
 

TRUE  
FRIENDS 

LESSON 7



POWER PHRASE 
True friends honor each other! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Romans 12:10, “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand what honor means. 

• Choose to honor God first. 

• Choose to honor his friends. 

REMINDERS 
Keep in mind that friendships change quickly during the elementary school years. Help the children 

understand that being a friend who honors others is their choice, regardless of how others treat them. 

Encourage them to grow in their love for God and people by the ways they honor and respect others. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Frank Prieto for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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ABRAM AND LOT (BIBLE STORY — GENESIS 13) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” Signs*, Lip Sync Visuals* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes 

Captivate #1 – Lip Sync! 

• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose two boys to be Abram and Lot. Have 

them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 - Cheer! 
• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have them hold 

up the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Introduction 
• There once was a man named Abram. Abram was called God’s friend. Abram was chosen by God to be 

the father of the nation of Israel. Abram had been a worshiper of false gods, but God showed Abram 

who the one true God was, and Abram chose to leave his country to follow God. When Abram left his 

home to go where God told him to go, his nephew Lot went with him. Abram had become very wealthy 

with livestock, silver, and gold. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Genesis 13. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• After Lot went to the Jordan Valley, God spoke to Abram and promised he would possess the whole 

land of Canaan forever. He told Abram to look to the north and the south, the east and the west, and 

that everything he could see would belong to him and his offspring. Then God made an amazing 

promise to Abram. He told him his descendants would be as numerous as the dust on the ground. God 

said, “If someone can count all the dust on the earth, that is how many children you will have.” Abram 

honored Lot, and God chose to honor Abram. True friends honor each other! 

TESTIMONY 
• Share about a time when you showed selfishness and did not honor your friends. Talk about what you 

did when you realized this was wrong. 

• Share about a time when you really wanted something but you gave it to someone else instead.
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CHALLENGE 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In the Bible Story today, Abram showed honor to Lot. Lot was younger than Abram, which meant Abram 

should have had the first choice of where to live. However, that’s not what happened. Abram chose to 

give Lot the first choice of land. In doing this, Abram showed honor to his nephew and friend. God 

blessed Abram for his generosity and the way he honored his nephew. 

Key Points 

What is honor? 

• Honoring someone means that I am showing them respect and lifting them up with my words and 

actions. Honor is a choice. Because people are sinful, we often choose to be selfish. However, God 

wants people to choose to honor each other. 

• Romans 12:10, “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” 

• Honoring someone also means that I choose to treat them better than I treat myself. 

• Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.” 

I can honor my friends! 

• There are many ways to show honor to our friends. Honoring our friends can be done by choosing to let 

them go first instead of always insisting that we go first. We can honor our friends by looking out for 

their needs before we look out for our own. For instance, we can make sure others have a chance to 

eat before we do. We also can honor our friends by choosing to love them at all times, even when 

things are difficult or when they are being unkind to us. 

• 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 

does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful.” 

• Proverbs 17:17, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” 

I can honor God! 

• God deserves to be honored because of who He is and because He loved us so much that He gave 

Jesus to pay the penalty for our sins so that we could receive forgiveness for our sins. 

• Romans 5:8, “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

• One of the main ways we can choose to honor God is by putting Him first in our lives and obeying Him 

as He speaks and guides us through each day. 

• Deuteronomy 6:5, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your might.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Conclusion 

Making the choice to honor people and love them is not always easy. The same is true in making the choice 

to honor God. We need help from God to be able to honor Him and people. True friends honor each other 

even when it’s not easy! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• The greatest way you can honor God is by believing the truth that Jesus died on the cross for your sins 

and asking Him to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life. God sent His Son to die on the cross so 

you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 

6:23a).  

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• How do you honor God and others each day? Do you put others before yourself, or do you try to be first 

no matter the cost? Do you honor God with how you live and serve Him daily?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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BUILD THEM UP (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Building blocks, paper, pencils 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children if they know what the word HONOR means. To honor means to respect and show pride 

for someone. Talk about how important it is to honor our friends by complimenting each other and 

building each other up. Ask the children how they feel when someone says something nice to them. 

Start to build a tower to show how a person is built up by others. 

• Ask the children how they feel when their friends say negative or hurtful things to them. Knock the 

tower over to demonstrate that it tears a person down when someone says negative things to them. 

• Give each of the children a piece of paper and have them write their names on their papers. Then have 

them pass their papers to the person on their right. Encourage them to think of something to write about 

the person whose name is on the paper that will “build them up.” Avoid superficial things such as “I like 

your shirt,” but try to write things about their character or abilities. Keep passing the paper to the right 

until everyone has written on each paper. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Romans 12:10, “Love one another with brotherly affection. 

