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Sample Lesson Inside

Explore God’s Word.
Discover God’s love.
What is Eureka!?
Eureka! disciples kids by teaching them the fundamentals of studying God’s Word—not
only so they can grow in their faith today but also to equip them with the skills they’ll need
to study the Bible throughout their lives.
Most children’s curriculums tell kids what they will learn at the beginning of a lesson and
then utilize a Bible passage to prove the point. Eureka! reverses that model and teaches
kids to read the Bible in a whole new way. Eureka! starts with a Scripture passage, gives
students tools to explore the text, and then challenges them to discover what the passage
says about God and his love for us.
In Eureka! each Bible passage is examined using five steps:
1. Explore the words of the passage. Kids can’t understand the message of the passage if
they don’t understand the individual words they’re reading.
2. Dive in and explore what’s happening in the passage.
3. Explore other Bible passages that can help us make sense of this one. Discover how the
entire Bible works together.
4. Dig into what the passage says about God, his love, and his character.
5. D
 iscover what the passage says about us. What does it say about me and the people
around me?
Eureka! equips kids with a lifelong biblical hermeneutic. In school playground terms,
Eureka! gives kids the confidence to read the Bible even when adults aren’t looking.
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older elementary.
Each week, Sir
Neil’s writings
Before you explore,
check are
out the back
page forto engage
designed
some expedition
extras.
the kids
as soon as
they arrive in class.
His journal will
be printed in the
Discovery Guide, with
an audio version
Kick off class and get in the exploring mood. Listen to Attack of the
included on the
Purple Plum Pudding in Sir Neil’s Journal of Feats and Braveness.
Eureka! DVD and CD
so classes can listen
Remember Verse
along!

What’s That Word?
Decode the words in the Discovery Guide individually or as a class.
Decoded words are heavens, image, and our.
Invite a kid or adult to read the definitions for each word.
Invite kids to share anything else they know about these words.
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Exploring Supplies
Sir Neil’s Journal of
Discovery Guide for each kid
Feats and Bravery:
Eureka! DVDThe
or CD
intrepid
Pens or pencils
adventurer Sir
DVD or CD player
Neil is our main
Bibles
expedition guide for

Play the verse video for Ephesians 2:10.
Ask for volunteers to say the verse from memory.
We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now
we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us
to do. Ephesians 2:10 (NIrV)
Got wiggly kids? Need an active option after watching the video? Check
out Where Do I Go? on SundayTeacher.com.
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Week 1

Here we go. You’re
about to explore the
Creation Story. God
created us. He loves
us. We belong to Him.
That’s all we need.
Now get out there
and follow the
curiosity of your kids.
See where God leads!

on the floor.
the
ne of the

til the story

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3
Creation
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Peaks & Pitfalls
Invite kids to share something not so great (pitfall) and
something great (peak) that happened this past week.
Pray together.
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The Remember
Verse inspires kids
to explore God’s
Word and live in
God’s love. Help the
kids remember the
verse with the video
and song included
on the Eureka! DVD
and CD.

Older Elementary September 1, 2019
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The first week in a passage will focus on “What’s This
Say about God?” The second week will focus on “What’s
This Say about Us?” These discussion times will help kids
identify and articulate their discoveries.

4

Hear It

Invite kids to prepare themselves to listen.
Have an adult read the abridged Bible passage on page 3.
Read it a second time if needed.

5

Tell It

So Much Drama or Word Word

As a class, choose one of these two Tell It methods to tell the story.
Instruction summaries for each are on page 4. The So Much Drama script is on page 3.

6

Embrace It

Eureka! B

Invite kids to read and reflect on the story on their own.
Provide 3-5 minutes of quiet time for this personal time.
Allow kids to read through the full passage in their Bibles if they’re interested.
When the class is ready, invite a student or leader to read the Eureka! Bible
Passage out loud again.

