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FRIENDS 

LESSON 2



POWER PHRASE 
Jesus shows me how to be a true friend! 

MEMORY VERSE 
John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.  

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Hear what it means to be a friend. 

• Realize there is no friend more true or faithful than Jesus. 

• Choose to be a friend to others. 

REMINDERS 
It is important to remember that children learn from those around them. We must recognize that some of the 

role models children have for friendships and relationships may not be very positive. They may have had 

people in their lives who have let them down or hurt them. The best role model they can have in life is Jesus. 

Through His life example in the Bible, He can teach them how to be a friend. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Charlie Slaughter for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS CALLS HIS FIRST DISCIPLES (BIBLE STORY — MATTHEW 4:12-20; LUKE 5:1-11) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone 

Captivate #1 - News Flash! 

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

a microphone, play microphone, or hairbrush to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer 

wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the 

volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Captivate #2 — Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down! 
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes" or “no” answer. 

Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs down for “no.” 

Introduction 
• When Jesus heard that His cousin John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee. He left Nazareth 

and went and lived in Capernaum by the sea so that the prophecy of Isaiah the prophet might be 

fulfilled. From that time, Jesus began to preach. He would say, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 

hand.” 

Story 
• Retell the story from Matthew 4:12-20; Luke 5:1-11). 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• That day, Simon Peter and his brother Andrew left everything they had and their families to follow Jesus. 

They were the first of 12 disciples that would follow Jesus. Like so many others, they believed in Jesus 

and were willing to give up everything and follow Him. They believed in Jesus and the message He was 

sharing with everyone. They would spend time with Jesus and learn from Him. It changed their lives; 

and even after Jesus left them, they would continue to share the Gospel so others could know Him as 

well. Jesus showed them what true friendship really is! 

TESTIMONY 
• Share about when you realized you were a sinner and asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life. 

• Share things that you do to spend time with Jesus and how those things help you know Him better. 
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CHALLENGE 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned that Jesus surrounded Himself with friends who believed the truth He 

shared from the Bible and the miracles He performed that confirmed He was God the Son. He called 

them to be His disciples so He could teach them, asking them to join Him in His mission to share the 

Gospel with others. Like Jesus, we should surround ourselves with people who believe as we do, but it 

is very important to remember that what we believe must match what the Bible says. We are stronger 

and can accomplish more if we surround ourselves with friends who believe what the Bible says. They 

can encourage us and hold us accountable for our choices, and we can do the same for them. Jesus 

shows me how to be a true friend! 

Key Points 

I can love others like Jesus did! 

• Jesus wants us to show love, forgiveness, and compassion to others just as He does. Jesus says that 

whatever we do for others– being kind, sharing what we have, etc. – is like doing it for Him. 

• John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

• Matthew 25:40, “And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers, you did it to me.’” 

I can put others first! 

• It is easy to think of ourselves first, instead of others. But this is not how Jesus treated people. Jesus 

always thought of others first. He didn’t worry about getting ahead. He wasn’t jealous or arrogant. He 

encouraged those around Him and taught them how to do what was right. 

• Philippians 2:3, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves.” 

I can tell others about Jesus! 

• Jesus’ purpose, while He was on earth, was to tell people about God’s love for them. The most 

important thing we can do for others is to tell them about Jesus. 

• The Bible teaches us that we have a responsibility to share the love of God with others. 

• Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Conclusion 

Jesus is the greatest example of how to be a true friend. He always put others ahead of Himself and treated 

them with love and compassion. Our goal should always be to be like Jesus. Jesus shows us how to be a 

true friend! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you have a friend who is always there for you and will never let you down? Jesus wants to be that 

kind of friend to you (Proverbs 18:24b). He wants to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life. He will 

always be there for you and help you in every circumstance. 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• What kind of friend are you? Do others see Jesus when they see you (Philippians 2:5-11)? Do you treat 

others with love, respect, and forgiveness? Do you think of others before yourself? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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TEAMWORK (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• A container with items such as crayons, markers, or Legos 

Instruction and Application 
• As the children arrive, dump the container of items onto the floor or table. Choose one child to pick up 

the items while you time how long it takes. Repeat. Then have the whole group pick up the items while 

you time them. Discuss how working together made it easier to get the task done. Today we are going 

to discuss how Jesus chose His disciples to work with Him and how He trained them so they could learn 

how to be true friends to people and tell them about God’s love. Jesus can show us how to be a true 

friend! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you.”
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GOLDEN RULE (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Golden Rule Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, a paper, writing tools 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 
Ask the children if they know what the “golden rule” is. It is the principle of treating others the way you 

would want to be treated. Ask the children why they think this rule is important. Have the children give 

examples of ways they would want to be treated or not treated. Jesus doesn’t just suggest operating by the 

golden rule – He commands it. We are to treat others as He has treated us. Jesus has always treated 

everyone with love, compassion, and forgiveness. He is the perfect example of how to treat others. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Commandment —  a divine rule given by God that we must obey 

Love — caring for the needs of others in a way that is unconditional, sacrificial, and forgiving 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

What does it mean to ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life? Have you accepted Jesus’ love and 

forgiveness?  

