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PREPARATION

Read David’s story from Scripture as well as the narrative 
from the workbook to familiarize yourself with it. You also 
may want to read over the sections below ahead of time 
and preview the video.

THE 
RECKONING

KEY SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: 
1 Samuel 30:1-26; Psalm 6
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OPENING DISCUSSION—5 MINUTES

Begin your time together by asking these questions to get 
everyone thinking:

1. Have you ever had to shoulder the blame for a big 
catastrophe, whether at work, at home, or else�
where? If so, what was it like? How did you handle 
other people’s criticism?

2. Have you ever been outraged by something hap�
pening to you that seemed unfair? Maybe you got 
passed over for a promotion, snubbed in a social 
setting, or unfairly criticized. How did you deal with 
your feelings on the matter? 

INTRODUCTION

)YPLÅ`�YLJHW�+H]PK»Z�Z[VY`�MYVT�:JYPW[\YL�^P[O�`V\Y�NYV\W��
Use the following context to help.

HIS CONTEXT—10 MINUTES

;OPUNZ�HYL�ÄUHSS`�NVPUN�^LSS�MVY�+H]PK��:H\S�OHZ�NP]LU�\W�
chasing him; the men who came to him for help have 
developed into a powerful army; and Achish, king of Gath, 
has given David and his entourage their own piece of land 
called Ziklag. No, David hasn’t become king of Israel yet, 
but he’s not worried about that because things are pretty 
good as they are.
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But just when David thinks he can sit back and rest on 
OPZ�SH\YLSZ��OL�HUK�OPZ�TLU�YL[\YU�OVTL�[V�ÄUK�[OLPY�SP[[SL�
village of contentment plundered—wives, children, and 
material possessions, all gone. And, even though he was 
V\[�ÄNO[PUN�HSVUN�^P[O�OPZ�TLU�^OLU�P[�OHWWLULK��OL�Z[PSS�
gets the blame for it. Insults and abuse are heaped upon 
him while he’s trying to mourn the disappearance of his 
family and his happy life as he knew it.

And so, yet again, David has a choice to make. Will he sit 
here and mourn, or will he take action? Will he accept the 
insults of his own men, or will he throw them off and be 
the leader they’ve known ever since they came to him at 
the cave of Adullam?

HIS STORY—10 MINUTES

You may choose to read aloud as a group or listen to the 
audio of the narrative of David, or you may have done 
this before class. Take a few minutes to talk about the 
narrative. What stood out? What was new information or 
information presented from a new perspective?

THE STORY FINDS ITS PLACE IN ME— 
15 MINUTES

Use some or all of these questions to elicit conversation 
within the group. Your group may also want to share 
ZVTL�VM�[OLPY�YLÅLJ[PVUZ�MYVT�[OL�X\LZ[PVUZ�PU�[OL�
workbook. Do either or both as time allows.
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1. Describe a time when someone kicked you while 
you were down.

2. With whom in this story do you identify better? 
David’s exhausted men, who beg to stay and rest 
and then unexpectedly get to share in the plunder 
afterward? David’s enduring men, who charge to 
the other side, defeat the enemy, and then feel that 
the rewards for their risks are unfairly shared with 
those who did none of the work? Or David himself, 
who has to muster the courage to keep going, who 
has to be enough of a gracious leader to allow 
those who need rest to take it, and who needs to 
have enough integrity as a leader to make unpopu�
lar decisions and stick to them?

VIDEO—10 MINUTES

Watch the video together and discuss: How does the 
power of forgiveness supersede all claims to our own 
rights?  How does forgiveness set us free?

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Lord, thank you for giving us guidance when we need it. 
We want to follow David’s example of being leaders who 
thank you that you are gracious and loving to us even 
when we do not deserve it. 
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