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p o w e r  p h r a s e  
My sin separates me from God! 

m e m o r y  v e r s e  
Isaiah 59:2a, “Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God.” 

s u p p o r t i n g  d o c t r i n e s  
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

g o a l s  
The child will... 

• Realize that sin is anything he thinks, says, or does that breaks God’s Law! 

• Understand that his sin separates him from God! 

• Believe that Jesus is the only One Who can forgive his sins! 

r e m i n d e r s  
This series has a strong emphasis on the Gospel, wrapped in a fun, interlocking-building-blocks theme. Each 

lesson, the children will put together the pieces of the Gospel. The emphasis of this lesson is “What’s the 

Problem?” and how our sin separates us from God. Our society justifies our actions and encourages us to do 

things that make us feel good or get us ahead, but sin is sin. 

a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  
A special thanks to Matt Smith for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by sharing 

part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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t h e  u n f o r g i v i n g  s e r v a n t  ( b i b l e  s t o r y  —  m a t t h e w  1 8 : 2 1 - 3 5 ) 
Recommended Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visual* 

Recommended Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, reporter props, including a real or pretend microphone, a hat with a 

“Press” card tucked in it or a “Press” badge 

Captivate #1 – Lip Sync! 
• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose a child to be Jesus. Have him 

dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 – News Flash! 
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card 

tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice 

in advance. 

Introduction 

• The disciples often sat with Jesus and learned from Him. They would ask Him questions. Often Jesus 

would tell a parable, which is a story with spiritual meaning, to better help them understand His answers. 

One day Peter asked Jesus a question: “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother when he sins 

against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus decided to tell Peter a parable to help him understand His 

answer. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Matthew 18:21-35. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Jesus shared this parable to help Peter understand the importance of forgiveness. God, out of His 

mercy, forgives all our sins – past, present and future. They were able to understand that their sins 

would be completely forgiven because Jesus paid fully for them. They also learned that they too should 

treat others with the same love and forgiveness as they received. 

t e s t i m o n y  
• Share things you have done wrong and how you learned that those things separated you from God. 

• Share how you realized that you were a sinner and chose to ask Jesus to forgive your sin and be the 

Lord of your life.
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c h a l l e n g e 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how a man owed a great debt to the king, a debt he was unable to repay. 

He was about to be sold, along with his family and all he owned, but the king showed great compassion 

toward him and forgave his whole debt. The man hadn’t earned the forgiveness, and he didn’t deserve 

such forgiveness and compassion. We are like this man. We are all sinners who do not deserve 

forgiveness. We cannot do anything to earn forgiveness. Yet God in His great love for us offers 

forgiveness freely to anyone who will ask. 

Key Points 

Sin breaks God’s laws! 

• Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s laws. Sin can even be things we think are small or 

justified, like telling a little white lie, cheating on a test, lying to your mom about getting your chores 

done, bullying other people, and the list goes on! 

• 1 John 3:4, “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also commits lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.” 

• There is no such thing as a “small sin.” God views all sin as sin, although the consequence we face for 

each sin may be different. 

• James 2:10, “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.” 

All have sinned! 

• We are all born with a sinful nature. Psalm 51:5 says, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin 

did my mother conceive me.” 

• There is no one who hasn’t sinned except Jesus. 

• Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

Sin separates us from God! 

• Our sin is a very serious problem for us. God says the punishment for sin is death, which is eternal 

separation from Him. Sin keeps us from having a personal relationship with God and from spending 

eternity with Him in Heaven. 

• Isaiah 59:2a, “Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God.” 

• Romans 6:23b, “For the wages of sin is death.”
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c h a l l e n g e  ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
Conclusion 

We have all sinned and are lost because of our sin. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s 

laws. Our sin separates us from God and it is only through Jesus and His sacrifice that we can receive 

forgiveness for our sins.  

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? God sent His Son Jesus to 

die on the cross so that you can receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and our sin 

separates us from God (Isaiah 59:2a). But Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute 

and took our place (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives. 

• Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Sin is something we will struggle with daily, but God can help us make the right choices. Jesus paid the 

price once for all our sins. When we ask Him to forgive us and be the Lord of our lives, He forgives all 

our sins – past, present, and future. We then can acknowledge our sins to Him not because we need to 

be forgiven again, but so we can say we are sorry and ask for His help to not continue sinning. Who do 

you know that doesn’t know Jesus and hasn’t received forgiveness for sins by accepting Jesus as the 

Lord of his or her life? Take the time to tell that person about Jesus! 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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d a r k  h e a r t  b l o c k s  ( a r r i v i n g  a c t i v i t y )  
Visuals 

• Dark Heart Blocks Visual*, Pictures of children doing things that break God’s Law* 

Supplies 

• Dark Heart Template*, Building Blocks Template (printed on grey paper)*, black or grey building blocks 

(optional) 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children how they know what sin is. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Show the children the picture of the children. Ask them what each picture has in common. Each child is 

doing something that breaks God’s Law. Explain that today we will learn what sin is and how it separates 

us from God. Ask the children what it is like outside when there is no light. There is complete darkness. 

Show the children the Dark Heart Blocks visual. Explain that we are like this dark heart; when we are full 

of sin, our sin keeps us separated from God and there is no light within us. 

• Give each of the children the Dark Heart Template and Building Blocks Template. Have the children cut 

out the squares and glue them to the template to create the shape of a heart. You also can choose to 

use black or grey building blocks instead and have them assemble the shape as shown in the Dark 

Heart Blocks Visual. This visual will help us see that we have all sinned and need Jesus to forgive us. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Isaiah 59:2a, “Your iniquities have made a separation 

between you and your God.”
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s e p a r a t i o n  ( m e m o r y  v e r s e )  

Visuals 

• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of the Grand Canyon* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Show the children the picture of the Grand Canyon. Ask them if they have ever been to the Grand Canyon or 

know any facts about it. The Grand Canyon is 277 miles in length and 18 miles across at its widest point. It is 

physically impossible for anyone to jump across the 18-mile canyon to get from one side to the other. Our sin 

creates a separation between us and God that is even greater than the Grand Canyon. There is no way to 

cross it except through Jesus’ sacrifice.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Isaiah 59:2a, “Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Iniquities — sin, which is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law 

Separation — no relationship with God, unable to spend eternity with God in Heaven, distance 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you think you are a sinner and your sin separates you from God? Why or why not? Do you want to 

ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How do you make right choices and avoid sinning? How can you share with your friends and family 

that Jesus can forgive them for their sins and be the Lord of their lives? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 
Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play March-a-Verse (Jog-a-Verse/Skip-a-Verse). Chant the Memory Verse as the group marches around the 

room/Small Group area. Say a word or phrase with each step. If you are in a small space, you can have the 

children pat their hands on their legs instead of marching.
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b r o k e n  ( g o s p e l  p r e s e n t a t i o n )  
Visuals 

• “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Matt 

Smith* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, mirror 

Instruction and Application 
• Matt Smith grew up in Lawton, Oklahoma, where he lived with his mom and brother. His parents 

separated when Matt was very young. Matt lived with his mom and didn’t get to see his dad very often.  

• While Matt’s mom worked three jobs to provide for the family, Matt and his brother were often at home 

alone and began getting into trouble. At age 11, Matt started running drugs for the Irish mob. He longed 

for them to be like a family to him. But when things got tough, the gang wasn’t there for him; they left 

him beaten and shaken.  

• Instead of realizing that the gang wasn’t his family and wouldn’t be there for him, Matt then joined the 

Crips gang. At 14 Matt had an 8-year-old boy who went with him everywhere. The two were at a party 

when bullets came flying through the house. Matt hit the ground as others started running for the doors. 

But not everyone made it out. The 8-year-old boy was shot. He died in Matt’s arms.  

• Matt quickly left the house out of fear of being arrested. He cried in an alley all night. He knew he was 

the reason the 8-year-old had been in that house, the reason he died. 

• Matt decided to change his ways. He volunteered, trying to make a difference in the lives of boys who 

were in the same place he had been. But something was missing. He thought he was broken and 

nothing could fix him. 

