


Power Phrase 
I must remember my salvation! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:17a, “And take the helmet of salvation.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn what salvation is! 
• Understand that it is only through Jesus Christ that he can receive the gift of salvation! 
• Choose to consistently remember his salvation and live to stand out as a follower of Jesus! 

Reminders 
Roman soldiers wore extremely heavy helmets to protect their heads when fighting enemies. The helmets 

also were covered with beautiful etchings and with brightly-colored feathers or horse hair on top. These 

made the soldiers very noticeable. In the same way, God views our salvation as the most beautiful, intricate, 

and elaborate gift we could ever receive. Followers of Jesus are meant to stand out. 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Leah Sunderwood for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Peter Shares the Gospel with Cornelius (Bible Story —Acts 10) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers 

Captivate #1 – Picture It! 
• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible Story as you tell it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or 

specific actions for parts of the story. 

Captivate #2 – Lip Sync! 
• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose two boys to be Peter and Cornelius. 

Have them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Introduction 

• Cornelius lived in Caesarea and was a centurion (captain of 100 men) of the Italian Regiment in the 

military. He was faithful and feared God. He prayed often and gladly gave gifts to the poor. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Acts 10. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• When the people at Cornelius’ house heard what Peter said about who Jesus was, they responded to the 

Holy Spirit and believed in Jesus! Peter then told them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Peter 

remembered his gift of salvation and shared it with those around him so they too could be saved! 

Testimony 
• Share how you asked Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life. 

• Share why it is important to your relationship with God to remember your salvation daily.
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Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how Peter and Cornelius normally would not have associated with each 

other. It was not lawful for a Jewish man to go into the house of someone who was not a Jew. But Peter 

let Cornelius and his friends know that God’s love was meant for all people groups. Peter was able to 

share the Gospel with Cornelius and his friends. They heard what he said about Jesus, and they believed 

and were saved! 

Key Points 

Salvation is a free gift from God! 

• There is nothing we can do to earn salvation! It is a free gift that is given only by God. 

• Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

We remember our salvation! 

• When we remember our salvation, our minds are protected from attacks by the devil and freed to think 

the way God wants us to think. By remembering our gift of salvation, we declare to the devil that we have 

been saved and no one—not even the devil—can take that away from us. 

• Ephesians 6:17a, “And take the helmet of salvation.” 

• John 10:28, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My 

hand.” 

We share our salvation testimony with others! 

• Once we have been saved, it should transform our lives so people notice that we love and follow Jesus in 

all we do.  

• Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 

by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

• We shouldn’t serve God out of duty but because we love Him. One way we can serve God is by loving 

and serving people. God says that people will know we are followers of Jesus when we love each other 

(John 13:35). Every person in the world desperately needs to know who Jesus is because He is the only 

One Who can save us from our sins. 

• Romans 10:14b, “And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard?” 

• 1 Samuel 12:24, “Only fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great 

things He has done for you.” 

4   |   LARGE GROUP



Challenge (Continued) 
Conclusion 

Every day we can remember our salvation—that God has forgiven us for all our sins—that the devil has no 

power over our lives, and that we can grow in our relationship with God. This is something amazing to 

remember and think about! Remembering what God has done for us will help us live a life of thankfulness 

and will make us stand out as followers of Jesus. 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you know that the greatest gift you can ever receive is forgiveness for your sins? Have you made the 

choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sin and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Jesus paid the price for our sins; He became our 

Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Is there anyone that you know that does not believe in Jesus? How can you tell that person about Jesus? 

How can you live your life more boldly to declare that you are a follower of Jesus? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Headgear (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of different types of helmets* 

Supplies 

• Armor of God Template*, writing tools, scissors 

Instruction and Application 
• Cut out the necessary Armor of God Template piece(s). 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.  

• Show the children the picture of the different types of helmets. Ask them what they are and where and 

why they might use each type. A motorcycle helmet would be worn when riding a motorcycle. A sports 

helmet would be worn to protect our heads while playing games. A fireman would wear a helmet when 

entering a building that is on fire to protect his head from falling debris and flames. A Roman soldier 

would wear a helmet for protection from spears, axes, and other weapons. 

• Today we are learning about the helmet of salvation. Just like these other helmets provide protection, 

remembering our salvation protects our minds from the lies of the devil. 

• Show the children the Armor of God Template person and the helmet of salvation piece. Review the 

previous armor pieces that were put on and what their purposes are (reference the text written out with 

the template for further explanation on the spiritual truths each piece of armor represents).  

