


Power Phrase 
I can walk in righteousness! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:14b, “And having put on the breastplate of righteousness.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn from Jesus’ example of righteousness! 
• Understand how she can receive forgiveness for her sins and walk in righteousness! 
• Choose to believe that Jesus’ blood covers all of her sins! 

Reminders 
In war, if you are looking for a kill shot, you go for the heart. The breastplate was designed to protect the 

vital human organs. In the same way, the devil will attack us in the areas of our lives that will kill our joy and 

fill us with thoughts of condemnation. We must remember we are free from the bondage of sin because of 

Jesus’ righteousness. Through God’s Holy Spirit, we are enabled to walk in righteousness. 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 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A special thanks to Esther Lewis for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Zacchaeus Does What is Right (Bible Story — Luke 19:1–10) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Captivate #1 — Act It Out! 
• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the story. Choose two boys to be Jesus and 

Zacchaeus. Have them act out the story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 – Key Word! 
• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, share with the children 

an action or sound effect to use for each of the key words. Then as you tell the story, make sure to repeat 

these words often. For example, when you say “Zacchaeus,” the children say “thief,” or when you say 

“Jesus,” the children say “friend of sinners.” 

Introduction 

• Jesus had performed many miracles, and word had spread throughout the country of all He had said and 

done. When He came to a certain town, many people wanted to see this person who had raised a man 

from the dead and given a blind man sight! One of these people was a tax collector named Zacchaeus. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Luke 19:1-10. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• It wasn’t just Zacchaeus’ height that kept him from Jesus. He was a sinner, a tax collector, a thief, and a 

Gentile. Many people would have nothing to do with him. But Jesus called out to Zacchaeus, went to his 

home with him, and changed his life forever! Zacchaeus’ sins were forgiven, and he became part of God’s 

family. With God’s help, Zacchaeus could go on to live a life walking in righteousness. We can walk in 

righteousness too! 

Testimony 
• Share what helps you walk in righteousness (prayer, a community with believers, the Bible, etc.). 

• Share how you have to choose to believe that Jesus’ blood covers all of your sins and how God enables 

you to walk in freedom.
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Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story we learned that no matter who you are or what you’ve done, Jesus can change your 

life. Zacchaeus was a tax collector who stole money from many people. He was hated in the community 

because of how he lived. But Jesus didn’t hate him. He even went to Zacchaeus’ home and ate with him. 

Zacchaeus realized he was a sinner and asked Jesus for forgiveness. He then went and made things 

right with the people he had wronged. 

Key Points 

Through Jesus’ righteousness, we can be saved! 

• The Bible tells us in Romans 3:10 that there is, “None righteous, no, not one.” This includes you and me. 

Apart from God, we are sinful human beings who are condemned to the place of punishment called hell 

because of our sins.  

• Jesus came to the earth and lived a perfect life, going to the cross and dying a painful death as our 

Substitute so that we could be cleansed with the blood that He shed in our place (Hebrews 9:22b). It is 

only through Jesus’ righteousness that we can be saved. When we believe in Jesus and ask forgiveness 

for our sins, He forgives us!  

Jesus is our example of righteousness! 

• As we seek to grow in our relationship with God, He will lead us to walk in righteousness. 

• Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.” 

• Jesus is actually the perfect example of how to walk in love and to honor God in all that we do. Jesus 

lived a perfect life and never did anything wrong. He loved God the Father, and He was patient, kind, and 

compassionate to everyone.  

• 1 John 2:6, “Whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked.” 

• Ephesians 5:1-2, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 
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Challenge (Continued) 
Key Points (Continued) 

We honor God when we walk in righteousness! 

• God, through the Bible and the Holy Spirit, teaches us how to walk in righteousness. We should be self-

controlled, seeking what is right, and living lives that please God (Titus 2:11-12).  

• As believers, we must understand that the devil is going to attack us with untrue thoughts that condemn 

and discourage us. He is going to tell us that we are unloved, that we have done too many sinful things, 

and that Jesus didn’t really save us. Part of walking in righteousness is reminding ourselves each day that 

we are saved, that Jesus’ blood completely cleansed us from our sins, and that we have been set free. 

• Ephesians 6:15a, “And having put on the breastplate of righteousness.”  

• Part of what it means to walk in righteousness is that we treat others with respect, are kind, are honest, 

and are humble.  

• 1 Timothy 6:11b, “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.” 

Conclusion 

We must choose to walk in righteousness. We do this by remembering Jesus’ great sacrifice and believing 

that He completely paid the debt for our sin because of His great love. As we believe this truth, we begin to 

look more like Jesus in the ways we live our lives. 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you believe that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross was enough to save you from the punishment you 

deserve for your sins? Would you like to ask Jesus to forgive you for your sins today? 

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We all have sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Jesus can be your Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Does the devil remind you of all of the wrong things you’ve done? Do you ever worry that maybe you’ve 

sinned too many times and God will take back His forgiveness from you? 

• Nothing can separate us from the love God has for us in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38-39). 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Chest Protection (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of an athlete wearing a chest protector* 

Supplies 

• Armor of God Template*, writing tools, scissors 

Instruction and Application 
• Cut out the necessary Armor of God Template piece(s). 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.  

