


POWER PHRASE 
I can have a relationship with God! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Matthew 6:9b, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand what it means that God is her Heavenly Father. 

• Realize that she is a sinner and can be forgiven only through Jesus. 

• Choose to become a child of God and have a relationship with Him. 

REMINDERS 
Each person has a different idea about what a father is. If they have had a negative experience with their 

father or no experience at all, it can be difficult to understand what it means that God is or can be our 

Heavenly Father. We want the children to understand that God loves them as their perfect Heavenly Father, 

His heart is good and kind, and He wants what is best for them. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with children in need. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
A special thanks to Justin Haggard for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource..
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JESUS TEACHES ON HONOR (BIBLE STORY — Luke 14:7-24) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone 

Captivate #1 - News Flash! 
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card 

tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice 

in advance. 

Captivate #2 - Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down! 
• Stop at different points during the Bible Story and ask the children a question that has a yes or no 

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for yes and their thumbs down for no. 

Introduction 
• As Jesus traveled, He often told stories with a spiritual truth — called parables — to help His listeners 

better understand who God was and how He wanted them to live. Often He would tell more than one 

story to help them better understand what He was teaching them. 

Story 

• Retell the story from Luke 14:7-24. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus wanted people to know that they should not think of themselves as better or more deserving of 

honor than others. Instead, they should be humble and seek to honor and serve others above 

themselves. Because Jesus humbled Himself and died to pay the penalty for our sins, we can have a 

relationship with God as our Heavenly Father! 

TESTIMONY 
• Share how you came to realize that you were a sinner and needed to be forgiven by Jesus. 

• Share what it means to you to have a Heavenly Father.
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CHALLENGE 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jesus taught that we should not lift up ourselves but instead humble 

ourselves and honor others above ourselves. Even though God is perfect and worthy of all honor and 

praise, He wants to have a relationship with each of us as our Heavenly Father. God the Father was 

willing to give Jesus, God the Son, so that we could have a close relationship with Him. 

Key Points 

God is Holy! 

• God is the Creator of the whole world (Colossians 1:16). He made the earth and everything in it. He made 

people so they could know who He is and have a relationship with Him.  

• God loves all of the people in the world very much (John 3:16). When He created the first people, Adam 

and Eve, He walked with them in the Garden of Eden because He loved them and wanted to spend time 

with them. 

• 1 Samuel 2:2, “There is none holy like the Lord; there is none besides You; there is no rock like our God.” 

• Matthew 6:9b, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 

God wants to have a relationship with us! 

• God wants to know us and for us to know Him. He wants us to talk with Him and spend time with Him 

each and every day. In order to have a relationship with God, we must choose to believe in Jesus for 

salvation. Through salvation, we are able to draw near to God; and the promise in scripture is that as we 

draw near to Him, God will draw near to us. 

• Romans 5:8, “But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

• James 4:8a, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” 

God can be our Heavenly Father! 

• As much as our family may love us, they will still let us down sometimes because they are not perfect 

and make mistakes. Maybe they break a promise, lie to you, or say something hurtful. 

• For those who believe in Jesus, God becomes their Heavenly Father. He is perfect and doesn’t make 

mistakes. He loves us unconditionally, is always there for us, and knows what is best for us. 

• 1 John 3:1a, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God.” 

• Zephaniah 3:17, “The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty One Who will save; He will rejoice over 

you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He will exult over you with loud singing.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Conclusion 

Jesus came so we could know God and be forgiven for our sins. He came to make a way for us to have a 

relationship with God. Our choice is whether we will accept the gift of salvation and follow Him (Ephesians 

2:8-9). We are never too young to learn about God and ask Him to forgive us and be the Lord of our lives. 

We can have a relationship with God! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to have a relationship with God? It is a choice that only you can make. Jesus paid the price 

for our sin; He became our Substitute so we can have a relationship with God (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you have a close relationship with your Heavenly Father? Are you spending time with Him daily? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or need some 

encouragement in their relationship with God.
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Royalty (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 

• Picture of royalty with guards around them* 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children if they know anyone who is royalty. There is the Queen of England. In different 

countries, royalty looks different and are treated differently. When we see royalty on TV or in pictures, 

they are often formal and have lots of security guards around them. Why do you think that is? Very few 

people have access to talk with royalty. We couldn’t just go to their houses and hang out with them. 

Today we are going to learn that even though God is the King of Kings, He wants us to have a close 

relationship with Him. We have the ability to talk with Him any time, and He promises He will hear us. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Matthew 6:9b, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your 

name.”
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HEAVENLY FATHER (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a father and son* 

Supplies 
• Bible, ball 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Show a picture of the father and son. Ask the children if they think the father and son in the picture have a 

good relationship. What makes you think that? Then have the children talk about what makes a father a 

good dad. Ask them whether they think dads are perfect. They aren’t! None of us are. Dads make mistakes 

too, even if they are the best dad ever. Even if they love us, they let us down because they aren’t perfect. 

