
 

LESSON 7

CHA  N 
REACT ON



POWER PHRASE 
God chose a faithful servant!  

MEMORY VERSE 
Proverbs 28:20a, “A faithful man will abound with blessings.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand what it means to be faithful! 

• Realize that God blesses those who are faithful! 

• Choose to be faithful to God! 

REMINDERS 
God knew before the creation of the world that He would have to send Jesus to be the Savior. In this series 

the children will learn the significance of several prophecies in Scripture and how they were fulfilled. The 

children will see how God used a chain of people and events to fulfill His prophecies. Each story has meaning 

on its own, but it is important to make sure the children also see how all the lessons connect. The children 

also will realize that they are a part of this amazing chain of events! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We thank 

them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Sheila Ratzlaff for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID (BIBLE STORY - 1 SAMUEL 16)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible costumes  

Captivate #1 – Act It Out! 

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Choose a few boys to dress up as 

Samuel, Saul, Jesse, and David. You also could have others dress up as some of the other brothers if you 

have enough people and costumes. Have them act out the story as you tell it. They also can repeat key 

sentences after you. Emphasize emotions or actions they can do throughout the story. 

Captivate #2 – Lip Sync! 
• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose children to be Samuel, Saul, Jesse, and 

David.  Have them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Introduction 

• God asked Samuel how long he would be sad because of Saul, since God refused to have Saul as king 

over Israel any longer. God told Samuel to fill his animal horn with oil and go to Jesse in Bethlehem. God 

had chosen one of Jesse's sons to be king and was going to have Samuel anoint him with oil to show who 

would be the next king of Israel. 

Story 
• Retell the story from 1 Samuel 16. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• God told Samuel to go to Bethlehem to anoint one of the sons of Jesse. God chose David because he was 

a faithful servant. David loved God and served Him in all that he did. One day David would become king of 

Israel. He was a faithful servant! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share what it means to you to be faithful to God. 

• Share things you do as a servant of God.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how God chose a faithful servant. God sent Samuel to anoint one of Jesse’s 

sons. He didn’t pick the tallest or the strongest or the oldest. God chose David because he was a faithful 

servant of God. He worshiped and obeyed God. God used David to do great things for Him. 

Key Points 

David was faithful! 

• David was faithful to God. He put God first in all that he did. 

• 1 Samuel 12:24, ”Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great things 

he has done for you.”  

• Luke 16:10, “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little 

is also dishonest in much.”  

David was a servant! 

• David was a servant. He had the right heart attitude, willing to serve God and others. 

• Luke 22:26, “But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the 

leader as one who serves.”  

• Matthew 23:11-12, “The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 

David was chosen by God! 

• God chooses those who are faithful. He has a plan and a purpose for each of our lives. 

• John 15:16, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 

and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, He may give it to you.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
God chose a faithful servant. He chose David because David had a deep love for God and served Him 

faithfully. God was able to do great things through David because he was faithful to God. Like David, we too 

can be faithful! 

Proverbs 28:20a, “A faithful man will abound with blessings.” 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to be a faithful servant of God? Have you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins 

and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Are you a faithful servant of God? Do you honor God in all you do? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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A FAITHFUL SERVANT (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Timeline Visual* 

Supplies 

• Small papers, writing tools, Timeline Puzzle Pieces* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, explain that in this series we are putting together an incredible puzzle. We will see 

how each of the pieces connect and what that means for us. Review with the children the first six pieces of 

the puzzle. Have them describe what they see on each of the puzzle pieces and talk about how they are 

connected to each other. Today we will learn about how God chose a faithful servant. He didn’t choose the 

strongest, the richest, the oldest, or the wisest, but a faithful servant. The next person in our chain is David. 

Not only would David slay a giant and become king; it was through his descendants that Jesus would one 

day be born. 

• Let’s review our chain: Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, Judah, Rahab, Ruth, then David. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Proverbs 28:20a, “A faithful man will abound with blessings.” 
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OLD FAITHFUL (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of Old Faithful* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever seen Old Faithful, the cone geyser located in Yellowstone National Park. It 

was the first geyser in the park to receive a name. It gained its name because it has faithfully erupted every 60 

to 90 minutes and goes off about 17 times every day. It is predictable. You can count on it to erupt consistently. 