7

What’s Happening in the Passage?
Help your kids explore the passage.
What happened in Genesis 1? Who can retell the story as it happened in the Bible?
If you could have been there for one day of creation, which one would it be? Why?
What do you think the creation must have looked like by Day 6?

8

What’s This Say about God?
Help your kids explore what the passage says about God.
What does God do in this story? What does Jesus do?
Why do you think God decided to start creating?
What do you think it means to be created in God’s image? In what ways
are we created in His image?
What’s this passage say about God?

9

Record Your Discovery
Discuss different discoveries made today.
Encourage kids to share what faith discovery
they want to remember most.
Give time for kids to record this discovery.
They’ll write a word or draw a symbol on the
relic on page 4 of their Discovery Guide.
Make your own relic while the kids make theirs.
Invite kids to share their completed relic with
the class.
Close class in prayer.
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Each student writes
or draws a faith
discovery they made
on their Discovery Relic.
These are personal
faith discoveries, an
inspiration they want
to remember, or action
steps they want to take in
their Christian walk.
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The Eureka! Bible Passage is an abridged
version of the Bible passage for each
expedition. Many of the Bible passages
we explore can be pretty long, so this
gives you a quick and condensed version
of each passage, staying true to the most
common Bible translations.

So Much Drama

Storytelling Script

Cast: God, 3 Angels (A1, A2, A3)
God says, “Let’s start creating!” The angels
cheer, “Hooray!”

Genesis 1:1—2:3

God pulls out the creation plan and the angels
huddle together to look.

Eureka! Bible Passage

God says, “Day 1: Turn on lights.” A1 skips to the
wall, flips the switch, and says, “Light!”

A. In the beginning God created the heavens.
He created the earth. The earth was empty
and dark. The ocean covered everything.
The Spirit of God hovered over the deep
empty waters.

God says, “Time for Day 2. A2, use your karate
skills and split that water!” A2 takes a deep
breath, chops, and yells, “HI-YA!” Just like that,
the sky is created on Day 2.

On the first day, God spoke and there was
light everywhere. God separated the light
places from the dark places. He called the
light “day” and the dark “night.”
B. On the second day, God made space
between the waters. There was water above
and water below the space. He called this
space “sky.”
C. On the third day, God spoke and the water
under the sky gathered to one place. Dry
ground appeared next. God called it land.
Plants began to grow on land.
D. On the fourth day, God spoke and the stars
took order. He made the sun to shine all day
and the moon to shine at night.
E. On the fifth day, God told fish to fill the sea
and birds to fill the sky. He blessed them.
F. On the sixth day, God spoke and all kinds of
animals came on the earth. He told the
animals to fill the land.
Then God said, “Let us make human beings
in our image and likeness.” He created
people in His own image, both male and
female. He blessed them and told them to
rule over the sea and land.
G. God looked over everything He had made,
and it was all very good. On the seventh
day, God finished the work of the vast
creation and He rested. He blessed the
seventh day and set it aside as holy.

1.800.877.0700 | EurekaCurriculum.com

God says, “A3, blow across the water for 3
seconds.” A3 starts blowing and his or her eyes
get huge. Land, plants, and trees appear. Day 3
is in the books.
God says, “A1, grab the CreationCannon. We
need a sun, moon, and stars for Day 4.” A1
straps the huge CreationCannon around her
neck, pushes the button 3 times, and says,
“Solar system up, Boss!”
God says, “Day 5. A2. Birds. Fish.” A2 gives a
confident nod and says, “On it.” Then, A2 walks
in a circle, raises his hands and says, “Birdies!”
A2 does this again and says, “Fishies.” Day 5 is
good.
God says, “Day 6: We’re making humans!” The
angels give a fist pump and say, “Sweet.” God
says, “While I create them, A3, go make some
animals.” A3 grabs the CreationCannon from A1.
A3 sets the switch to land animals, looks throgh
the scope, pushes the button, and says,
“MOOOOO!” Meanwhile, God kneels, holds His
arms straight out in front and mixes the earth to
create humans. God looks at what He made and
says, “In my image. Boomtown.”
God stands up, puts His hands on His hips, and
smiles big. The angels do the same. God says,
“Well, this all looks great! Day 7 is a day for
rest.” The angels softly pat one another on the
back and then fall asleep standing up. The end.
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The Tell It methods are interactive methods to explore, reenact,
and enjoy the Bible passage. Most Tell It methods involve important
storytelling prompts and help kids analyze and internalize different parts
of the Bible passage. These activities also give kids an opportunity to
Expedition
Tips
practice their listening, discussion, and teamwork
skills.