Outdo one another in showing honor.”
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YOU’RE JOKING (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, List of jokes* 

Supplies 
• Bubbles, writing tools, coloring tools, masking tape 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 
Read some of the jokes to the children. Ask the children if jokes are always funny. Sometimes they are very 

funny! Other times they can be mean and make someone look bad. Some people tell jokes like that so that 

they can make the other person look bad. Explain that it isn’t honoring or kind to make yourself look good at 

the expense of making someone else look bad. God tells us to outdo one another in showing honor. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Romans 12:10, “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Brotherly affection — unconditional love like you have towards family 

Outdo — to go above and beyond 

Honor — respect, build up 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Who do you honor and respect? How has someone honored you? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How have you built someone up or torn them down? How do you treat people with honor and 

respect? How can you outdo someone in showing honor? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team try to say 

the Memory Verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. They should keep saying the verse until 

the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say it. This makes the 

game more exciting and challenging.
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GOD’S PLAN (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Frank 

Prieto* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, ball 

Instruction and Application 

• Frank Prieto attended church as a child because he had to. Once he became an adult, he stopped 

going to church for 10 years. He started working in the oil fields and was involved with drugs and 

alcohol. Frank is grateful God spared his life after some of the poor choices he made during this time. 

• Frank’s coworker invited him to church, and he and his wife decided to go. It was nothing like the 

church he had attended as a child. Frank started to question what made it different and was very 

interested in learning more. 

• Frank later joined a traveling oil crew for work. The years of heavy lifting took a toll on Frank’s body, and 

he ended up needing two back surgeries. He was on disability for a while until the money ran out, and 

they were forced to move in with family until they could get back on their feet. 

• In their new community, Frank and his wife started attending church regularly. Frank made the decision 

to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. That was a turning point in his life as Frank felt 

God calling him to ministry. He didn’t know how or when, but over the next few years God would open 

doors for him to volunteer and serve with youth students.  

• After years of serving, Frank was asked by a local pastor to consider becoming the youth pastor at a 

new church. Frank and his wife prayed about it and felt it was what God wanted them to do. He now 

loves working with the youth. He is outgoing, loud, a great storyteller, and passionate. All of these things 

help him to connect and effectively communicate with the youth. He believes that all of his experiences 

(even wanting to be a professional wrestler) have prepared him for the calling God has on his life. Along 

the way, we may question why some things happen, but Frank has learned to trust God’s will and timing 

for his life. 

• Just like Frank, we have to realize that we are sinners and it is only through Jesus that we can receive 

forgiveness for our sins. We need to surrender our lives to God and trust the plans He has for us. Use 

the “What’s the Problem?”  and “What’s the Solution?” Visuals to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children share what it means that our sin separates us from God. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about how Jesus can forgive our sins. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children pick one of the verses from the Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals and 

write it. Encourage them to take their papers home and memorize the verses. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Thumb Wars with a partner. The winner then says what it means 

that Jesus can be our Substitute.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• What was Abram called? (A friend of God) 

• What did Abram do once he chose to follow God? (Left his country to go where God told him to go) 

• Who went with Abram? (His nephew) 

• What was the name of Abram’s nephew? (Lot) 

• Why were Abram and Lot’s herdsmen fighting? (Because there were not enough resources in the land 

to support all of their livestock) 

• What did Abram suggest they do? (He said that Lot should choose one side of the land and he would go 

to the other side.) 

• How did Abram honor Lot? (He gave him the first choice of land even though Lot was younger.) 

• What did Lot choose? (The Jordan Valley because it looked like the best land) 

• Why did God honor Abram? (Because Abram had honored Lot and let him choose first)  

• What did God say to Abram? (God promised to give Abram’s descendants the land forever and said his 

descendants would be more numerous than the dust of the earth. ) 

• What does honor mean? (To show respect)  

Discussion Questions 
• How can you honor God? Your family? Your friends? 

• How can you show honor even when it is difficult?
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HONOR DOOR HANGER (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Honor Template (one per child)*, decorating supplies, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children an Honor Template to make as a door hanger. Have the children color and 

decorate them however they like. 

• Talk with the children about how they need to honor God and others. Explain how this is something we 

need to do daily with God’s help. Encourage the children to hang their craft somewhere they look 

regularly to remind them each day to honor God and others. 

• Review the Memory Verse. Romans 12:10, “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another 

in showing honor.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to honor their friends. 

Then have them write some ways they can show honor this week to their family and friends. 

Activity #2 

• Have the children act out different situations where they can show honor to others. For children who are 

quieter, you can have them draw pictures of someone that they are going to honor this week. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Spot-the-Difference Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Search Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #4:  The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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