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Overview 
Title: New Testament Overview 
Speaker: Dr. Carl Laney, Western Theological Seminary 
 
Over the course of 20 lectures, Dr. Carl Laney walks you 
through a moderately detailed overview of the New 
Testament with ministry applications. You will begin with 
God’s plan for the ages, then move to a discussion of the 
historical context and key events in the life of Jesus.  
 
Following a couple lectures on James and the testing of 
our faith, Dr. Laney then highlight’s Paul’s missionary 
journeys, his trip to Rome and his subsequent 
imprisonment. The New Testament survey continues with 
a study through the books of I and II Timothy, Titus, 
Hebrews and concludes with Revelations. 
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 GOALS 
1. UNDERSTANDING THE MAIN 

THEMES OF EACH BOOK OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 

2. GAIN A FEEL FOR THE 
CHRONOLOGICAL SWEEP OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 

3. FAMILIARITY WITH THE 130 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
DISCUSSED THROUGHOUT THE 
COURSE 

4. ABILITY TO EMPLOY WHAT YOU 
ARE LEARNING FORTHE BENEFIT 
OF PEOPLE. 

 REQUIREMENTS 
1. 20 SESSIONS 
2. 2 HOURS PER WEEK (LESSON AND 

DISCUSSION) 
 PREREQUISITES 

NONE 
 FORMAT 

AUDIO & VIDEO 
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BiblicalTraining.org 
BiblicalTraining.org is not–for–profit ministry that gives all 
people access to a world–class Christian education at no 
cost. Our classes range from new believers to biblical 
literacy (“Foundations”), deeper Bible study (“Academy”), 
and seminary–level training (“Institute”).  
We are a 501(c)3 not–for–profit and rely solely on the 
donations of our users. All donations are tax deductible 
according to the current US tax codes. 

DISTINCTIVES 
World class. All Bible classes are taught by world–class 
professors from major seminaries. 
Holistic. We want to see students move through content to 
deep reflection and application. 
Configurable. Ministries can use BT lectures as well as 
their own to design their educational program. 
Accessible. BiblicalTraining is a web–based ministry 
whose content is provided at no cost. 
Community–based. We encourage people to learn 
together, in mentor/apprentice relationships. 
Broadly evangelical. Our materials are broadly evangelical, 
governed by our Statement of Faith, and are not tied to 
any one church, denomination, or tradition. 
Partners. We provide the content and delivery 
mechanisms, and our partner organizations provide the 
community and mentoring. 
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Your Speaker 
Dr. Carl Laney was born in Georgia and moved to 
Oregon at a young age. While attending the 
University of Oregon, he met the love of his life, 
Nancy Lilly, whom he married in 1971. They have 
been blessed by four grown children and four 
grandchildren. 

Raised in a Christian home, he expressed his faith in 
Jesus at a young age, but it was not until his days at 
the University of Oregon that he began a more 
personal relationship with God. It was during his junior 
year that he sensed God leading him into Christian 
service and upon graduating from college he attended 
Western Seminary. 

Dr. Laney has served as the Professor of Biblical 
Studies at Western Seminary since 1977. He has also 
spent time abroad as a visiting professor at 
seminaries in the Philippines and the Netherlands. On 
his travels, he has visited Asia, Europe, and the 
Middle East. Dr. Laney enjoys teaching Bible classes 
and courses that focus on the historical, geographical, 
and cultural backgrounds of the Bible. 

 
 
Education  
DoT, Dallas Theological Seminary 
MDiv, Western Conservative Baptist Seminary 
BA, Institute of Holy Land Studies 
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Student’s Guide 
We are pleased that you have chosen to use materials 
from BiblicalTraining.org. We trust that you will find them to 
be of the highest quality and truly helpful in your own 
spiritual growth and that of your church. Please read 
through the following guidelines: they will help you make 
the best use of this guide. 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Listen or watch the lesson. The lesson for each chapter 
is designed to be listened to outside of your meeting. Each 
lesson lasts for an hour. This is a crucial step. If the 
meeting time with your fellow students is going to be 
productive and encouraging, everyone in the group needs 
to have listened to and wrestled with the lesson. 
Take notes. This guide has the outline for each lesson 
with a summary of the teaching for each major point. If you 
are unable to take notes while listening to the lesson, 
please work through the guide at some point before your 
meeting. 
Questions. Each chapter closes with a series of 
questions. Some of the questions are data based, 
confirming that you understand the information. Other 
questions are more reflective, helping you move beyond 
the important accumulation of knowledge to challenging 
you to think through what you are learning about God, 
yourself, and others, and finally to application. Our 
encouragement is to think through your answers before 
your meeting and then use the meeting to share your 
thoughts and interact with others. 
Meeting. Meet together with your group. While some 
people may have to study on their own, we strongly 
recommend finding a group with which you can study. A 
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group provides encouragement to finish the class. 
Interacting with others, their understanding and insight, is 
the most effective way to sharpen your own thoughts and 
beliefs. Just as you will need the help of others from time 
to time, so also, they will need your help. 
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Facilitator’s Guide 
If you are leading the group or mentoring an individual, 
here are some suggestions that should help you. 
Your role is to facilitate. This is not an opportunity for you 
to teach. In fact, the less visible role you take, the better. 
Your role is to listen and bring out the best in the other 
people. 
Preparation. Be sure to have done your homework 
thoroughly. Have listened to the lesson and think carefully 
through the questions. Have an answer for each question 
that will get the conversation going. A great question is, 
“What is the Lord teaching you this week?” 
Creativity. What works to help one person understand 
may not help another. So, listen to the conversation and 
pray that the Lord help you bring out the greatest 
interaction among all the people. 
Correct error. This is difficult. If someone says something 
that is not right, you do not want to come down on them, 
telling them they are wrong and shutting down their 
participation. On the other hand, if you let an obvious error 
pass, the rest of the group may think you agree and what 
was said was correct. So, look for gracious ways to 
suggest that perhaps the person’s comment was incorrect. 
Focus. Stay focused on Jesus and the Bible, not on 
church or religious traditions. 
Lead the discussion. People do not want to listen to a 
sharing of common ignorance. Lead by asking questions 
that will prompt others to think. 
Silence. Do not be afraid of silence. It may mean nothing 
more than people are thinking. But if the conversation lags, 
then ask thought–provoking questions to get the 
discussion started, and then step out of the way. 
Discipleship. Be acutely aware of how you can mentor the 
people in the group. Meet with them for coffee. Share 
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some life with them. Jesus’ Great Commission is to teach 
people to obey, and the only way this happens is in 
relationship.  
Different Perspectives. People process information and 
express themselves in different ways based on their 
background, previous experience, culture, religion, and 
other factors. Encourage an atmosphere that allows 
people to share honestly and respectfully. 
Privacy. All discussions are private, not to be shared 
outside the group unless otherwise specified. 
Goal. The goal of this study is not just increased 
knowledge; it is transformation. Do not be content with 
people getting the “right” answers. The Pharisees got the 
“right” answer, and many of them never made it to heaven 
(Matt 5:20). 
Relationships. Share everyone’s name, email, and phone 
number so people can communicate during the week and 
follow up on prayer requests. You may want to set up a 
way to share throughout the week using Slack or 
WhatsApp. 
Finish well. Encourage the people to make the necessary 
commitment to do the work, think reflectively over the 
questions, and complete the class. 
Prayer. Begin and end every meeting with prayer. Please 
do not do the quick “one–prayer–covers–all” approach. 
Manage the time so all of you can pray over what you have 
learned and with what you have been challenged. Pray 
regularly for everyone in the meeting.
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1. 

God’s Plan for the Ages – Part 1 

 
God’s sovereignty is over everything, including history, and 
God has a redemptive plan for humankind. 
 

 THE ETERNAL KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

 Psa. 10:16 
The Lord is King of an eternal kingdom. 

 

 Jer. 10:10  
The Lord is King and possessor of absolute 
sovereignty 
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 Psa. 103:19 
God’s sovereignty is universal (unlimited in 
scope). 

 

 Dan. 4:17 
The Lord is King over a recognized heavenly 
realm comprised of the following 

 THE FALSE KINGDOM OF SATAN 
 

 Satan's Fall 

 

 Satan's Kingdom 

 

 Satan's Subjects  

 

 GOD'S PLAN 
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 Redeem Man 

 
 

 Reclaim His Kingdom 

 

 Execute Judgment 

 

 GOD'S REDEMPTIVE WORK 
 

 The Noahic Covenant is the necessary foundation 
for the outworking of God’s redemptive plan (Gen. 
8:21-22, 9:11-17). The reservoir full of water is a 
picture of God’s wrath:  

 
1.  