But God, our Heavenly Father, is perfect, holy, and sinless. He can’t make mistakes! He knows everything 

about us and loves us unconditionally. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 
Matthew 6:9b, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Father — God, our Heavenly Father  

Heaven — God’s home  

Hallowed — holy, perfect, sinless, set apart 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Who do you go to when you need help and advice? Does that person ever let you down?  

How do you know that God is holy and will never let you down? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How do you treat God like your Heavenly Father? How do you make it a priority to spend time 

getting to know God better? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 
Play Hot Potato. Have the children sit in a circle or around the table. Each child will say a word of the verse 

as the ball is passed around the group. If a child misses a word, have him start the verse over. Speed up the 

verse to make the game more challenging.
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Role Model (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Justin 

Haggard* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Justin Haggard was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma. His dad never believed that Justin was his child, so Justin 

was mostly raised by his mom. They didn’t have much money, and there were times he had to sleep on 

the floor because he didn’t have a bed. He moved around a lot when he was growing up and went to 14 

different schools before he graduated from high school. His mother got married when he was in 6th 

grade but got divorced when he was 19.  

• After Justin graduated from high school and college, he enlisted in the Navy. While serving, he met a 

lovely woman, Courtney,  who he decided to marry. Once he completed his time in the Navy, they 

decided to return to Tulsa and made plans to start a family. 

• Justin had grown up knowing about God, but he didn’t know Him personally. At age 24, Justin, along 

with his wife, asked Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. They started going to 

church and growing in their faith as they became more connected with other believers.  

• Sadly, Courtney had two miscarriages but over the next few years, they were blessed with two children, 

a son and later a daughter. As a new father, Justin suddenly felt the effects of not having had a father 

himself growing up. He wanted more than anything to give his children what he didn’t have. He didn’t 

even see a picture of his dad until he was 27 years old, and his dad still refused to take a blood test to 

prove that Justin was his son.  

• Fortunately, God brought men who followed God, including his great-grandfather, into Justin’s life to 

help him learn to be the kind of father he wanted to be.  

• Justin also looks to God as his perfect role model. He learns through Scripture to have unconditional 

love for his children, to guide and to discipline them as God would want. Justin has become the Men's 

Ministry Coordinator at his church and now has opportunities to mentor and guide other men. 

• Just like Justin, we can have a Heavenly Father Who loves us unconditionally and will help us become 

the godly men and women He wants us to be. We need to understand that we can’t do it on our own 

and in our own strength. God loves us so much He sent His Son to pay the price for our sins. Use the 

“Who Is God?” and “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children share what role models they have in their lives who can help them grow 

to be more like Jesus. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about who God is and how much He loves them. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a heart and write the words God Loves Me around it.  

• Active Team: Have the children find a partner and play Thumb Wars. The winner shares with the other 

about someone who is a role model in her life and what she learned from them.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• What is a parable? (A story with a spiritual truth) 

• Whose house was Jesus going to? (Ruler of the Pharisees) 

• What day was it? (The Sabbath) 

• What is the Sabbath? (A day of rest) 

• What did Jesus notice? (That the people were choosing the place of honor for themselves to sit at) 

• What did Jesus say to the people who were trying to sit in the places of honor? (To be humble and sit in 

a regular spot) 

• Who did Jesus say not to invite to your dinner? (Your friends, relatives, and rich neighbors) 

• Why did Jesus say not to invite them? (They can invite you in return and then you will be repaid.) 

• Why did Jesus say to invite the poor and needy? (So that you are not inviting them just so you get 

something in return) 

• How did the guests respond when he told them the banquet was ready? (They made excuses why they 

couldn’t come.) 

• Who did he invite instead? (The poor, disabled, and needy) 

Discussion Questions 

• What does it mean to you that God is holy? 

• What kind of relationship do you want with your Heavenly Father?
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Whole Earth (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Whole Earth Template*, scissors, tape 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Whole Earth Template. The heart will be printed on red cardstock, and the 

earth shapes will be printed on white. Instruct the children to color and cut out all the shapes. Then have 

the children fold in half all four earth shapes. Apply glue to one of the folded halves of one of the earth 

shapes. Attach another folded earth onto the first and so on until all the shapes are glued together as 

shown on the craft sample. Apply glue to the ends and stick them to the middle of the heart. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that God wants to have a relationship with each of us. He is 

our Heavenly Father, and He loves each of us the same and wants to have a relationship with us! 

• Review the Memory Verse. Matthew 6:9b, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means that God is their 

Heavenly Father, what it means to have a relationship with God, and how they can strengthen that 

relationship. 

Activity #2 

• Have the children find a partner and discuss things they can do this week to improve their relationships 

with God. For children who are quieter, you can have them draw the word “God” in bubble letters and 

then write around it ways that they can build a relationship with Him. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Word Search Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Spot the Difference Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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