement uses all-inclusive and universal 
language.

Providing exceptions and qualifiers would lesson 
the impact of Jesus’ teaching; All inclusive language 
makes much more of a teaching impact.
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QUESTIONS

1. What are some common phrases or ways you use 
exaggeration? Why do you use these phrases?

2. How have these guidelines for exaggeration helped you 
better understand Jesus teaching? What was new for you 
in this lesson?

3. Prior to beginning this class, have you ever considered 
the importance of understanding a speaker’s/writer’s 
intent and use of language in deciphering meaning? Why 
is this so valuable?
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13

The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Literary Forms

LESSON OVERVIEW

The Gospels record how Jesus used different literary forms to 
communicate his teachings.

I. LITERARY FORMS

Jesus used various literary forms to demonstrate 
his authority, to allow us to do the hard work of 
interpretation, and to communicate in a way that is 
memorable.
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A. Puns

An ingenious use of a word or a phrase that suggests 
multiple meanings.

Matthew 16:18, 23:23-24; Mark 4:9, 8:35; Luke 9:59; 
John 3:5-8

B. Proverbs

A brief, popular maxim or wise saying.

Matthew 6:21, 6:34, 26:52

C. Riddles

Sometimes Jesus  puts things in a way that’s not 
transparently obvious, so that his hearers will have to 
think about it
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Matthew 11:12; Mark 14:58; Luke 13:32-33

D. Paradox

A paradox is a statement that seems contradictory 
and is nevertheless true; Paradoxes are almost 
counterintuitive.

Matthew 11:11, 23:27-28; Mark 10:43, Mark 12:41

E. A fortiori

An argument from the lesser to the greater.

Matthew 6:28-30
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F. Use of questions

1. Rhetorical questions

A question used to make a point that no one 
intends to have answered

Mark 7:18-19, 8:12

2. Counter-question

Jesus often refutes his opponents with counter 
questions.

Mark 2:6-9, 11:27-33

G. Parabolic actions

Something that Jesus does to make a point.
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Mark 2:18, 3:14-9, 11:1-4

H. Poetry

1. Synonymous parallelism

The first line makes a statement and the second 
line echoes that statement in different words.

Matthew 6:9-10, 7:7-8; Mark 3:24-25

2. Antithetical parallelism

Where a point is made by making a statement 
and then in the next line, saying the opposite.

Matthew 7:17-18; Luke 16:10
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3. Step parallelism

With each development the speaker is walking 
up the ladder, so to speak.

Matthew 10:40; Mark 9:37

4. Chiasmic parallelism

When arguments make a chiasm; A-B-B-A format 
to argument.

Matthew 7:6 ; Mark 8:35
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QUESTIONS

1. How is the use of literary forms helpful for teaching and 
communication? 

2. Have you ever considered Jesus teaching acumen and 
his choice to use tools he to communicate well? What 
does this tell us about his care for us?

3. Jesus didn’t just simply trust that God would provide the 
words he needed to teach, but he did the hard work of 
learning and employing the teaching techniques of his 
day. What hard work is God calling you to in order to 
better engage your sphere with the gospel?



14. The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: Parables (Part 1) 111

14

The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Parables (Part 1)

LESSON OVERVIEW

Jesus told parables to communicate with people. It’s 
important to know how to interpret parables to accurately 
understand what Jesus was trying to teach. At different times 
in history, people have used different paradigms to interpret 
parables.
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I. THE GENRE OF PARABLES (PART 1)

A. History of interpretation

1. Early Church – 500

According to Origin, just as humans consist of a 
tripart type nature, a body part, a soul part and 
a spirit part, so the word of God has a tripart 
type nature; This rational leads to allegorical 
interpretation.

2. Middle ages – 1500

Cassian adds a fourth level to interpretation: 
Theres a literal meaning, a moral meaning, a 
spiritual meaning, and a heavenly meaning.

3. Reformation – 1888

The reformers were very much opposed to 
allegory, yet continued to employ allegory 
in regards to parables; Sola Scriptura as the 
foundation of the shift: the church doesn’t assign 
authority or meaning, but recognizes it.



14. The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: Parables (Part 1) 113

Archbishop R. C. Trench published the book 
“The Notes on the Parables of Our Lord” in 1841

4. Modern period

Adolf Eulicher wrote a book in 1888 called  “The 
Parable Talks of Jesus”; Parables have only one 
main point

B. Rules for Interpretation

1. Seek the main point of the parable.

Don’t press the details. Look for the main point.

2. Seek to understand what Jesus meant.

Who was he speaking to and how would they 
have understand what he was saying?
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3. Seek to understand what the evangelist 
meant.

4. Seek to understand what God is teaching us 
today in the parable.

Extrapolate the meaning as understand by the 
original audience into today’s context.

QUESTIONS

1. When or how have you experienced allegory in the 
church today? Why do we tend to allegorize difficult 
passages? Do you find that you have this tendency? What 
is the trouble with this?
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2. Why do “verse of the day” devotions have a 
particular propensity toward encouraging allegorical 
understanding of scripture? How is this problematic?

3. Dr. Stein warns about generational blindness to error — in 
your assessment, what blindnesses may have befallen our 
generation? What might your blindnesses be?

4. In what ways have you struggled to understand parables 
in the past? Has learning the four rules of interpretation 
for parables been helpful? How so?
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5. When you study scripture, do you tend to try to extract 
meaning from the text for yourself, or do you strive to 
understand what the author intended to convey? Why is it 
important to try and seek the author’s intended meaning?
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15

The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Parables (Part 2)

LESSON OVERVIEW

Jesus told parables to communicate with people. It’s 
important to know how to interpret parables to accurately 
understand what Jesus was trying to teach. At different times 
in history, people have used different paradigms to interpret 
parables.

I. APPLICATION OF RULES TO THE PARABLE OF THE 
GOOD SAMARITAN

The one main point is identifying who the neighbor is 
that we are to love, which Jesus makes clear with his 
introductory and concluding comments
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To understand what this is teaching us today we 
must seek to identify our own surprising and unlikely 
neighbors.

II. OTHER PARABLES

A. The hidden treasure and the pearl

The kingdom of God is worth everything to have, 
whatever in life it may cost.

B. The ten virgins

The main points is be ready or you will miss out; Don’t 
press the details

C. The unjust steward

The unjust steward saw judgment knocking at his 
door and he prepares for it, that is the only point of 
the parable.
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D. The laborers in the vineyard

The main point surrounds the first hour workers; The 
Pharisees think of themselves much like the first hour 
workers — we kept the law all the time, the kingdom 
belongs to us — now Jesus offering to the publicans, 
tax collectors and centers the gospel; The grumbling 
of the Pharisees fits very nicely that kind of mentality.

III. SUB-RULES FOR ARRIVING AT THE MAIN POINT 
OF A PARABLE

A. Who are the two main characters?

It is normally easy to narrow down to three main 
characters; Asking which are the two most important 
is really a good way of focusing on the main point of 
the parable.

B. What occurs at the end? (Rule of end stress)

What occurs at the end is more important.
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C. What occurs in direct discourse?

When you switch in a parable to direct discourse, 
focus on what is being said.

D. Who gets the most space/press?

Usually you spend the most time on what you want to 
emphasize

QUESTIONS

1. Dr. Stein points out that of all the Gospels, Luke is most 
concerned with the outcast. Likewise, God has a deep 
concern for the outcast. How would you describe your 
concern for the outcast — or lack thereof? Why are the 
outcast so near to God’s heart? If lacking, how might you 
cultivate a deeper concern for the outcast?
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2. What’s the danger of pressing details in parables?

3. Dr. Stein argues that the main point of the Parable of the 
Unjust Steward is preparing oneself for judgment. Are 
you prepared for judgment? If not, why? If so, who do 
you know that may not be prepared for judgment? How 
can you play a role in helping them to prepare?

