
DISCUSSION GUIDE

THE UNNAMED
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THE WOMAN 
AT THE WELL

KEY SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: John 4:7-38

PREPARATION

Before your group meets, read the story of the woman at the well 

from Scripture as well as the narrative from the workbook to familiarize 

yourself with it. You also may want to read over the following sections  

ahead of time and preview the video.
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OPENING DISCUSSION—5 MINUTES

Begin your time together by asking these few questions to get everyone 

thinking.

1. What are some things that divide people today? (Religion, race, 

economic status, etc.)

2. Why are we so quick to create “insiders” and “outsiders”? What 

purpose do such designations serve?

INTRODUCTION

Briefly recap the woman at the well’s story from Scripture with your 

group. Use the following context to help.

HER CONTEXT—10 MINUTES

There are so many unanswered questions surrounding the woman at 

the well, but the few details we are given make it quite clear that she was 

a woman scorned by society. She was the “wrong” kind of person in 

every way: a Samaritan, a woman, and a person of questionable moral 

repute. It is almost certain that she endured loneliness and isolation on a 

continual basis. Discuss this with the group. How might her life daily have 

been affected by her circumstances? And yet she is familiar with religious 

traditions, enough to dialogue with Jesus. Is it possible her eagerness 
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and ability to participate in such dialogue indicated her hunger for God’s 

kingdom to come in its fullness? Discuss this with your group.

HER STORY—10 MINUTES

You may choose to read aloud as a group or listen to the audio of the 

narrative of the woman at the well or you may have done this before 

class. Because this is a relatively short passage, you might read it aloud 

a couple of times and pause between readings for reflection. Take a 

few minutes to talk about the narrative. What stood out? What was new 

information or from a new perspective?

THE STORY FINDS ITS PLACE IN ME—15 MINUTES

Use some or all of these questions as time allows to elicit conversation 

within the group. Your group may also want to share some of their 

reflections from the questions in the workbook. Do either or both as time 

allows.

1. The woman was shocked by Jesus’ pursuit of her in spite of the 

many cultural factors working against her. What does it mean to 

you to be accepted by God without condition?

2. The woman at the well bore many wounds from life and yet was 

very receptive to Jesus. How can our own woundedness prepare 

us to receive Christ and His word to us?



10

TH
E 

W
O

M
A

N
 A

T 
TH

E 
W

EL
L

3. Jesus’ love and acceptance moved the woman at the well to mis-

sion. Where is God calling you into mission?

VIDEO—10 MINUTES

Watch the video together and discuss.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

God, we are what our stories make us. We are marked by the telling of 

these stories. But we are marked by you not by others. Help us to throw 

off the labels of others and embrace the name you have given us: saved, 

forgiven, yours. Lord you know everything about us; the terrible, the 

wonderful, and everything in between. You’ve seen our past. You forgive 

our present. And by the blood of your Son, Jesus, you have given us a 

future. Help us to wear this truth as a second skin, the armor we need to 

tell our stories which are really your story. Amen.


