Before You
Explore

Expedition Tips

Like building a parachute out
of pinecones and sunflowers,
explorers do things a little
differently. That’s why we
put this Before
You Explore
section on the
very last page.
We know you
understand.
Here are a few
things to help on
your expedition through
today’s passage. You’ll
also find instruction reviews
for today’s Tell It
suggestions. Explore on!

First time leader? Need a refresher? Discover
detailed instructions for leading a lesson at
SundayTeacher.com.
You can also find active ideas for games to help
your explorers learn the Remember Verse. Check
them out if you want to get your wiggles out.
Your “stage” is simply a clear area in the front of
the class. Referring to it as a stage during So Much
Drama makes it way more fun for kids.
Make decisions together with your kids. Group
decisions are part of the learning and formation
process. Get the most out of these discussions.
This Remember Verse reminds us that God created
us on purpose. We belong to Him. He loves us like
an artist loves her artwork. We were meant to be in
relationship with Jesus. That’s why we explore His
Word. That’s why we live in God’s love.

Doodle Mix

Act out a light-hearted telling of the story as it is
read by an adult narrator.

Create a symbol for each section of the passage
and put them in order.

1. Select an actor for each role on the script.
2. Don’t practice or rehearse. It’s totally okay for
kids to be hearing the script for the first time
as you read it for the performance.
3. Actors stay offstage until their character is
mentioned. As you read the script, pause when
moments of action or dialogue are required.
4. If an actor misses a cue, gently repeat the line
until the actor follows the script. Keep it
light-hearted.
5. When reading dialogue an actor repeats, say
the line with emotion. For example, say whispered lines with a whisper voice, and angry
lines with an angry voice.
6. If you need to give direction, keep it in the
context of the storytelling method. Stay in
character as the narrator.
Don’t: “Say that again with more excitement.”
Do: “Then he said it again like a cheerleader!”
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Genesis 1:1 – 2:3
Creation
Week 1

Exploring Supplies
Discovery Guide for each kid
Eureka! DVD or CD
Pens or pencils
Index cards (Doodle Mix)
DVD or CD player
Timer

Here we go. You’re
about to explore the
Creation Story. God
created us. He loves
us. We belong to Him.
That’s all we need.
Now get out there
and follow the
curiosity of your kids.
See where God leads!

Before you explore, check
out the back page for
some expedition extras.

Kick off class and get in the exploring mood. Listen to Coughing
Cactus Needles in Niki’s Gritty Audio Journal of Adventuring.

So Much Drama

7. Everyone applaud after the drama!

Leader’s
Guide

1

Play the verse video for Ephesians 2:10.
Ask for volunteers to say the verse from memory.
We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now
we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us
to do. Ephesians 2:10 (NIrV)
Need an active option after watching the video? Check out Leaping Lava
on SundayTeacher.com.

1. Beginning with the first section of the
Eureka! Bible Passage, ask for ideas of
symbols that represent that section (for
example, a sun, a moon, etc.).
2. Invite a student to draw on an index card a
symbol that represents that section. Do the
same for each section of the passage.
3. Mix up the completed cards and place them
face down in the middle of a table. Mix in
3-4 blank index cards to serve as decoys.
Invite kids to gather around the table.
4. Start a timer and say, “Go!” One student will
choose a card and turn it over. Moving
clockwise around the table, each student will
turn over a new card and attempt to place it
in the correct order. Students can verbally
help one another as needed. Blank cards are
discarded.
5. Once the cards are in the right order, stop
the timer, and record your time. Try again
2-3 times to see if the class’s speed
improves.
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Remember Verse
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What’s That Word?
Decode the words in the Discovery Guide individually or as a class.
Decoded words are heavens, image, and our.
Invite a kid or adult to read the definitions for each word.
Invite kids to share anything else they know about these words.
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Peaks & Pitfalls
Invite kids to share something not so great (pitfall) and
something great (peak) that happened this past week.
Pray together.
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Hear It

So Much Drama

Storytelling Script

Invite kids to prepare themselves to listen.
Have an adult read the abridged Bible passage on page 3.
Read it a second time if needed.
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Tell It

So Much Drama or Doodle Mix

As a class, choose one of these two Tell It methods to tell the story.
Instruction summaries for each are on page 4. The So Much Drama script is on page 3.