Before You
Explore

First time leader? Need a refresher? Discover
detailed instructions and extra ideas for leading a
lesson at SundayTeacher.com.

Like building a boat with
purple salt water taffy,
explorers do things a little
differently. That’s why we put
this Before You Explore
section on the very last page.
We know you understand.

Creation usually raises lots of questions for older
kids. Encourage those questions. Challenge them
to do some extra exploring and research at home
before you wrap up the creation story next week.

Here are a few
things to help on
your expedition
through today’s
passage. You’ll also
find instruction
reviews for today’s
Tell It suggestions.
Explore on!

Make decisions together with your kids. Group
decisions are part of the learning and formation
process. Get the most out of these discussions.

Your “stage” is simply a clear area in the front of
the class. Referring to it as a stage during So Much
Drama makes it way more fun for kids.

This Remember Verse reminds us that God created
us on purpose. We belong to Him. He loves us like
an artist loves her artwork. We were meant to be in
relationship with Jesus. That’s why we explore His
Word. That’s why we live in God’s love.
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See where G

K
P

So Much Drama

Word Word

Act out a light-hearted telling of the story as it is
read by an adult narrator.

Take turns telling the story one word at a time.

1. Select an actor for each role on the script.
2. Don’t practice or rehearse. It’s totally okay for
kids to be hearing the script for the first time
as you read it for the performance.
3. Actors stay offstage until their character is
mentioned. As you read the script, pause when
moments of action or dialogue are required.
4. If an actor misses a cue, gently repeat the line
until the actor follows the script. Keep it
light-hearted.
5. When reading dialogue an actor repeats, say
the line with emotion. For example, say whispered lines with a whisper voice, and angry
lines with an angry voice.
6. If you need to give direction, keep it in the
context of the storytelling method. Stay in
character as the narrator.
Don’t: “Say that again with more excitement.”
Do: “Then he said it again like a cheerleader!”
7. Everyone applaud after the drama!

4

6

1

P
A

1. Sit in a circle around a table or on the floor.
Briefly discuss what happens in the
beginning, middle, and final scene of the
passage.
2. Have one person begin the story with one
word. Going clockwise, each person takes a
turn adding one word to build on the story.
It might sound like this: “God. Created. A.
Very. Bright. Light.”
3. Keep going around the circle until the story
is complete.

G
o

2

6. Tip: With new kids who aren’t comfortable
participating, just let them observe.
7. Challenge: Have each kid tell two words of
the story. This is much trickier than it
sounds!
Copyright © 2019 by The Foundry Publishing
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4. The first time through will be pretty
methodical. On the second try, encourage
kids to add emotion and drama to their
voice when needed.
5. Try it as often as you like, building
confidence, detail, and fun each time.

Rem
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7. What’s Happening
in the Passage?
8. What’s This Say
about God?

9. Record Your
Discovery!
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Ephesians 2:10
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1
___:

When we use this word,
we are
talking about oneself
and someone else. When
God uses this word,
He is talking about all
three
parts of Him–God the
Father, God the Son,
and
God the Holy Spirit. Those
three parts make up
ONE God. We call this
the Trinity, or Triune
God.