The Bible teaches us that a faithful man shall abound with blessings. We are called to be as trustworthy and 

consistent as Old Faithful! 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Proverbs 28:20a, “A faithful man will abound with blessings.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Faithful — reliable, trusted 

Abound — in large numbers, have many 

Blessings — favor with God, pleasing God 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Have you decided to follow Jesus? Have you asked Him to forgive your sins and be  the Lord of your 

life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Are you a faithful servant of God? Does He lead your life every day? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 
Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team try to say 

the Memory Verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. They should keep saying the verse until 

the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say it. This makes the 

game more exciting and challenging.
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NEW LIFE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s the Solution?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Sheila 

Ratzlaff* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Disclaimer: 
• This story touches on sensitive topics but ones that may be realities for some of the individuals we have 

the privilege of interacting with. We believe it is necessary to discuss these things with the older children, 

but they may not be appropriate for a younger audience. Some bullet points below provide alternative 

wording in parentheses that still communicates the story while withholding certain details and concepts. 

Instruction and Application 
• Sheila Ratzlaff grew up knowing about God but not having a personal relationship with Him. Throughout her 

life, she experienced difficulties and always felt like God was there. 

• When her parents divorced, her dad started sexually abusing her (hurting her). This went on for years, but 

Sheila never told anyone about it. She was too ashamed. She didn’t realize that it wasn’t her fault and the 

best thing she could do was tell someone.  

• Sheila started drinking in high school. This led to drugs and unhealthy relationships. She would have times 

where she was clean and sober, but those times never lasted. She did well for quite a while; but when her 

husband was dying and her son took his own life, she didn’t have the strength anymore. She went back to 

old patterns.  

• One night a man broke into her house and attacked her. She didn’t think she was going to live, but he 

suddenly took off running. Sheila cried out to God, praying that God would take her away from it all. 

• Shortly after that, Sheila was arrested and sent to jail. Sheila learned about Jesus in jail. She admitted she 

was a sinner and asked Jesus to be the Lord of her life. She was able to get sober. She attended Bible 

studies and helped in the chaplain office.  

• When Sheila was released from jail, she had no desire to go back to her old life. She was able to restore 

relationships with her children and grandchildren. She now has a new focus for her life. She wants to help 

others by telling her story.  

• Just like Sheila, we need to realize that we can’t do well in life on our own and that we need Jesus to 

forgive us for our sins and to help us follow Him with our lives. Use the “What’s the Solution?” And “What’s 

Your Choice?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss how hard life can be if we try to do it on our own. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what a substitute is. Explain that Jesus is our Substitute. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the words new life on their papers. Around the words, have them write 

what changes when we ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives. 

• Active Team: Have the children write the word new using their writing tools. Have them share ways they can 

be made new through Jesus.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Why was Samuel sad? (Because Saul had turned away from following God) 

• What did God tell Samuel to do? (Anoint a new king) 

• Where did God tell Samuel to go? (To the house of Jesse in Bethlehem) 

• Why was Samuel afraid? (He was afraid Saul would find out and kill him.) 

• What did God tell Samuel to do? (Bring an offering and invite Jesse to the sacrifice) 

• Who was the first son that Jesse brought before Samuel? (Eliab) 

• What did Samuel say to Jesse when he hadn’t found one to anoint? (“Are these all your sons?”) 

• Who did Jesse send for? (David) 

• Who did Samuel anoint? (David) 

• Why did Saul’s servants suggest he call for someone to play the harp? (To soothe Saul when the evil spirits 

tormented him.) 

• Who did he end up calling? (David) 

• What was David appointed to do? (To play the harp for Saul and to carry Saul’s armor) 

• What happened when David played the harp for Saul? (The evil spirits left him.) 

Discussion Questions 
• How can you be a faithful servant? 

• What might God choose you to do if you are a faithful servant? 
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DAVID’S HARP (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Harp Template* (one per child), yarn (12-inch strip per child), scissors, tape, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Harp Template. Have the children color it and cut it out. Then have them cut the 

yarn into small pieces and tape the pieces to the back of the harp as shown in the Craft sample. 

• Remind the children that today we learned how God chose a faithful servant. David wasn’t the oldest, the 

strongest, or the wisest in his family, but he had a deep love for God and was a faithful servant. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Proverbs 28:20, “A faithful man will abound with blessings.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means to them that God chose a 

faithful servant. Would God choose them? Are they a faithful servant to God? What can they do to become a 

more faithful servant? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children play charades, guessing different things they would say or do if they were a faithful 

servant to God. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Crossword Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The children 

may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small Group. 

These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or 

don’t have time to start another activity. 
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