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I’m the first one of my mama’s kids to graduate from college. Now I went to school here for 9 
years. One class at a time. 
 
::music interlude:: 
 
All the teachers, all the advisors, mine have been so wonderful to me. And if you take the first 
step – you don’t have to have it all together – they will help you get it together. They will walk 
you, hold your hand, be there to support you. They understand when life gets in the way. They 
work with you and the college experience here has been fabulous. I would not trade it for 
nothing. 
 
::music interlude:: 
 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help. A lot of times students don’t want to ask for help. They don’t, 
they don’t want to ask for help because they don’t want to seem like they’re not getting it. But 
sometimes, even if you get it, it’s still best to ask just to make sure that you get clear and 
concise instructions. Because asking for help to me is a sign of strength. It really is. It just shows 
that, You know what I’m taking the time. I’m gonna make sure I’ve got everything I’m supposed 
to have. Because if you made the decision to go to college – whether it’s Trevecca or Nashville 
State – that’s a decision you made to get everything you can get for your college experience 
and that’s what I recommend: Get everything you can get in your college experience, because I 
did and I graduated with a 3.64 average and I’m just grateful, because I had a whole lot of help. 
 
::music interlude:: 
 
I mean, if you’re gonna go to school, why not go for the whole thing? I told my mama when I 
first got to school, I said let me tell you something, “I’m gonna have me some of them cum 
laudes by my name. I’m not going to school to just be going to school. This is for real.” I mean 
because I had so many people ask me, “You still in school? How long you going to be in school?” 
And all I can say is, my journey’s mine. Your journey’s yours. You know? 
 
::music interlude:: 
 
Intelligent people ask questions. Smart people don’t. Think about it. 