6

Embrace It
Invite kids to read and reflect on the story on their own.
Provide 2-3 minutes of quiet time for reflection.
When the class is ready, invite a student or leader to
read the Eureka! Bible Passage out loud again.
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What’s Happening in the Passage?
Help your kids explore the passage.
What happened in Genesis 1?
What do you think creation sounded like? Give me some examples.
What is your favorite thing God created in the oceans?
What do you think the creation must have looked like by Day 6?
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What’s This Say about God?
Help your kids explore what the passage says about God.
What does God do in this story?
Why do you think God decided to start creating?
What does it mean to be created in God’s image?
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Record Your Discovery
Discuss different discoveries made today.
Encourage kids to share what faith discovery
they want to remember most.
Give time for kids to record this discovery.
They’ll write a word or draw a symbol on the
relic on page 4 of their Discovery Guide.
Make your own relic while the kids make theirs.
Invite kids to share their completed relic with
the class.
Close class in prayer.
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Cast: God, Heavens (1-2 kids), Earth (1-2 kids)
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Genesis 1:1—2:3
Eureka! Bible Passage

A. In the beginning God created the heavens. He
created the earth. The earth was empty and
dark. The ocean covered everything. The Spirit
of God hovered over the deep empty waters.
On the first day, God spoke and light appeared
everywhere. God separated the light places
from the dark places. He called the light “day”
and the dark “night.”
B. On the second day, God made space between
the waters. There was water above and water
below the space. He called this space “sky.”
C. On the third day, God spoke and the water
under the sky gathered to one place. Dry
ground appeared next. God called it land. Plants
began to grow on land.
D. On the fourth day, God spoke, and the sun and
moon were created. He made the sun to shine
all day and the moon to shine at night. He made
stars too.
E. On the fifth day, God told fish to fill the sea and
birds to fill the sky. He blessed them.
F. On the sixth day, God spoke and all kinds of
animals came on the earth. He told the animals
to fill the land.
Then God said, “Let us make human beings in
our image and likeness.” He created people in
His own image, both male and female. He
blessed them and told them to rule over the sea
and land.
G. God looked over everything He had made, and
it was all very good. On the seventh day, God
finished the work of creation. He rested. He
blessed the seventh day and set it aside as holy.

God tapped His wrist and said, “Ready, set, go!”
Heavens threw its arms in the air and said, “I’m
alive!” Earth flopped its arms up and down and
said, “I am soaking wet.”
God held up one finger and said, “I think I’ll
make light.” Heavens flipped on the invisible
light switch with its pinky finger. God said,
“Great first day!”
Next, Heavens blew three big breaths. The sky
appeared. Heavens wobbled around cause it
made itself dizzy. God said, “Awesome second
day!”
Earth held up its arms and the plants grew. Then
it spread its feet far apart as tree roots spread.
God said, “What a third day!”
Heavens wiggled its fingers and the sun and
stars appeared. Then it puffed out its cheeks
real big and the moon was created. God said,
“Amazing fourth day!” Heavens puffed its
cheeks again and gave two thumbs up.
Earth put its arms down, jumped up, and started
wiggling like a fish. Heavens said, “Looks fun!”
and did the same thing. Earth blew a kiss
toward the sky and birds flew in. God did a fist
pump and said, “Fabulous fifth!”
Earth stomped its feet. Animals appeared.
Heavens rode a horse. Earth rode a giraffe. They
both had big cheesy smiles.
God scratched His chin and said, “One more
thing.” God looked at His arms, looked at His
legs, looked at His feet, and looked at His
hands. He jumped up and said, “People!”
Heavens pointed and said, “Look, a man!”
Earth pointed and said, “Look, a woman!”
God patted them on the back and said, “Best
sixth day ever!” They all put their hands behind
their heads, leaned back, and said, “Aw!” God
said, “Day seven. Let’s rest.”
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