


Power Phrase 
I can defend myself from evil! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:17b, “And the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn what evil is! 
• Understand that God gives His Word as a weapon to defend her from the devil’s attacks! 
• Choose to use the Word of God to defend herself from the attacks of the devil! 

Reminders 
In battle, the sword is both an offensive and defensive weapon used by soldiers. Swords were used not only 

to protect someone from harm and the attacks of the enemy, but also to overcome or kill the enemy. God 

refers to His Word as a double-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). When Jesus was attacked by the devil in the 

wilderness, God’s Word was essential to disarm the lies of the devil (Matthew 4:10). 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Joanna Small for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Solomon Reveals the Evil Plot (Bible Story — 1 Kings 3:16–28) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible character costumes, slingshot, crown, baby doll 

Captivate #1 — Cheer! 
• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have them hold up 

the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Captivate #2 – Props! 
• Use different items to help you tell the story. For this story, you could have a baby doll that you hold. Have 

the children imagine that this is a real child that the mothers are fighting over. 

Introduction 

• King David loved and followed God. During his rule, Israel grew to be 10 times larger than King Saul's 

kingdom. But as David got older, he knew he would not rule much longer. Before he died, he talked to his 

son Solomon about obeying God and being a good king. "Walk in God's ways, that you may prosper in all 

that you do," David told his son. That was good advice! Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father 

David, and his kingdom was firmly established. 

Story 
• Retell the story from 1 Kings 3:16-28. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• All Israel heard of the judgment of King Solomon, and they greatly respected him. They saw that the 

wisdom of God was in him. He was able to reveal one woman’s evil plot and see the heart of the true 

mother who would rather give up her child than see him die. God can give us wisdom through His Word 

to defend ourselves from the lies and the evil attacks of the devil! 

Testimony 
• Share how you make studying the Word of God a priority in your life. 

• Share a time you have defended yourself with the Word of God from the attacks of the devil.
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Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how God gave Solomon incredible wisdom so he could uncover the evil 

plot of one woman. Can you imagine being Solomon and having to decide what to do with these two 

mothers fighting over a baby? How would you know who the real mother was? Although Solomon’s plan 

seemed outrageous, Solomon knew that the real mother would rather give up her child than allow him to 

die. We will never have to make a decision like Solomon did, but we will have opportunities where we will 

need to use wisdom to discern what is evil. 

Key Points 

What is evil? 

• We know that all evil comes from the devil. Evil is any action, thought, or attitude that is contrary to the 

character or will of God. The Bible tells us that the devil is a liar and there is no truth in him.  

• John 8:44, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 

truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

God gives wisdom through His Word! 

• Wisdom comes from God (Proverbs 2:6-8). He will help us discern what is true and right through His 

Word. When we know God’s Word, we can defend ourselves from the lies of the devil. 

• Ephesians 5:15-17, “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of 

the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is.” 

• Once God gives us wisdom through His Word, we should no longer be afraid but should boldly and 

confidently defend ourselves from the attacks of the devil. 

• James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him.” 

I can defend myself from the attacks of the devil! 

• While Jesus lived on earth, He was tempted and attacked by the devil (Matthew 4). In the same way, we 

can be certain the devil is going to attack us.  

• John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

• God loves His children unconditionally, and even though He allows the devil to attack us, He has given us 

weapons so we can be spiritually prepared to defend ourselves from the evil attacks. 

• Ephesians 6:17b, “And the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 

• Hebrews 4:12, “For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 

the division of soul and of spirit, of joint and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart.”
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Challenge (Continued) 
Conclusion 

Through the Bible, God’s Word, we are able to discern between what is good and evil. Then, with the help of 

God the Holy Spirit, we are able to defend ourselves from the attacks of the devil. Will you live boldly for 

God and defend yourself from evil? 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Did you know that God wants to have a relationship with you? Did you know that the only way you can 

receive forgiveness for your sins is through believing in Jesus?  

• God sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins (2 Corinthians 

5:21). The Bible says that if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we will be saved (Acts 16:31)! 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Have you ever felt like you’re fighting a battle in your mind? Have you ever felt like you know what is true 

and right, but something inside of you wants to give in to what is evil? When we face these thoughts, we 

must remember that we can defend ourselves from the attacks of the devil. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Swords Up (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of an inflatable jousting game* 

Supplies 

• Armor of God Template*, writing tools, scissors 

Instruction and Application 
• Cut out the necessary Armor of God Template piece(s). 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.   

• Show the picture of the inflatable jousting game. Ask the children if they have ever played a similar game, 

where each person stands on a platform and has a joust (foam-covered paddle) in her hand. The goal is 

to knock the other person off the platform without getting hit and falling off yourself. The last person 

standing is the winner. 

