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p o w e r  p h r a s e  
God gives life! 

m e m o r y  v e r s e  
Ephesians 2:10a, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.” 

s u p p o r t i n g  d o c t r i n e s  
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.  

g o a l s  
The child will... 

• Understand that God created and gives life to everything! 

• Realize she can see the greatness of God through what He has created! 

• Believe that God created and gave life to her and wants to have a relationship with her! 

r e m i n d e r s  
This series has a strong emphasis on the Gospel, wrapped in a fun, interlocking-building-blocks theme. Each 

lesson, the children will put together the pieces of the Gospel, which will hopefully prepare their hearts and 

help them realize they are sinners who need to ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

The emphasis of this lesson is on “Who is God?” and how God is the only One that gives life. It is easy for us 

to take things for granted and not truly appreciate how incredible and awesome God is. 

a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We 

thank them for the time they have invested in these children. 

a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  
A special thanks to Kathren Stehno for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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G o d  g i v e s  l i f e  t o  d r y  b o n e s   
( b i b l e  s t o r y  —  e z e k i e l  3 6 : 1 6  -  3 7: 1 4 ) 
Recommended Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Recommended Supplies 
• Bible; Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Captivate #1 - Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down! 
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” answer. 

Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs down for “no.” 

Captivate #2 - Key Word! 
• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an 

action or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these 

words often. Some examples would be that when you say “bones,” the children say “dry bones”; or 

when you say “God,” the children say “life giver.” 

Introduction 
• God had warned the people of Israel to turn away from all the evil things they were doing. He promised 

that if they did, their sin would not bring them down. God wanted to give them new hearts and a new 

spirit. He told them that if they would turn away from their sin, they would live! But the people did not 

listen to God and therefore faced the consequences of their sins. God was angry with them and sent 

them out of His land. But He didn’t forget His people. 

Story 

• Retell the story from Ezekiel 36:16-37:14. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• God did the impossible. He took dry, lifeless bones and brought them to life! He would be true to His 

Word and bring His people back to life and into a land of their own. He showed His people that there 

was nothing He couldn’t do. He is the Creator of all things and the Giver of life! 

t e s t i m o n y  
• Share what it meant to you when you realized that God created you just the way you are. 

• Share a time you created something and how it helped you better understand and appreciate God’s 

creation.
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c h a l l e n g e 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 
• In our Bible Story, we learned how God gave life to dry bones. He breathed into them, and tendons, 

flesh, and skin grew on them. He then breathed on them, and they came to life and stood up. He 

performed this miracle so that the Israelites would have hope and know that God was going to restore 

them and bring them back to their land. Only God can do the impossible! Only God can create the 

world! Only God can give life! 

Key Points 

God is Creator! 

• God created everything! He created the mountains, the universe, the stars, the oceans, the planets.  

• Colossians 1:16, “For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth. . . . All things were created 

through Him and for Him.” 

• God gives life! He gave life to people, birds, fish, animals, and plants. 

• John 1:3-4, “All things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made. 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

• We are made to have a relationship with God and to do good works.  

• Ephesians 2:10a, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.” 

God is holy! 

• The Bible teaches us that God is a holy God. The word holy comes from a word meaning “to separate or 

cut off.” God is separate or cut off from everything that is sinful because He is sinless. To say that God is 

holy means that there is no evil in Him. 

• 1 Samuel 2:2, “There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides You; there is no rock like our 

God.” 

God is love! 

• God knew and loved us before we were even born. 

• Isaiah 44:2a, “Thus says the Lord who made you, who formed you from the womb and will help you.” 

• God’s love for us is not based on who we are or what we do. There is nothing we can do to earn God’s 

love, nor is there anything we can do to stop God from loving us. 

• God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross for our sins. 

• John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life.”
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c h a l l e n g e  ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
God is in Heaven! 

• God loves us so much. He wants to spend eternity with us in Heaven. 

• God is preparing a home for those who have asked Him to forgive them for their sins and be the Lord of 

their lives. 

• John 14:2, “In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you?” 
Conclusion 

God gives life to everything! We can see His greatness in all He has created. He created the vast universe 

but also the smallest creatures. God gave life to each of us and has a plan for our lives! 

Invitation 
For the unsaved child: 

• God created you because He loves you very much and wants to have a relationship with you! He sent 

His Son Jesus to die on the cross so you can receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and 

sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). But because of what Jesus did for us, we can admit we have 

sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask 

Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• We can look all around us and see God’s creation. We can see how amazing God is. How can you help 

others know God by talking with them about His creation?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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h e a v e n  b l o c k s  ( a r r i v i n g  a c t i v i t y )  
Visuals 

• Heaven Blocks Visual*, Picture of things God has given life to* 

Supplies 

• Heaven Template*, Building Blocks Template (printed on yellow paper)*, yellow building blocks (optional) 

Instruction and Application 
• Ask the children how they know something is alive. Maybe it is moving, has a heartbeat, or grows. What 

are things that are alive? People are alive; plants and animals are alive. Have the children look at the 

picture and discuss the different types of things God has given life. Ask Who gives life to each of these 

things? Say it is God and God alone Who created and gives life to everything!  

