


Power Phrase 
I can know God’s truth! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:14a, “Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn that his life should be lived based on the truth that is found in the Bible! 
• Understand that through Scripture he can recognize and eliminate lies and multiply truth! 
• Choose to learn and live by God’s truth on a daily basis! 

Reminders 
Roman soldiers wore belts around their waists from which they hung their swords. This allowed them to 

always have their swords accessible to combat their enemies. Likewise, when we know God’s truth from the 

Scriptures, we can fight the lies from the devil. We want the children to understand that knowing and 

applying truth to their daily lives is vital in living a life that glorifies God. 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Steve Fayfitch for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Jeremiah Sees through Hananiah’s Lies (Bible Story — Jeremiah 28) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers 

Captivate #1 – Picture It! 
• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible story as you tell it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or 

specific actions for parts of the story. 

Captivate #2 – Lip Sync! 
• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose two boys to be Jeremiah and 

Hananiah. Have them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible story as you tell it. 

Introduction 

• At the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, there were prophets who would bring a word 

from God to the people. The prophet Hananiah, the son of Azzur, came before everyone in the Lord’s 

house to prophesy to them. The prophet Jeremiah also was there. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Jeremiah 28. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• God showed Jeremiah that Hananiah was not speaking the truth. Because Hananiah was giving a 

message that was full of lies that weren’t from God, he would face consequences. Jeremiah told him he 

would die that year because of the rebellion he spoke against the Lord. Seven months later Hananiah 

died. Jeremiah knew that what God said was true, and he stood up for what was right. We can know 

God’s truth too! 

Testimony 
• Share how you prioritize learning and knowing God’s Word so that you are able to live your life based on 

God’s truth. 

• Share a time you were able to recognize and eliminate lies because of your commitment to knowing 

God’s truth.

LARGE GROUP   |   3



Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned the importance of knowing and telling the truth. Hananiah, a prophet, tried 

to say his message was from God, but really he wanted to cause rebellion against God. Instead, God 

gave Jeremiah wisdom to see that Hananiah was lying. Just like Jeremiah, God can give us wisdom and 

knowledge to know what the truth is. We can find truth in God’s Word and by the Holy Spirit guiding us. 

We can know and live our lives based on God’s truth! 

Key Points 

Truth comes from God alone! 

• Truth is not up for interpretation or different for each person. It is consistent with the mind, will, character, 

glory, and being of God. Truth is the self-expression of God. God’s desire for His children is that they 

would know the truth, because it enables them to walk in freedom. 

• Psalm 119:160, “The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous rules endures forever” 

• John 8:31-32, “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are truly 

My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” 

Truth is found in God’s Word! 

• People have a lot of opinions, and at times it can be confusing to know what is right, what is wrong, and 

what the truth really is. God reveals His truth to us in the Bible. God gives us the Bible so we can know 

and understand the truth. 

• 2 Timothy 3:16a, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every 

good work.” 

• Sometimes the devil will make us think that we are not loved, that no one cares about us, that we are 

alone, or that we can never have hope. But those things are not true. When we learn and know what God 

says in His Word, we can recognize the lies that the devil throws our ways and choose to believe what 

God says about us.  

• John 17:17, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” 

The truth will guide us! 

• Truth is like a road map for our lives. It guides us and shows us right from wrong and how we should live. 

When we face difficult circumstances, we can listen to what God says to do, even if friends, music, or TV 

tell us something different. God’s Word is the truth we should always follow. 

• Psalm 25:5, “Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the 

day long.” 
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Challenge (Continued) 
Conclusion 

The world wants us to believe that we can define truth for ourselves. The devil wants us to think we can 

decide what truth is based on circumstances or what we think is best for us. This is wrong! Truth comes only 

from God. Through reading God’s Word and with the help of God the Holy Spirit, we can know God’s truth! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you know what truth is? Do you want to live for God and know God’s truth each and every day? Have 

you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We all have sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you know and live your life based on God’s truth? Or do you struggle with making up your own truth 

and rejecting what God says is true? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Buckle Up (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of belts* 

Supplies 

• Armor of God Template*, writing tools, scissors 

Instruction and Application 
• Cut out the necessary Armor of God Template piece(s). 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.  

• Show the picture of the different types of belts. Ask the children what the purpose is for each of the belts. 

We wear a regular belt so our pants don’t fall down. We wear a tool belt so we can carry our tools and 

have them easily accessible. A black belt in martial arts is worn to show someone’s level of achievement.  

• Today we are talking about the belt of truth and how we need to know and live our lives based on God’s 

truth. 

• Show the children the Armor of God Template person and the belt of truth piece (reference the text with 

the template for further explanation on the spiritual truths each piece of armor represents).  

• Remind them that to be spiritually prepared to fight and withstand the attacks of the devil, we need to 

prepare our minds with truth. In the same way that a Roman soldier would put on his belt so that he had a 

place to hang his sword and be prepared for battle, we need to know and remember what God’s Word 

says so that we are able to recognize lies and replace them with the truth. 