4. What remaining questions do you have regarding the 
interpretation of parables?
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16

The Method of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Parables (Part 3) and Allegory

LESSON OVERVIEW

Jesus used different literary forms to communicate with 
people. It’s important to know how to interpret these literary 
forms, including parables, to accurately understand what 
Jesus was trying to teach.

I. THE PARABLE OF THE “PRODIGAL SON”

Dr. Stein argues that this parable more likely has the 
father and the older brother as the main characters with 
the main point being an exhortation to rejoice when 
sinners are saved, rather than grumble that those who are 
not like us have received grace.
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II. TWO PARTS TO A PARABLE

A. The picture part

The description of the story

B. The reality part

What it’s trying to teach

III. ALLEGORY

Two questions to determine if , would Jesus’ audience 
have attributed meaning to these details, would they 
have seen in them significance? And the second 
question, would the evangelist audience have attributed 
meaning to these details?
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A. Would Jesus’ audience have attributed meaning 
to these details?

Jesus’ audience would have had all they needed to 
know and to understand his parables.

B. Would the evangelist’s audience have attributed 
meaning to these details?

Likewise, the evangelist’s audience would have 
everything they needed to understand the parables; 
Understanding wasn’t dependent on some later 
revelation.

C. The parable of the evil tenants

This parable reflects many of the details found in 
Isaiah 5, indicating to Jesus’ audience that they ought 
to understand this parable allegorically.
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QUESTIONS

1. When is it appropriate to interpret a passage 
allegorically? To whom must we look to make this 
assessment?

2. What did you glean from Dr. Stein’s teaching on the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son? How did the rules of 
interpretation help Dr. Stein reach the conclusions that he 
does?

3. How might you go about identifying how Jesus’ and/
or the evangelist’s audiences would have attributed 
meaning to the details in a parable?
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17

The Message of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Kingdom of God

LESSON OVERVIEW

The kingdom of God is God’s kingdom invading the earthly 
kingdom. There is a tension between the “now” and “not yet.”

I. THE KINGDOM OF GOD

A. Root of Jesus’ teachings

The teaching concerning the kingdom of God is at 
the very root and essence of the Jesus teaching.
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B. “Kingdom of Heaven” = “Kingdom of God”

1. Matthew uses the terms interchangeably.

It’s very clear that Matthew’s expression 
‘Kingdom of Heaven’ is a synonym for ‘Kingdom 
of God’.

2. “Of Heaven” in lieu of “of God”

Matthew is writing to a Jewish audience, and 
the Jewish reverence for the name of God was 
such that they sought to avoid using it wherever 
possible.

C. Four interpretations

1. Non-eschatological school

The Kingdom of God doesn’t have anything 
to do with the end of the world, rather Jesus is 
referring to the essence of the kingdom being 
God’s personal rule in the human heart.



128 New Testament Survey: Gospels

2. Political school

Jesus came to establish a new political 
organization in the world, a new world order so 
to speak.

3. Consistent eschatology

Jesus was talking about history coming to an 
end. It’s completely eschatological. It is future, it’s 
not right now with Jesus, but it’s just around the 
corner. It’s going to happen.

4. Realized eschatology

What Jesus meant by the coming of the kingdom 
of God was not the end of history, but the fact 
that history had now been realized in that the 
kingdom of God had completely come.
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D. Realized passages

1. Luke 11:20

2. Luke 16:16

3. Luke 17:20

E. Future passages

1. Luke 11:2

2. Matthew 7:21
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3. Luke 22:29

F. The already now — not yet

There’s a sense in which the kingdom of God has 
already come in fulfillment of the Old Testament 
promises, but the absolute consummation of the 
kingdom with all it brings is still future.

1. Kingdom is a dynamic reign of a king.

Scripture has a dynamic understanding of 
kingdom, not a territorial static one.

2. Tension between the two realities.

The tension between the indicative and the 
imperative; Paul expresses this stating, “we’ve 
died to sin...therefore don’t sin.”
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3. D-Day and V-Day

The kingdom of God has come in D Day 
rendering the enemy defeated, but his ultimate 
victory and fulfillment comes in V Day when the 
kingdom of God comes in all of its fullness

G. Dangers

1. Emphasizing the now

Over emphasizing the now loses sight of the 
fact that there is sorrow, there is pain, there is 
suffering, there is disease, there is no perfection 
in life and that those who are most sensitive to 
their own sinfulness, probably are the holier of 
all.
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2. Emphasizing the not yet

This camp so emphasizes what is to come that 
they forget that something actually happened 
at Pentecost and that we have the Holy Spirit at 
work among us.

3. Separating the Old Testament and New 
Testament

You cannot separate the Old Testament from 
the New Testament; The New Testament is the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament.

H. A proper approach
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QUESTIONS

1. How would you have described the Kingdom of God 
prior to this lesson? Has the way you would described the 
Kingdom of God changed? How so?

2. Why is it important to have a proper understanding of the 
Kingdom of God?
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3. What’s the danger of over-emphasizing the already? 
What’s the danger of over emphasizing the not yet? In 
what direction do you tend to err? What ramifications do 
you see in your understanding of and interaction with the 
world around you due to your leaning?

4. Make a list of all the concerns and worries that have 
consumed you this week. How many of these items are 
concerns for your own kingdom? How many concerned 
the Kingdom of Heaven? What steps can you take to 
cultivate a heightened concern for the Kingdom of God?
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18

The Message of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Fatherhood of God

LESSON OVERVIEW

Jesus’ teaching about the fatherhood of God reveals for us a 
tension between reverence and intimacy.

I. THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD

A. Personal nature of God

The God of Jesus is very personal and the title of 
Father indicates this.
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B. Jesus’ favorite title

Jesus uses the title “Father” 65 times in the synoptic 
gospels and over 100 times in the book of John.

C. The use of the term “Father”

1. Old Testament and Intertestamental

God is referred to as Father fifteen times in the 
Old Testament, six times in the Apocrypha, eight 
times in the Pseudepigrapha, and fourteen times 
in the intertestimental literature — yet, not once in 
the context of prayer; These texts avoided using 
the title of Father because culturally is suggested 
a sexual relationship with a mother.

2. New Testament

In the New Testament, the Father title that’s used 
for God is still found in the Aramaic form.
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D. Abba

1. Meaning?

While some have argued it to have connotations 
of “daddy”, Abba is simply an intimate term for 
father.

2. Liberal theology

The fatherhood of God was one of the main 
tenants of theological liberalism in the 19th 
century; The argument was for the universal 
fatherhood of God.

E. The Lord’s Prayer

When I pray Father or our Father who art in heaven, 
we are saying we are those who through faith in Jesus 
Christ have been born into his kingdom.
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F. Jesus’ view of his Father

God as Father for his disciples and God as Father for 
himself.

G. Reverence and intimacy

Jesus had a paradoxical view of God in that he 
observed the practice of his day of not saying the 
name of God out of reverence, yet he called him a 
highly intimate name for father.

H. Gender issue

There have been tendencies among various feminists 
groups to refer to God not in male terms, and try to 
remove that; Jesus taught us to pray “our Father” and 
the church has historically referred to God in male 
terms, so it is wisest not to part from that.
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QUESTIONS

1. Prior to this lesson, how had you heard the term Abba 
explained? In your assessment, do Christians in your 
circles use the term Abba in a healthy or unhealthy way? 
Explain.

2. In teaching his followers to use the term Abba, Jesus was 
inviting them to use a very intimate term to refer to God. 
As you evaluate your own faith, do you view God in such 
intimate terms? Rate the intimacy of your view of God 
from 1 to 5 — what practices could you adopt to grow in 
intimacy?

3. Do you have a hard time thinking about God as a Father? 
Why or why not?
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19

The Message of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Ethical Teaching

LESSON OVERVIEW

The ethical teachings of Jesus are scattered throughout 
the Gospels and sometimes seem to be contradictory. He 
emphasized the need for a new heart and the importance of 
loving God and our “neighbor.”

