
 

TRUE  
FRIENDS 

LESSON 6



POWER PHRASE 
True friends are loyal to each other! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Proverbs 18:24b, “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand what it means to be loyal. 

• Believe that Jesus was the ultimate Friend when He gave His life to pay the punishment for sins. 

• Choose to be loyal to God and others. 

REMINDERS 
Focus on leading and teaching the children to be the kind of people that God wants them to be – loyal 

friends! Encourage right choices, faithful consistency, and a good vision for the future in their lives. Resist 

focusing on getting the children to like you. Instead, by your good example, help the children love God with 

all their hearts. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Bailey McKittrick for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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ELIJAH AND ELISHA (BIBLE STORY — 1 KINGS 19:19-21; 2 KINGS 2:1-14) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Prop Signs* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Captivate #1 — Prop Signs! 

• Use the Prop Signs to help tell the story. Elijah and Elisha are very easy to mix up. Choose two children 

to hold the different signs, one holding the sign that says Elisha and the other holding the sign that says 

Elijah. While you are talking about each man, point to their sign and have the child hold it up in the air. 

Captivate #2 — Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down! 
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” answer. 

Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs down for “no.” 

Introduction 
• There once was a man named Elijah, who was a prophet. A prophet is someone who speaks God’s 

messages to people. In the time when Elijah lived, the people didn’t have all of God’s Word written 

down, so God would send His words through prophets. God had given Elijah a message to go find a 

young man named Elisha, because he would become a prophet to replace Elijah. 

Story 

• Retell the story from 1 Kings 19:19-21; 2 Kings 2:1-14. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Suddenly, as they were walking and talking with each other, a chariot and horses made of fire appeared 

and separated the two men. It came to take Elijah to Heaven! 

• When Elijah was taken to Heaven, Elisha saw him! Elisha tore his garment in two as a sign of grief. He 

then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He struck the water 

with it, and the water divided to the right and the left. Elisha walked across and received a double 

portion of the power that Elijah had. God honored Elisha for being a loyal friend to Elijah. 

TESTIMONY 
• Share a time when one of your friends were loyal to you. 

• Share about how God is your best Friend. Explain that God the Holy Spirit is always with you, even when 

other friends might leave you.

large group   |   3



CHALLENGE 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Elisha was a loyal friend to Elijah. Although he knew that Elijah would 

be leaving soon, he stayed with him to the end. Elisha had learned so much from Elijah, so when Elijah 

asked him what he wanted before Elijah left, Elisha asked for a double portion of his spirit. Elisha 

admired Elijah and was a loyal friend. We can learn from Elisha how to be a loyal friend! 

Key Points 

I can be a loyal friend! 

• Loyalty means to be devoted to, faithful, committed, and a strong feeling of support. We can honor God 

in how we treat others. We should be loyal to our friends just like God is loyal to us. We can be a loyal 

friend by being there for our friends when they are sad, hurting, in need of help, or want to talk. We 

should listen to our friends and let them know that what they say and feel is important to us.  

• James 1:19, “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

anger.” 

• Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

Being loyal means staying committed! 

• A commitment is like a promise. Elisha promised he would follow Elijah no matter what. Staying 

committed means keeping our promises. 

• Being loyal means staying committed not only when things are going well and it’s easy to do so, but 

also when we are going through hard times and it is difficult to keep our promises. Being loyal means 

not giving up when we don’t feel like keeping our promises anymore. 

• You won’t always feel like loving your friends. Being loyal, however, is about making a choice to love 

your friends, even when you don’t feel like it. 

• Proverbs 18:24b, “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Key Points (Continued) 

Being loyal means standing up for our friends! 

• We should protect our friends by standing up for them when someone is saying things that aren’t true. 

We should protect them by not telling their secrets to people who don’t need to know and by not talking 

bad about them. 

• Sometimes we have to stand up to our friends as well. We may have to help our friends make the right 

choices. We should never make a promise not to tell other people about a wrong choice our friend is 

making.  

• Proverbs 16:28, “A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends.” 

• Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they 

fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him 

up!” 

Conclusion 
We should be loyal to our friends, yet we should never choose our friends over God. Our loyalty should 

always be to God first. When we are loyal to God, He will help us be loyal to others and treat them with love. 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Who are you loyal to? Who is first in your life? God wants to have a relationship with you. He wants to be 

first in your life. You can choose today to ask Him to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life 

(Romans 10:13). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Are you loyal to God? Is He first in your life? Are you also loyal to others as He wants you to be? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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CONNECTED (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Large paperclip (one per child) 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each child a paperclip. Have the first child connect his paperclip with the paperclip of the person 

beside him. Then that person connects it to the person next to him. Continue this until everyone’s 

paperclips are linked together in a chain. Ask the children why the paperclips are connected and not 

coming apart. Just like these paperclips are staying together, today we are going to learn how friends 

need to stick together. Ask the children what they think it means to be loyal and who they think we 

should be loyal to. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Proverbs 18:24b, “There is a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother.”
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CONNECTED (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Paperclip Chain from the Arriving Activity 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 
Remind the children of what they learned from the paperclip activity when they arrived; hold up the 

paperclip chain as you are talking. Ask the children what made the paperclips stick together. Explain that the 

paperclips were connected to each other. Friends can also have a connection and that is loyalty to one 

another. Loyalty can help hold relationships together. When you are loyal to your friends and stick with them 

no matter what, you are a good and true friend. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Proverbs 18:24b, “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Friend —someone who is loyal, companion 

