


Power Phrase 
I can defend others! 

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:18b, “Keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will… 

• Learn why she should defend others! 
• Understand when and how she can defend others! 
• Choose to be alert and ready to defend others through prayer! 

Reminders 
Throughout this series we have learned about the armor of God. Our goal has been for the children to 

understand that they need to be spiritually prepared for the attacks, specifically of the mind, that the devil 

brings against them. In this last lesson, we want to help the children understand that when they are 

spiritually prepared, they also are able to watch out and defend other believers through prayer. 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

series. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A Special Thanks 
A special thanks to Ron Stidham for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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God Leads Elisha(Bible Story — 2 Kings 6:8–23 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone  

Captivate #1 – News Flash! 
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer a 

microphone, play microphone, or hairbrush to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer 

wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the 

volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Captivate #2 — Cheer! 

• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have them hold up 

the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Introduction 

• In the years after King Solomon, the king of Israel in the Northern Kingdom was often at war with the king 

of Aram, in modern-day Syria. Elisha the prophet often would tell the king of Israel where it was safe for 

him to go to avoid being attacked by the Arameans. Elisha’s warnings were so accurate that the king of 

Aram wondered whether someone from his camp was a spy who was telling the Israelite army everything 

they were doing. 

Story 

• Retell the story from 2 Kings 6:8-23. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Elisha reminded the king of Israel that he hadn’t captured the Aramean army – God had. So Elisha told 

the king he shouldn’t kill their enemies but should instead show them God’s kindness by feeding them. 

He said God wanted the soldiers to live so they could return to Aram and tell what Israel’s God had done. 

After this, Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory. We too can choose to be alert and defend others! 

Testimony 
• Share how you are able to recognize the attacks of the devil. 

• Share a time when you were able to defend someone else through prayer.
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Challenge 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how Elisha heard from God and was able to defend his people. Every time 

the king of Aram tried to attack, God let Elisha know where the enemy army would be. He even closed 

the eyes of the soldiers so they couldn’t see, and Elisha led them right into Israelite territory where they 

were trapped. We can defend ourselves and others when we have God on our side! 

Key Points 

We must be alert! 

• We must always be ready to defend our faith and others from the attacks of the devil. He wants to trip us 

up, causing us to do what is wrong. We must be aware of his schemes and ready to fight for ourselves 

and for others. 

• 1 Corinthians 16:13, “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” 

• Colossians 4:2, “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

God can give us boldness and wisdom! 

• Our strength and wisdom are not in ourselves. They are given to us through God the Holy Spirit. He is on 

our side so we don’t need to be afraid. 

• Deuteronomy 31:8, “It is the Lord Who goes before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you or 

forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 

• 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 

We can defend ourselves and others! 

• Not only should we defend ourselves, but we should defend others. God has called us to stand up for 

those who are weak or needy, as well as our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

• Psalm 82:3-4, “Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the 

destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

• When we think of defending people, we usually think of defending them physically. But the way we 

defend others spiritually is by praying for them. In our own power we can’t withstand the devil, but 

through the power of the Holy Spirit we are able to overcome his attacks. When we pray to God for other 

people, God listens! 

• Ephesians 6:18b, “Keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.”
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Challenge (Continued) 
Conclusion 

We must be ready at all times to defend ourselves and others. We don’t have to be afraid or worry about 

what we should say or do. God is always with us and will give us the boldness and wisdom in every 

circumstance. We can defend ourselves and others through the Holy Spirit! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Did you know the first step to take to be spiritually prepared is to believe in Jesus?  

• The Bible says we are all sinners, completely lost and broken (Romans 3:23a). This is why God sent His 

Son, Jesus, to pay the price for your sins by dying on the cross; He became your Substitute (2 Corinthians 

5:21). If we believe in Jesus, we will be saved (Acts 16:31). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Is there someone in your life that you need to defend spiritually by praying for him or her? Is there 

anything in your life that you’re struggling with and need someone to pray for you? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Rescue (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of firefighters* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, remind them that we are learning about the armor of God and how each piece is 

symbolic of how we can prepare ourselves spiritually so we are fully equipped to withstand the attacks of 

the devil each and every day.   

• Show the picture of the firefighters. Have the children discuss all the ways a firefighter defends or helps 

others. When there is a fire, he risks his own life by going into a building to save a person from being 

consumed by the fire. When a person is trapped in a car, he helps to release him so he can receive 

medical treatment. The firefighter does all these things to help others! 