I. ETHICAL TEACHING OF JESUS

A. Problems in attempts to arrive at an ethical 
system
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1. Jesus never provided an organized ethical 
system.

2. Ethical teachings of Jesus are scattered 
throughout the Gospels.

3. Ethical teachings of Jesus are incomplete.

4. Ethical teachings of Jesus seem at times to 
be contradictory.

5. Ethical teachings of Jesus at times seem to 
be impossible.
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B. Attempts to interpret the ethical teachings

1. Catholic interpretation

A double layer ethic; Everybody has to deal with 
the basic layer of ethical teaching, but there’s 
another, more dedicated level for those who 
dedicate themselves more fully to the Lord’s 
work.

2. Utopian interpretation

Born largely as a response to the catholic 
interpretation, the Utopian interpretation 
emphasized the commitment of all believers.

3. Liberal interpretation

Jesus’ ethical teaching were less concerned 
with specific commandments and acts that you 
should do, but rather he was trying to inculcate 
in our hearts certain basic principles and 
attitudes; He wants to change the disposition of 
our hearts.
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4. Interim ethic interpretation

The kingdom of God is entirely future and time is 
short, so there isn’t enough time to worry about 
many of the things of this world.

5. Existentialist interpretation

Less concerned with the particulars of Jesus’ 
teaching, the essence of Jesus’ ethical teaching 
is that we have to have an encounter with God; 
We can remain as we are, or we can commit to 
follow God.

C. Jesus and the law

1. Jesus upheld the eternal validity of the Law.
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2. Jesus by his practice taught the continual 
validity of the Law.

3. At times Jesus seems to have rejected 
various aspects of the Law.

Mark 10:11

D. Explanations of the apparent contradictions

1. Jesus was opposed to the oral traditions but 
not to the written Law.

Sometimes this is true, but there are other times 
when Jesus is specifically referring to the law.

2. Jesus distinguished between the civil and 
ceremonial aspects of the Law and the 



19. The Message of Jesus’ Teaching: Ethical Teaching 145

moral aspects of the Law.  The former was 
no longer binding, but the latter was.

Civil refers to laws that apply to a theocracy and 
ceremonial have to do with clean and unclean; 
Jesus abolishes the civil and ceremonial and 
develops the moral distinction in his teaching.

E. Summary of Jesus’ ethical teaching

1. Need for a new heart.

Jesus not only provides a motivation, a new 
heart, but also an ability; Along with external 
conduct must come a correct internal attitude — 
the heart must be well.

2. Love commandment

“You shall love the Lord, your God with all your 
heart, strength and mind. And you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 2:29-31)
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F. The eschatological nature of Jesus’ ethical 
teachings

We’ve died with Christ and been raised into 
newness of life. We are part of the new creation. 
And yet we struggle with sin, and we grow within 
ourselves looking for the attainment of the perfect 
righteousness.

QUESTIONS

1. Which of the attempts to interpret Jesus’ ethical teaching 
do you find most problematic? Which do you find most 
compelling? How would you explain to a new believer 
how he or she should interpret Jesus’ ethical teaching?
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2. What role does the law play in the life of the believer 
now? How do the law and grace interact with one 
another? Inspect your own heart — is your tendency to 
strive after the law at the expense of grace or to claim 
grace at the expense of obedience to law? Explain.

3. Define the following terms: justification, sanctification, 
and glorification. How do you think justification, 
sanctification, and glorification play into the 
eschatological nature of Jesus’ ethical teaching? How 
do you feel the tension of these three things in your own 
life?
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20

The Message of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Christology (Part 1)

LESSON OVERVIEW

We learn about who Jesus was by examining what he said and 
what he did.

I. IMPLICIT CHRISTOLOGY

Implicit Christology involves what he reveals of himself 
and his understanding of himself by his actions, deeds 
and words.
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A. Actions of Jesus

Jesus acts in a way that we don’t allow people to act, 
pointing to his deity.

1. Jesus has authority over the temple

Jesus goes into the temple and he cleanses it, 
and he’s confronted with question of who gave 
him authority to do such a thing; His attitude 
that he is master of the temple reveals that he 
believes he is someone unique. 

Mark 11:27-33

2. Jesus has authority over Satan

Jesus states that he is plundering the house of 
Satan, therefore he is stronger than Satan.

Mark 3:22
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3. Jesus has authority over disease

He reveals his authority over disease by healing a 
manifold number of kinds of disease.

4. Jesus has authority over the sabbath

The Sabbath is special; It identifies God’s people 
because they keep the Sabbath and is one of the 
three most precious identifying features of being 
a Jew

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath, so the son of man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27–28)

5. Jesus assumes divine priority

Jesus forgives sin, which is something only God 
can do.
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B. Words of Jesus

“You have heard it said, but I...”; Jesus changes and 
adapts what was in the Old Testament, only God can 
do that.

QUESTIONS

1. Dr. Stein states at the end of his lessons that “what we 
have here is a Jesus who is a diluted fanatic with a sense 
that the world falsely revolves around himself, or we 
have one who is really king of kings and lord of lord’s – 
the anointed of the Lord.” Why are these our only two 
options?
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2. On many different occasions Jesus acts in a way that not 
so subtly point to his deity. Why do you think this was so 
bothersome to the Pharisees and the religious elite? Do 
you think Jesus deity is equally as troublesome in today’s 
culture? Why or why not?

3. Take a moment to meditate on the truth that more than 
just claiming to be God, Jesus showed himself to be God. 
What emotions does this evoke? How does this truth 
affect your trust in Jesus? 

4. If Jesus is the God he showed himself to be, he deserved 
our affection and devotion. Is there any area of your life 
that you’ve tried to keep at a distance from him? Any sin 
preventing your wholehearted affection and devotion?
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21

The Message of Jesus’ Teaching: 
Christology (Part 2)

LESSON OVERVIEW

Titles given to Jesus (e.g., Messiah/Christ, Son of Man, Son of 
God) give us insight into his nature and mission.

I. EXPLICIT CHRISTOLOGY — TITLES

A. Messiah/Christ

“Anointed One”
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The most common understanding of the Messiah was 
of a mighty warrior, a king, who would deliver Israel 
from their bondage; Jesus came to deliver us from 
our sins, not from political bondage, therefore the title 
carried much miscommunication.

B. Son of God

The Son of God is used of Jesus in the weakness of 
the moment.

Jesus refers to himself as the Son of God in a passage 
that attests that he is ignorant to the timing of his 
return, which is a strong argument for the passages 
validity. (Mark 13:32) 

Matthew 11:25-27, 18:10; John 20:16
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C. Son of Man

This is the most important of all the titles; This title is 
used 82 times in the gospels and all but one come 
from Jesus’ own lips; Only occurs four times outside 
of the Gospels.

When Jesus refers to himself as the Son of man, it’s 
this Son of man, this one who’s preexistent, who 
comes from heaven to bring judgment upon the 
earth. (Daniel 7:13)

QUESTIONS

1. In Jesus’ time the common misconception regarding 
the Messiah was that he would be a mighty warrior or 
king who would deliver Israel form oppression — what 
common misconceptions are prevalent today regarding 
Jesus?
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2. Between “Son of God” and “Son of Man”, which title is 
more exclusive? What are the connotations of each title?

3. What can we learn from Son of Man being Jesus’ favorite 
title for himself? What does this communicate about his 
understanding of himself? What corrective or reminder 
does this provide you about your understanding of 
Jesus?

4. Why are titles important? How do titles communicate 
theology? Do you find it instructive that the New 
Testament writers don’t seem to have a particular favorite 
title for Jesus? Why or why not?
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22

The Life of Jesus: Introduction

LESSON OVERVIEW

The Chronology of Jesus’ life in the Gospels begins with his 
birth and ends with his resurrection. How you explain Jesus’ 
miracles depends on your presuppositions.
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I. INTRODUCTORY ISSUES

A. Miracles of Jesus

1. Two types

a) Healings

b) Nature miracles

2. Approaches

a) Rationalism

There must be some sort of rational 
explanation.
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b) Mythical treatment

There was some underlying spiritual 
explanation to each miracle.

c) Liberalism

We must get rid of the miraculous stories.

d) Demythologizing

Remove the mythical story and ask what 
the subconscious, existential truth lies 
underneath.