• Then when Matt had his first daughter, he decided to go to church. After the sermon, the pastor asked 

whether anyone was there who wanted to ask Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. That 

day Matt made the choice to become a believer! God changed his life. He no longer felt like something 

was missing. Matt realized that God could use his story to help others. 

• Matt and his family moved to Oklahoma City not knowing what God had in store for them but knowing 

God had called them there. Matt volunteered at the OKC City Center. He was later hired as the Program 

Coordinator. Through their programs he has mentored, inspired, and given hope to many young people. 

• Just like Matt, we also are lost because of our sin. Our sin separates us from God, and we must choose 

to ask Jesus to forgive us and be the Lord of our lives. Use the “What’s the Problem?” and “What’s Your 

Choice? Visuals to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss if they ever feel like they are broken. Remind them that it is only 

through Jesus that we can find healing and be made whole. 

• Younger Team: Have the children look in the mirror and watch themselves as they repeat the verse. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word forgiveness vertically on their papers. Then have them 

write connecting words that describe how God forgives them. 

• Active Team: Play Go, Go, Stop. If a child gets caught moving, have him say something he learned.
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f l a s h b a c k  ( r e v i e w  q u e s t i o n s )  
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Who asked Jesus the question? (Peter) 

• What did he ask Jesus? (How many times to forgive someone who sins against you) 

• Why did Jesus tell a parable? (To help Peter better understand His answer) 

• What is a parable? (A story with a spiritual truth) 

• How much did the man owe the king? (10,000 bags of gold) 

• What did the king do when the man couldn’t repay him? (Ordered the man, his wife, his children, and all 

he owned be sold to pay the debt) 

• What did the king do when the man begged for time to repay? (The king had mercy and forgave the 

man all his debt.) 

• What did the man do when he was free? (He ordered his servant to pay his debt.) 

• How much did the servant owe? (100 silver coins) 

• What did the man do when the servant couldn’t pay? (Threw him in prison) 

• Who did the other servants tell about what happened? (The king) 

• What did he do to the man? (Threw him in prison till he could pay his debt in full) 

• Who did Jesus say the king was like? (Our Father in Heaven; therefore we should forgive others as we 

have been forgiven.) 

Discussion Questions 
• Why is it so important to forgive others? 

• How should the forgiveness we receive from God affect how we treat others?
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h i d d e n  m e s s a g e  ( c r a f t )  

Visuals 

• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Hidden Message Template*, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Hidden Message Template and have them color and cut out the pieces. 

Have the children take the large piece and fold it in half. Have them open it back up and then fold the 

two outer edges inward toward the center crease. Next have them unfold the paper again and fold it 

back in half. After that, the children should cut along the dotted lines to make two slits in the paper, and 

then open the paper back up. Take the two smaller pieces of paper and weave them through the center 

as shown in the Craft sample. Finally, fold the paper into a book shape. Now the children can open to 

the center message and pull the outer edges of the book to reveal the second hidden message. 

• Remind the children that today we learned how sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s 

Law. Our sin separates us from God. Have them practice flipping the card and reading it. Encourage 

them to show their friends and family as a way to share the Gospel with them.   

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Isaiah 59:2a, “Your iniquities have made a separation 

between you and your God.” 
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w h a t ’s  t h e  p o i n t  ( a p p l i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s )  
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how our sin 

separates us from God. We are all sinners who need to ask Jesus to forgive us and be the Lord of our 

lives. Then have the children fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this 

week to apply what they learned. Do they know what sin is? Have they asked Jesus to forgive their sins 

and be the Lord of their lives? If they have, what sins do they commit that they need to stop doing? What 

changes do they need to make in their lives? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different responses they could have when someone is doing 

something that break God’s laws. This is an opportunity to teach the children how to respond in love 

and kindness even when you don’t agree with someone. What can they say to someone that is 

swearing or wants them to cheat on a test? If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to 

have them draw a picture of a flashlight and write how God can be a light in the darkness for them. 

n o w  w h a t ?  ( a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y )  
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page 

• Additional Activity #2: Crack the Code Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #3: Maze Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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