
What is a medical coder?
Every patient medical diagnosis and procedure must be 
assigned a code. Doctor reports, consultation records and 
medical transcripts offer medical coders with the information 
utilized to translate medical services into medical codes. The 
codes are used to track medical trends and for the medical 
billing process.

• A thorough knowledge of human anatomy, physiology, 
and disease processes.

• Understanding medical documentation.

• Working with data.

• Accuracy and attention to detail.

Medical Coding Technical Certificate Program
at Nashville State Community College

What skills do medical coders possess?

Reasons to consider this program:
• Work in healthcare, but in a technical role.

• Medical coders have opportunities to work from home.

• The procedures and diagnoses medical coders work with 
are different every day. 

• If you already have taken Anatomy, Pathophysiology, and/
or Pharmacology, you can complete the program faster.  

• Prepares coders to understand coding principles and 
guidelines, medical terminology, and regulatory changes 
for entry-level competencies for coders in various health-
care settings.

• Career opportunities in hospitals, physicians’ offices, 
clinics, nursing homes, home health agencies, and other 
healthcare settings. 

• Graduates are eligible to apply to take the American 
 Academy of Professional Coders Certified Professional 

Coder (CPC) exam. 

• Diseases of the human body

• Major organ systems

• Anatomy and physiology

• Reimbursement standards

• Insurance and billing

• Medical coding

Courses include:

For more information visit
nscc.edu/medical-coding
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Job Prospects and Potential Salary
The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) projects that the number 
of positions in the field of medical records will increase 13%, 
and, during the next seven years, approximately 27,800
positions will be added.

An average medical billing and coding income in Tennessee 
is $35,000 per year. Medical billers and coders can earn up to 
$52,650 per year in Tennessee.