B. Chronology

1. Birth of Jesus

Jesus was born before 0 A.D.; Could not have 
been born any later than 4 B.C., probably 7 B.C.
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a) Matthew 2:1

b) Events at birth

2. Baptism of Jesus

a) Exact year uncertain but ...

There are many clues to help us zero in on a 
pretty close range.

b) Around 27-28 A.D.
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3. Length of his ministry

In John’s Gospel there are references to three 
different Passovers, indicating three years.

4. Resurrection of Jesus

Jesus rose on the third day; The author counted 
days as 6:00pm to 6:00pm our time, thus Friday 
afternoon (our time) to Sunday (our time) would 
be three days.

QUESTIONS

1. What does it tell you about the New Testament author’s 
emphasis that they didn’t find it important to record dates 
with precision?
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2. What questions do you have about the life of Jesus that 
remain unanswered?

3. What are your thoughts about miracles? What are the 
challenges surrounding miracles? How can miracles help 
grow our faith? What does it say about Jesus that he 
didn’t do miracle for attention?

4. What are you learning about biblical interpretation/study 
that you didn’t know previously? How could you teach 
this information to others?
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23

The Life of Jesus: Birth

LESSON OVERVIEW

The birth of Christ is an historical event. The virgin birth of 
Jesus is a fundamental aspect of his nature and ministry.

I. THE VIRGIN BIRTH

A. Scripture references

We believe in the virgin birth because the bible says 
so in Matthew and Luke.
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B. Critical view

There are virgin birth accounts in Greek Mythology, 
but nearly all of these stories involved a Greek god 
impregnating a woman physically.

Some argue that the Jews saw the passage in Isaiah 
and made up the virgin birth to fulfill this prophecy; 
the problem with this is that nobody understood the 
Isaiah passage to refer to a woman giving birth while 
still a virgin, but would rather conceive as a virgin.

C. Response

Luke describes the virgin birth and it appears that he 
receives this account first hand from Mary; As with 
other issues, it is in the bible, therefore, we believe it.
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II. THE PROBLEM OF QUIRINIUS (CYRENIUS)

A. Governor in A.D. 6

Historical records show that Quirinius was governor 
of Syria beginning in AD 6, which would be much 
too late for this to accord with Luke’s account of the 
census aligning with the birth of Jesus.

B. Homonadenses Revolt in 6 B.C.

We have records of a man named Cyrenius being put  
in charge of the Roman forces to help quell the revolt, 
thus Luke could have been referring to Cyrenius 
effectively serving as acting governor.

III. THE PROBLEM OF THE MASSACRE OF THE 
INNOCENTS

A. No external evidence

There is no external evidence, at all, that there was a 
slaughter of children in Bethlehem two years old or 
younger.
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B. Probably about 20 children involved

In light of all the evil the Herod undertook, this may 
not have registered as significant to the historians of 
the day in comparison; Bethlehem is also a very small 
town.

C. Consistent with Herod’s character

He was very suspicious of any threat to his rule; He 
put to death his brother in law, his mother in law, his 
wife’s grandfather, two of his wives (one of whom was 
his favorite wife) and three of his sons (one being his 
favorite son).

D. “Better to be a swine than a son.”

It was better in Herod’s kingdom and safer to be a 
pig, than to be a son; He was a half Jew so he didn’t 
eat pork, therefore pigs were relatively safe; three of 
his sons were put to death.
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IV. GENEALOGIES IN MATTHEW AND LUKE

A. Are such genealogies possible?

Genealogies and records in the temple were 
accessible, but after AD 70 when the temple  was 
destroyed all the records were destroyed with it.

B. Differences

Matthews traces Jesus’ genealogy from Abraham to 
Joseph; Luke traces from Jesus all the way to Adam.

C. Different names

The major difference, and difficulty, is that Matthew 
and Luke provide almost entirely different lists of 
names.
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D. Possible explanations

This could be a royal lineage and a priestly lineage; 
Others explain that Matthew traces Joseph’s lineage 
and Luke traces Mary’s lineage, as Luke tends to be 
fond of Mary and Matthew emphasizes Joseph.

V. THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM

While we do not know for certain what the star of 
Bethlehem was, there were a number of things 
happening in the night sky around the time of Jesus’ birth 
that could serve as an explanation.

VI. THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

It is difficult to argue that it was theologically necessary 
for Jesus to be born of a virgin, but it was recorded in 
scripture this way, so we trust and believe that it is true 
and that God is sovereignly and saw fit for it to be so.

VII. THE FIVE FUNDAMENTALS

From a five volume set of books entitled “The 
Fundamentals”; a very scholarly interaction with liberal 
theology and reputation of it.
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These should not be understood as the five most 
important doctrines of the Christian faith, but rather these 
are the five that Evangelicals understood to be most 
under attack and in need of defense at that time.

A. Inerrancy

B. Deity of Jesus

C. Virgin birth

D. Substitutionary atonement

E. Bodily resurrection and second coming of Christ
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QUESTIONS

1. What do you find most troublesome about the virgin 
birth? 

2. How would you counsel a brother or sister in Christ who 
was struggling to believe in the virgin birth?
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3. On the one hand, there are a number of difficulties in 
sorting out the details surrounding the virgin birth. On 
the other hand, it’s astounding to ponder the number 
of details God orchestrated to bring about the birth of 
Jesus. Reflect on the sovereignty and grandeur of our 
God. If God can orchestrate these cosmic and impossible 
things, what details of your own life should you be 
entrusting into his care?
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24

The Life of Jesus: Silent Years & 
Baptism

LESSON OVERVIEW

Except for the accounts of a couple of events in Jesus’ 
childhood, the Gospels are silent about the years before Jesus 
began his public ministry. Jesus’ public ministry began when 
John the Baptist baptized Jesus publicly in the Jordan River.

I. THE SILENT YEARS

They’re silent because the bible doesn’t talk about them.
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A. The boy Jesus in the temple

The only account of Jesus’ life during these silent 
years; At the age of twelve, Jesus had an awareness 
that there was something unique about himself.

The fact that this is the only account probably 
indicates that there was something particularly 
unusual about this account and the rest of his 
childhood was pretty usual.

B. Sinlessness

It is difficult to attest to Jesus’ sinlessness as nobody 
could have been with him 24 hours a day or known 
his thoughts; No need to attest to this during the 
silent years.

C. No miracles

John describes Jesus beginning his ministry with his 
first miracle, therefore there were no miracles prior to 
this point.
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D. Siblings

There were three views on Jesus’ siblings: they 
were actually Jesus brothers and sisters conceived 
by Joseph and Mary after Jesus’ birth, they were 
Joseph’s children from a previous marriage, and they 
were Jesus’ cousins, not siblings.

E. Languages of Jesus

Aramaic, Greek, and Hebrew

F. Tempted

We have a savior who knows what it is to be tempted.
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II. BAPTISM OF JESUS

A. John the Baptist

There hadn’t been a prophet for 400 years; John 
dresses like Elijah, indicating that he sees himself as 
the new Elijah in fulfillment of Malachi, thus his role is 
to prepare the way for Jesus.

B. Baptized by John

Nobody disputes that Jesus was baptized by John; 
Being a baptism of repentance, this causes enough 
difficulty that it’s hard to imagine the church making it 
up.

C. Baptism as an anointing of Jesus

“This is my beloved son with whom I am well pleased” 
(Matthew 3:17)
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D. Baptized with the Holy Spirit

A way of describing the early Christian experience 
of believing in Jesus, being baptized, and also being 
given the gift of the spirit, of being born again, 
becoming a new creation in Christ.