2.  

3.  

 Redemption Illustrated Through Sacrifices: 
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 God's Plan Expounded 
Eph 2:8, 13, Heb 11:1 

 

 Christ's Atonement Provided 
Abraham 
 
 
Isaiah  
 
 
John the baptizer  
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 The New Covenant Enacted 
Jeremiah 31 
 
 
 
Ezequiel 36 
 
 
 
Heb 8:6-13 
 
 
 
II Cor 5:21 
 
 
 
Mat 27:46 
 
 
 
John 19:30 
 
 
 
II Cor 3:6 

 

 Conclusion - God’s great plan to redeem humanity 
results in salvation, relationship with God, a 
heavenly home, and eternal life, all blessings of 
this aspect of God’s great plan for the ages! 
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QUESTIONS 

1. How do sacrifices point to the need for redemption 
and substitutionary atonement? 

2. How do sacrifices anticipate the coming of an 
ultimate substitute? What does it mean that Christ 
is the ultimate substitute? Explain how accepting 
Christ as the ultimate sacrifice of your personal 
sins allow you to have a personal relationship with 
God the Father? 
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3. Why does God show forbearance over sins you 
commit? Rom 3:25 What role does propitiation 
play in this? Considering this, what should be your 
response to your Lord and Savior?  

4. What is grace? How has God shown you grace? 
How do you show thankfulness in response to his 
grace shown to you?  
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5. What was the confused thinking about salvation at 
the time? How is that like thinking in your culture? 
What is the Biblical view of salvation and 
atonement which Paul presents?  

6. What does John mean when he says, "Faith is 
void if works aren’t attached?” Does this mean 
works are necessary for salvation? How 
specifically do you “work out your salvation”? Is it 
clear to you that in no way do works save you?  
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7. What is the New Covenant? How does it differ 
from the Old Covenant? As you reflect on the 
meaning of Christ being the ultimate sacrifice, 
what is your posture before God the Father and 
Jesus Christ your Lord (gratefulness, humility, 
awe, etc.)?  
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2. 

God’s Plan for the Ages – Part 2 

THE KINGDOM PRESENTED, MATT 4:17 
God’s plan to reclaim his kingdom and execute judgment 
on Satan and his followers. This plan reasserts God's 
sovereignty over all creation, including humanity and Satan 
and his followers.    
 
 

 GOD'S KINGDOM WORK 
 

 The Kingdom Promised 
Gen. 12:1-3 
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 The Kingdom Foreshadowed  
2 Sam. 7:12-16 

 The Kingdom Presented 
Matt. 4:17 
Luke 1:31-33) 

 The Kingdom Rejected 
Matt. 12:22-37 
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 The Kingdom Culmination Delayed 
Luke 19:11-27 

 The Kingdom Realized, Rev. 20:46, 1 Cor. 15:24-
28 

1. Kingdom promise  
Kingdom promise would be realized in 
tribulation period. 
Rev 11:15 

2. Prophesied 
Zechariah 12:10-13:1 

3. Christ reigns 
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 The Kingdom of God in the Present Age 

 Different views of the kingdom of God in the 
present and future.  

 THE JUDGMENT WORK 
 
Eschatology is "a belief concerning death, the end of the 
world, or the ultimate destiny of humankind; specifically: 
any of various Christian doctrines concerning the Second 
Coming, the resurrection of the dead, or the Last 
Judgment.” (Merriam-Webster) 
 

 Judgment on Satan and His Angels 
Matt. 25:41 
Jn. 12:31 
Rev. 12:9, 19:20, 20:2,10 

 
 Judgment on Satan's Followers 

Rev. 20:11-15 
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 Purging of the Earth 
2 Pet. 3:10 
Rev. 21:1 
Isa. 65:17-25 
Rev. 22:3 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What is the Abrahamic Covenant? How is it 
important regarding God’s plan for mankind, the 
New Covenant?  

2. Why did Israel reject Jesus as their king? What 
were they expecting? Do your expectations align 
with God’s word? 
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3. Does God’s Kingdom need recognized to exist? 
Why or why not? How are you currently 
recognizing God’s sovereignty and Kingdom in 
your life? Be specific.  

4. What was the unpardonable sin the Jewish 
leaders committed (Matt. 12:22-37)? What were 
the Jewish leaders held personally responsible 
for? How is this a cautionary tale for you? Are 
there aspects in your life that are a hindrance to 
others’ spiritual journey?  
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5. What was prophesied in the parable of the 10 
pounds in Luke 19: 11-27? What are the 
consequences of rejecting Christ? Is there an area 
in your life right now where you are not 
recognizing the sovereignty of God in your life? 
What are you going to do about this today?  

6. Does the Kingdom of God exist today? What does 
amillennialism and pre-millennialism, say about 
this? How can you today approach these complex 
questions (scripture, prayer, Holy Spirit guidance)? 
What attitude posture should you take when you 
face theological uncertainty? Why is your attitude 
posture important considering God’s great plan for 
humankind? 
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7. How does God achieve victory over Satan? What 
about his followers? Why do you think people 
reject the free gift of salvation? Have you 
personally accepted this free gift? If yes, briefly 
write out your story that you can share with others. 
If not, what is holding you back from accepting this 
free gift?  

8. Considering all you have learned today, how can 
you as a believer, remain confident, bold, and 
hopeful in this current physical world?  
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3. 

Life of Jesus – Part 1 

 
A brief overview of the design and purpose of the gospels 
gives proof to the divine authorship of scripture.  
 

 THE LIFE OF JESUS INTER-TESTAMENTAL 
TIMELINE 

 
 
 

 DISTINCTIVES OF THE GOSPEL 
Definition of Synoptic 
The Synoptic gospels 
 
 
 

 Addresses 
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 Theme 

 Design 

 Style 

 Emphasis 

 Old Testament Quotations 

 Prominent Words 

 THE SYNOPTIC PROBLEM AND THE FOUR 
SOURCE THEORY 

 

 The Hypothesis 
It is likely that there were 4 major source 
documents for the synoptic gospels.  

 The Sources 
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 The Method 

 The Crux  

 The Difficulties 

 The Alternatives 

1. Oral Tradition 

2. Audience and Purpose 

3. Divine Inspiration 

 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LAND OF 
ISRAEL. PIXNER REFERS TO THE LAND AS 
THE FIFTH GOSPEL: "READ THE FIFTH 
GOSPEL AND THE WORLD OF THE FOUR 
WILL OPEN UP TO YOU." 

 

 Why is Israel considered to be a land bridge? Why 
did God want to reveal himself there?  
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 Four main geographical areas in Israel   
 
 

 Three major travel routes in Ancient Israel 

 CHRONOLOGICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
LIFE OF CHRIST 

 Birth of Jesus 

 Baptism by John the Baptizer 

 First Temple Cleansing 

 Feast of Tabernacles 

 Feeding of the 5000 

 Feast of dedication 
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 Royal entry on a Monday 

 Crucifixion 

 Resurrection 

 Ascension 

 Death, Luke 3:23 



25 Dr. Carl Laney  

QUESTIONS 

1. Who do each of the gospels address? Why is 
John considered the “universal” gospel? What is 
the importance of the gospels being addressed to 
different people groups? What importance have 
the gospels had on your relationship with God?  

2. Briefly describe the theme, design, style, and 
emphasis of each of the gospels. What is the 
significance of quoting Old Testament scripture in 
the Gospels? How does this solidify your personal 
faith in Christ?  
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3. What is the four-source theory of the gospels? 
What is the crux of the synoptic issue? What does 
Guthrie warn in his New Testament Introduction? 
What are some of the alternatives to the four-
source theory? Why is it important for you to know 
this?  

4. Why is the geography of Israel important in the life 
of Jesus? Why is it referred to as a land bridge? 
Why would God choose to reveal himself in Israel? 
How did God show his love to you through the 
geographical location he chose to send his son, 
Jesus?   
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4.  