• Today we are learning about the sword of the Spirit. Sadly, life isn’t always fun like the jousting game 

because we have a real enemy, the devil. But we also aren’t fighting with regular weapons. We have 

something better. God has given us the Bible, His Word, to help us defend ourselves against evil! 

• Show the children the Armor of God Template person and the sword of the Spirit piece. Review the 

previous armor pieces that were put on and what their purposes are (reference the text written out with 

the template for further explanation on the spiritual truths each piece of armor represents).  

• Have one of the children put the sword of the Spirit on the person. Tell them that through God’s Word we 

can defend ourselves from the evil attacks of the devil. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:17b, “And the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

Word of God.”
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Sticks and Stones (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of sticks and stones* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever heard the saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will 

never hurt me.” Ask them if they believe that is true. It isn’t. Words can be very hurtful. Words can also be 

very good and powerful. They can instruct us and teach us to think. The most powerful words ever given to 

us are in the Bible, God’s Word. There is no weapon stronger!  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:17b, “And the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

And — also take up 

Sword of the Spirit— God’s Word, our weapon to use against the enemy 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

How can you know that the Bible is true? Do you believe that the devil is real? Why or why not?  

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Why do you think the devil attacks people? How can we use the Word of God to fight our enemy, the 

devil?  

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Erase a Word. Write the Memory Verse on a board. Erase one word at a time while letting the children 

guess the missing word.
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Made by God (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Joanna Small* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools, mirror 

Instruction and Application 

• Joanna Small was born three months premature at 1 lb. 12 oz. She was not supposed to live, and her 

parents were called numerous times saying she wouldn’t make it through the night. But God was with her 

and protected her. 

• Joanna also was born with only six fingers total. She has only one finger on one of her hands, which she 

named her “Lucky Fin.” Although Joanna may look different on the outside, God made her the way she is. 

Joanna’s parents encouraged her to not hide her hand but to be proud of it. She doesn’t mind people 

asking her questions about her little hand. But she doesn’t want people to treat her differently because of 

it. It doesn’t change who she is.  

• Joanna’s “Lucky Fin” has not kept her from doing things. She has just had to adapt to how she does some 

of them. Joanna also is only 4 feet 8 inches tall, but her size has not hindered her either. She plays guitar 

and piano. She is a nurse. She can do anything. She just does things a little differently.  

• Joanna was raised in a home that taught her about Jesus and the love He has for her and others. Joanna 

was 7 years old when she asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. Over the years 

Joanna has grown in her relationship with God and committed to love and serve Him in all that she does.  

• Joanna uses every opportunity she can to encourage others to realize that everyone is special and loved 

by God even if something may be different about them.  

• Just like Joanna, we can know that God made us special just the way we are and loves us very much. 

Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

• We also can grow to know and love God more by going to church and reading our Bible. Use the “What 

to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss insecurities they might have and how they can see themselves 

through God’s eyes. 

• Younger Team: Have the children look in the mirror and say “God made me” and “God loves me.” 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the words Made by God in the center of their papers and around it 

write words that describe how God made them special. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Thumb Wars. The winner says something that describes God.
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Who was Solomon? (The king) 

• What did Solomon ask God for? (Wisdom) 

• Why did two mothers come to Solomon? (They were fighting over a baby.) 

• What happened to the other baby? (It had died.) 

• What did Solomon ask for? (A sword) 

• What did Solomon say he was going to do with the sword? (Cut the baby in half) 

• What did the first mother say? (To spare the baby and give it to the other mother) 

• What did the second mother say? (It was fine to cut the baby in two.) 

• Who did Solomon give the baby to? (The first mother) 

• How did he know she was the real mother? (She wanted her son to live.) 

• How can we also have wisdom? (By praying and asking God for it and reading the Bible) 

Discussion Questions 

• What evidence of evil do you see in the world? 

• What should we do if we are unsure of what the truth is?
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Sword of the Spirit (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Sword of the Spirit Template*, pieces of foil (optional), large craft sticks (four per child), scissors, glue, 

coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Sword of the Spirit Template. Have them color the sword and cut it out. They 

may also use the pieces of foil to decorate their sword if they would like. Then have them glue the craft 

sticks together to create a handle as shown in the craft sample. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that it is important to use the Word of God to defend ourselves 

from evil! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:17b, “And the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

Word of God.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to them to defend 

themselves from evil with the Word of God. Ask the children why they think it is so important to read their 

Bible and know what it says? What can they learn in the Bible? How often should they read the Bible?  

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about the sword of 

the Spirit. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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