QUESTIONS

1. How would you describe the significance of Jesus’ 
baptism?

2. Prior to this lesson, what was your assessment of John the 
Baptist? What is important about the parallel between 
John the Baptist and Elijah?
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3. Have you ever wondered about Jesus life prior to his 
ministry? Why do you think scripture is largely silent 
about this? 

4. From what we can tell, Jesus life was relatively normal up 
until the time of his ministry. Jesus was acquainted with 
what it looks like to live an every day, normal sort of life 
— a life with trials, difficulties, work, and monotony. What 
does the book of Hebrews say about this? Do you find 
this encouraging? Why or why not?

5. If you are a follower of Christ, have you been baptized? 
Why or why not?
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25

The Life of Jesus: Temptation & Call 
of the Disciples

LESSON OVERVIEW

The three temptations that Satan put to Jesus were significant 
to him and instructive to us. Jesus had a specific purpose in 
mind in the way he called his disciples and the fact that he 
chose 12.

I. THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

A. Source of information

Jesus must have shared this with his disciples; Aligns 
with Jesus as the suffering servant
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B. Temptations

1. One — stone to bread

Would Jesus use his power for personal 
advantage or to trust God to provide his needs?

2. Two — jump off temple

Will Jesus dare or test God in some way?

3. Three — worship Satan

Will Jesus contemporize with evil for the purpose 
of gaining certain political goals?

C. Real experiences?

We should see these as real temptations, although 
certainly the vision is probably one that might not of 
been physically able to see all the world.
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D. Meaning for Jesus

Jesus settles once and for all the kind of Messiah he’s 
going be.

II. THE CALL OF THE DISCIPLES

A. Jesus makes Capernaum his home

Much larger city, much more in the center of things, if 
you’re going to an evangelist it’s best to go where the 
people are.

B. The call to follow

1. Mark 1:16-20

Jesus issues a call to follow him, and Peter, 
James, and John leave everything and begin to 
follow Jesus.
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2. Understood in light of John 1:35-51

Peter, Andrew, James and John had previously 
met Jesus and recognize that John the Baptist 
had pointed him out to be the Messiah.

C. Importance of choosing the twelve

The importance of the number twelve is very clear, 
there must be twelve faithful disciples.

D. Problems in the lists of the twelve

There are at least four differences that we find in the 
listings of the twelve disciples — differences in order 
and differences in name, which can be explained with 
relative ease.
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E. Theological significance

1. An acted-out parable

The number twelve signifies the twelve tribes of 
Israel.

2. The Kingdom of God has come

The common understanding in Jesus’ day was 
that when the messianic age would begin, God 
would gather his people from the four corners of 
the Earth and there would be the bringing of the 
twelve tribes once again.

F. Historicity of the twelve

The historicity is very strong because of the fact that 
Judas is one of the twelve — that one of the twelve 
would betray him — the church would not have made 
up the fact that Jesus apparently got one of the 
twelve wrong.
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QUESTIONS

1. Had you ever considered the significance of the number 
twelve in regards to the number of disciples? According 
to Dr. Stein, why is the number twelve significant?

2. Do you think that the temptations of Jesus were real 
(physical) or visionary? Why?

3. What is the theological importance of Jesus’ 
temptations? What questions do you still have about 
Jesus’ temptations?
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4. What kind of Messiah does Jesus establish himself to be 
through his temptations? How does this make you rethink 
you’re perspective of your own suffering?

5. Have you ever stopped to consider how rich and layered 
in meaning much of Jesus’ actions were? So much of 
what Jesus did was purposeful and infused with meaning 
— like calling twelve disciples — methodically and 
repeatedly establishing his identify as Messiah. Reflect on 
this reality and write a list of actions or words Jesus used 
that were infused with purpose. How does this effect your 
affections? How does this motivate you in obedience?
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26

The Life of Jesus: Caesarea Philippi & 
Transfiguration

LESSON OVERVIEW

After Simon Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ, Jesus begins 
teaching about his death and focuses his efforts on teaching 
the twelve. The Transfiguration was a significant event for the 
disciples.

I. CAESAREA PHILIPPI

A. Turning point in Jesus’ ministry
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1. Confession of Jesus as Christ

For the first time, the disciples actively 
concluding that Jesus is the Messiah.

2. Jesus begins teaching of his death

Jesus actively now begins to teach them 
concerning these future events.

3. Jesus concentrates his teaching on His 
disciples

Jesus begins focusing less on the crowds and 
more on the disciples.
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B. Historicity of event

1. Place name associated with event

Caesarea Philippi was relatively insignificant, and 
when you’re making up stories you tend not to 
pick insignificant places.

2. Harsh rebuke of hero

It is unlikely that anybody in the church would 
have made up a story in which Jesus called Peter 
Satan in this way.

C. The rock saying of Matthew 16:17-19

Is the rock referring to Peter or to Peter’s claim that 
Jesus is the Messiah?
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II. THE TRANSFIGURATION

A. Scene

1. A high mountain

a) Mt. Tabor

This is the traditional site; an argument 
against this is it was the seat of a Roman 
garrison.

b) Mt. Carmel

This has been suggested but it is on the other 
side of the plain; this is where Elijah does 
battle with the priest of Vale.

c) Mt. Herman

Mt. Herman is close to Caesarea Philippi and 
it is a very high mountain, about 9,100 feet; 
this is the most likely location.
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2. Point is not where but what

They all proclaim what happened on the high 
mountain but you don’t need to know which is 
the high mountain because all you’re gonna do 
is make a shrine out of it anyhow later on.

B. Temporal tie

Elijah and Moses appear, and there is a voice that 
comes from heaven, and there it a metamorphosis or 
sorts.

C. Transfiguration was for disciples what the 
Baptism was for Jesus

“This is my beloved son”; the transfiguration is really 
focusing on the disciples and what they are seeing far 
more than anything else.
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D. The error of the disciples

Asking to set up booths for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah 
misses the point that Jesus is the one son.

E. Tie with Caesarea Philippi

Both the temporal tie and the voice from heaven 
require you to understand the transfiguration and the 
events of Caesarea Philippi being not only connected 
chronologically but one being a commentary on the 
other.

F. What was involved in the Transfiguration?

1. Pre-existent glory broke through

The preexisting glory of the one who emptied 
himself taking the form of a servant breaks 
through.
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2. Preview of future glory

This is a preview of the future glory coming 
through.

QUESTIONS

1. Prior to this lesson, what was your understanding of 
Jesus’ phrase “on this rock”? What has changed in your 
understanding?  

2. Had you ever considered the likeness between Jesus’ 
baptism and the transfiguration? Dr. Stein argues that the 
transfiguration was focused on the disciples — what does 
this say about God’s character?
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3. How does the transfiguration show Jesus’ glory? How did 
the disciples miss the point? How do we tend to miss the 
point in our own lives?

4. When speaking about the transfiguration, Dr. Stein 
argues that the point is not where, but rather what. Said 
differently, when trying to understand that author’s point, 
our concern should be what the author emphasizes 
rather than what they don’t. How does this affect the 
way we study scripture? Do you ever feel the temptation 
to focus on peripherals when studying scripture? What 
are some practices you could implement to help you 
discover the author’s point?
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27

The Life of Jesus: Triumphal Entry & 
Cleansing of the Temple

LESSON OVERVIEW

The events surrounding Jesus’ “triumphal entry” into 
Jerusalem were the beginning of the week leading up to his 
crucifixion and resurrection. When Jesus cleansed the temple 
in Jerusalem, he was making a significant statement.

I. TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

A. Geography

Mark tends to gives the ultimate goal and destiny first, 
and then the geography along the way.
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B. Riding a Colt

1. Intentional?

Not because Jesus was tired, but it was 
purposeful.

