


POWER PHRASE 
I can talk to God! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Psalm 145:18a, “The Lord is near to all who call on Him.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.  

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that he can have a relationship with God. 

• Realize the different ways that he can talk to God. 

• Choose to talk with God each and every day. 

REMINDERS 
Most people have different ideas of what prayer is and why we should pray. Some recite prayers only before 

meals or in church, or they pray only when they are desperate and asking God for something. It is important 

for the children to understand that their prayers can be more like an ongoing conversation with God. He 

wants to know them personally and be a part of their everyday lives. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with children in need. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A special Thanks 
A special thanks to Graham Hanson for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS TEACHES ON PRAYER (BIBLE STORY — Luke 18:1-8) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes 

Captivate #1 - Act it Out! 
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Have a boy dress up as the 

unfair judge and a girl dress up as the widow. Have them act out the story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 - Key Word! 

• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, share with the children 

an action or sound effect to use for each of the key words. Then as you tell the story, make sure to 

repeat these words often. For example, when you say “judge,” the children say “unfair”; or when you say 

“widow,” the children say “persistent.” 

Introduction 
• While Jesus was on earth, He often used stories with spiritual meanings to help people better 

understand what He was teaching. He told parables to His disciples — the close friends who traveled 

with Him and learned from Him — to prepare them for the many challenges they would face as they 

shared the Gospel. 

Story 

• Retell the story from Luke 18:1-8. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus told this parable to the disciples to challenge them to have faith. He wanted them to bring their 

needs before God persistently, not just once but often and not give up. He would always be there and 

be ready to answer their prayers without pause or hesitation. Just like the disciples, we can talk to God 

too! 

TESTIMONY 
• Share how you came to realize the importance of talking with God daily. 

• Share some of the ways that you talk with God.
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CHALLENGE 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jesus taught the disciples the importance of having faith and being 

persistent in bringing their needs before God. If the persistent widow could convince the unfair judge to 

do what was right and bring justice to those who had wronged her, then how much more likely is God to 

quickly answer us? But God doesn’t just want a list of our needs; He wants to hear everything that is on 

our hearts and minds each day. He wants an honest and close relationship with us. 

Key Points 

God wants to have a close relationship with us! 

• God wants to know us and be there for us each and every day. He wants to be like the friend we are 

excited to invite over and spend time with so we can really get to know each other.  

• Psalm 145:18a, “The Lord is near to all who call on Him.” 

We can talk to God any time! 

• There is no specific place we should pray. God wants us to talk to Him every day, all day. It doesn’t have 

to be only when we wake up in the morning, before we eat food, or before we go to bed. There is no 

wrong time! It can be day or night, in school or when playing with friends, even when we are brushing 

our teeth. It can be during the happiest times and the times that are really difficult. God is always ready 

to talk with us at any time! 

• Jeremiah 29:12, “Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you.” 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

We can talk to God in many ways! 

• There also is not just one way to pray. We can talk to God in our minds as we brush our teeth, asking 

Him to help us be kind and patient with our little brother. We can spend time talking to God as we read 

our Bible before we go to bed. We can talk to God when we are upset and about to do something we 

shouldn’t because of our anger.  

• 1 John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to 

His will He hears us.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Conclusion 

Jesus knew the importance of prayer and talking to God. If we have asked Jesus to forgive our sins and be 

the Lord of our lives, then we have a direct connection with Him. We never need to worry whether He is 

there and whether He hears us. He always will! 

Invitation 
For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to have a relationship with God? God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive 

forgiveness for your sins and have a relationship with God. We have all sinned, and sin separates us 

from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the 

price for our sins; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Are you growing in your relationship with God? Or is He an acquaintance, just someone you’ve heard of 

but really don’t know? Relationships take a lot of work to build. Are you spending time with God every 

day, learning about Him by reading the Bible and talking with Him through prayer? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Communication (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Communication Cards* 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children what are different ways that they communicate with others. Use the Communication 

Cards as you discuss each way to communicate. The most obvious way to communicate is by talking 

with them. We can also call them on the phone, send a text, write a note, or even send a letter. Just like 

the many different ways that we can communicate with our friends and family, there are also many ways 

that we can communicate with God. Today we are going to learn what those are and why it is so 

important that we spend time with Him daily. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 145:18a, “The Lord is near to all who call on Him.”
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Omnipresence (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a superhero cape* 

Supplies 
• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Show a picture of a superhero cape. Ask the children if they could have any superpower, what would it be. 

