


POWER PHRASE 
I can forgive as I have been forgiven! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Matthew 6:12, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that he is a sinner and Jesus paid the price so he could be forgiven. 

• Realize that he needs to forgive others just like Jesus forgave him. 

• Choose to forgive others. 

REMINDERS 
Forgiveness can be difficult when we think or know that someone has really wronged us. The children need 

to come to understand that the greatest forgiveness ever given was when Jesus forgave our sins. If we have 

received His forgiveness, He calls and empowers us through the Holy Spirit to forgive others. This can be a 

very difficult and tricky concept for children who have been abused. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with children in need. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Loyda Ebacher for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.

2   |   at a glance



THE UNFORGIVING DEBTOR (BIBLE STORY — Matthew 18:21–35) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” Signs* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes 

Captivate #1 - Act it Out! 
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Have a boy dress up as the 

king and two other children dress up as the two servants. Have them act out the story as you tell it.  

Captivate #2 - Cheer! 

• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have them hold 

up the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Introduction 
• Jesus often sat and taught the disciples and many crowds of people. He taught them about God, 

salvation, and how to live their lives. Sometimes the answers weren’t easy to understand so Jesus 

would tell them stories with spiritual meanings — called parables — to help them better understand. 

Story 

• Retell the story from Matthew 18:21-35. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Jesus told this story so the people could understand that we have all received forgiveness from God. If 

He can forgive us, then we should have compassion on others and forgive them as well. God’s 

forgiveness for us isn’t limited, so we should not have limits on how often we forgive others. I can 

forgive as I have been forgiven! 

TESTIMONY 
• Share how you came to realize that you were a sinner and needed God to forgive you. 

• Share a time that someone did something that really hurt your feelings and how God helped you to 

forgive that person.
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CHALLENGE 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned about the importance of forgiveness through the parable of the 

unforgiving servant. There was a servant who had received forgiveness from the king for a big debt but 

then chose not to forgive someone else who owed him way less than what he had owed the king. We 

are sometimes like this man. We have received the greatest forgiveness possible when Jesus paid the 

price for our sins, yet we don’t forgive those who have wronged us. We need to forgive others as Jesus 

forgave us. 

Key Points 

We are all sinners! 

• The Bible tells us in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Sin is anything 

we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Everyone has sinned! 

• Our sin is really serious because it separates us from God, and there is nothing we can do to earn 

forgiveness – absolutely nothing. 

• Isaiah 59:2a, “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God.” 

We can receive forgiveness from our sins only through Jesus Christ! 

• Jesus is the only One Who has never sinned and so He is the only One Who can pay the price for our 

sins. There is nothing we can do to earn or deserve forgiveness. It is God’s gift to us. Once we receive 

forgiveness for our sins, it should create a heart of thankfulness within us! 

• Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

We need to forgive others just like Jesus forgives us! 

• There are going to be times when people are going to do really terrible things. Although they do those 

terrible things directly to us, sin has a ripple effect and can cause hurt to many people. Even when we 

are the ones who have been wronged, God calls us to forgive others as He forgives us for the wrong 

things we do against Him. 

• Ephesians 4:32, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 

you.” 

• Matthew 6:12, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Conclusion 

Jesus is our perfect Example of showing forgiveness when it is undeserved. God instructs us to forgive 

others just as He has forgiven us. 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you realize that you are a sinner? Do you want to receive forgiveness for your sins? Jesus paid the 

price so we can receive forgiveness (2 Corinthians 5:21). All we have to do is ask. 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Are there people you need to forgive, that you are holding a grudge against? Are there people you 

need to ask to forgive you?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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FORGIVE (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 

• Picture of two kids fighting* 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children if they have ever had an argument with someone. Perhaps someone let them down 

and hurt their feelings. Or maybe that person betrayed them in some way. Have they ever thought, “I 

will never forgive them!”? We can sometimes feel that we will never forgive another person because 

they have hurt us so badly.  

• But we are going to learn today that God helps us to forgive others, no matter how much they have hurt 

us or let us down. Jesus died on the cross and paid for our sins so that we could be forgiven. If He could 

do that for us, we also can forgive others. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Matthew 6:12, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors.”