2. Prearranged?

If this is prearranged, that’s very significant in 
revealing Jesus’ own messianic understanding; 
He is doing this intentionally.

C. Crowd’s reaction

The crowds strew clothes on the ground before him, 
which is an act of homage.
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D. What happened at the Triumphal Entry?

1. Church created account?

The church sought to fulfill Zachariah 9:9.

2. Jesus offered himself as Messiah and King?

He intentionally comes as the messiah of Israel 
and presents himself in this way.

3. Natural pilgrim welcome to visitors 
interpreted messianically?

This is a natural pilgrim welcome to visitors and it 
was later simply interpreted messianically by the 
church.
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4. Enthusiastic pilgrim welcome given to the 
famous prophet?

It was an exuberant excited pilgrim welcome by 
the people in the temple to this great prophet 
from Nazareth.

5. Jesus intentionally planned the event

The best understanding is that Jesus intentionally 
staged this event in light of Zachariah 9:9.

E. Nature of the event unclear to disciples

The disciples didn’t understand the nature of the 
event at the time, suggesting that the pilgrim 
understanding is probably best.
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II. THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE

A. Time in Jesus’ ministry

In the synoptic gospels, it’s the end of Jesus’ ministry. 
In John, it’s at the beginning.

B. Temple tax

Every male was to provide this tax; If you were very 
rich, it was the same amount as if you were very poor.

C. Selling sacrificial animals

There is animal sacrifice in the temple and to provide 
for that, there are sacrificial animals

1. Priests’ perspective

The priests saw this as a service to the people, 
that just so happened to make money.
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2. Jesus’ perspective

Jesus perspective is that this is not a 
convenience, this is something desecrating the 
temple, therefore he cleanses it.

D. Lack of Roman interference

This is not seen as a threat or word would have gotten 
to the Romans and the troops would have come out 
immediately and put it down.

E. Possible meaning of the event

1. Jesus rejected the sacrificial system.

“The Lord doesn’t require sacrifices but a pure 
and upright heart.”



27. The Life of Jesus: Triumphal Entry & Cleansing of the Temple 199

2. Cleansing/reformation of Ttemple worship

Jesus is trying to purify the temple in order to 
bring about a more pure worship.

3. An act of judgment

This is a symbolic act by which he portrays 
the future judgment of Israel. They too will be 
judged in a similar manner to his judgment of 
the fig tree.

QUESTIONS

1. What was the symbolism of Jesus riding into Jerusalem 
on a colt?
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2. It is humbling to realize that the crowds did not 
understand the symbolism of his act, yet from the 
outside, it seems they celebrate as if they do. How does 
the culture around you appear to celebrate Jesus? How 
does this motivate you in missions?

3. Dr. Stein argues that the cleansing of the temple was 
not reformation of the temple, but a judgment of the 
temple. The temple was sacred ground, yet the Jews of 
the day treated it casually and while there is not a parallel 
to the larger judgment of the temple to today, there are 
lessons to be learned concerning how we interact with 
the holiness and sacredness of God. Where are you a bit 
too lax with God? What practices could you adopt to help 
you grow in reverence and healthy fear of our awesome 
and mighty God?
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4. Jesus is passionate about the glory of the Father and 
likewise hates sin. Where in your life are you detracting 
from or distracting from the glory due to God? Is there 
sin in your life that needs cast out?

5. More than Jesus hates sin, he loves you. What are you 
holding back from him? What thoughts, fears, anxieties, 
hurts, and/or bitterness have you not shared with him? 
More than Jesus wants to eradicate sin in your life, he 
wants to capture your hearts affections. Make a list of 
what you’ve been holding back from him below and draw 
near to him in prayer and share this list with him.
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28

The Life of Jesus: Last Supper

LESSON OVERVIEW

At the Last Supper, Jesus celebrated with his disciples by 
eating the Passover meal. He reinterpreted it to show how it 
pointed to him as being the perfect Lamb of God, the atoning 
sacrifice for the sins of all people.

I. UPPER ROOM PREARRANGED

Men don’t usually carry water; They are to ask where the 
room that’s been arranged is, rather than if they have a 
room available.
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II. DATING

A. First day of unleavened bread

The people thought of the first day of unleavened 
bread beginning really of the feast of the Passover.

B. Synoptics

In the Synoptics, the last supper is the Passover meal, 
but in the Gospel of John the disciples had not yet 
had the passover meal at the time of Jesus trial; 
We don’t have enough evidence to understand or 
reconcile this discrepancy.

III. LAST SUPPER AS PASSOVER MEAL

A. Location

Eaten in the walled city of Jerusalem, which was a 
requirement for the Passover meal.
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B. Timing

This meal was eaten at night, which fits the pattern of 
the Passover meal, but not the normal eating patterns 
of the day.

C. Hymn

This meal ended with a hymn which was part of the 
Passover.

D. Must sleep in Jerusalem

Jesus and his disciples stay in the Garden of 
Gethsemane rather than going back to Bethany.
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IV. PARTS OF THE LAST SUPPER

A. Body

“This is my body” is recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and 1 Corinthians.

1. Real presence

Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox 
understanding; the bread actually becomes the 
body of Christ.

2. Transubstantiation

The Lutheran understanding is that the bread 
is still bread but in and around the elements of 
bread is the real body of Christ.
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3. Memorial view

“Do this in remembrance of me”

4. Calvinist reform tradition

There is a sense that during this eating of the 
bread we spiritually feast on Jesus.

B. Do this in remembrance of me

C. Blood of the covenant

Impossible to interpret this as literal blood because 
of the Old Testament’s prohibition against consuming 
blood, yet there’s no shock or protest from the 
disciples.
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D. A word about the future

The Lord’s Supper has a future aspect of anticipating 
his return and our sharing in the messianic banquet 
when he comes again in the future.

V. PARALLELS TO THE PASSOVER MEAL

The Lord’s Supper acts as a retelling of the story of the 
Exodus with a new covenant with a different kind of 
Exodus from sin and we have a different lamb that’s slain.

QUESTIONS

1. What is your reaction to Dr. Stein’s argument that Jesus 
likely prearranged the upper room? What was your 
understanding previously? Do you find this challenging?
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2. When you stop and think about the parallelism and 
imagery of the Last Supper taking place over a Passover 
meal, it is amazing to see God’s providence in all of 
history. Reflect on God’s sovereign control of all things — 
how does this bring you peace? How does this grow your 
faith?

3. What is your understanding of the elements of the Lord 
Supper? Why do you hold this belief? How would you 
defend your understanding?

4. Read the account of God’s deliverance of the Israelites 
from Egypt and the subsequent passover meal. What 
parallels and imagery do you see that has been fulfilled 
by Jesus?
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29

The Life of Jesus: Gethsemane

LESSON OVERVIEW

The night before his crucifixion, Jesus went to Gethsemane 
with his disciples to pray. Judas betrays Jesus there and Jesus 
is arrested.

I. GETHSEMANE AND THE ARREST

A. Jesus faces death

1. Physical death?

Jesus knew, as no one had ever known before, 
that death is a curse, therefore he feared it.
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2. Premature death?

He was afraid of dying prematurely before his 
ministry had taken place in its fullness.

3. The death — dying for the sins of the world

He does not fear physical death, but rather the 
burden of bearing the sins of world.

B. The betrayal of Judas

1. Why?

a) Disillusioned?

Judas was disillusioned because Jesus 
continued to reject the messianic understand 
that he had.
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b) For money?

He receives 30 pieces of silver, but that’s not 
a big sum of money.

c) Help Jesus?

Judas is the only one who loves Jesus and is 
committed to him enough that he will help 
Jesus die the death that he plans.

d) Jesus’ own words

“The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed. It would have been better for that 
man if he had not been born.”
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2. What?

a) Messianic secret?