• Remind the children that we have been learning about the armor of God; and while the armor of God is 

vital to us being protected from the attacks of the devil, God also tells us that we should be prepared at 

all times to pray in the Spirit. In the same way, we need to be aware of what is going on around us so that 

when we see or hear of people in need, we can defend them from the attacks of the devil through prayer. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:18b, “Keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints.”
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Are You Ready (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 

• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a guard dog* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have a guard dog or have ever seen one. What makes a good guard dog? They are 

always alert. They hear every sound and see everything before it approaches. They are not hesitant to 

defend their owner or property. The Bible teaches us that we need to be just like the guard dog. We must 

always be alert to the danger and ready to defend ourselves as well as others around us, especially from the 

devil. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 6:18b, “Keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Alert— attentive, watchful 

Perseverance — persistence, determination 

Supplication for all the saints — sincerely asking for, praying for those who believe in Jesus 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you think the devil attacks our minds and the things we think about? Have you ever thought that 

you’ve messed up too much and that God could never forgive you?  

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What lies does the devil bring to your mind? How can you pray for and defend other believers as well 

as those who are weak and needy? Who do you need to tell about Jesus’ forgiveness? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Unscramble. Write the words of the Memory Verse on individual strips of paper. Lay the words on the 

floor and let the children put them in order. If you have two sets, the children can be divided into teams and 

race to finish putting the puzzles together.
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Never Let You Down (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visual*, Picture of Ron Stidham* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Ron Stidham grew up in Wichita, Kansas. His father and grandfather were pastors. The expectation was 

that one day Ron also would become a pastor. But Ron had other dreams. He wanted to be an NFL player 

by day and a pastor by night. As a boy, Ron made the decision to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the 

Lord of his life.  

• When Ron’s grandfather passed away, there were leaders of the church who did not act in a Christ-like 

way. The hurt Ron experienced from this caused him to stop going to church. Throughout all of college, 

he never attended church. 

• Later, when Ron started his career at Tinker Air Force Base, he decided it was time to reconnect with 

God. He realized it wasn’t God Who let him down, but people. Our trust and faith can be only in God; 

everything and everyone else will fail us. So Ron started going to church again and reading his Bible. He 

wanted to seek the truth of God’s Word with adult comprehension and faith.  

• During this time, Ron was living in a city where he didn’t know anyone and had no family around. But Ron 

realized that because the Holy Spirit lives in him, he is never really alone. He kept a little Bible in his 

pocket to remind him that he was never alone. 

• Since then, God has given Ron many opportunities to mentor children. Ron was fortunate to grow up with 

a loving father present in his life who could also tell him about Jesus. Ron wants every child to have an 

adult in his life who believes in him, cares about him, and can share the love of God with him. 

• Just like Ron, we can know who God is and trust Him even when we don’t understand everything that 

happens around us. We also can have hope that we will spend eternity with God in Heaven, along with 

those we love who know Jesus. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss disappointments they have experienced and how God can bring 

comfort and healing. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about who God is and how they can know Him personally. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of Heaven and describe what they think it might be like. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. If a child gets caught moving, have him say what he 

thinks Heaven might be like or explain how a person can go to Heaven.
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Who did God speak to? (Elisha) 

• What did God tell him? (He warned Elisha about what the enemies were doing to try to defeat them.) 

• When the Arameans couldn’t defeat Israel, what was their plan? (Capture Elisha so he couldn’t ruin their 

plan) 

• What happened when Elisha’s servant looked out the window? (He saw a large army as far as he could 

see.) 

• What did Elisha pray for? (God to open the servant’s eyes) 

• What did the servant see? (He saw the hills filled with a heavenly army with horses and chariots of fire 

surrounding the town.) 

• What happened when the Aramean army moved in to attack and Elisha prayed? (God blinded the army.) 

• How many miles did Elisha lead the Aramean army? (12 miles) 

• What did Elisha pray when they reached the center of Samaria? (That they would gain their sight) 

• What did Elisha tell the king to do? (Show them God’s kindness) 

Discussion Questions 

• What impossible situations do you face that you need God to protect you? 

• How can you stand up and defend others?
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I Got Your Back (Craft) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• I Got Your Back Template*, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children an I Got Your Back Template. Have them color it and write someone’s name on 

it that they would like to give it to. If they would like, they can write a note to the friend they are giving it 

to on the back of the template. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that we must always be alert and ready to defend those 

around us through prayer because it is through God the Holy Spirit that we have victory. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 6:18b, “Keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints.”
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means for them to be alert and 

ready to defend themselves and others through prayer from the attacks of the devil. Ask the children why 

it is so important to be alert and not distracted. What can happen when we take our eyes off Jesus? Why 

is it important that we defend others?  

Activity #2 

• Have the children create a chant, rap, or song that will help them remember the spiritual truths that the 

the armor of God represents. Each week they can add a new element of the armor of God to the song so 

that by the end of the series they have a full rap. This week they can add something about defending 

others through prayer. They also can create actions to go with the song. 

Now What? (Additional Activities) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Maze Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The 

children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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