6   |   small group



DEBT (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a credit card*, Stoplight Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Show the picture of the credit card and explain how a credit card works. A bank will give someone a credit 

card with a spending limit. People then can buy things with the credit card and will owe that amount of 

money to the bank until they pay it back. This is a debt. There also are other kinds of debt. Maybe your 

brother cleaned the kitchen when it was your turn and so you are supposed to do one of his chores in return 

some time. But if your brother says, “Never mind; you don’t owe me anything,” then he is in a sense forgiving 

you what you owed him.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 
Matthew 6:12, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Forgive — to not hold against 

Debts — something owed to someone else, or a wrong done to them 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Did you know that the things that you do wrong are a sin? Why does your sin separate you from 

God? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

When have you chosen to forgive others like you have been forgiven? Do you ask for forgiveness 

from others when you do something wrong? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Stop and Go. Use the Small Group Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the 

children say the Memory Verse together; when it is on yellow, have them talk slowly; and when it is on red, 

have them stop.

small group   |   7



GOD’S HELP (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Loyda 

Ebacher* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Loyda Ebacher grew up in Texas, where she regularly went to church with her family. One Easter 

Sunday when she was 8 years old, she asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. She 

felt close to God and knew she couldn’t live without Him. 

• Loyda went to the University of North Carolina to become an athletic trainer and sports doctor. 

Unfortunately, she was the only Hispanic in the college and was sometimes a target of prejudice. One 

evening she was walking home when four men dragged her into a dorm room and abused her. But 

when she told the school what happened, they didn’t believe her. So at the end of the semester, she left 

the university and moved to Arizona. 

• She was still very angry and upset and eventually moved back home. She spent time with God and felt 

Him telling her to pray for the men who had hurt her. At first, she prayed that the men would be saved 

but that bad things would still happen to them. Over time though her prayers changed, and she was no 

longer filled with hatred toward them.  

• Loyda eventually felt God telling her to contact one of the men. She found him on Facebook and sent 

him an email. She asked him to forgive her for having such a hatred for him and wanting the worst for 

him. She then told him how God had changed her heart and how she had forgiven him. 

• Three days later, Loyda received an email from him. He told her that because of her email, he had asked 

Jesus to forgive him and be the Lord of his life. He then said he was deeply sorry for what he had done 

and asked her to forgive him. 

• Loyda is now married and has a beautiful family. She is very involved in her church and continues to 

share her story to give hope to those who need it. She also helps others understand that when you 

forgive someone, that doesn’t mean that you automatically trust them or allow them into your life to 

continue to hurt you. She wants those who have been hurt to know that God can help and take away 

their pain. God also can work in the lives of those who have hurt them!  

• Just like Loyda, we need to ask God to forgive our sins. We also need to forgive others as Jesus forgave 

us. Use the “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?”  Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Discuss with the children if there are people they need to ask for forgiveness. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what forgiveness is. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write a note to someone they need to ask for forgiveness. 

• Active Team: Play Freeze Dance. When they freeze, have them say what forgiveness is.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• What was the question Peter asked? (How many times should I forgive my brother when he sins against 

me? ) 

• What was Jesus’ answer to this question? (Forgive 70 x 7 times) 

• How much did the first servant owe the king? (10,000 talents) 

• What did the king do with the servant when he couldn’t pay? (He forgave him.) 

• How much was a day’s wage at that time? (About 1 denarii) 

• How many denarii are in a talent? (About 3,000 denarii, or 3,000 days’ wages) 

• How much did the second servant owe? (100 denarii, or 100 days’ wages) 

• Whose debt was greater? (The first servant) 

• What did the first servant do to the second servant who couldn’t pay him back? (He put him in prison.) 

• What did the king do when he found out what the first servant did? (He threw him into prison.) 

• Why did the king respond this way? (Because the servant didn’t show forgiveness to others like he had 

received) 

Discussion Questions 

• Why is it so hard to forgive others sometimes? 

• Why does God want us to forgive those who have hurt us?
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Erased (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Pencil top erasers (1 per child), pencils (one per child), small googly eyes (2 per child), small decorating 

stickers, glue, scissors 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a pencil, pencil top eraser, and two googly eyes. Have the children trim little 

triangles out of the bottom edges of the pencil top erasers. (If you have younger children in your group, 

you can choose to leave the pencil top erasers as they are or cut them in advance.) Next, have the 

children glue the googly eyes onto the pencil top erasers, as shown in the craft sample. Finally, have 

them put the pencil top erasers onto their pencils and decorate them with stickers. 

• Ask the children what the purpose of an eraser is. We use an eraser so we can remove a mistake – take 

it away as if it were never there. Forgiveness is very much like an eraser. When we forgive someone, we 

no longer hold the offense against him – it’s like it is erased and no longer there. We should forgive 

others just as Jesus forgave us our sins. Encourage the children to take their pencils to school and let 

them be a reminder to forgive others just as they have been forgiven. 

• Review the Memory Verse. Matthew 6:12, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what sin is and why we need 

forgiveness. Also, have them write down why they should forgive others. What should we do when we 

struggle with forgiving someone? 

Activity #2 

• Have the children find a partner and discuss situations when they may have to ask for forgiveness or 

give forgiveness. For children who are quieter, you can have them draw the word “forgiven” in bubble 

letters and write what it means to forgive. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Crossword Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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