
 

LESSON 5

CHA  N 
REACT ON



POWER PHRASE 
God chose the unexpected!  

MEMORY VERSE 
Philippians 1:6b, “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Realize that no one is good enough for God! 

• Understand that God loves us even though we aren’t worthy! 

• Choose to be used by God! 

REMINDERS 
God knew before the creation of the world that He would have to send Jesus to be the Savior. In this series 

the children will learn the significance of several prophecies in Scripture and how they were fulfilled. The 

children will see how God used a chain of people and events to fulfill His prophecies. Each story has meaning 

on its own, but it is important to make sure the children also see how all the lessons connect. The children 

also will realize that they are a part of this amazing chain of events! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We thank 

them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Stephanie Palaniuk for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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RAHAB HELPS THE SPIES (BIBLE STORY - JOSUHA 2:1 - 14; 6:1 - 25)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visuals*, Key Word signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Captivate #1 – Lip Sync! 

• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose children to be Rahab and the two spies. 

Have them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 – Key Word! 
• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, share with the children an 

action or sound effect to use for each of the key words. Then as you tell the story, make sure to repeat 

these words often. For example, when you say Rahab, the children say unexpected, or when you say spies, 

the children say duh, duh, duh, like in a suspense movie. 

Introduction 

• After the people of Israel were freed from Egypt, they wandered in the desert for 40 years. Then the Lord 

told them that they could enter the Promised Land with Joshua and helped them miraculously cross the 

Jordan River. They awaited God’s next instruction. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Joshua 2:1-14; 6:1-25. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Rahab had faith in God. God used her to save the spies because of her faith in Him. Her life and her family 

members’ lives were spared because of her kindness to the spies. She later would marry Salmon from the 

tribe of Judah. It was through her descendants that one day Jesus would come. God used an unexpected 

person to help His people! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share a time that you felt unworthy and that God couldn’t use you. 

• Share a time that God gave you the ability to do things for Him that you felt unqualified to do.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how God used Rahab to save the two Israelite spies. Why did God use her? 

She wasn’t an Israelite; she was an outsider and a sinner! But Rahab believed in God and was willing to 

serve Him. God used her because of her faith and her obedience. Rahab and her family were spared 

because of it. The story doesn’t end there! Rahab also married Salmon from the tribe of Judah. It was 

through her descendants that one day Jesus would come. 

Key Points 
No one is worthy of God! 

• There is no one who has not sinned. There is no one who is worthy of God.  

• Romans 3:10, “None is righteous, no, not one.” 

• Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

God loves us all the same! 

• God loves us all the same. He loves us so much He sent His Son to pay the price for our sin. We choose to 

accept or reject that love. 

• Romans 5:8, “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

• John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through Him.” 

God equips those He calls! 

• God doesn’t choose us because of our abilities. He strengthens and equips those He has chosen. You 

might think that you are too shy and couldn’t talk to a group of people, but God could give you the courage 

and words to say.  

• 1 Peter 5:10b, “The God of all grace, Who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, 

confirm, strengthen, and establish you.” 

• 1 Corinthians 1:27, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 

the world to shame the strong.” 

•  2 Corinthians 13:9, ”For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. Your restoration is what we pray 

for.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Sometimes we might feel like we are inadequate or not good enough. Just like Rahab, God can use anyone, 

even the unexpected! We have to be willing and obedient. If we are, God can give us the strength and abilities 

to accomplish what He’s called us to do.  

Philippians 1:6b, “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you feel like you are too sinful and that God couldn’t forgive you or accept you? God loves you so much, 

and there is nothing you could ever do that would keep Him from loving you. Have you made the choice to 

ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you live boldly for God? Do you allow Him to use you to do great things for Him?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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THE UNEXPECTED (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Timeline Visual* 

Supplies 

• Small papers, writing tools, Timeline Puzzle Pieces* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, explain that in this series we are putting together an incredible puzzle. We will see 

how each of the pieces connect and what that means for us. Review with the children the first four pieces of 

the puzzle. Have them describe what they see on each of the puzzle pieces and talk about how they are 

connected to each other. Today we will learn how God used someone very unexpected, someone who no 

one else would have chosen or felt was worthy. But this person was an important part of the chain. Our next 

person in the chain is Rahab. It is through her descendants that Jesus one day would come to earth! 