Life of Jesus – Part 2 
 
 

 KEY EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS 
 

 A Virgin Birth 
Matt. 1:16-25  
 

 Approval at Baptism 
Matt. 3:13-17 
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 Proven through Temptation 
Matt. 4:1-11 

 Offer of the Kingdom 
Matt 4:17 

 Authentication by Miracles 
Matt. 4:23-25 

 Rejection by Israel 
Matt. 12:22-32 

 The unpardonable sin 
Tim. 15:35 

 Taught Through Parables 
Matt. 13 
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 Transfiguration 
Matt. 17:1-13 
 
1. People present 
 
 
 
2. Significance of the event 
 
 
 
3. Words of God the Father 

 

 Royal Entry into Jerusalem - official response of 
the nation to the physical royal entry of the King.  
Psalm 118 
Matt. 21:1-11 
Rev. 19:11-16 
Zech. 9:9 - Fulfillment of Old  

 

 Death for Sin 
Significance of the darkness 
Purpose 

 

 Resurrection before Witnesses 
Matt 12:39  
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 Ascension to Heaven 
Isa 52:13 
Luke 9:21 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What did the religious leaders accuse Jesus of? 
Who did they associate Jesus with? Why is this a 
key turning point in the life of Jesus?  

2. What is the unpardonable sin? How is this a 
warning for you and your testimony of your daily 
life? Today, are you leading the people around 
you to Christ or to a rejection of Christ? (Tim. 
15:35) 
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3. What is the purpose of the parables? What truths 
do they teach and reveal about the present 
Kingdom of God? What have you learned through 
the parables? 

4. Who was with Christ at the transfiguration? What 
were they talking about? What was the 
significance of this event as it pertains to the 
Kingdom of God?  
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5. What was significant for humanity about Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead? How about for you 
personally? Do you hope for his physical return? 
How does this hope help you today in your walk 
with Christ?  

6. What are the major and significant events of your 
life? What do you want to be remembered for?  
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5.  

James – Part 1 

 
Learn about the tests of a living, active faith, the response 
of your faith to the trials you face, the importance of your 
response to the Word of God and your response to 
partiality 
 

 TESTS OF A LIVING FAITH 

 Author 

 Readers  

 Date of Writing  
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 Historical Setting 

 Purpose  

 Theme 

 Preaching James 

 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS RESPONSE TO 
TRIAL 
JAMES 1:1-18 

 Introduction, 1:1 
Introduction to the author and audience 

 The Attitude in Trials, 2-4 

 Definition of a trial 

 Definition of temptation 
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  Prayer for Wisdom  
James1:5-8  

 An Evaluation of Wealth 
A healthy perspective 
James 1:9-11 

 The Way of Temptation  

 

 FAITH TESTEED BY ITS RESPONSE TO 
THE WORD OF GOD 
JAMES 1:19-27 

 Receiving the Word 

 Applying the Word, James 1:22-25 
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 FAITH TESTED BY ITS REACTION TO 
PARTIALITY 
JAMES 2:1-13 

 The Sin of Partiality, 1-4 

 The Evil Consequences of Partiality, 5-11 

 Summary Exhortation, 12-13 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS PRODUCTION OF 
GOOD WORKS 
JAMES 2:14-26 

 The fallacy of Inactive Faith, 14-18 

 The Illustrations of an Active Faith, 19-26 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. What is a trial? Who designs trials and for what 

purpose? What is the proper response to a trial? 
What trial are you going through right now? What 
is your usual response to trials and persecution? 
Based on what you learned today, how can you 
“count it all joy” as you walk through your current 
trial? 

2. What is the prayer in James 1:5? What is the 
context of this prayer in James? How can wisdom 
be defined in this context? How are you to ask for 
wisdom from God to endure trials? What wisdom 
do you need from God to guide your response to 
the trials you are going through?  
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3. What is a temptation? Who is the author of 
temptation? Why is James addressing believers 
about their response to temptation? Do you blame 
God when you do not resist temptation? Do you 
tend to place yourself in situations where you are 
avoiding temptation or resisting temptation? How 
is the Holy Spirit leading you to respond to this 
teaching today?  

4. James is the Epistle of the imperative. What does 
that mean? What is God calling you to just do 
today regarding trials and temptations?  
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5. What is the concept of inactive faith a fallacy? 
What does active faith resemble? What should 
accompany genuine faith? Is your faith “inactive” 
or “active?”  
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6.  

James – Part 2 

The power of your words and the importance of wisdom 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS PRODUCTION OF 
SELF-CONTROL 
JAMES 3:1-12 

 The responsibility of spiritual leaders, 1 

 The test for maturity, 2 

 The power of the tongue, 3-5 
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 Two illustrations  
 
1.   
 
 
 
2.  

 The Evil Nature of the Tongue, 6-8 

 The Hypocrisy of the Tongue, 9-12  

 FAITH TESTED BY THE APPROPRIATION 
OF TRUE WISDOM 
JAMES 3:13-18 

 The Demonstration of Wisdom, 13 

 

 The Character of Earthly Wisdom, 14-16 
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 The Character of Heavenly Wisdom, 17-18 
 
1.  
 
 
 
2.  
 
 
 
3.  
 
 
 
4.  
 
 
 
5.  
 
 
 
6.  
 
 
 
7. 
 
 
 
8. 
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 FAITH TESTED BY ITS REACTION TO 
WORLDLINESS 
JAMES 4:1-10 

 Manifestations of Worldliness, 1-5 
Worldliness is characterized by  

 The Remedy for Worldliness, 6-10   

 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS AVOIDANCE OF 
SLANDER 
JAMES 4:11-12 

 The Exhortation, 11a: 

 The Reasons,11b-12 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS AVOIDANCE OF 
PRESUMPTUOUS PLANNING 
JAMES 4:13-17 
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 FAITH TESTED BY ITS REACTION TO 
INJUSTICE 
JAMES 5:1-11 

 The rich condemned, 1-3 

 Their conduct described, 4-6 

 The poor and oppressed are encouraged, 7-11 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS CONSISTENT 
HONESTY 
JAMES 5:12 

 

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS RESORT TO 
PRAYER 
JAMES 5:13-18 

 The power of prayer, 14-15 

 The prerequisite for prayer, 16 

 The example of prayer,17-18 
Elijah,1 Kings 17:1 ff. 
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 The Key Words 
 
1.  
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
  
3. 
 
 
  
4.  

 The Context 
God can heal and encourage in different ways as 
you pray for people. 

 The Exposition 
Physical healing is not always God’s will.  

 FAITH TESTED BY ITS CORRECTING THE 
ERRANT 
JAMES 5:19-20 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What are the accusations that James brings 
against the rich people in James 5:1-6?  Give a 
present-day example. How could this describe 
you, when you consider how you spend your time 
and money compared to someone who has less 
than you do? Pray about how God is speaking to 
you in this area of your life.  

2. What people in your sphere of influence look up to 
you as an example, teacher or mentor? In what 
ways are you a good example to them? What 
areas in your life do you need to improve? Pray 
that the Lord will give you the perseverance in the 
areas you are strong in, and to recognize and 
change the areas in which you need improvement. 
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3. What is slander and gossip? How is it hurtful to 
individual people? How is it harmful to a 
community? What do you do to keep yourself from 
gossiping? What should you do when others 
around you are gossiping or slandering someone? 
What do you do?  

4. What are the characteristics listed in James 4:1-3 
that describe someone who is a, “friend of the 
world?” Are there any of these that describe you 
that God is speaking to you about? What is the 
remedy that James gives in 4:7-10? 
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5. Give an example of a time when you have 
changed what you have planned because of the 
leading of the Spirit. What are some different ways 
that God has spoken to you in the past? As you 
plan how you will spend your time and money, 
what are you doing on a regular basis to be 
sensitive to hearing the voice of the Spirit in your 
life? 

6. In James 5:7-11, he encourages people to be 
patient and to persevere. What areas in your life 
does God want you to live out in faith with an 
attitude of patience and perseverance? 
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7. How well do you know what the Bible says and 
what it teaches? What are you doing on a regular 
basis to know more about what the Bible says and 
understand better what it teaches?  

8. Do you know what the core message of the 
Gospel is? Are you able to explain the Gospel to 
someone who is not a believer, in a way that they 
can understand it? If someone were teaching or 
preaching something contrary to the Gospel, 
would you recognize it and be able to explain to 
them where they are wrong?  
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7. 

Paul’s First Missionary Journey – Part 1 

 
The people in the church in Antioch, Syria were led by the 
Spirit to send out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel 
to the gentiles.  
 

 THE COMMISSION OF PAUL AND 
BARNABAS, ACTS 13:1-3 

 Characteristics of the Church in Antioch 

 

 Appointment by the Holy Spirit 
Acts 13: 1-2 
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 Dedication by the Church 
Acts 13: 3 

 IMINISTRY ON CYPRUS, ACTS 13:4-12 

 At Salamis 
Acts 13: 4-5 

 In Paphos 
Acts 13: 6-12 

 MINISTRY IN ASIA MINOR, 13:13-14:28 

 Ministry in Pisidian Antioch 
Acts 13:13-52 



53 Dr. Carl Laney  

QUESTIONS 

 
1. What can you tell in Acts 13:1-3 about the types of 

people in the church in Antioch and how they 
functioned as a body? What are you doing to 
apply your spiritual gifts in your faith community 
and encourage others to apply theirs? 