Eureka! Bible Passage: Genesis 1:1-2:3
A. In the beginning
God created the
sun to shine all day
heavens. He created
and the moon
the earth. The
to shine at night.
earth was empty and
dark. The
ocean covered everything.
E. On the fifth day, God
The
told fish to fill
Spirit of God hovered
the sea and birds to
over the
fill the sky. He
deep empty waters.
blessed them.
On the first day, God
F. On the sixth day,
spoke and
God spoke and all
there was light everywhere.
kinds of animals came
God
on the
separated the light
earth. He told the animals
places from the
to fill the
dark places. He called
land.
the light
“day” and the dark
“night.”
Then God said, “Let
us make
B. On the second day,
human beings in our
God made
image and
space between the
likeness.” He created
waters. There
people in His
was water above and
own image, both male
water below
and female.
the space. He called
He blessed them and
this space
told them to
“sky.”
rule over the sea and
land.
C. On the third day,
G. God looked over
God spoke and
everything He
the water under the
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sky gathered
all very
to one place. Dry ground
good. On the seventh
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the vast
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The five “What” questions
make up the foundation of a
strong Bible study strategy
(hermeneutic) and form the
fabric of Eureka! It won’t be
long before your kids have
these down pat.

What’s That Word? We explore different words in the passage. Kids have much more confidence
during expeditions when they know the meaning of the words.
What’s Happening in the Passage? We explore the people, setting, and action of the passage.
We want to understand it and enjoy it.
What’s Happening in the Bible? We explore a different Bible passage to give us context for our
original passage. We look to see God’s big story unfolding in front of us.
What’s This Say about God? God reveals himself through the Bible. God teaches us about
himself and his love throughout the Bible.
What’s This Say about Us? As we learn about God and embrace his love for us, how do we react?
Who are we? How do we live in God’s love?

New Eureka! Media and Resources
The Expedition Resources help each
week’s story come to life!

The Class Relic and Wall Poster: The class will look
at all of their discoveries from the two weeks spent
on each lesson and decide on a relic that represents
their discoveries. The Relic Wall Poster will display
the discovered class relics like a trophy case, helping
the class keep track of the discoveries they’ve made
over the past weeks together.
The Eureka! DVD: Remember Verse videos, Sir Neil’s
journal entries, the Eureka! theme song, and more!

Class Relics
Copyright © 2019 by The Foundry Publishing
Instructions: Punch out these class relics. You’ll use one every other week when you create a discovery relic together as a class. Instructions

are in your Leader’s Guide. We’ve given you one or two extras just in case.

PT-xxxxx

The Eureka! CD: Listen along to Sir Neil’s journal
entries and start every class with the Eureka! theme
song with this listening CD!

1.800.877.0700 | EurekaCurriculum.com
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New children’s
curriculum for all ages!

Class Relics
Copyright © 2019 by The Foundry Publishing
Instructions: Punch out these class relics. You’ll use one every other week when you create a discovery relic together as a class. Instructions

are in your Leader’s Guide. We’ve given you one or two extras just in case.

PT-xxxxx

Kids are curious. They want to figure it out, try it out, solve the problem,
and uncover the mystery. They want to explore, learn, and discover
things for themselves. Kids are more likely to remember and embrace a
discovery they view as their own. Eureka! provides opportunities for faith
discoveries to happen every week. Follow the curiosity of your kids and
see where God leads.
FALL 2019 Scope and Sequence
Week Story

NI-2113

Scripture Passage

1 Creation

Genesis 1:1—2:3

2 Creation

Genesis 1:1—2:3

3 Adam & Eve

Genesis 3:1-13

4 Adam & Eve

Genesis 3:1-13

5 God’s Covenant with Abraham & Sarah

Genesis 18:1-15

6 God’s Covenant with Abraham & Sarah

Genesis 18:1-15

7 Jacob & Esau

Genesis 27:1-41

8 Jacob & Esau

Genesis 27:1-41

9 Joseph & His Brothers

Genesis 37:1-36

10 Joseph & His Brothers

Genesis 37:1-36

11 Joseph Reunites with His Family

Genesis 41—45

12 Joseph Reunites with His Family

Genesis 41—45
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