He betrayed to the leadership that Jesus was, 
in fact, claiming to be the messiah; there isn’t 
evidence that claiming to be the messiah was 
a crime, nor did Judas act as a witness in the 
trial to corroborate that claim.

b) How Jesus could be arrested

Judas reveals to the leaders how Jesus can 
be arrested quietly and how they can get 
their hands on Jesus apart from the crowds.

C. The arrest

1. A great crowd present

There are representatives of the chief priests, 
scribes and elders, temple soldiers, servants 
of the chief priests, servants of the Pharisees; 
They bring enough force in case Jesus and his 
disciples resist.
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2. Kiss of Judas

Judas comes to Jesus, singles him out by way of 
a traditional kiss and reveals to the guard present 
that, “This is him,” and then Jesus is arrested as 
such.

D. Jesus the Zealot?

Luke speaks about Jesus referencing swords, and 
some interpret this to mean that Jesus was some 
sort of zealot or zealot sympathizer; There any many 
verses you would have to cast aside to make this 
argument.

QUESTIONS

1. Prior to this lesson, how would you have explained Jesus’ 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane?
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2. All we have ever known is a relationship with the 
Father that is strained by sin, but Jesus lived in perfect 
harmony with the Father. On the cross Jesus would 
face the judgment of God for the first time, tasting 
separation from the Father like he had never known. 
Can you imagine the agony? How does this affect your 
understanding of the cross? How does this affect your 
longing for eternity where you will live in perfect harmony 
with God for eternity?

3. Knowing full well the judgment and pain he would face, 
Jesus doesn’t flinch when he is arrested. Jesus willingly 
goes to the cross in our stead to redeem any who would 
believe and submit to him. There are literally billions of 
people on earth who do not know this good news. How 
are you actively spreading this news? Who is God calling 
you to share this good news with?
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4. Though he was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples and 
privileged to spend several years with Jesus, Judas 
betrays Jesus. It is easy to point a finger at Judas, but the 
truth is, the human heart is deceptive and exceedingly 
evil and but for the grace of God, we are all Judas. What 
is vying to take your affections from Jesus right now? 
What do you currently love more than you love Jesus? 
What are you currently striving after more than Jesus?
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30

The Life of Jesus: Trial

LESSON OVERVIEW

The trial of Jesus involved a hearing in the Jewish court 
conducted by the high priest and the Sanhedrin, and a 
hearing in the Roman court conducted by Pilate.

I. ORDER OF EVENTS

A. Jesus is taken to Annas.

Anna was the father in law of Caiaphas who was the 
High Priest of that year. (John 18:13); Taking Jesus to 
Annas allows Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin to meet.
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B. Jesus is taken to Caiaphas with Sanhedrin in 
attendance.

1. False witnesses brought in (Mark 14:56)

As the trail begins they look for witnesses against 
him.

2. Jesus silent until placed under oath 
(Matthew 26:63; Leviticus 5:1)

Jesus speaks because he is placed under the 
oath found in Leviticus 5:01.

3. Jesus replies affirmatively

The wording varies between each Gospel, but all 
have Jesus answering affirmatively.
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4. High priest tears clothing

This is a very carefully regulated act where 
he picks up the hem of his garment and tears 
it, which means he is guilty, thus rendering 
judgment.

5. Jesus mocked and abused

6. Peter denies Jesus

C. Morning meeting of Sanhedrin to draw up 
charges (Mark 15:1)

The Sanhedrin meet to draw up political charges 
because the religious charges will not be strong 
enough for Pilate.
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D. Jesus appears before Pilate (Mark 15:2)

1. Since Jews did not possess privilege of 
capital punishment, they bring Jesus to 
Pilate.

The Jews try to bring forth claims of 
insurrections, but Pilate does not want to put him 
to death.

2. Pilate seeks to pass responsibility to Herod 
Antipas

He doesn’t want to get involved and doesn’t 
want to put Jesus to death, so he passed 
responsibility to Herod Antipas on grounds of 
jurisdiction.

E. Jesus appears before Herod Antipas (Luke 23:6-
12)

Herod Antipas has put John the Baptist to death and 
didn’t want to further upset the people by putting 
someone even more popular to death and send him 
back to Pilate.
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F. Jesus brought back to Pilate (Luke 23:13)

1. Pilate convinced of innocence and seeks to 
release Jesus

Proposed that he’ll have Jesus beaten and 
released, but crowds won’t have it.

2. Reluctance overcome when loyalty to Rome 
and privileged title questioned (John 19:12-
13).  This is the turning point.

‘If you release this man you are not Cesar’s 
friend.’”; Pilate must choose his career over 
saving Jesus.

3. Washes hands — gives Jesus over to Roman 
soldiers for crucifixion (Mark 15:15)

He washes his hands symbolically and he turns 
Jesus over to the soldiers for crucifixion
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II. THE HISTORICITY OF THE TRIAL

A. Objections — Trial violates numerous rules in the 
Mishnah

1. A verdict of condemnation could not be 
reached on the same day as the trial.

2. Trials involving capital punishment could 
not be held at night.

3. Trials could not be held on the eve of the 
Sabbath or a festival day.

4. An attempt had to be made to find 
witnesses for a person’s defense.
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5. Jewish people had the right of capital 
punishment, and since the Romans crucified 
Jesus there was no Jewish involvement.

B. Response

1. The rules of the Mishnah date from A.D. 
200.

The commentary on the Mishnah, the Talmud, 
was written around 500 A.D. — so these rules 
are far removed from the events of the New 
Testament.

2. The Mishnah disagrees on these issues in 
places with Josephus.

The Mishna disagrees at times with the writings 
of Josephus as to trial regulations and things of 
this nature.
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3. Was this a trial that followed the rules of a 
kangaroo court?

Whatever the rules might have been doesn’t 
assure they were followed.

4. Would the high priest and Sadducees run 
Sanhedrin trials according to Pharisaic rules 
found in the Mishnah?

Likely the Sadducees and Sanhedrin would not 
have followed Pharisaic rules.

5. Why should one choose the Mishnah over 
the Gospel accounts?

Both a prejudicial in that they both have an 
agenda and certain preconceived notions.
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6. There are references in the Mishnah that 
speak of the Jews not having the right for 
capital punishment in the time of Jesus.

Both the Mishnah and the New Testament testify 
to this.

QUESTIONS

1. What questions do you have about the trial of Jesus? 

2. How would you have responded to the trial if you were 
Jesus?



30. The Life of Jesus: Trial 225

3. Jesus willingly submitted himself to the Father’s plan, 
completely embracing the pain and agony as he faithfully 
accomplished the task given to him. What does this tell 
you about God’s love for you? 

4. When you consider suffering in your own life, how does 
Jesus’ example encourage you? If Jesus wasn’t above 
suffering in the midst of obedience (i.e. doing the right 
thing), how much more should you and I expect that the 
right thing may bring about undesirable consequences? 
How does suffering well attest to the gospel in the eyes 
of a watching world?
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31

The Life of Jesus: Crucifixion

LESSON OVERVIEW

Jesus died by crucifixion. The Romans used it as a deterrent 
because it was public and a horrible way to die.

I. PRECEDED BY A FLOGGING, THE COMMON 
FORM OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Usually flogging proceeded all crucifixions; The flogging 
consisted of a whipping with a cat of nine tails, to which 
the ends had been tied things like pieces of metal, bone, 
or sharp branches, stones that would lacerate the flesh 
and tear open a person’s back.



31. The Life of Jesus: Crucifixion 227

II. ACCUSED CARRIED THE CROSS (THE PATIBULUM)

The trunk of the cross stayed in the ground, while the 
cross beam would be carried by the accused.

III. SITE WAS OUTSIDE THE CITY WALLS

Since this was intended to be a public spectacle, the site 
would be outside the city walls.

A. Golgotha — Aramaic

B. Calvary — Latin

C. Cranium — Greek

D. All mean Skull
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IV. CRUCIFIXION WAS MEANT TO SERVE AS A 
DETERRENT

It was thought that the more painful it would be, the more 
the result would be that it would be that it would be a 
deterrent to crime.