2. When Paul and Barnabas began to witness to 
Sergius Paulus, what did Elymas do? Have you 
faced or are you currently facing personal or 
spiritual resistance when you were/are witnessing 
to someone? As you prayed/are praying about that 
situation, how did/is God leading you to respond? 
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3. What are the main points of Paul’s message about 
Jesus as Messiah in Acts 13:26-31? In verses 39-
41, why is it important to his audience that he uses 
references from the Old Testament to support 
what he said in his message? How did people 
respond to Paul’s message?  

4. According to Dr. Laney, what are the two 
important ideas that Paul emphasizes, one in 
verse 38 and one in verse 39? What does verse 
41 say about how the people in Habakkuk’s day 
responded? How are these ideas significant in 
how you relate to God? How does it make a 
difference in how you love and serve others? 
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5. As Paul and Barnabas left the city of Antioch, what 
symbolic gesture did they make, and why? What 
was Dr. Laney’s point about the church that was 
started there? What have you seen God do in your 
life that seemed insignificant at first but later 
ended up as something amazing? 
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8. 

Paul’s First Missionary Journey – Part 2 

The question of whether Gentiles needed to follow 
Judaism in order to be a part of the early church.  
 

 MINISTRY IN ASIA MINOR 
ACTS 13:13-14:28 

 Ministry in Antioch 
Acts 13:13-52 

 Ministry at Iconium 
Acts 14:1-7 

 Ministry at Lystra 
Acts 14:8-20 
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 Ministry at Derbe 
Acts 14:21 

 Return to Antioch 
Acts 14:22-28 

 THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL 

 The Problem with the Judaizers 
Acts 15:1-5 

 Debate over circumcision 
Acts 15:1-2 

 Delegation to Jerusalem 
Acts 15:3-4 

 The Issue 
Acts 15:5:1  
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 THE DISCUSSION OF THE COUNCIL 
ACTS 15:6-21 

 Peter 
Acts 15:6-11  

 Paul & Barnabas 
Acts 15:12 

 James  
Acts 15:13-21 

 THE DECISION OF THE COUNCIL, 15:22-35 

 The Letter of Clarification 
Acts 15:22-29 

 The Letter Delivered to Antioch 
Acts 15:30-31 

 The Ministry of Paul and Barnabas 
Acts 15:35 

 Lessons from the Jerusalem Council 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. After Paul had been preaching at Lystra, what 

happened in Acts 14:19-20? What do you think 
Paul felt like emotionally and physically as he and 
Barnabas left for Derbe the next day? Who do you 
have in your life that is like Barnabas that will walk 
with you and encourage you, even when you are 
experiencing difficult circumstances? What can 
you do in the next few days to let them know that 
you appreciate them? 

2. As Paul and Barnabas travelled back through the 
cities, they had just established churches in, what 
was their message to the new believers in Acts 
14:22? What is a recent difficult situation in your 
life recently that the Lord has helped you to 
overcome? What is an event in your life where you 
saw God’s faithfulness in a difficult situation that 
helps you have faith that God will guide you and 
help you overcome hardships in the future?  
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3. According to Dr. Laney’s introduction to the 
Jerusalem Council, what are the three actions 
Paul took in Galatians 2:11-16 and Acts 15:1-4 to 
address how gentiles should receive the Gospel?  
Paul handled his disagreement with Peter by 
talking to him in person rather than gossiping to 
others about it. Is there someone in your life that 
you need to talk to in person to resolve a 
disagreement? Is there someone in your life that 
you can commend because of the way they are 
encouraging you? 

4. Why was it significant that the council took place in 
Jerusalem and that Peter, Paul and Barnabas 
were all involved? Why do you think it was 
important that James summarized their conclusion 
and that he used scripture when he summarized 
what they decided? What is a current cultural 
issue that has come up in your life and/or your 
faith community? How have you researched and 
asked the Lord for wisdom to determine God’s 
perspective?  
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5. In Lessons from the Jerusalem Council, Dr. Laney 
says that they made decisions by, “…meeting 
together, wrestling with the issues and coming to a 
decision that they felt was led by the Holy Spirit.” 
What process do you have in your faith community 
to make decisions based on scripture and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit? What are you doing to 
live your life each day based on what scripture 
says and the leading of the Holy Spirit? 
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9. 

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey – Part 1 
 
 
Paul and Barnabas went their separate ways for a while 
because they disagreed about whether to take John Mark 
with them. Paul went to Asia Minor, Macedonia, and 
Greece with Silas.  
 

 THE PREPARATION FOR THE MINISTRY 
ACTS 15:36-16:5 

 The Separation of Paul and Barnabas 15:36-40 

 The Follow-Up Ministry in Asia Minor  
Acts 15:41-16:5 
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 Timothy gets circumcised, v. 3 

 THE CALL TO MACEDONIA  
ACTS 16:6-10 

 The Leading of the Holy Spirit  
Acts 16:6-8 

 The Vision of the Macedonian  
Acts 16:9-10 

 THE MINISTRY IN PHILIPPI 1 
ACTS 6:11-40 

 The Journey to Philippi  
Acts 16:11-12. Philippi, a Roman city, was located 
on the Gangites River 10 miles inland from 
Neapolis. 

 The Conversion of Lydia  
Acts 16:13-15 

 The Exorcism of a Demon possessed by a 
“python-spirit” 
Acts 16:16-18 
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 The Imprisonment of Paul and Silas  
Acts 16:19-24 

 The Conversion of the Jailer  
Acts 16:25-34 

 The Release by the Magistrates  
Acts 16:35-40 

 THE MINISTRY IN THESSALONICA  
ACTS 17:1-9 

 Thessalonica, the largest city, and capital of 
Macedonia. 

 The Ministry in the Synagogue  
Acts 17:1-3 

 The Response to the Message  
Acts 17:4-9 

 THE MINISTRY AT BEREA  
ACTS 17:10-15 

 Berea was of no political or historical importance. 
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 The Bereans proved their eagerness for spiritual 
things 
Acts 17:11. 

 THE MINISTRY AT ATHENS  
ACTS 17:16-34 

Athens was a center of political and religious power and 
influence. 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. In Acts 16:6-8, after Timothy joined Paul in Lystra, 

why did they decide to go to Troas? Have you 
responded to the leading of the Holy Spirit by 
changing what you had planned to do or say? In 
what ways do you hear God’s voice (e.g., reading 
the bible, meditating, and praying, singing worship 
songs, etc.)? 

2. In Acts 16:13-15, how is Lydia’s conversion an 
example of how divine sovereignty and human 
decision work together? How did they work 
together in your life? How does this make a 
difference in the way you interact people who are 
not followers of Jesus? 
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3. Why were Paul and Silas put in prison in Philippi? 
How were they released? Why do you think they 
stayed and talked to the jailer rather than leaving 
the prison? What did the jailer say to Paul and 
Silas that was an indication that God had prepared 
his heart? What was their message to the jailer? 
What was the jailer’s response? 

4. In Acts 17, what was the message that Paul 
preached at the synagogue? What types of people 
responded positively to Paul’s message? When 
others rejected Paul’s message, what did they 
accuse Paul and Silas of doing in 17:6? How do 
you feel when you present the Gospel and people 
reject you? How do you show people you love 
them and speak truth? 
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5. What did Paul say to compliment the Bereans in 
Acts 17:11? What is an example in your life that 
indicates that you able to say the same thing 
about yourself? If you cannot think of one, what 
can you do on a regular basis to begin to become 
like this? 
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10. 

