


Power Phrase 
I can have peace when I live for Jesus! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:15, “As shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn what it means to have peace when he lives for Jesus! 
• Understand that those who are saved are called to live a life that glorifies God! 
• Choose to live a life that glorifies God by obediently sharing the Gospel! 

Reminders 
The sandals that Roman soldiers wore had cleats on the bottoms that allowed them to be ready to run up 

hills quickly to fight their enemies. We need to be ready with the peace that comes when we live for Jesus 

so we can fight against the lies the devil will tell us. He will try to convince us to live for money, pleasure, and 

possessions when really we were created to glorify God and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with others. 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Lauren Faram for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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God Sent an Angel to Gideon (Bible Story — JUDGES 6–7) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, pieces of fleece, water 

Captivate #1 – Props! 
• Use different items to help you tell the Bible story. You could have pieces of fleece and some water to 

hold up at different points in the story. 

Captivate #2 – Sound Effects! 
• Have the children create a sound effect during the story to help them connect with the story and 

remember it. For instance, whenever you say the word angel, have the children gasp in surprise. 

Introduction 

• Once again the Israelites began to forget about God. They began to build idols and worship false gods. 

The people from the land of Midian did not like the Israelites. They stole animals, fruit, and grain, leaving 

nothing for the Israelites to eat. The Israelites began to pray to God to help them. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Judges 6-7. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Gideon asked the Lord to reveal Himself again by making the ground wet and the fleece dry. The next 

morning, the ground was wet and the fleece was dry, just like Gideon had asked! Gideon knew then that 

God wanted him to fight the Midianites and would help him do the job. Gideon decided to follow the Lord 

and do exactly what He wanted him to do. He had peace because he trusted God to defend him and 

guide him. We can have this peace too! 

Testimony 
• Share how even during difficult times when you live for Jesus He provides peace. 

• Share a time when you were obedient to share the Gospel with someone.
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Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how Gideon and the Israelites faced their enemy. They could have been 

afraid. They could have tried to fight on their own. Instead, they had peace when they put their trust in 

God, Who fought the battle for them. No matter what their enemy tried to do, God was one step ahead of 

the enemy, and there was nothing they could do to defeat the Israelites. God’s people had peace 

because they trusted God to defend them and guide them. We too can have peace when we live our 

lives for Jesus! 

Key Points 

God gives us peace! 

• Peace is more than the absence of war or fighting. It isn’t really about the circumstances around us, but 

instead what is happening inside us. Even if life is chaotic around us, we can be calm inside because our 

hope and trust is in God. 

• Philippians 4:6-7, ”Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

Peace comes from God when we live for Jesus! 

• Our enemy, the devil, will try to convince us to live for money, comfort, or stuff (clothes, shoes, toys, 

games, etc.), but our goal in life should be to live for God, not ourselves. Those who are believers and 

followers of Jesus have been bought with a price. That price was Jesus coming to earth, living a perfect 

life, and dying on the cross. We are now children of God and He calls us to glorify God in the way we live 

our lives (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

• Psalm 115:1, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of Your steadfast love 

and Your faithfulness.” 

We can have peace every day! 

• God will give us peace in all circumstances when we remember that the reason we are alive is to serve 

Him and share the Gospel with those who do not have a relationship with Him.  

• John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 

not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

• When you are tempted to chase after things that do not glorify God, you can ask Him to remind you that 

your sole purpose is to glorify Him by being ready to share the Gospel when He gives you an opportunity. 

• Psalm 34:14, “Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” 

• Ephesians 6:15, “As shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.” 
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Challenge (Continued) 
Conclusion 

We can be certain that the devil will try to convince us that we will be happiest if we choose to live for 

ourselves and forget what God says in His Word. But God wants us to wake up every day remembering that 

when we live our lives for Jesus, He will give us peace, no matter what we face! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you find you are always looking out for yourself and thinking you are better than everyone else? Or do 

you think you need more to be happy?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins and have a life filled 

with peace. We have all sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, 

say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute  
(2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you choose to live your life for Jesus? When you wake up each day, do you remind yourself that you 

were bought with a price and so should glorify God? Who do you know that needs to hear the Gospel? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Footgear (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of different types of footwear* 

Supplies 

• Armor of God Template*, writing tools, scissors 

Instruction and Application 
• Cut out the necessary Armor of God Template piece(s). 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.  

• Show the picture of the different types of footwear. Ask the children what they are and where and why 

you would wear each kind. You would wear flip-flops in the summer when it is hot, maybe to the beach or 

pool. You would wear hiking boots to go hiking in the mountains. You would wear snowshoes to walk in 

the snow. Each type of footwear looks different, but they have similar purposes. They all cover or protect 

our feet and allow us to go where we need to go. 

• Today we are learning about the shoes of the Gospel of peace. Just like any shoes, they have a purpose 

to protect and allow us to stand firm when the devil attacks us and tries to convince us to live to please 

ourselves. 