• Show the picture of the athlete wearing the chest protector. Ask the children why they think an athlete 

would wear something like that. In softball and baseball, the catcher often wears a chest protector to 

keep him from being hurt if the ball hits him. The umpires wear one too for the same reason. 

• Today we are learning about the breastplate of righteousness. Just like a chest protector, the breastplate 

of righteousness covers and protects a person’s vital organs in battle. 

• Show the children the Armor of God Template person and the breastplate of righteousness piece. Review 

the previous armor (the belt of truth) that was put on and what its purpose is (reference the text with the 

template for further explanation on the spiritual truths each piece of armor represents).  

• Have one of the children put the breastplate on the person. The breastplate of righteousness is meant to 

protect us. When the devil tries to condemn us, we remember that Jesus’ blood has cleansed us and we 

can walk in righteousness! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:14b, “And having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness.”
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Black and White (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture that is black and white* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever heard the saying, “It’s black and white.” What does that mean? It means 

there are no gray areas; everything is either one way or the other, right or wrong, good or bad. God wants us 

to live black and white with no gray areas. We can know the difference between right and wrong through 

God’s Word.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:14b, “And having put on the breastplate of righteousness.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Put on — choose to be, actively walk in 

Righteousness — just and right in God’s eyes, believing that Jesus’ righteousness is what saves 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Who is righteous? Why did Jesus have to die on the cross? How can someone receive forgiveness 

for sins? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Do you ever feel like you are attacked in your mind with lies and struggle with some of your 

thoughts? Have you ever thought that God doesn’t really love you or that you have messed up too 

many times? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Guess Who. Pick one child to leave the group. As the child stands with her back to the group, have the 

other children quote the Memory Verse. Choose one word during the verse that a pre-determined child will 

say in a funny voice. The first child will then guess who said the word in a funny voice.

SMALL GROUP   |   7



God’s Children (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Esther 

Lewis* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Esther Lewis was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. When she was born, she had some serious 

health issues. She had to have surgery within the first day of her life in order to repair her esophagus so 

she could eat and breathe. The next seven years, she had many more surgeries and tests for various 

physical problems. 

• When she was 7, the doctors finally diagnosed her with CHARGE Syndrome, a complex medical condition. 

The doctors weren’t sure if she would ever walk, talk, or read.  

• But Esther has accomplished those things and more! She is artistic, creative, and imaginative. She loves 

people unconditionally and has never met a stranger.  

• Esther asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life when she was 7 years old. She loves to 

tell others about Jesus. She is very bold with her faith.  

• Although Esther’s body may be weak and keep her from doing some things that others can do, she is 

strong in spirit, drive, and attitude. 

• Sometimes Esther struggles with comparing herself to others and noticing things they can do that she 

can’t. Sometimes it is hard when people stare at her or say unkind things about her. But Esther knows that 

God made her just the way she is and that she is very special. She prays and asks Jesus to help her to 

not feel sorry for herself. 

• Just like Esther, we can ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Use the “What’s the 

Problem?” Visual to review.  

• We also can know that God made each of us special and has a plan for our lives. God wants us to boldly 

share the Gospel with those around us, just like Esther does. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss insecurities they may have about themselves. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about how God loves each of us no matter what we look like or 

how we act. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of themselves and write “God loves me” at the top of the 

paper. 

• Active Team: Have the children hop on one foot and say, “I can overcome any obstacles I face by ...” and 

fill in the blank with what they would say. See who can hop the longest and give the most examples.
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Why did people line the street? (They were hoping to see Jesus.) 

• Who was the short man that wanted to see Jesus? (Zacchaeus) 

• What did Zacchaeus do so he could see Jesus? (He climbed a tree.) 

• What did Jesus do as He came close to where Zacchaeus was? (He looked up and spoke to him.) 

• What did Jesus say? (“Zacchaeus, come down, for I am going to your house today.”) 

• How did the people in the crowd respond? (They were shocked.) 

• Why were they shocked? (Zacchaeus was one of the most hated men in Jericho.) 

• How did Zacchaeus steal from people? (He collected extra taxes.) 

• What did Zacchaeus do when he arrived at his home? (He confessed his sin to Jesus and committed to 

pay back all he owed four times over.) 

Discussion Questions 
• How are we different or the same as Zacchaeus? 

• How should we treat others who have wronged us?
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Breastplate of Righteousness (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Breastplate of Righteousness Template*, scissors, glue, coloring tools, hole puncher, string (two 12-inch 

pieces per child) 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Breastplate of Righteousness Template. Have them color the template and cut 

it out. Then have them hole punch the template in all four places indicated on the template. Attach the 

two pieces of string to the template to create two straps as shown in the craft sample, adjusting the 

length of the straps as needed. 

• Remind the children that today we learned what the breastplate of righteousness is. When we remember 

Jesus’ sacrifice and how His blood covers all of our sins, this truth will protect our minds from the attacks 

of the devil. It is through God the Holy Spirit that we can walk in righteousness! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:14b, “And having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to them that they can 

walk in righteousness and freedom. Ask the children for examples of ways they can walk in righteousness 

following Jesus’ example.  

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about the 

breastplate of righteousness. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Spot the Difference Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Crossword Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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