
Cassandra Transcript 
 
My name is Cassandra Eules-Curry. I am originally from Nashville – grew up born, raised in 
Nashville. Fifty-three years old. Married. Grandchildren. Work. I guess that’s basically me. 
 
I have two kids. Had three one was murdered seven years ago. I have actually 16 grandchildren 
and so, for me, to be here in school knowing that my mom and my dad, neither one even 
finished high school is a big accomplishment. And I try to impress on my grandchildren that 
they have to go to school. They can do anything they want to do if they want to do it and don’t 
let people make them feel like they can’t. 
 
To be truthful about it, I was here in the early 90s, no late 90s. I think I dropped out in like ’99. 
And at that time I was healthcare administration because I was working in healthcare and I 
thought that’s what I wanted to do the rest of my life. So many things happened in that period 
– went through divorce, my mom was getting sick, my grandmother died. Just a whole bunch of 
stuff, so I quit. And then I decided, I been here, Lord Jesus, since, I’m 53. I been here two years, 
going on my third year, I decided I wanted to do something else. And so I went in another 
direction, as far as working. I’m a person that’s in substance abuse recovery. I’ve been clean 24 
years. And I work as a program coordinator for Urban Housing Solutions for their Journeys of 
Hope program, which is a recovery housing. So, backing up a little bit, I’d been working for 
different agencies in recovery. So I decided maybe you need to be a social worker, so I decided 
to come back to school for social work. My husband said, “You 50 years old. Why you want to 
go back to school?” And I’m like, “Because I want a degree. I don’t want to just do the job. I 
want a degree in the job.” So I came back and I took English Comp II and I said, “Well if I pass 
this one, I’ll keep going.” So I passed it! 
 
First advice: Please, please, please don’t think because your 30, 40, 50, 60 that it can’t be done. 
It can. You know life is life. And you have to be the change you want to see. So I didn’t look at – 
when I decided to come back to school – I didn’t look at financial aid. I didn’t look at time or any 
of that. I just knew, I need to do this. So I just enrolled. I still don’t know everything that 
Nashville State offers, but I come, I look forward to coming. And you never know who’s 
watching you. So, if you make the first step, and you continue on there’s people that are 
watching you and saying, “Ah yeah, she did that, I can do this.” 
 
Nobody else can do what you need to do. You have to do it, you know? My husband sometimes 
say, “Well, just take a break.” I can’t. “Take a break.” No, I can’t. Because if I do then I’m 
behind, so I have to stay focused. Stay focused.  
 
I was pretty good in high school. But, I wasn’t as focused in high school. There’s a whole lot of 
difference. High school, yeah, you don’t pay for it. You know, it’s just mandatory that you go. So 
a lot of times high school students think, “Okay, I don’t have to do this. I don’t have to do that. I 
just need to go to school.” Well, there’s a difference when you come to, not only Nashville 
State, but any college somebody’s paying for it. It’s not free. So why waste time? Why waste 



somebody’s money. You know if you’re getting financial aid, don’t waste the money. Don’t 
come to school just to get financial aid. Stay home. You know because someone else can get 
that’s going to do something with it. And is going to succeed. 
 
Like I said, I have a grandson in high school. And he says to me often, “Granny, if you can get up 
and go to school, and you can work on your work, I have no reason not to do it. I have no 
reasons. You see your three four times my age and you do it.” He says, “I don’t hear you holler, 
I’m tired. Or I can’t do it. You just keep doing it.” 
 
For me, even though I’m in my fifties, to be a college student. And to be a black woman even. A 
college student. A married woman. A full-time employee. A grandmother. And still try go to 
school. My ultimate goal is to get my bachelor’s and then I want to get my Laydac. So I have 
goals. These are my goals. And I don’t want to give up. 
 