Sadly, no humans have superpowers; we are just regular people. But there is Someone Who does have 

superpowers. He is all-powerful (omnipotent), all-knowing (omniscient), and all-present (omnipresent). So in 

our Memory Verse today when it says that the Lord is near to all who call on Him, it doesn’t mean that we 

have to wait our turn for Him to come to us. He is with each and every one of us – all at the same time! 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Psalm 145:18a, “The Lord is near to all who call on Him.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Near — close, God never leaves us  

Call — cry out, talk to God, pray, God knows every thought we have 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Who do you go to when you need help and advice? How do you know that God loves you and is 

always there for you? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How do you spend time talking with God each day? How do you ask for His help, strength, and 

guidance so you can do what is right? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play March-a-Verse (Jog-a-Verse/Skip-a-Verse). Chant the Memory Verse as the group marches around the 

room or Small Group area. Say a word or phrase with each step you take. If you are in a small space, you can 

have the children pat their hands on their legs instead of marching.
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God’s Plan (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Graham Hanson* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Graham Hanson grew up in Northern Canada, going to church and learning about God. When he was 9 

years old, he asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. But as he got older he started 

hanging out with the wrong crowd and started getting into trouble. He started drinking, doing drugs, 

and smoking. By the time he was 14 years old, he was selling drugs.  

• Graham couldn’t wait until he was 16 and could quit school. After doing so, he worked in a sawmill, then 

later in the pipeline construction industry. As an adult, Graham was successful in his work, but he 

continued to do drugs and drink.  

• Graham later moved to a small city in Canada where he decided to adopt a puppy named Max. He also 

became friends with his neighbor Linda who was a Christian and often talked to Graham about God.   

• Graham then moved to another city for work. One day, someone stole his puppy Max. In Graham’s 

despair, he prayed to God and asked Him to help him find his dog. After a miraculous answer to his 

prayer, his best friend Max was returned! This was the beginning of Graham finding his way back to 

God. Graham went to a Bible study with a friend and rededicated his life to God. Graham’s life was 

transformed, and he began to seek God and grow closer to him.  

• Eventually, Graham felt that God was calling him to be in ministry as a career, telling people about Jesus. 

So after he went to Bible college, he started driving a school bus. A little girl on the bus saw a sign that 

said, “Put Christ back in Xmas.” She asked Graham what it meant. When he tried to explain it to her, he 

realized that this little girl had no idea who Jesus was. God put a desire in his heart to reach the children 

in his community, and God also made it possible him to begin a bus ministry. Twenty-nine years later, 

Graham is still telling children about Jesus through his bus ministry.  

• Graham never dreamed that this was God’s plan for his life, but he is thankful for the opportunity to tell 

so many children about Jesus. 

• Just like Graham, we have a Heavenly Father Who loves us, hears our prayers, and wants to have a 

close relationship with us. He gives each of us opportunities to tell others about Him. Use the “Who Is 

God?” and “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how they know God has heard some of their prayers. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what it means to talk to God. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children pick one of the verses from the Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals, write 

it down, and explain what it means. 

• Active Team: Have the children sit in a circle and toss a ball around while spelling “prayer.” The child to 

say the letter “r” should share a way God has answered his prayers.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Large Group Review Questions 

• What is a parable? (A story with spiritual truth) 

• What parable did Jesus tell? (About the unfair judge and the widow) 

• What made the judge unfair? (He was prideful and didn’t care what God said to be true and he had no 

respect for people.) 

• Why did the widow go to the judge? (She wanted justice against the people who had wronged her.) 

• What was the judge’s answer? (No) 

• What did the widow do when the judge told her no? (She didn’t give up; she kept coming back.) 

• Why did the judge finally give in and give her justice? (He wanted to stop her from bothering him.) 

• What does it mean to be persistent? (To never give up) 

• What was the meaning of the parable? (That God was even more likely to hear us when we bring our 

needs to Him than an unfair judge who would give justice for the widow) 

• Why did Jesus think it was so important that the disciples learn this lesson? (Because they would face 

difficulties and need to be persistent and spiritually strong) 

Discussion Questions 

• Why do you think we should talk to God? 

• What things can keep us from talking with God?
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prayer spinner (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Prayer Spinner Template*, brads (one per child), scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Prayer Spinner Template. Have them color and cut out the pieces. Then 

have them stack the pieces, with the “I can pray when I…” piece on top. Next, have the children push the 

brads through the center of the two pieces and bend back the brad arms. An adult may need to help 

younger children with this. Show the children how to spin the paper to show the different images 

underneath. 

• Remind the children that we learned today that we can talk to God. It doesn’t matter what time of day it 

is, where we are, or what we need to talk to Him about; we can talk to Him and He will hear us. We don’t 

have to bow our heads and say a fancy prayer. We can even have the conversation in our heads, 

without saying a word out loud, and God still hears us. So no matter what we are doing, we can talk to 

God! 

• Review the Memory Verse. Psalm 145:18a, “The Lord is near to all who call on Him.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write why they think it is important to talk 

with God. Also, have them write the different times and ways they can talk to Him this week. 

Activity #2 

• Have the children find a partner and discuss situations when they think it would be helpful to talk with 

God. Have the children discuss things they can do this week to improve their relationships with God. For 

children who are quieter, you can have them draw pictures of a phone and write “I can talk to God!” 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Phrase Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.

small group   |   11