• Explain that today we are going to learn who God is and how and why He gave life to us and everything 

around us. One of the things we know about God is that He is in Heaven. Give each of the children a 

Heaven Template and Building Blocks Template. Have them cut out the squares and glue them to the 

template to create the shape of Heaven. You also can choose to use yellow building blocks instead and 

have the children assemble the shape as shown in the Heaven Blocks Visual. This visual will help us 

remember who God is and how He has given life to us! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 2:10a, “For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works.”
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w o r k m a n s h i p  ( m e m o r y  v e r s e )  

Visuals 

• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a person and a computer* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever thought about how complicated the human body is. How does the brain 

work in sending information to the body? How do our arms and legs move? How does the heart pump blood 

throughout our body? The brain is more complicated than any computer ever built. It sends billions of bits of 

information through our body, information that controls everything we do. The human body is a masterpiece, 

an incredible work made by God. He skillfully created each one of us! He also has an incredible plan for our 

lives, a plan to do great things for Him! 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Ephesians 2:10a, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Workmanship — something created 

Declare — tell, announce, speak out 

Good works — God’s plan for things we should accomplish 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you believe that God has created you? Do you know He created you so He could have a 

relationship with you? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What gifts and abilities has God given you? What has God created you to do for Him?  

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Me Then You. Review the Memory Verse together a couple times. Then explain to the children that 

while your hands are up, you will say the words. When your hands are down, they will say the words. Rotate 

between your hands being up and down to keep the children engaged and challenged to speak at the right 

time.
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i d e n t i t y  ( g o s p e l  p r e s e n t a t i o n )  
Visuals 

• “Who Is God?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visual*, Picture of Kathren Stehno* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, small object 

Instruction and Application 
• Kathren Stehno’s parents were young, uneducated, and not Christians when they got married and had 

children. It wasn’t until Kathren was 5 years old that her mom became a believer, even though Kathren’s 

dad was still very much against God. Then when Kathren was 9, her father also became a Christian. 

Eventually he became a pastor! 

• Kathren was born with a bilateral palate and lip that affected her eyesight and hearing. Growing up in a 

small town, people knew her and accepted her the way she was. But when Kathren’s family moved to 

Oklahoma City, Kathren was treated cruelly. People made fun of her and bullied her.  

• Her parents worked long hours, and Kathren often felt lonely. But through church, Kathren learned 

about God, made friends, and found acceptance. She felt God’s presence when she was at church. 

• However, her family moved again, and Kathren experienced more rejection and cruelty.  

• When Kathren was 12, she realized she was a sinner and asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the 

Lord of her life. She realized God was always with her and would see her through every circumstance. 

• She also realized that God had given her an incredible talent in music. She could play by ear, write 

music, and sing. Kathren knew she wanted to use her abilities to honor God.  

• She believed that God had great plans for her even when she didn’t score well on a standardized test in 

high school and was told she probably wouldn’t accomplish much. Instead she went to college, majored 

in music, and became an elementary teacher and later an elementary principal. She also earned her 

doctorate and became a school consultant. 

• Kathren realized that God created her just the way she was and had good plans for her life. She didn’t 

allow the opinions and cruelty of others to stop her.  

• Just like Kathren, we can know who God is and how much He loves us (John 3:16a). All we have to do is 

ask Him to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Use the “Who is God?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children share how God made each of them special and for a purpose. 

• Younger Team: Have the children spell God and take turns saying something they know about God and 

who He is. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word God in bubble letters in the center of a page. Then have 

them write all the things they know about God around it. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Hot Potato. As they pass the item, have them spell God over and 

over again. The person who drops the object will then share something she knows about God.
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f l a s h b a c k  ( r e v i e w  q u e s t i o n s )  
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Why did God punish the Israelites? (They were sinful.) 

• How did He punish them? (Sent them out from their land) 

• What did God promise to do? (Restore them and bring them back) 

• Who did God speak to? (Ezekiel) 

• Where did He bring Ezekiel? (To the valley) 

• What was the valley filled with? (Dry bones from people who were killed) 

• What did God tell Ezekiel to prophesy? (For life to come into the bones) 

• What happened when Ezekiel prophesied? (Tendons, flesh, and skin came on the bones.) 

• What did God tell Ezekiel to prophesy next? (For breath to come from four directions) 

• What happened when Ezekiel prophesied again? (Life entered the bodies and they stood up.) 

• What were the people like? (An army) 

• What did God tell Ezekiel to tell the Israelites? (That they were like the bones and He would bring them 

to life and return them to their land) 

Discussion Questions 
• How do people today act in the same way as the Israelites? 

• What ways does God show that He gives life today in a miraculous way?
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d r y  b o n e s  ( c r a f t )  

Visuals 

• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Black construction paper (one per child), cotton swabs (11 per child), white paint, small plate for paint, 

scissors, white crayon, glue 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a piece of black construction paper and 11 cotton swabs. Have them cut one of 

the cotton swabs in half to be used for the feet. Have them bend four of the cotton swabs to be used for 

the legs and arms. Next have them create the body of their skeleton as shown on the craft sample by 

gluing the cotton swabs onto the black construction paper. Then have them use the white crayon to 

draw fingers and toes. Finally, have them dip their thumbs in the white paint and press on their papers 

to create the head. 

• Remind the children that God gives life! He created life in the beginning when He created Adam and 

Eve and all the animals. In our story today we learned how He brought life back to dry bones! He 

created me and you! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Ephesians 2:10a, “For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works.”
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w h a t ’s  t h e  p o i n t  ( a p p l i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s )  
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how God 

gives life. Have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this week to 

apply what they learned. How can they appreciate God’s creation more and show others what God has 

created to help them understand who God is? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different things that God has given life to. If you have a group 

that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture of binoculars and then write down 

how they can know more about God by looking at everything He has created. 

n o w  w h a t ?  ( a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y )  
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page 

• Additional Activity #2: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #3: Hidden Object Activity Page 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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