
The Life of Jesus
Inter-testamental Time Line

(430 - 5/4 B.C.)

The period between the Testaments was an age of transition from a predominately Jewish to a 
predominately Greek culture, language and philosophy in Palestine. This period of change set 
the stage for the New Testament period.

431 B.C. ! Ministry of Malachi

424-331! ! Persian decline

334! ! ! Alexander the Great begins his conquest of Persia

331-167! ! Greek rule over Palestine

301-198! ! Ptolemaic rule of Palestine from Alexandria

198! ! Antiochus III defeated the Ptolemaic forces at Panias and brought Palestine 
under the Seleucids.

198-167! ! Seleucid rule of Palestine from Antioch

175-163! ! Rule of Antiochus Epiphanes

167! ! ! Antiochus dedicates the Jerusalem temple to Zeus

167-143! Maccabean revolt and control of Palestine. Revolt led by a priest, Mattathias from 
Modein, and his sons, including Judas "the Hammer"(Maccabeus).

164! ! Jerusalem temple cleansed and rededicated. The Jewish feast of Hanukkah or 
Dedication (Jn. 10:22) commemorates this event. 

142-63!! Hasmonean rule over Palestine. The priestly descendants from the time of Simon 
(son of Mattathias), are the "Hasmoneans," apparently due to the family 
name being "Hasmon."

135-104! John Hyrcanus I conquered Idumea, Samaria and Medaba.
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104-103! ! Aristobulus I conquered Galilee

103-76!! Alexander Jannaeus expands the kingdom to include most of the land of Israel. 
Appoints Antipater, Herod's father, as governor of Idumea.

63 B.C.! Pompey captures Jerusalem and Palestine falls under Roman dominion.

43 ! ! Antipater murdered; Herod and Phasael appointed co-rulers of Judea.

40 ! ! Parthians invade Syria and sweep into Palestine; Herod escapes to Rome where 
he is appointed by the Senate "king of the Jews."

40-37! ! Herod returns to Palestine, raises and army, captures Jerusalem (37 B.C.) and 
becomes the undisputed ruler of Judea. 

37-4 ! ! Herod gains the favor of the Romans and many regions are added to his 
kingdom. Herod engages in massive building projects: Samaria, Caesarea, 
Masada, Herodium, Jerusalem temple.

14-4! ! Herod plagued with domestic troubles. His ten wives left him with many 
children, all of whom wanted a part of their father's inheritance.

5/4*! ! ! Jesus born in Bethlehem 

4! ! Herod died in Jericho (spring). Augustus divided his kingdom among his three 
surviving sons. Archaelaus (4 B.C. - A.D. 6) appointed ethnarch of Judea, 
Idumea and Samaria. Antipas (4 B.C. - A.D. 39), given the title tetrarch, 
and granted the territories of Galilee and Perea. Philip (4 B.C.-A.D. 34) 
appointed tetrarch of the regions northeast of the Sea of Galilee. 

*The present Christian Era is a dating system invented by Dionysius Exiguus (c. 496-540), a monk of Scythian 
birth living in Italy, at the request of Pope St. John in A.D. 525. Dionysius modified the Alexandrian system of 
dating which was based on the reign of Diocletian, a persecutor of the church, and prepared a numbering system 
from the "incarnation of our Lord Jesus."

Dionysius placed Christ's birth at 753 A.U.C. (anno urbis conditae = from the foundation of the city of Rome) 
failing to take into account the Gospel record that Jesus was born under King Herod who died in 750 A.U.C. The 
dating was questioned in the 8th century and was rejected in the 9th century, but has continued to the present 
day. 
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