


Power Phrase 
My faith protects me! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:16a, “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn what faith is! 
• Understand how faith can protect her! 
• Choose to place her faith in Jesus for salvation! 

Reminders 
The shields the Roman soldiers used were not small shields but big shields that protected their whole 

bodies from harm. Likewise, our faith by which we are saved through the righteousness of God in Christ 

shields us from the attacks of the devil. Some may call such faith foolish; but to us who are being saved, it is 

the power of God! 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Cody Bates for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Paul’s Faith Through the Shipwreck (Bible Story —Acts 27) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone 

Captivate #1 – News Flash! 
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer a 

microphone, play microphone, or hairbrush to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer 

wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the 

volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Captivate #2 – Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down! 

• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a yes or no answer. Ask 

them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for yes and their thumbs down for no. 

Introduction 

• After Saul’s experience on the Road to Damascus, he became a follower of Jesus and his name was 

changed to Paul. God called Paul to share the Gospel with those who didn’t know, especially to the 

people of Asia Minor. On one of his journeys, Paul and his friends had to take a smaller ship because it 

was the time of year that the big ships that sailed directly to Rome had already left port. They planned to 

sail along the coast for the first part of the trip and then to change to a bigger ship for the rest of their 

journey. Luke, who later wrote the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts in the Bible, was on the ship with 

Paul. 

Story 

• Retell the story from Acts 27. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Everyone from the ship made it to the shore alive just like God said they would! Even those who couldn’t 

swim made it to shore by holding onto floating remnants from the ship. They were tired and bruised but 

alive. God had protected them just like Paul said He would. We can have faith that God will protect us too! 

Testimony 
• Share a time that you struggled with having faith and trusting what God had told you. 

• Share a time your faith in God was able to fight the lies from the devil.
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Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how Paul’s faith was strong for himself and for others as they experienced a 

horrible shipwreck. Paul held onto God’s promise that he would make it to Rome. He didn’t give up hope, 

and after 14 days they saw land! We will face hard times in our lives that will challenge our faith. Our faith 

can protect us just like it did for Paul! 

Key Points 

What is faith and why is it important? 

• To have faith in God is to believe that He can and will do all that He has promised. Faithfulness is holding 

to that belief even in the face of danger or difficult circumstances (Ephesians 6:16). 

• Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  

• In order to be saved and have a relationship with God, we must have faith that God is real and that the 

Gospel is true—that God sent Jesus to be our Substitute to take our punishment on the cross so that we 

could receive forgiveness for our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.” 

All we need is faith the size of a mustard seed! 

• We don’t have to have a giant faith. God tells us that all we need is faith as small as a tiny mustard seed. 

• Matthew 17:20b, “‘For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

Faith protects us from the lies of the devil! 

• The devil will try to attack us. He will make us think that we aren’t really saved, that God doesn’t love us, 

or that the Bible is not really true. We can have faith in the truth that God is greater than our enemy and in 

the end, He will defeat the devil. We have nothing to fear.  

• 1 John 4:4, “Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for He Who is in you is greater 

than he who is in the world.” 
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Challenge (Continued) 
Conclusion 

In our lives we will sometimes experience hard things, and the devil will attack us. But when we place our 

faith in God, He promises that we can withstand and overcome the attacks of the devil. Our faith in God can 

protect our minds from the lies of the devil! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you ever feel scared and alone? God loves you and wants to protect you. When you place your faith in 

Him and ask Him to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life, He will empower you to fight against 

your enemy, the devil. 

• God sent His Son to die on the cross and pay the price for your sins so you could receive forgiveness for 

your sins. We have all sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Is there anything you’ve been struggling with in your mind that you think might be an attack from the 

devil? Do you know how to remind yourself of the truth from God’s Word so you can fight against the lies 

of the devil?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Shield Up (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of different types of shields* 

Supplies 

• Armor of God Template*, writing tools, scissors 

Instruction and Application 
• Cut out the necessary Armor of God Template piece(s). 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.  

• Show the picture of the different types of shields. Ask the children what they are and where each type 

might be used. We have windshields on our cars so that bugs, rocks, and other things don’t hit us while 

we are driving. We wear sunglasses to shield our eyes from the sun. A welding helmet is worn to protect 

a welder’s eyes and face from being burned. A soldier may use a shield while in battle. Ask the children 

about any other types of shields they can think of. 

• Today we are learning about the shield of faith. Just like these other shields, our faith can protect us from 

the lies the devil may bring to our minds. 

• Show the children the Armor of God Template person and the shield of faith piece. Review the previous 

armor pieces that were put on and what their purposes are (reference the text written out with the 

template for further explanation on the spiritual truths each piece of armor represents).  