Sticks closer — is loyal, tries their best not to let you down or disappoint you 

Brother — family, relative by blood 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you want to have someone in your life who will never let you down and will always be there for 

you? What does it mean to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Do you think of Jesus as your best friend? How can you be loyal to Jesus? How are you loyal to 

others like Jesus is to you? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Volume Control. Select a child to control the volume of the group saying the Memory Verse. As the 

group quotes the verse, the selected child will lift her hand to raise the volume and lower it to reduce the 

volume. Variation: Use a volume control (invisible) “box.” The significance of the box is that the volume can 

get only as big as the “box.” To make the game interesting, turn the box on its side or upside down.
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MORE THAN A GAME (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Bailey McKittrick* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Bailey McKittrick grew up with a family that loved God and went to church regularly. At a young age 

Bailey made the decision to ask Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. 

• Bailey started playing baseball when she was 4 years old and switched to softball. When she was 7 

years old she started pitching lessons. She dreamed of playing softball in college. She worked hard all 

the way through high school and made her dreams come true! She committed to play softball for the 

University of Central Oklahoma and received numerous scholarships. During her senior year, Bailey 

started having back pains that became unbearable, and nothing seemed to help.  

• At the final State Tournament, Bailey’s back was hurting, but her team needed her so she powered 

through. The pain was so intense but she still pitched in three games. One game was 7 innings and 

about 100 pitches. The second game was 9 innings and about 200 pitches, and the third game was 7 

innings with a little more than 100 pitches. The third game didn’t end the way they hoped, but nobody 

could be prouder of how hard they worked and what they accomplished. 

• Bailey was scheduled for back surgery that summer, July 2018, but the chances of success were only 50 

percent. Not only was her future playing college softball in jeopardy, but also her quality of life. Several 

times she questioned God asking, “Why me?” 

• Bailey quickly realized that she had to trust God with her back and her future. Her faith and trust in God 

have since then been a great example to those around her. Bailey doesn’t hesitate to share how God 

helped her through that difficult time.  

• Bailey started college the fall of 2018. On the softball team, she quickly worked her way up into a 

starting position, and they had one of their best seasons ever. Through prayer and lots of hard work, 

Bailey is stronger than she was before.   

• Just like Bailey, we can know that God loves us and that we can trust Him no matter what we face in our 

lives. We also can use our experiences to share God’s love with others. Use the “Who Is God?” and 

“What to Do Now?” Visuals to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children share a time that they doubted and asked God, “Why me?” 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about how God loves them and is always with them. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children pick one of the verses from the Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals, write 

it down, and explain what it means. 

• Active Team: Have the children play freeze tag. If they are caught moving, have them say what trust is.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Who was Elijah? (A prophet who gave God’s messages to people) 

• What did Elijah do to Elisha while he was working? (He threw his cloak on him, which Elisha knew meant 

that he should follow Elijah.) 

• What happened when Elijah told Elisha to wait while he went to Bethel, Jericho, and Jordan? (Elisha told 

Elijah that he was going to follow him wherever he went, and he did.) 

• What did Elisha tell the sons of the prophets at Bethel, Jericho, and Jordan? (He told them he knew that 

God was going to take Elijah to Heaven, and he told them to be quiet.) 

• What did Elisha ask for from Elijah? (A double portion of the power that Elijah had) 

• What was Elijah’s answer to Elisha? (He would receive a double portion if he saw him when he left.) 

• Did Elisha see Elijah leave? (Yes) 

• Did Elisha receive a double portion of his spirit? (Yes) 

• What did Elisha do with Elijah’s cloak? (He picked it up off the ground.) 

• What happened when Elijah struck the Jordan? (The water parted!) 

• What does it mean to be loyal? (A strong feeling of support and allegiance toward someone or 

something) 

Discussion Questions 
• Why can it be difficult to be loyal? 

• How can you be a loyal friend?
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FRIENDSHIP BRACELETS (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• 20-30 beads per child, two 10-inch pieces of string/yarn per child 

Instruction and Application 

• Ask the children to think of someone who is either a friend or is someone they want to be a friend to. 

Share with them that friendship bracelets can remind them to be a true friend all the time. When friends 

wear the same bracelet, it reminds each of them that their friend is important to them. They can 

remember that a friend is loyal every time they look at their wrists. Instruct the children to pick out some 

beads, tie a knot on one end of the string, and put the beads on the other end one at a time. When they 

finish adding the beads, instruct them to tie a small knot. Once they finish making their bracelets, they 

can make an identical bracelet to give to a friend. Tell them that they can share the bracelets with their 

friends to serve as reminders to be loyal to each other. 

• Review the Memory Verse. Proverbs 18:24b, “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to be loyal. Then have 

them write some ways they can show loyalty this week. 

Activity #2 

• Have the children act out different situations that show loyalty to others. For children who are quieter, 

you can have them draw picture of someone who is a loyal friend. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page** 

• Additional Activity #2: Crossword Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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