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p o w e r  p h r a s e  
Jesus’ sacrifice is the only way to God! 

m e m o r y  v e r s e  
John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.’” 

s u p p o r t i n g  d o c t r i n e s  
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.  

g o a l s  
The child will... 

• Understand that Jesus has never sinned! 

• Realize there is nothing she can do to pay for her own sins! 

• Believe that Jesus is the only One Who can forgive her sins! 

r e m i n d e r s  
This series has a strong emphasis on the Gospel, wrapped in a fun, interlocking-building-blocks theme. Each 

lesson, the children will put together pieces of the Gospel. The emphasis of this lesson is all about “What’s 

the Solution?” and helping the children realize that there is nothing they can do on their own to receive 

forgiveness from their sins. It isn’t enough to be a good person; Jesus is the only Way to God! 

a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  
A special thanks to Tiffany Johnson for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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J e s u s  h e a l s  t h e  l e p e r s  ( b i b l e  s t o r y  —  l u k e  1 7: 1 1 - 1 9 ) 
Recommended Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, “Cheer” and “Boo” signs* 

Recommended Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers 

Captivate #1 – Picture It! 
• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible Story as you tell it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions 

or specific actions for parts of the story. 

Captivate #2 – Cheer! 
• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have the child hold 

up the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and also 

identify the positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Introduction 

• Jesus often traveled with His disciples. He would preach to crowds, leading many to become believers. 

He would also perform miracles. He loved to sit and teach His disciples. Word spread all over the 

country of who Jesus was and what He was doing. Many people would watch for Him in hopes of 

learning from Him or receiving healing. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Luke 17:11-19. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• The 10 men with leprosy had no hope; they knew they would eventually die from their disease. When 

they saw Jesus, they knew He was the only One Who could give them hope, Who could heal their 

bodies. In faith, they called out to Jesus, and Jesus healed them. Just like Jesus was the only way that 

they could receive healing, He is our only Way to God!  

t e s t i m o n y  
• Share how you came to understand what it meant for Jesus to die on the cross and how that knowledge 

changed your life. 

• Share sacrifices you have made for someone else and how you use those opportunities to share Jesus 

with others.
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c h a l l e n g e 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned about 10 men who had leprosy, a disease that had no cure and would 

eventually cause their death. Their only hope was for Jesus to heal them. They cried out to Jesus to 

have pity on them, and He did! We are like those lepers. Our sin is like a disease that has no cure. It is 

only through the sacrifice Jesus made when He died on the cross and rose again that we can receive 

forgiveness. Jesus is the only Substitute! Jesus is our only Way to God! 

Key Points 

Jesus is God the Son! 

• Jesus is God the Son. He is perfect and sinless, just like God the Father.  

• John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.” 

Jesus is our Substitute! 

• Jesus’ sacrifice is the only way to God. Jesus is perfect and has never sinned. He was the only One Who 

could be a substitute for us. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin.” 

• He took our place and became our Substitute. He died on the cross, enduring pain and suffering, so we 

could receive forgiveness from our sins. He did all that because of His great love for us! 

• Hebrews 9:22b, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 

• John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me.’” 

Jesus is alive! 

• The Bible tells us that Jesus died. He had to give up His life and blood to pay for our sins. But He did not 

stay dead; He rose from the dead on the third day defeating sin and death. Jesus conquered death! 

• 1 Corinthians 15:3b-4, “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that 

He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.”
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c h a l l e n g e  ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
Conclusion 

Jesus came to pay the price for our sins so we could receive forgiveness and spend eternity with God in 

Heaven. But we must make a choice to accept Jesus as our Savior, believing Jesus’ sacrifice is our only way 

to God! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you understand that your sin separates you from God? Do you want Jesus to rescue you? Do you 

want to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? Jesus paid the price for our sin; He 

became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Jesus made a way for you to have a relationship with God. Do you spend time with Him daily in prayer 

and reading your Bible? He wants to have a relationship with you. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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c r o s s  b l o c k s  ( a r r i v i n g  a c t i v i t y )  
Visuals 

• Red Cross Blocks Visual*, Pictures of different crosses* 

Supplies 

• Red Cross Template*, Building Blocks Template (printed on red paper)*, red building blocks (optional) 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children if they have ever seen someone wearing a cross necklace or seen a cross hanging on 

a wall. Show the children the pictures of different crosses. Ask why they think people display a cross in 

this way. What do you think the importance is of the cross? The cross represents the sacrifice that Jesus 

made for us. Show the children the Red Cross Blocks visual. Explain that the cross is red because it 

represent’s Jesus’ blood and the price He paid on the cross so we could receive forgiveness from our 

sins. 

• Explain that today we will learn how Jesus’ sacrifice is the only Way to God! Give each of the children 

the Red Cross Template and Building Blocks Template. Have them cut out the squares and glue them to 

the template to create the shape of a cross. You also can choose to use red building blocks instead and 

have them assemble the shape as shown in the Red Cross Blocks Visual. This visual, just like other 

crosses we might display, will remind us that Jesus is our Substitute and our only Way to God. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’”

6    |    s m a l l  g r o u p



a d m i t  o n e  ( m e m o r y  v e r s e )  

Visuals 

• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of movie tickets*, Stoplight Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever gone to the movies. Ask them what it takes to get into the movies. Can 

you just walk in? No! You can’t enter unless you have purchased a ticket. When you get to the gate, the 

ticket person takes your ticket and checks to make sure it is the right one before allowing you to enter. 