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey – Part 2 
After leaving Macedonia, Paul went to Athens. He 
preached on Mars hill to the Areopagus, using the, “altar to 
the unknown god,” to explain to them about Jesus  
 
 

 MINISTRY AT ATHENS,  
ACTS 17:16-34 

 Areopagus 
The Council of the Areopagus was entrusted to 
oversee matters pertaining to religion, culture, and 
education in Athens 

 The Address to the Athenians,  
Acts 17:22-31 
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 Paul quotes the Greek poets Epimenides the 
Cretan and Aratus of Cilicia: 

1. O holy one . . . you are not dead; you live 
and abide forever, for in you we live and 
move and have our being. Epimenides the 
Cretan 

2. It is with Zeus that every one of us in every 
way has to do, for we are also his offspring. 
Aratus of Cilicia 

 The Response to the Message 
Acts 17:32-34 

 THE MINISTRY AT CORINTH 
ACTS 18:1-17 

 The Labor with Aquila and Priscilla  
Acts 18:1-3 

 The Ministry in the Synagogue 
Acts 18:4 

 The Reunion of the Missionary Team 
Acts 18:5 
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 The Response to the Word  
Acts 18:6-11 

 The Accusation before Gallio 
Acts 18:12-17 

 RETURN TO ANTIOCH 
ACTS 18:18-22 

 Paul's Vow  
Acts 18:18 
Numbers 6:21 

 This may have been the completion of a vow that 
Paul took during his ministry in Corinth.  

 A Visit at Ephesus 
Acts 18:19-21 

 Paul left Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus to lay the 
groundwork for a future ministry. 

 A Visit at Jerusalem  
Acts 18:22 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Why was the altar to the “unknown god” originally 
built in Athens? How did Paul use this altar to the 
“unknown god” to preach the gospel to the people 
in the Areopagus? Dr. Laney describes Paul’s 
quoting of Greek philosophers as “pre-
evangelism.” What metaphors or contemporary 
ideas can you use to begin pointing people in your 
sphere of influence to the Gospel? 

2. When Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians, he 
commended the progress of the church and 
encouraged them to go on in the faith by living 
holy lives in the light of Christ’s coming? In what 
ways could he say the same things about you and 
your church? In what areas is the Lord prompting 
you to do better? 
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3. Corinth was the worship center for Aphrodite, the 
goddess of love. Even though Corinth had a 
reputation for idolatry and immorality, Paul went 
there to preach. Did it change his message? How 
do you interact with people in your sphere of 
influence in a culture which popularizes ideas that 
are opposed to the teachings of Jesus?  

4. In Acts 18:6-17, Paul is accused of propagating an 
unauthorized religion and brought before the 
Roman ruler Gallio. Gallio refused to hear the 
case because he considered it to be a difference 
among Jews. How is Christianity like Judaism? 
How is it different? How does this affect your view 
of who God is? 
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5. During the second missionary journey, Paul 
travels with and trains Silas and Timothy. Is there 
someone that God is bringing to your mind that he 
wants you to spend time with and/or mentor? How 
is he leading you to structure your time together?  

6. According to Dr. Laney, what are the two events 
mentioned in 2 Thessalonians that will happen 
before the second coming of Christ to the earth? 
What are you doing to live your life in a way to 
look forward and be ready for the second coming 
of Christ? 
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11. 

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey – Part 1 

 
Paul spent most of his time in Ephesus, where he had left 
Aquila and Priscilla near the end of his second missionary 
journey. Priscilla and Aquila mentored Apollos in Ephesus 
and he went on to have a ministry that was influential to 
people in a wide geographical area. There were also 
believers there who had not heard about the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit.  
 

 THE MINISTRY IN GALATIA  
ACTS 18:23 

 THE MINISTRY IN EPHESUS,  
ACTS 18:24-19:41 

 Ephesus was the guardian of the temple of 
Artemis. 
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 Artemis was the goddess of hunting, wild animals, 
childbirth, and nature, 19:35. 

 The Work of Apollos, 18:24-28 

 The Encounter with the Disciples of John, 19:1-7 

 The Triumph of the Gospel, 19:8-20 

 Paul's Travel Plans, 19:21-22 

 The Clash with the Cult of Artemis, 19:24-41 

 THE MINISTRY IN MACEDONIA AND 
GREECE, 20:1-5 

 Paul left Ephesus in May of A.D. 56 and headed 
north to Troas. 

 In Macedonia, 20:1-2, Paul wrote 2nd Corinthians 
(fall 56). 
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 In Greece 20:3a, 5, Paul spent the winter of A.D. 
56/57(Achaia) and wrote Romans. 

 The Fellow Workers of Paul 20:4 

 THE MINISTRY IN TROAS, 20:6-12 
Paul preached in Troas and even raised someone from 
the dead. 

 THE MINISTRY IN MILETUS, 20:13-38 

 Journey to Miletus, 20:13-16 

 Instructions to the Ephesian Elders, 20:17-35 

 THE MINISTRY IN TYRE, 21:1-6 

 THE MINISTRY AT CAESAREA 21:7-16 

 The prophecy of Agabus, 9-11, 20:22-24, 21:4, 11-
14 

 The Journey to Jerusalem 15-16 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. Why was the teaching of Apollos good but 

incomplete? How did Priscilla and Aquila respond 
to him? How did the other believers respond when 
Apollos wanted to preach in another place? Who 
do you have in your life that are mentors? Who are 
you mentoring? 

2. When Paul laid hands on the disciples of John the 
Baptist in Acts 19:1-7, what was the sign that they 
had received the Holy Spirit? Why was that 
significant to Jews in that time period? As a 
believer, since the Holy Spirit lives in you, what is 
an indication that he is working in your life and that 
you are responding to him? 
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3. Why did Demetrius oppose Paul in Acts 19 
beginning in verse 24? What was Paul’s usual 
response in situations like this? What did Paul’s 
disciples advise him to do? As you interact with 
people that hold a position on social issues that is 
contrary to what the Bible teaches, how do you 
seek the Lord to determine how he is leading you 
to respond in a specific situation? 

4. What does Dr. Laney say is the theme of 2 
Corinthians? Considering the relationship that 
Paul had with the people in the church at Corinth, 
what relationships do you have with people in your 
community of faith? Who does God want you to 
spend time with to strengthen your friendship and 
spiritual relationship?  
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5. What is the theme of Romans according to Dr. 
Laney? Why is this idea important in your 
relationship with God? How does it motivate you to 
love and serve others? 

6. In Acts 20:24, what does Paul say to the Ephesian 
elders? What does this tell you about Paul’s 
philosophy of life and ministry? In what ways are 
you living your life that people in your sphere of 
influence would notice that you are living your life 
like Paul did?  
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7. In Acts 20:28, Paul gives a charge to the elders in 
Ephesus. What are you doing to carry out that 
charge for people in your sphere of influence? 
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12. 

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey – Part 2 
 
The letter to the Romans has had a significant influence on 
our Christian faith and in our understanding of the Gospel. 
It was a pivotal book in directing reformers like Martin 
Luther and John Calvin 
 

 FACTS ON ROMANS 

 Authors, Romans 1:1, 15:25, 16:3, 16:22. 

 Readers, Romans 1:7 

 Date of Writing 
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 Historical Setting Acts 20:3, Rom 16:23, 1 Cor. 
1:14, Rom 16:1. 

 Purpose, Romans 1:11-13, 11:15,16. 

 Theme, 1:16,17. 

 OUTLINE 

 The Doctrine of Salvation, Romans 1-8 

 The Unbelief of Israel, Romans 9-11 

 The Conduct of Believers, Romans 12-16 

 INTRODUCTION, ROMANS 1:1-17 

 The Gospel: It reveals God’s righteousness and 
effects believers’ salvation. 

 The Message, 1:16-17 
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 THE NEED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS: 
CONDEMNATION, 1:18-3:20 

 Paul’s Gospel, Romans 1-8 

1. Righteousness needed (condemnation), 1:18-
3:20 

2. Righteousness imputed (justification), 3:21-5:21 

3. Righteousness imparted (sanctification), 6-8 

 Paul demonstrates the universality of sin and 
condemnation: 

1. The Gentiles, Romans 1:18-32 

2. The Moralists, Romans 2:1-16 

3. The Jews, Romans 2:17-3:8 

4. All Mankind, Romans 3:9-20 

 RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED. 
JUSTIFICATION IMPARTED. 