• Show the children the Armor of God Template person and the shoes of the Gospel of peace. Review the 

previous armor pieces that were put on and what their purposes are (reference the text written out with 

the template for further explanation on the spiritual truths each piece of armor represents).  

• Have one of the children put the shoes of the Gospel of peace on the person. Tell them that we can have 

peace when we live for Jesus! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:15, “As shoes for your feet, having put on the 

readiness given by the gospel of peace.”
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Readiness (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Stoplight Visual*, Picture of a child waiting at the 

door with shoes and coat on* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 
A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they were ever excited to go somewhere. What did they do? They would run to put on 

their shoes so they would be ready to go. They wouldn’t get too far without shoes on. The Bible tells us that 

just like shoes on our feet, we should be ready with the Gospel of peace.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:15, “As shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Readiness — prepared, ready to share 

Gospel of peace — the good news of salvation that leads to peace 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you know how to find peace? What does it mean to live your life for Jesus? Have you ever asked 

Jesus to be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How do you remind yourself that you were created to glorify God? Do you share the Gospel with 

others? What should you do if you feel anxious when you share the Gospel? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Stop and Go. Use the Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the children say the 

Memory Verse together. When it is on yellow, have them talk slowly. When it is on red, stop.
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Give (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Lauren Faram* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Lauren Faram grew up in Lawton, Oklahoma, where she went to church and learned about God but never 

had a personal relationship with Him. At that time, if you would have asked Lauren if she were a Christian, 

she would have said yes. She was a good person who went to church. 

• In high school, Lauren began competing in pageants, with singing as her talent. When she was 19, she 

won the Miss Oklahoma pageant. Six months later she became Miss America. 

• At a time when it seemed like she was living her dreams, Lauren was actually experiencing the darkest 

and most lonely time of her life. She felt empty. 

• During Lauren’s time as Miss America, she was interviewed by a woman named Robin. Lauren and Robin 

became friends and started hanging out, and eventually, Robin invited Lauren to go to church with her 

and do a Bible study with her. Through Robin and others she met at church, Lauren saw people living out 

a real relationship with God. She asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life! 

• There were times Lauren still struggled with guilt from bad decisions she had made in her past. God had 

forgiven her, but she hadn’t forgiven herself. In time, she finally was able to give her guilt fully to God and 

put her past behind her. 

• Lauren and her husband, who she met at church, are now very involved in ministry at their church. Lauren 

has many opportunities to speak because of her role as a former Miss America. She uses those 

opportunities to share the Gospel with others. She also mentors others so they can perhaps know Jesus 

as their Savior too. 

• Just like Lauren, we need to give God every aspect of our lives. He loves us so much, and nothing is 

beyond what He can heal or forgive. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

• Lauren now shares her story to help others find Jesus. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss difficult things they have faced and how God can bring healing. 

Discuss how God can use their stories to help others and bring Him glory. 

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day.” Talk about how they can GROW 

to be more like Jesus. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture or make a card to encourage someone they know who is 

going through a difficult time. 

• Active Team: Have the children in pairs play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The winner shares what it means to 

him that there is nothing too big that God can’t heal.
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• What did the Israelites do when they started to forget God? (They built and worshiped false gods.) 

• What did God allow to happen to the Israelites when they disobeyed Him? (Their enemies won battles 

against them.) 

• Who was Gideon? (An Israelite farmer) 

• Who appeared to Gideon? (An angel of the Lord) 

• What did he say to Gideon? (That God was with him and he was chosen to save Israel) 

• Why didn’t Gideon feel worthy? (He was weak and his family were not believers.) 

• What did Gideon do? (Made an offering to God) 

• What is an offering? (A gift to God) 

• What happened when the angel touched the food with his staff? (Fire came from the rock and burned up 

everything.) 

• When the Midianites came to attack, how did Gideon know he was doing the right thing? (He put a piece 

of fleece on the ground as a test so God could show him what was right.) 

• What happened to the fleece in the morning? (The fleece was wet, and the ground was dry.) 

Discussion Questions 

• How can you live your life for Jesus? 

• Why do you think it is so important for us to share the Gospel with others? 
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Walk in Peace (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Walk in Peace Template*, scissors, glue, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Walk in Peace Template. You can select the size of the foot outline that best 

suits the size of the children in your group. Have the children color the pieces and cut them out. Then 

have them glue the top portion of the sandals to the bottom portion, as shown in the craft sample.   

• Remind the children that today we learned that we can have peace when we live for Jesus! We do this by 

reminding ourselves that we were created to glorify God, and one way we do this is by sharing the 

Gospel with others. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:15, “As shoes for your feet, having put on the 

readiness given by the gospel of peace.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to them that they can 

have peace when they live for Jesus. Ask the children for examples of how they can glorify God with their 

lives.  

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about the shoes of 

the Gospel of peace. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Crack the Code Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Scramble Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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