Without the right ticket, she won’t let you in. Did you know that the only “ticket” to a relationship with God is 

given by Jesus? His sacrifice on the cross is the only way to God. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.’” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Way — salvation, forgiveness of sins 

Truth — Law of God, God’s Word 

Life — eternal life with God in Heaven 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Why is it only through Jesus that someone can have a relationship with God? Do you want to be 

forgiven for your sins and have a relationship with God?  

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you tell others about Jesus and how He wants to forgive them for their sins and spend 

eternity with them in Heaven? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Stop and Go. Use the Small Group Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the 

children say the Memory Verse together; when it is on yellow, have them speak slowly; and when it is on red, 

have them stop.

s m a l l  g r o u p    |    7



r e s c u e d  ( g o s p e l  p r e s e n t a t i o n )  
Visuals 

• “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visual*, Picture of Tiffany Johnson* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Tiffany Johnson and her husband James took a cruise to the Bahamas in June 2017. The couple was 

snorkeling when Tiffany felt a sharp tug on her arm. She turned to find herself face to face with a shark 

that had her arm in its mouth! The shark began thrashing, trying to pull Tiffany underwater. Tiffany 

quickly pulled herself loose, realizing she was leaving part of her arm behind. 

• She cried out, “Help me, Jesus!” and quickly swam back to the boat with a trail of blood following her. 

• James and the boat captain lifted her into the boat. As soon as she was in the boat, Tiffany felt peace 

surround her that could come only from the Lord. She had never felt anything like it before. They rushed 

to shore where an ambulance took her to a nearby hospital. Before the surgery began, Tiffany pulled 

down her oxygen mask and told the surgeon she was praying for him. Prayer became her number one 

focus. 

• Within 24 hours, God amazingly provided a fully-funded emergency flight to the United States, where 

Tiffany underwent more surgeries. Throughout the entire situation, Tiffany kept her faith and trust in 

God. She said, “If anyone is going through a dark period in life, just know that God is near and call out to 

Him, and He will give you the strength, peace, and love that you need.” 

• Looking back, Tiffany firmly believes that God intervened to save her. She believes He restrained the 

shark and other predators that were likely nearby since sharks usually travel in groups. 

• Since the accident, Tiffany has had to learn to write with her left hand and use a mind-controlled “smart 

arm.”  

• Tiffany shares her story to encourage others and to tell them about Jesus.  

• Jesus saved Tiffany’s life twice. The first time was when she asked Him to forgive her sins and be the 

Lord of her life. The second time was when He rescued her from the shark. Just like Tiffany, Jesus can 

save your life. He paid the price for our sins so we can receive forgiveness and have a relationship with 

Him. Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss times that they were scared and Jesus gave them peace to help 

them through a difficult time. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what it means to have Jesus forgive your sins.  

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw someone being rescued and talk about how Jesus saves. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The winner can share about a time she felt 

God helped her through a difficult time. 
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f l a s h b a c k  ( r e v i e w  q u e s t i o n s )  
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• To where was Jesus traveling? (Jerusalem) 

• Along what border was he traveling? (Between Samaria and Galilee) 

• Who saw Jesus coming? (10 men) 

• What was wrong with the men? (They had leprosy.) 

• Was there a cure for their disease? (No) 

• What did they call out to Jesus? (“Jesus! Master! Have compassion on us!”) 

• What did Jesus say to them? (“Go show yourselves to the priests.”) 

• What happened when the men left? (As they were on their way, they were healed.) 

• How many men came back to Jesus? (One) 

• Why did he come back? (To thank Jesus) 

• What race was the man? (Samaritan) 

• Why was this an interesting fact? (Typically Jews had no contact with Samaritans.) 

• What did Jesus say to the man? (“Weren’t all 10 men healed? Where are the other nine? Go. Your faith 

has made you well.”) 

Discussion Questions 
• How is our sin like the disease that these 10 men had? 

• What are things that we might see as impossible that we can trust only Jesus to do?
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u l t i m a t e  h e a l i n g  ( c r a f t )  

Visuals 

• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Heart Template*, bandaids (1 large, 1 medium, 4 small per child), scissors, glue, hole punch, ribbon (10-

inch piece per child), coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Heart Template and bandaids. Have them color and cut out the heart 

template. Then have them use the medium and large bandaids to create a cross in the center of the 

heart template. Next, have them decorate their hearts with the remaining small bandaids. Finally, have 

them hole punch the top of their hearts, pull ribbon through, and tie a knot on the end. Encourage the 

children to hang their hearts somewhere they will see often to remind them of what Jesus did for them. 

Jesus’ sacrifice is the only way to God! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’” 
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w h a t ’s  t h e  p o i n t  ( a p p l i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s )  
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus’ 

sacrifice is the only way to God! Jesus is the only One Who can forgive our sins. Have them fill out the 

“Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this week to apply what they learned. Have 

they prayed and asked Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives? If they have, how can 

they tell others about Jesus? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children talk about what a substitute is and how Jesus can be their Substitute. If you have a 

group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture of a life preserver and write 

down how Jesus can save them from their sin.  

n o w  w h a t ?  ( a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y )  
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Word Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #3: Crossword Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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