• Let’s review our chain: Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, Judah, then Rahab. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Philippians 1:6b, “He who began a good work in you will bring it 

to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 
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GOOD WORK (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Stoplight Visual*, Picture of a superhero and 

alternate identity* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they can name some superheroes and their alternate identities. Ask them why they think 

people don’t realize who they really are. Often their identity is unexpected. On their own they wouldn’t be 

able to do all the things that the superhero does. We are like that alternate identity. It is only through God and 

the work He does in our lives that we are able to do great things for Him. He gives us the abilities and the 

strength to accomplish great things!  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Philippians 1:6b, “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Good work — an act, deed, obedience 

Bring to completion — complete it 

Day of Jesus Christ — When Jesus returns 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 
Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you feel like you are too sinful, and God can’t forgive you? Do you want to ask Him to forgive all 

your sins and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What tasks has God given you to do? What does God want to accomplish in your life? How can you 

ask God to help you each day? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Stop and Go. Use the Stoplight Visual. When the Stoplight Visual is on green, have the children say the 

Memory Verse together. When it is on yellow, have them talk slowly. When it is on red, stop.
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GIVE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “Who Is God?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Stephanie Palaniuk* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Disclaimer: 

• This story touches on sensitive topics but ones that may be realities for some of the individuals we have the 

privilege of interacting with. We believe it is necessary to discuss these things with the older children, but 

they may not be appropriate for a younger audience. Some bullet points below provide alternative wording 

in parentheses that still communicates the story while withholding certain details and concepts. 

Instruction and Application 
• Stephanie Palaniuk’s parents were divorced when she was 6 years old. Her mom later married a man who 

was a godly father figure in Stephanie’s life. Stephanie asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of 

her life when she was 8 years old.  

• Although Stephanie had a deep love for God, she struggled emotionally. Someone had abused (hurt) her 

when she was a little girl but she was too afraid to tell anyone. She never got help to deal with what had 

happened to her. 

• When she was 15 years old, she started hanging out with the wrong people and making wrong choices. 

(Skip) She started drinking, doing drugs, cutting herself, and suffering from depression. She damaged the 

relationship with her parents and others who loved her.  

• This cycle only got worse as she got older. She went from one bad relationship to another, and her 

addictions grew. She lost custody of her two young children. She hit rock bottom. She felt hopeless. (Skip) 

She decided to overdose and take her own life. Just then a friend called her who she hadn’t spoken to in a 

long time. He was looking for her. Stephanie went outside of the (skip) drug house in the middle of nowhere 

and realized he just “happened” to park right by that house. God gave her life back to her that day. 

• Stephanie entered a rehab program and found healing. She was able to get right with God and deal with 

the hurts of her childhood. God restored her health, relationship with her family, and she was able to get her 

children back.  

• Just like Stephanie, we need to give God every aspect of our lives. He loves us so much, and nothing is 

beyond what He can heal. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss difficult things they have faced and how God can bring healing. 

Discuss how God can use their stories to help others and bring Him glory. 

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day.” Talk about how they can GROW to 

be more like Jesus. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture or make a card to encourage someone they know who is 

going through a difficult time. 

• Active Team: Have the children in pairs play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The winner shares what it means to him 

that there is nothing too big that God can’t heal.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Why did the spies go to Jericho? (To see what it was like and how strong it was if they attacked) 

• How many spies did they send? (Two) 

• At whose house did they stay? (Rahab) 

• What had Rahab heard about them? (She had heard about their God who enabled them to defeat their 

enemies.) 

• What did the King of Jericho tell Rahab to do? (Send the two spies out of her house) 

• What did Rahab decide to do? (Hide the two spies on her roof) 

• What did Rahab tell the guards when they came? (That the spies had already left and she didn’t know where 

they went) 

• What did the spies hide under? (Stalks of flax) 

• How did the spies leave the city of Jericho? (Out Rahab’s window which was in the wall of the city) 

• How many days did they hide in the hills? (Three) 

• Did the Israelites spare Rahab and her family as they promised? (Yes) 

Discussion Questions 
• In what ways do you feel inadequate and don’t feel like God could use you? 

• When are times you have had to stand up and do what was right even when it was difficult? 
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SPIES ON A ROPE (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Spies on a Rope Template* (one per child), glue, scissors, yarn (10-inch piece per child), coloring tools  

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Spies on a Rope Template. Have them color and cut out all the pieces. Have 

them hole-punch the paper as marked. Then have the children string the yarn through the holes and tape it 

to the back of the spies on one end. Tape the other end to the back of the paper as shown in the craft 

sample. They then can pull the string from the back of the paper and make the spies go up and down.   

• Remind the children that God chose the unexpected. He chose Rahab to help the spies. She hid them and 

told them how to return safely home. It was also through her family that one day Jesus would be born. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Philippians 1:6b, “He who began a good work in you will bring it 

to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means for them that God chose 

the unexpected. Do they sometimes feel like God couldn’t use them? What can they do for Jesus? How can 

He use them to do great things for Him? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children play charades, guessing different ways God can use them to do great things for Him. If 

you have a group that is more quiet, you could have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Spot the Difference Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Scramble Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The children 

may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small Group. 

These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or 

don’t have time to start another activity. 
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