• Have one of the children put the belt on the person. Tell the children that God can help us to know and 

live our lives based on truth. Even though we don’t need to wear actual armor, we need to remember 

these truths so we are able to win the battle of our minds. We can know God’s truth! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:14a, “Stand therefore, having fastened on the 

belt of truth.”
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Fastened (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a child buckling a seat belt* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they wear a seat belt when they are riding in a car. What is the purpose of the seat belt? 

We fasten seat belts to keep us securely in place in the car. Our seat belt doesn’t come off unless we press 

the button to release it. The Bible tells us to fasten on the belt of truth. This does not mean that we actually 

wear truth, but that we read and memorize the Bible so we know what God says is true. God’s truth will hold 

us firmly in place and give us confidence in what we believe when people speak lies and through all of the 

difficult experiences we may face in life. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:14a, “Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Fastened — joined securely, to actively use 

Belt of Truth — God’s Word 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

How do you know what is true? Where can you find the truth? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you actively use the truth of God’s Word? Do you ever memorize God’s Word? Is there 

anything that you’re going through that you need God’s truth to help you know what is right?  

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Puzzle Pieces. Have the children cut the paper into sections to create puzzle pieces (younger children 

may need help). Have the children put together the puzzle and create the shape that helps them apply the 

Memory Verse. You also can make it a race or time the children as they put together the puzzle.
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Second Chance (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Steve 

Fayfitch* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Soon after Steve Fayfitch was born, his parents divorced, and he was adopted by his grandparents. He 

didn’t know that he was adopted until he was 18. Mostly though, he was thankful that his grandparents 

were there for him and loved him as their own. 

• Steve grew up going to church and learning about God. When he was 15, his family moved from Texas to 

Oklahoma. This was a difficult time for Steve. Everything was new, and he got mixed up with the wrong 

crowd. When he was 16, four of his friends died in a car accident. Steve was mad at God. He blamed God 

for allowing the accident to happen and take his friends. He also felt guilty because he hadn’t been with 

his friends and his life was spared. 

• Soon after Steve’s friends died, he got involved with a gang and drugs. This lasted until he was 23. Then, 

when his girlfriend got pregnant, Steve made the decision to turn his life around. He and his girlfriend 

moved to Arizona and started going to church. They later got married.  

• Not long after that, Steve asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. He put God first in his 

life and began to grow in his faith and relationship with God. 

• When tough times came, Steve no longer was angry and blamed God. Instead, he put his faith and trust in 

God. 

• Just like Steve, we are all sinners and our only hope is in Jesus Christ. It is only through Him that we can 

find peace, joy, and purpose in life. Use the “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s the Solution?” Visuals to 

review. 

Discussion Questions 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss choices they have made that had serious consequences.  

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what sin is. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw the word forgiveness in bubble letters and write around the word 

what it means to be forgiven.  

• Active Team: Have the children play charades using key words from this activity (e.g., forgiveness, faith, 

truth, etc.).
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Who was Hananiah? (A prophet) 

• What is a prophet? (Someone who brings a message from God) 

• What was Hananiah’s message? (That God had broken the yoke of the king of Babylon) 

• Who heard Hananiah’s message? (The priests, all the people, and Jeremiah) 

• What did Jeremiah say at the end of his prophecy? (Amen. May the Lord do so.) 

• What did Hananiah do with the yoke that was around Jeremiah’s neck? (He broke it.) 

• What did that mean? (It represented the control Nebuchadnezzar had over the land.) 

• What did God say to Jeremiah? (To tell Hananiah that he may have broken the wooden yoke, but in its 

place would be an iron yoke on the necks of all the nations.) 

• Why did Nebuchadnezzar have control over the nations? (Because God allowed it) 

• What was going to happen to Hananiah because of his lie? (He would die within a year.) 

• When did Hananiah die? (Seven months later) 

Discussion Questions 

• Why is the truth so important? 

• What consequences do we face when we don’t tell the truth?
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Belt of Truth (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Belt of Truth Template*, scissors, glue, coloring tools, hole punchers, string (two 12-inch pieces per child) 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Belt of Truth Template. Have them color all of the pieces and cut them out. 

Then have them glue the pieces together as shown in the craft sample and hole punch the template on 

both ends, as shown on the template. Attach the two pieces of string to the template as shown in the craft 

sample. Finally, the children can secure the belt to their waists by tying the two strings together in the 

back, adjusting the length of the straps as needed. 

• Remind the children that today we learned what the belt of truth is and how important it is that we know 

and live our lives based on the truth of God’s Word. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:14a, “Stand therefore, having fastened on the 

belt of truth.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means for them to learn and 

know God’s truth and how they can live their lives based on God’s truth. Ask the children for examples of 

lies they sometimes believe and what truths God wants them to believe instead. 

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about the belt of 

truth. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Crack the Code Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Search Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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