 Righteousness needed Romans 1:18-3:20 

 Righteousness imputed 3:21-5:21 
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 Justification, 3:21-5:21 

 Sanctification, 6-8 

1. Positional 

2. Experiential 

3. Final, Rom. 6:13, Rom. 12:2, Rom. 8:3-4. 

 THE PROBLEM OF ISRAEL, ROMANS 9-11 

 The heart of the epistle: Paul deals with the 
problem of Israel. Key questions: 

 Past Election, 9 

 Present Rejection, 10 

 Future Salvation, 11 
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 THE CONDUCT OF BELIEVERS, 
ROMANS12-16, DOCTRINE (12:1) & DUTY 
 

 "Therefore," 12:1 

 Christian Duties, 12-13 

 Christian Liberties, 14-15 

 Conclusion, 15-16 
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QUESTIONS 

1. In his book, Here I Stand, Roland Bainton explains 
that even as a devoted monk, he felt like he was 
not good enough to measure up to God’s justice. 
However, after studying Romans, he writes, “I 
grasped that the justice of God is that 
righteousness by which through shear grace and 
mercy God justifies us through faith…The whole 
scripture took on a new meaning and whereas 
before the justice of God had filled me with hate, 
now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in 
greater love.” How has this affected your 
understanding of who God is and your relationship 
to him?  How do you explain this to people you 
talk to that have questions about who God is and 
what he is like? 
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2. In Romans 1:2-6, what are the main points in 
Paul’s summary of the Gospel? What can you 
learn about God’s sovereignty and love for you to 
know that from the beginning of creation that he 
has been inviting people into relationship with him, 
and prophesied his plan for a Messiah to come 
over 700 years before it happened in passages 
like Isaiah 53 and Micah 5:2? How will that make a 
difference in the way you live and interact with 
people this week? 

3. In Romans 1:8, Paul comments that the faith of 
the believers in Rome is, “being reported all over 
the world.” Would people say the same thing 
about you in a good way because of how you live? 
Why? If not, what does the Lord want you to do 
differently? 
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4. According to Romans 1:16-17, what is the Gospel 
and why is it powerful? What is the evidence that it 
is powerful in your life? 

5. Summarize in your own words the analogy of a 
checking account that Dr. Laney uses to illustrate 
the idea of justification. How does that affect your 
view of who God is and your relationship to him? 
How does that help you to have an attitude of 
mercy and grace to people you interact with? 
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6. What does sanctification mean? What are the 
three aspects of sanctification? In what ways have 
you noticed that you are responding to the 
teaching of scripture and the leading of the spirit to 
live in a way that is consistent with your 
relationship to God? 

7. In Romans chapters 12-16, what are a couple 
specific ways of practically applying your faith that 
apply to your current life situation? 
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13. 

Paul’s Journey to Rome – Part 1 
 
In this section of the book of Acts, you can travel with the 
Apostle Paul as he is transported to Rome as a prisoner.  
 

  PAUL'S VOYAGE BY SEA, ACTS 27:1-28:13 

 Background for The Journey 

 The Voyage to Fair Havens, 27:1-8 

 
 The Storm at Sea, 27:9-26 
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 The Shipwreck on Malta, 27:27-44 

 The Ministry on Malta, 28:1-10 

 The Voyage from Malta to Puteoli, 28:11-13 

 Paul's Journey Along the Appian Way, 28:14-16 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. On the way to Rome, after the ship left Fair 

Havens, they were in the middle of a storm. In 
Acts 27: 22-24, what did Paul tell the captain of 
the ship? As you read the Bible and pray, have 
you recently sensed God leading you to do or say 
something specific? Did you say or do it? What 
was the result? 

2. In Acts 27:34, what did Paul encourage the crew 
of the ship to do, and why? In your sphere of 
influence, what is a physical need for someone 
else that God has recently made you aware of that 
you met or plan to meet?  
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3. Before the ship left Fair Havens, Paul advised the 
captain not to continue the journey. Even though 
the ship was wrecked, and the cargo was lost, 
none of the crew members died. What is a 
situation in your life where you made a bad 
decision that caused you difficulty, but the Lord 
rescued you from something that would have been 
much worse? How does that encourage you now 
to think about how God loves you and to be 
motivated to follow his leading? 

4. In Acts chapter 28, after Paul had been 
shipwrecked, he was also bitten by a poisonous 
snake. After Paul arrived on the island and God 
healed him from the snake bite, Paul built 
relationships with the people on the island and 
preached to them. He later left to continue his 
journey to Rome. What difficult and/or seemingly 
hopeless situations in your life has God rescued 
you from? How did he give you opportunities to 
redeem those situations? What are you facing 
right now in your life that God wants you to trust 
him in?  
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5. After Paul got off the ship and was getting near 
Rome, some believers came out to meet him to 
walk with him into the city, even though they knew 
he was a prisoner. They could not get him 
released, but they walked with him. Who is 
someone in your sphere of influence that is facing 
a difficult situation? Even if you cannot solve their 
problem, how does God want you to walk with 
them and be a friend to them during a difficult 
time?  
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14. 

Paul’s Journey to Rome – Part 2 

Paul's Imprisonment and Ministry in Rome. By this time, 
Paul is living in Rome as a prisoner under house arrest. As 
Paul writes the book of Ephesians, he uses the metaphor 
of, "sit, walk, stand," to describe how we live life as a fully 
devoted follower of Jesus.  

 PAUL'S IMPRISONMENT IN ROME, ACTS 
28:17-31 

 THE MEETING WITH THE JEWISH 
LEADERS, 28:17-22 

 The Ministry to the Jews, 28:23-28 

 Two Year Ministry, 28:30-31  
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 FACTS ON EPHESIANS 

 Author, Ephesians 1:1, 3:1 

 Readers 

 Date, Ephesians 3:1, 4:1 

 Historical Setting, Acts 18:19, 19:8-10, 20:31 

 Purpose & Theme, Ephesians 4:1 

 Outline 

 FACTS ON PHILIPPIANS 

 Author, Phillipians1:1 

 Readers, Acts 16:13,20-21 

 Date, 1:7,13,17, 1:19, 2:24 
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 Historical Setting, Acts 16:11-40 

 Purpose, 1:12-26, 3:2-11, 4:10-20 

 Theme, 4:4 

 COLOSSIANS & PHILEMON 

 Author, Col. 1:1, 4:18, Philemon 1,9,19. 

 Readers, 1:2, 4:16 

 Date 

 Purpose 

 Theme 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. What were Paul’s limitations in his living situation 

in Rome and what were his freedoms? How did 
Paul take advantage of the opportunities he had, 
even though he had limitations? (e.g., Ephesians 
6:10-20 was likely written during this time. Imagine 
Paul looking at a Roman soldier guarding him and 
describing our spiritual attributes using the guard’s 
armor as a metaphor.) What are some limitations 
that you have that you sometimes get discouraged 
about? What are some of your gifts and 
opportunities you have that God wants you to take 
advantage of?  
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2. In Acts 28 beginning in verse 17, when Paul 
arrived in Rome, he spoke to the Jewish leaders. 
They had heard about Christianity and they 
wanted Paul to explain it to them. How did they 
respond? What group of people did Paul preach to 
next? How long did he preach in Rome? Think of 
the response of people that you have presented 
the gospel to. Who is in your sphere of influence 
right now that you are talking to about becoming a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus? 

3. What are the three words that Dr. Laney uses to 
describe the major sections in the book of 
Ephesians? Why is the order important? Why is it 
essential that all three are true of your relationship 
to God and how you live each day? 
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4. What is the theme of the book of Philippians? Why 
is it important to understand Paul’s living situation 
at the time when he is emphasizing this theme? 
Take a few minutes and read Philippians. What 
verses stand out as you think about what God is 
communicating to you in your life currently?  

5. What is the common theme of Colossians 1:15, 
John 14:8-10 and John 1:1? What metaphor from 
Roman times does Dr. Laney use to illustrate this 
point? Why is this theme important when you read 
in the Gospels what Jesus said and did? How 
does this affect your view of who God is and your 
relationship to him?  
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6. What was the relationship that Onesimus had with 
Philemon? In Philemon verses 17-20, how did 
Paul ask Philemon to treat Onesimus? Why would 
that be unusual in the culture of their day? In what 
way does Dr. Laney use this situation as an 
illustration of how Christ is a mediator that allows 
you to be reconciled to God? Who is in your 
sphere of influence that God wants you to remind 
them of this message or share it with them for the 
first time? 
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15. 

Paul’s Life After Acts – Part 1 

 
After the conclusion of the book of Acts, you do not have a 
historical account of Paul’s activities. However, there is a 
significant amount of information from his letters that give 
you an indication of where he may have traveled. It was 
during this time that Paul wrote a group of letters that are 
referred to as the, “pastoral epistles.” They are letters to 
teach and encourage a couple people that have recently 
become pastors.  

 FACTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY 

 Author, 1:1 

 Reader, Acts 16:1-3, 1 Tim. 1:2, Acts 19:22, 20:4, 
Phil. 1:1, 2:19-241 Tim. 1:3 
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 Date of Writing 

 Historical Setting, 1:3, 3:14-15 

 Purpose & Theme 

 OUTLINE 

 Doctrine of the Church, 1 

 Worship in the Church, 2 

 Leaders in the Church, 3 

 Teaching in the Church, 4 

 Members of the Church, 5:1-6:2 

 Charge to Timothy, 6:3-21 



105 Dr. Carl Laney  

 THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH, 1 

 Introduction, 1:1-2 
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 Danger of False Doctrine, 1:3-11 

 The Testimony of Paul, 1:12-17 

 FACTS ON TITUS, 1:1 

 Reader, Titus 1:4, Gal. 2:3, Gal. 2:1, Titus 1:5 

 Date of Writing, 3:12 

 Historical Setting, 3:13 

 Purpose & Theme 

 OUTLINE 

 The Administration for Sound Doctrine, 1 

 The Proclamation of Sound Doctrine, 2-3 
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 STRUCTURE AND DIVISIONS IN TITUS 

 alla 

 Greek word translated as a strong, “but.” 

 gar 

 Greek word indicating an explanation that is 
usually translated, “for.” 

 de 

 Greek word often translated, “but,” but not as 
strong of a contrast as, “alla.”  

 hina 

 Greek word used to introduce a purpose clause 
that is usually translated, “in order that,” or “so 
that.”  
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QUESTIONS 

1. What is a doctrine or teaching that someone is 
promoting as biblical but that is not consistent with 
what the Bible teaches? According to 1 Timothy 
1:5, when you interact with someone who is 
teaching false doctrine, what should your goal be?  

2. According to 1 Timothy 1:6-11, what is the 
purpose of the Jewish Law? Why is not obeying 
the Law enough to establish our relationship to 
God? What was the importance of the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus? 
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3. What was there about Paul’s conversion 
experience that was remarkable and unexpected? 
(If you are not familiar with the story, read Acts 
chapter 9.) In 1 Timothy 1:17, how does Paul 
respond when he thinks about his relationship to 
God and how it came about? How did you become 
a follower of Jesus? What are you thankful for 
when you think about your relationship to God? 

4. What do we know about the background of 
Timothy? How does it affect the content of the 
letters that Paul wrote to him? 
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16. 

Paul’s Life After Acts – Part 2 

 
The letter to Titus and the second letter to Timothy are 
written to encourage and instruct a couple people who 
have each recently begun to shepherd a congregation 
 
TITUS, CONTINUED 

 THE LETTER OPENING, TITUS 1:1-4 

 THE BODY OF THE LETTER, 1:5-3:14 

 The purpose (hina, v. 5) for leaving Titus in Crete, 
5-9 

 The reason (gar, v. 10) for the assignment, 10-16 
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 The request of Paul, 2:1-10 

 The reason (gar) for Paul's commands, 2:11-15 

 The priority of Good deeds, 3:1-7 

 The conclusion of the body, 3:8-14 

 The closing, 3:15 

 SECOND TIMOTHY 

 Author. 1:1. 3:10-11, 4:10-11,19-20 

 Reader, Acts 16:1-3, 2 Tim. 4:1,21 

 Date, 4:6-8 

 Historical Setting 
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 Purpose & Theme 

 OUTLINE 

 Encouragement for Ministry, 1 

 Directives for Service, 2 

 Warning Concerning Apostasy, 3 

 Charge of the Apostle, 4 

 WARNING CONCERNING APOSTASY, 3 

 The Anti-God Attitude, 3:1-9 

 The Persecution of the Faithful, 3:10-13 

 The Sufficiency of the Scriptures, 3:14-17 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. What do we know about the background of Titus? 

How does it affect the content of the letter that 
Paul wrote to him? (i.e., where did Paul leave 
Titus and how are some of the people described?) 

2. In Titus 2:1-10, what are the 4 purpose clauses 
that Paul uses to describe why Titus should 
preach sound doctrine? Which one (or ones) are 
particularly applicable in your present situation, 
and why? 
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3. In Titus 2:11-15, what is the difference between 
universal salvation and universal provision for 
salvation? Why is this important when you are 
talking to someone about becoming a fully 
devoted follower of Jesus? 

4. According to Dr. Laney, Titus 2:12 teaches that 
the grace that saves us also instructs us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and live sensibly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age. When 
Dr. Laney says that this is accomplished by the 
Spirit, through the Bible and Bible-empowered 
teachers, what does he mean? How is that true in 
your life? 
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5. In Titus 3:1-7, what does Paul describe as being, 
“good deeds?” In what way is doing good deeds 
important to your relationship to God and others?  

6. Under the section describing the author of 2 
Timothy, how does Dr. Laney describe the theme 
of this book? In what ways do you think this is a 
timely theme for today? 
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7. In 2 Timothy 3:1-13, Paul describes an anti-God 
attitude and the persecution of the faithful that is 
still occurring in the world we live in. In verses 
3:14-17, what does Paul describe that God has 
given you to be a victorious follower of Christ in 
the world in which you live? How are you using 
this resource on a regular basis? 

8. What does Paul mean when he says that all 
scripture is, “inspired” How does it give you 
confidence and encouragement to know that the 
God of the universe communicated his thoughts 
through humans to you? 
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9. What does it mean when Dr. Laney says that the 
Bible is, “inerrant and infallible?” Since the Bible 
was written by humans and we do not have the 
original manuscripts, how can we be confident that 
it is reliable? (For a more complete answer to this 
question, see Why I Trust My Bible 
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/why-i-trust-my-
bible/bill-mounce and Why We Trust Our Bible 
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/why-we-trust-our-
bible.) 

10. What does Paul mean when he says that Scripture 
is, “profitable?” How is it profitable for you? 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/why-i-trust-my-bible/bill-mounce
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/why-i-trust-my-bible/bill-mounce
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/why-we-trust-our-bible
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/why-we-trust-our-bible
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11. According to tradition, how did Paul die? What are 
you doing to live in a way that you will, “finish 
well?” 
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17. 

Hebrews – Part 1 
 
The author of the book of Hebrews is not known, but the 
book teaches us about how the person and work of Christ 
is superior to everything that has happened before he 
lived on earth. He is better than the visions and dreams of 
the prophets because he is an exact representation of 
God. He is also superior to Moses, Aaron, the angels, and 
the high priest. 
 

 FACTS ON HEBREWS 

 Author, Hebrews 2:3 

 Readers, 13:24 
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 Date of Writing, 12:4 

 Historical Setting, 5:11-12, 10:25, 13:2-17, 12:2, 
2:1, 10:1 

 Purpose & Theme 

 OUTLINE 

 The Superior Person of Christ, 1-7 

 The Superior Work of Christ, 8:1-10:18 

 The Superior Life of Faith, 10:19-13:24 

 THE SUPERIOR PERSON OF CHRIST, 1-7 

 Superior to Prophets, 1:1-3 

 Superior to Angels, 1:4-2:18 
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 Superior to Moses, 3:1-4:13 

 Superior to Aaron, 4:14-7:28 

 The order of Christ's Priesthood, 7 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What aspect of the book of Hebrews does Dr. 
Laney describe as a mystery? What Does Dr. 
Laney say are the three purposes to watch for in 
the Book of Hebrews? What is the main theme 
throughout the book?  

2. According to Dr. Laney, what are the three main 
parts of the outline of the book of Hebrews? 



123 Dr. Carl Laney  

3. In what ways is Jesus described as being superior 
to the Old Testament prophets? Give a few 
examples of what Jesus said or did that give us 
an, “exact representation” of what God is like. How 
does that make a difference in your relationship to 
God and how you will live your life today? 

4. In Hebrews 2:1-4, what is the metaphor that Dr. 
Laney uses to give you a word picture of the 
danger of “drifting” in your faith? What is the 
warning in this passage? What are ways that you 
are tempted to drift? What are you doing today to 
read and reflect on God’s word, be sensitive to the 
Spirit’s voice in your life and cultivate community 
with other believers? 
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5. What is the warning in chapter 3? How do you live 
your life each day that shows that your faith and 
trust is in God? As you read the bible and reflect 
on what it says, how does God speak to about 
how he wants you to live it out? In what areas of 
your life does God want you to trust him and act 
out of faith, not unbelief or fear? 

6. Why is it significant that Jesus is portrayed as 
being superior to the high priest? In what ways is 
he superior to the high priest? How does Jesus 
make it possible for us to enter God’s presence? 
When you think about God inviting us into 
relationship with him,  Jesus making it possible 
and the Spirit living in us to reveal who he is and 
how we should live each day, how does it make a 
difference in how you will make choices in your life 
and act toward other people today? 
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7. How does Dr. Laney describe the people to whom 
the warning passage in chapter 5 are the other 
warning passages are written? When the author of 
Hebrews exhorts these people to, “press on to 
maturity,” what does he mean? What are you 
doing in your life to, “press on to maturity?” 