V. THE SHAPE OF THE CROSS

A. Crux commissa (Capital T)

B. Crux immissa (X Shape)

C. Traditional Cross

This is the most likely given Matthew’s reference to 
placing a sign over Jesus’ head.
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VI. JESUS WAS OFFERED A DRUGGED DRINK.

The offer of this beverage is an act of mercy and 
compassion as it would act to dull the senses so that the 
victim would not feel as much pain.

VII. TIME OF CRUCIFIXION

There were no watches or clocks, so time was described 
in broad terms, but the crucification was likely 
midmorning .

VIII. DEATH BY CRUCIFIXION WAS HORRIBLE!

It was torture and the point was to make the victim suffer 
as long as possible.

IX. ROMANS PRACTICED CRUIFRAGIUM TO SPEED 
THE DEATH
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X. BREVITY OF THE ACCOUNTS

A. Readers knew what was involved

The Gospels do not describe many of details 
discussed above because the readers would already 
know them.

B. Painful to retell

If you love a person, you don’t want to share the pain 
and suffering they’ve experienced

XI. BURIED BY FRIENDS

Joseph of Arimathea goes to the leaders and asks for 
the body of Jesus, and he and Nicodemus take him to 
Joseph’s tomb.
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QUESTIONS

1. What was the most surprising thing you learned about 
crucifixion in this lesson?

2. Knowing what you know now about crucifixion, what is 
your reaction to knowing that Jesus’ agony in the Garden 
of Gethsemane was more about facing the wrath of God 
and less about the death he was about to face?

3. Jesus willingly experienced unthinkable suffering in the 
last hours of his life as a means toward accomplishing our 
salvation. How does this change the way you interact with 
God? How does this change the way you interact with 
others?
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32

The Life of Jesus: Resurrection

LESSON OVERVIEW

The historical evidence for the bodily resurrection of Jesus is 
compelling.

I. THE MEANING OF THE TERM “RESURRECTION”

The term resurrection is far from a self-evident word.

A. The rise of faith in the disciples?

Rudolf Bultmann defines resurrection as a rise in faith 
in the disciples; Bultmann confuses the cause and 
effect.



32. The Life of Jesus: Resurrection 233

B. The empty tomb?

The empty tomb is a result of the resurrection, but it 
isn’t the resurrection.

C. Jesus coming back to life again?

Resurrection vs. resuscitation.

D. Eschatological form of life?

Resurrection as the rising to a eschatological form of 
life — a form of life in which death, disease, sorrow, 
pain, no longer is part of the experience.

E. Rising in mastery over death

For the New Testament, the resurrection of Jesus is 
his rising and mastery over death, moving into an 
eschatological form of life, and appearing then to the 
disciples.
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II. DIFFERENCES IN THE ACCOUNTS

The minor differences in the accounts indicates a 
multiplicity of witnesses to the resurrection.

III. WITNESSES TO THE RESURRECTION

A. The empty tomb

There’s simply is no good explanation for the fact 
of an empty tomb on Easter other than Jesus Christ 
having risen from the dead.

1. The women went to the wrong tomb?

They became confused and they mistook a tomb 
what was empty for the actual tomb of Jesus 
which was still full; This was a private tomb, not 
public cemetery and it’s unlikely they would have 
forgotten the tomb of someone they love withing 
thirty-six hours.
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2. Joseph of Arimathea stole the body?

There’s absolutely no evidence in the world 
anywhere in biblical literature, in Jewish 
literature, for anything like this.

3. The Swoon Theory?

Jesus did not actually die on the cross, but rather 
fainted.

4. The disciples stole the body?

Some argue that the disciples stole Jesus’ body, 
yet nobody can deny the rise in faith in the 
disciples after the resurrection, which then could 
not be attributed to the resurrection if they had, 
in fact, stolen the body and bluffed the whole 
thing.
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5. The body disintegrated?

The molecular energy of the body of Jesus 
was increased and complete evaporation or 
effervescence occurs.

B. The appearances of Christ

1. Visionary?

The appearances are not visionary in any sense, 
but rather described in very physical terms; This 
is not a case of people seeing what they were 
hoping to see.

2. Telegraph?

When Jesus was in heaven he telegraphed back 
into the minds of his followers the idea of a 
resurrected Christ.
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C. The Church

Resurrection should never be confused with 
immortally — It’s the resurrection of the body, and this 
is evident that the early church had a very different 
message from that of the Greek philosophers.

IV. ATTEMPTS TO BYPASS THE EMPTY TOMB

A. Multiple attestations

Matthew, Mark, and John all record the resurrection.

B. Historical likelihood

If the resurrection was made up, they would not have 
picked women to be the chief witnesses.
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C. Specific tomb mentioned

Never in any of the discussions in the early church 
between Christian and Jews was there ever a denial 
of the empty tomb — everyone knew exactly what 
tomb to check.

D. Change in worship

The only thing that’s associated with the first day, with 
regard to Jesus, is the empty tomb.

E. 1 Corinthians 15:3

A very early reference to the resurrection involving an 
empty tomb
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QUESTIONS

1. In your own words, describe the importance of the 
resurrection.

2. Pick one of the theories explaining away the empty tomb 
and write your response to this theory defending the 
empty tomb.

3. How would you respond to a person who has doubts 
about the resurrection?
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33

Quest for the Historical Jesus

LESSON OVERVIEW

The Gospels are eyewitness accounts that clearly show that 
Jesus claimed to be fully human and fully God, and what he 
did to back up this claim. Some people try to reinterpret the 
Gospels to make Jesus out to be a moral teacher with good 
intentions, but not God in the flesh.

I. HERMANN SAMUEL REIMARUS

Reimarus argues that the historical Jesus has been 
understood incorrectly and that the disciples and 
early church took advantage of linguistic barriers to 
promulgate falsities about who Jesus really was.
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II. QUEST FOR THE HISTORICAL JESUS

A. Rationalism

Where people now try to take the biblical text and 
rationalize what Jesus must have really been like; 
Calls into question anything that is miraculous 
because it is all given a rational explanation.

B. Mythical interpretation

Regarding the New Testament records they are “the 
expression of primitive Christian ideas formulated in 
unintentionally poeticizing sagas and looking very 
much like history.”; The gospels are effectively the 
same as Homer’s Odyssey.

C. Liberalism

Jesus never lived; A radical, non-supernatural 
approach; Jesus’ higher ethic of the commandment 
to love God and to one’s neighbor is the essence of 
the Christian faith
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III. DEATH OF THE QUEST FOR HISTORICAL JESUS

A. Albert Schweitzer

Jesus “is a figure designed by rationalism endowed 
with life by liberalism and clothed by modern 
theology in a historical garb.”; In other words, the 
real Jesus is not someone the liberal scholars of 
Schweitzer’s day would ascribe to anyway, so why try 
to chase him down?

B. William Wrede — synoptic problem

The quest for the historical Jesus was driven by 
finding the earliest historical account of Jesus, which 
turns out to be Mark — but Mark is not a disinterested 
party.

C. Martin Kähler

Kähler destroys the motivation for the quest; The only 
Jesus that affects people’s lives is the Jesus of faith, 
and, therefore, the whole quest for what a historical 
Jesus was like is illegitimate for faith.
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D. William Dilthey

Dilthey argued that the whole idea that you can be 
objective and arrive at an objective Jesus is nonsense.

QUESTIONS

1. In your own words, describe “the quest for historical 
Jesus” and explain whether or not you find it to be a 
profitable venture.

2. What’s the danger in reducing the life, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Jesus down to a supreme ethical 
teaching?
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3. What’s the problem with interpreting the New Testament 
as myth (i.e. explanation of origins)?

4. How do presuppositions effect the conclusions we 
come to when approaching scripture? How would you 
engage someone from a different theological persuasion 
than you knowing that presuppositions effect their 
conclusions?
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