• Have one of the children put the helmet of salvation on the person. Tell the children that we must 

remember our salvation. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:17a, “And take the helmet of salvation.”
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Reminder (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a human brain* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they knew that the brain is the most complex organ in the human body. The brain 

produces our every feeling, thought, and action, while storing our memories and experiences. We have 

incredible minds, and we need to protect our thoughts. The most important thing we need to remember is 

our salvation and what Jesus did for us on the cross. When the enemy brings lies to our mind, the truth of 

our salvation will sustain us through those lies.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:17a, “And take the helmet of salvation.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Take — remember, hold to, put on 

Salvation — receiving forgiveness from God for our sins 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

What are your most important thoughts? What does salvation mean to you? What might keep you 

from asking God for salvation? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you remember your salvation? How do you remember all Jesus has done for you, and how 

you can live for Him daily? How can other people see and know that you live for Jesus?  

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team try to say 

the Memory Verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. They should keep saying the verse until 

the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say it. This makes the 

game more exciting and challenging.
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New Life (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Leah 

Sunderwood* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Leah Sunderwood was adopted as a newborn. Her father didn’t want children but gave in to her mother 

and said they could adopt. Leah’s father had very little to do with her. Leah’s mother was angry and 

physically abusive to her. Leah grew up believing she was fat, ugly, stupid, and useless because this is 

what she was told over and over again while growing up.  

• Leah’s parents didn’t go to church, but they would let her go. There she began to learn who God was. 

When she was alone or scared, she would sit in her closet and talk with God.  

• When Leah was in 8th grade, a neighbor brought her to a church service where she filled out an 

information card and received a booklet to help her understand how she could accept Jesus as the Lord 

of her life. But when she got home, she threw away the booklet. 

• When the youth pastor received her information card, he called and invited her back to church. For a 

year, he would call, and she would tell him no. Leah finally decided to go so he would stop calling. 

• When she went, she enjoyed youth group and kept going back. It was there that she began to 

understand who God was and asked Him to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. For a long time, 

she struggled with doubt about her salvation because she didn’t believe she was good enough to 

deserve it. She didn’t realize that salvation was a gift that God offered with no requirements she had to 

meet first. God loved her and wanted her to love Him. His love was unconditional. 

• Leah slowly began to see herself through God’s eyes. She began to realize that as a child of God, she 

was loved and beautiful, and there was nothing she could do that would make God stop loving her.  

• Leah realizes that she wouldn’t know God today if someone hadn’t invited her to church and told her 

about God. Leah now loves to tell others about God and help them realize that God loves them and wants 

to have a relationship with them. 

• Just like Leah, we need to realize that God created us and made us just the way we are. He loves us very 

much. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

• We also need to make the choice to ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Use the 

“What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how much God loves them and has made them special. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what makes them special. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write God’s image on their papers. Around the words, have them write 

ways they are made in God’s image. 

• Active Team: Have the children write new on their papers and share ways they can be made new.
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• What was Cornelius? (A centurion) 

• At what time did an angel appear to Cornelius? (Three o’clock in the afternoon) 

• What did the angel say? (God heard his prayers and that he should send for Simon Peter.) 

• Where was Simon Peter? (In Joppa) 

• Where did Peter go to pray? (The rooftop) 

• What happened to Peter? (He was very hungry and had a vision.) 

• What did Peter see? (The heavens open up and something like a huge sheet come to earth with all kinds 

of animals, reptiles, and birds on it) 

• How many times did Peter see the vision? (Three times) 

• What did God send Peter to do? (Teach Cornelius and his friends and family about God’s love) 

• What happened when Peter taught them? (They believed in Jesus.) 

Discussion Questions 

• What would you do if you felt like God wanted you to talk to someone about Jesus? 

• How has God used other people to teach you about His love?
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Helmet of Salvation (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Helmet of Salvation Template*, pieces of foil (optional), scissors, glue, coloring tools, hole puncher, string 

(two 8-inch pieces per child) 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Helmet of Salvation Template. Have them color the helmet and cut it out. They 

may also use the pieces of foil to decorate their helmet if they would like. Then have them hole punch the 

template on both sides and attach strings to both holes. Next, the children can secure the helmet to their 

heads by tying the two strings together in the back, as shown in the craft sample. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that it is important to remember our salvation and to live our 

lives to stand out as followers of Jesus! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:17a, “And take the helmet of salvation.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to them to remember 

their salvation and to live lives that honor God. Ask the children for examples of situations or times they 

might be tempted to believe they are not saved.  

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about the helmet of 

salvation. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Object Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Scramble Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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