8. What does it mean and why is it important that 
Jesus is described as a, “priest of the order of 
Melchizedek?”  
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18. 

Hebrews – Part 2 
 
The work of Christ is superior to the old covenant because 
it’s not limited to a physical sanctuary, it is based on 
Christ’s sacrifice not the blood of sacrificial animals, and 
the Spirit lives in you to give you access to God.  
 

 THE SUPERIOR WORK OF CHRIST, 
HEBREWS 8:1-10:18 

 Minister in a Better Sanctuary, 8:1-5 

 Mediator of a Better Covenant, 8:6-13 
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 Priest of a Better Tabernacle, 9:1-12 

 Offers a Better Sacrifice, 9:13-10:18 

 THE SUPERIOR LIFE OF FAITH, 10:19-13:34 

 The Confidence of Faith, 10:19-39 

 The Examples of Faith, 11 

 The Endurance of Faith, 12 

 The Workings of Faith, 13 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. In Hebrews 8:6-13, how is the New Covenant 

different from the Old Covenant? Why is the New 
Covenant better? How do these differences affect 
your relationship with God and how you live each 
day? 

2. What is the description of faith in Hebrews chapter 
11? Some people in the list saw what God had 
promised them and some died before seeing the 
fulfillment of what God promised them. What is an 
example in your life where you have seen the 
result of God working in a miraculous way? What 
is something that you are still praying for God to 
accomplish? 
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3. In Hebrews 12:1-3, how is the metaphor of running 
a race descriptive of your life in general and 
currently in particular? What does it look like for 
you to, “run with perseverance the race that is 
marked out before you,” and “…not grow weary 
and lose heart.?” 

4. What is the warning in Hebrews 12:25-29? Since 
God speaks to us specifically through his Word by 
the Spirit, what are you doing on a regular basis to 
listen to what he is telling you and living it out in 
your daily life?  
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19. 

Revelation – Part 1 
 
God gave the apostle John a vision about churches in 7 
cities at that time and prophecies about future events. 
John was exiled for his faith to the island of Patmos. Some 
of the churches were commended for their faith and some 
were rebuked for areas of failure and encouraged to 
repent and return to living their lives by loving God. 
 

 FACTS ON REVELATION 

 Author, 1:1,4,9, 22:8 

 Readers, 1:4 
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 Date of Writing 

 Historical Setting, 1:9, 2:10,13, 6:9 

 Purpose & Theme, 19:10 

 INTERPRETIVE VIEWPOINTS 

 Preterist [i.e., "past time"] Viewpoint 

 Idealist Viewpoint 

 Historicist Viewpoint 

 Futurist Viewpoint, 1-3 is historical, chapters 4-22 
events in the prophetic future. 

 THE THINGS SEEN, 1 

 Introduction, 1:1-3 

 Salutation, 1:4-8 
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 THE VISION OF CHRIST, 1:9-20 

 The Circumstances of the Vision, 1:9-11 

 The Content of the Vision, 1:12-16 

 Consequences of the Vision, 1:17-20 

 THE THINGS WHICH ARE, 2-3 

 To Ephesus, 2:1-7 

 Smyrna, 2:8-11 

 Pergamum, 2:12-17 

 Thyatira, 2:18-29, 3:1-6 

 Philadelphia, 3:7-13 

 Laodicea, 3:14-22 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. Name and summarize, in a sentence or two, the 

four interpretive viewpoints of the book of 
Revelation that Dr. Laney mentions. How does the 
viewpoint you choose affect the way you interpret 
and apply it as you read and study it? 

2. Revelation 1:3 says, “…blessed are those who 
hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near.” What does the “it” refer 
to? Why is it important to both hear and take it to 
heart? Since the events described beginning in 
chapter 4 of this book could happen quickly at any 
time, how does that affect your priorities for how 
you plan to spend your time and money this 
week? 
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3. Revelation 1:6 says that Jesus, “has made us to 
be a kingdom and priests.” How are you using 
your gifts to participate in the kingdom, both locally 
in your faith community and worldwide? How are 
you using your position as priest to encourage and 
pray for people in your sphere of influence?  

4. In Revelation 1:8, what is the meaning of the 
phrase, “alpha and omega?” What is the 
importance of verse 8 in connection with verse 7? 
How should you live each day knowing that you 
can be confident that Jesus will return? 
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5. When John was writing Revelation, he was exiled 
to a small island because of his faith. What 
difficulty are you facing in your life because of your 
faith? What is God teaching you in the process 
that will help you and others?  

6. In Revelation 1:17, what three phrases does Jesus 
say to John to reassure and comfort him? How are 
they reassuring and comforting to you in what you 
are facing in your life today? 
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7. For each of the churches in Revelation chapters 2 
and three, what is one area they were 
commended for and what is one thing they were 
criticized for? Name one area in your life in which 
you are following the Lord and give a recent 
example of something you did to illustrate it. What 
is an area in your life that God is speaking to you 
about doing better in and give an example of how 
you plan to make a change and do better?  
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20. 

Revelation – Part 2 
 
The prophetic section of Revelation describes the 
tribulation and judgment that will take place on the earth 
before Christ returns. After the 1,000-year reign of Jesus, 
Satan will be vanquished and the final “great white throne 
judgment” will take place. Then the “New Jerusalem” will 
descend on the earth and believers will enjoy fellowship 
with Jesus and each other forever. 
 

 THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE, 4-22 

 The Divine Judge, 4-5 

 The Seven Seals, 6:1-8:1 
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 The Seven Trumpets, 8:2-11:19 

 The Seven Bowls, 15-16 

 The Judgments of Babylon, 17-18 

 The Second Coming, 19 

 THE MILLENNIUM AND FINAL JUDGMENT, 
20 

 Three Interpretations 

 Postmillennial, amillennial and premillennial 

 Binding of Satan, 20:1-3 

 The Kingdom of the Son, 20:4-6 
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 THE ETERNAL STATE, 21:1-22:5 

 The Descent of the City, 21:1-8, Isa. 65:17, 66:22, 
2 Pet. 3:10 

 The Description of the City, 21:9-22, 22:3 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. What do the four living creatures mean when they 

refer to God as “holy” in 4:8? Why do you think 
they say it three times in row? What is significant 
about the phrase, “Who was and is and is to 
come?” How does that affect your view of God and 
your relationship to him? 

2. Who was saying the phrases, “for you created all 
things, and by your will they were created, and 
have their being," and to whom were they saying 
them? What is the significance of these phrases? 
How does it affect your relationship to God and 
your appreciation for and responsibility toward the 
world you live in?  
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3. Who sang the song in 5:9? Who said the phrases 
in 5:12? Who said the phrases in 5:13? If you 
include all the groups, no one is left out. What do 
you imagine it would sound like? Why is the 
message of each group of phrases powerful? Why 
is the last group of phrases the most important 
and how do the other two groups build to that 
conclusion? When you consider who Jesus is and 
what he has done to make you a priest as part of 
his kingdom to serve him and reign on the earth, 
how does that affect your view of God and your 
perspective on how you will live your life today? 
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4. In Chapters 6-8, a series of judgments are poured 
out on the earth. It’s part of the culmination of 
God’s plan throughout history of the promise of the 
coming Messiah in the Old Covenant, the 
fulfillment of the incarnation of Jesus, his death 
and resurrection, the judgment of unbelievers, the 
rule of the Messiah and the establishment of the 
new heaven and new earth. When you consider 
that you have a unique role in your sphere of 
influence for participating in God’s grand scheme, 
how does it affect the way you will spend your time 
and money and interact with others today? 

5. When you read about the descriptions of 
judgments that people will experience, what does 
that tell you about how serious it is to God when 
people live their lives by ignoring and/or rebelling 
against him? Who are you currently praying for in 
your sphere of influence that is not living as a fully 
devoted disciple of Christ? What is God currently 
speaking to you about that you need to change in 
your life? 
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6. What are the three elements of the Second 
Coming in Revelation 19 that Dr. Laney 
describes? What activities do you do as an 
individual and participate in with your faith 
community that begin to celebrate and look 
forward to the Second Coming of Jesus?  

7. How does the Bible describe heaven and our, 
“eternal state?” As you think about your destiny for 
eternity depending on your decisions in this 
lifetime, how will that affect the way you live your 
life and treat others today? Consider reading a 
book on heaven by an author like Randy Alcorn or 
Billy Graham.  
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