• Have one of the children put the shield of faith on the person. Tell the children that our faith in God can 

protect us from the lies the devil may bring against us. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:16a, “In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith.”
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Faith (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of wind blowing through trees* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever seen the wind. We can’t actually see wind, but we can see the influence 

and impact of wind on what is around it. We can see the effect of wind on a tree when its branches sway 

back and forth. Leaves may even fly off the tree. Just like wind, we cannot see God, but we can see that He 

is real by the impact of what He does on the things around us. Faith is knowing that God is real and what He 

says is true.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:16a, “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

All circumstances — every experience, all situations 

Take up — engage, pursue, pick up 

Faith — knowing what God says is true, belief  

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you have faith? Where can you find faith? Have you ever considered placing your faith in Jesus 

for salvation? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What does it mean to have faith? How can your faith strengthen and protect you? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Volume Control. Select a child to control the volume of the group saying the Memory Verse. As the 

group quotes the verse, the child raises her hand to raise the volume and lowers it to lower the volume. 

Variation: Use a volume control (invisible) “box.” The advantage of using a box is that the volume can get 

only as big as the box. To make the game interesting, turn the box on its side or upside down.
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First Place (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Cody 

Bates* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools, small object 

Instruction and Application 

• Cody Bates grew up in Canada, where he had many father figures come in and out of his life in unhealthy 

ways when he was a boy. Cody tried drugs for the first time when he was 12 years old. The drugs masked 

a void in Cody’s life, and he was hooked. He started getting in trouble with the law and was in and out of 

jail by age 15. Cody also joined a gang. 

• In 2006, Cody was looking at 25 years in prison for first-degree murder, for taking the life of a rival gang 

member. Cody felt like he was dying inside. He was so empty but didn’t know who or what could fill that 

void. 

• Sadly, when Cody got out of prison, he fell back into making bad choices by breaking the law and using 

drugs. He eventually got so messed up that he couldn’t sleep and wouldn’t leave his house. All he 

wanted was drugs, even though he nearly died from a heart attack numerous times from them. They were 

taking a toll on his body. His vital organs were beginning to shut down.  

• Cody was at a breaking point and feeling so low that he decided to end his life. But God met him in his 

hopelessness. Cody felt God’s peace with him. He felt the shame and guilt fall off his shoulders. Cody 

cried out to God to forgive him and be the Lord of his life! 

• All desire for drugs left Cody, but he still endured the torture of withdrawal. During that time, Cody went 

to his uncle’s church, and the pastor gave him a Bible. Cody began to read the Bible, and God began to 

make Himself known to Cody as he grew in his faith in God. 

• Cody went on to be baptized and go to Bible college. God has allowed Cody to reach out to people who 

are where he was and help them find hope and healing in Jesus. 

• Just like Cody, we need to make the choice to ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. 

There is no hope without Him. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review. 

• We also have an opportunity every day to give hope to others by telling them about Jesus. If we don’t tell 

them, who will? Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss things they allow to be first in their lives other than God. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about how they can put God first in everything they do. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a giant block-letter style #1 on a piece of paper. Have them write 

inside of it the things that are number one in their lives. Outside of the #1 have them write distractions 

they may face. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Hot Potato and spell the word first as they pass the object. The last 

person will share how she makes sure to put God first in her life.
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Where were Paul and his friends sailing? (Rome) 

• Why was Paul allowed to leave the ship in Sidon? (To visit friends) 

• Why did the ship stay close to shore? (Because of the strong winds) 

• How many people were on the ship sailing to Rome? (276) 

• Who else was on the ship? (Julius and the prisoners) 

• What problems happened almost immediately? (Strong headwinds) 

• What island did they stop on when the sea became rough? (Cauda) 

• How did they keep the boat together? (With ropes) 

• What did Paul remember? (God told him he would get to Rome.) 

• After how many days did they see land? (14) 

• Did anyone die? (No) 

Discussion Questions 

• How can your faith protect you from the lies of the devil? 

• Do you think it is easy or difficult to trust God? Why?
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Shield of Faith (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Shield of Faith Template*, pieces of foil (optional), scissors, glue, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Shield of Faith Template. Have them color the shield and cut out the shield 

and handle. They may also use the pieces of foil to decorate their shield if they would like. Then have 

them glue the handle to the back of the shield as shown in the craft sample. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that our faith will protect us from the lies of the devil! We 

protect ourselves by having faith in who God says He is and believing the truth that Jesus can completely 

save us and will defeat the devil in the end. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:16a, “In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to them that their faith 

can protect them against the lies of the devil. Ask the children for examples of situations they might find 

themselves in where they need faith in God.  

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about the shield of 

faith. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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