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How has Jesus treated you? How can you treat others with the same love and compassion as Jesus 

has treated you? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play March-a-Verse (Jog-a-Verse/Skip-a-Verse). Chant the verse as the group marches around the room or 

Small Group area. Say a word or phrase with each step you take. If you are in a small space, you can have 

the children pat their hands on their legs instead of marching.
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HEAVENLY FATHER (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Charlie 

Slaughter* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, ball 

Instruction and Application 

• Charlie Slaughter grew up in West Virginia. His family was very poor and lived in a shack with no 

electricity, running water, or plumbing. His father was a coal miner and pastor of a church. Sadly, his 

father was a very angry and abusive man. He preached and acted one way at church and then came 

home and abused his wife and children. This was very difficult and confusing for Charlie. It was hard for 

him to grasp who God was. 

• When Charlie was 9 years old, his father left. Charlie became the man of the house and had to go to 

work so they could survive. A local pastor helped him buy a lawnmower, and he would cut grass to earn 

money for food and to pay the bills. His dad had left them with a big debt to pay off. Charlie’s mom also 

suffered from depression and anxiety. 

• Eventually, they moved out of the hills into a nearby town. Charlie rarely went to school and was failing 

because he had to work. He couldn’t read or write. 

• Charlie’s mom died when he was 14 years old. No one in his family was willing to take Charlie and his 

sister in, so they became wards of the state. That was the last time Charlie saw his sister. 

• When Charlie turned 18, he decided to move to the West Coast. He was a very creative and talented 

man. Over the years he started 13 different successful businesses and he became a millionaire. But 

wealth did not make him happy. He realized there had to be something more. He gave away everything 

he had and started to seek after God. He went to a cabin in Texas and spent 40 days there. During that 

time, God made Himself real to Charlie and he asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life.  

• Charlie and his wife committed their lives to serving God and have traveled all over the country telling 

children about Jesus. God sees and provides for all of their needs before they even ask. 

• Just like Charlie, we can know that God is our Heavenly Father and loves us very much. We too can 

have a relationship and live our lives serving Him. Use the “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” 

Visuals to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children share if they have ever questioned why God allowed bad things to 

happen in their lives. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about who God is and how much He loves them. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children pick one of the verses from the Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals, write 

it down, and explain what it means. 

• Active Team: Have the children sit in a circle and toss a ball as they spell LOVE. The child to say the 

letter E should share a way God shows His love for her.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• What was Jesus saying when He preached? (“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”) 

• Where was Jesus teaching? (The Sea of Galilee) 

• Why were the people pushing Jesus? (There were too many people on the shore.) 

• Why did Jesus get into a boat? (So He could continue preaching to the people) 

• What did Jesus tell Simon Peter to do? (Put his nets down on the other side of the boat) 

• What happened when Jesus had Simon Peter put his nets down? (Simon caught so many fish that his 

boat began to sink.) 

• What did Simon Peter do? (He called over another boat to help him bring in the fish.) 

• Why did Jesus perform this miracle? (So Simon Peter and Andrew could see who He was and what He 

could do) 

• Why was Simon afraid? (He was amazed by Jesus and didn’t feel worthy to be near Him.) 

• What did Jesus mean when He said Simon Peter would be a “fisher of men”? (He would tell people 

about Jesus) 

Discussion Questions 

• Why did Jesus have disciples with Him? 

• Why is it good to have friends that have the same values as you?
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PRAYER JOURNAL (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• 10 decorative or construction quarter-sheets of paper per child, writing utensils, coloring utensils, hole 

punch, and a 10-inch string per child 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children 10 pieces of paper and explain that they will be making a Prayer Journal. 

Instruct them to punch two holes close to the edge of one of the sides of the stack of paper. The holes 

should be about three inches apart. Next, they can write their names on the cover and decorate it. To 

attach the papers like a book, instruct the children to put the string through one hole and then through 

the other. Both ends of the string should be on the side with the front cover. Then the children should tie 

the ends together to make a bow.  

• Ask the children for ways they can be faithful to their friends. Tell them that like Simon Peter in the story, 

they can be disciples, or followers, of Jesus. They also can be “fishers of men” by telling their friends 

about Jesus and praying that they would realize that God loves them and wants to have a relationship 

with them. Tell the children that they can use their Prayer Journals to write the names of people who 

don’t know about Jesus so they can remember to pray for them. 

• Review the Memory Verse. John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.” 

10   |   small group



WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write the characteristics Jesus had that 

made Him a true friend. Also, have them write what they can do this week to be more like Jesus. 

Activity #2 

• Have the children act out situations where they can be a true friend to someone else. Encourage them 

to also think of situations where someone may not be kind to them but how they could respond in a 

positive way. For children who are quieter, you can have them draw a picture of themselves and their 

best friend. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden ObjectActivity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Maze Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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