
 

LESSON 4

CHA  N 
REACT ON



POWER PHRASE 
God made a mighty nation!  

MEMORY VERSE 
1 Peter 2:9a, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Realize that God has chosen her! 

• Understand that she can be used by God! 

• Choose to live a holy life and be used by God! 

REMINDERS 
God knew before the creation of the world that He would have to send Jesus to be the Savior. In this series 

the children will learn the significance of several prophecies in Scripture and how they were fulfilled. The 

children will see how God used a chain of people and events to fulfill His prophecies. Each story has meaning 

on its own, but it is important to make sure the children also see how all the lessons connect. The children 

also will realize that they are a part of this amazing chain of events! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We thank 

them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Christa Humphreys for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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GOD CHOSE THE TRIBE OF JUDAH (BIBLE STORY - GENESIS 49:1 - 18, 1 Chronicles 28:4)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone 

Captivate #1 – News Flash! 

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer a 

microphone, play microphone, or hair brush to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer 

wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the 

volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Captivate #2 – Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down! 
• Stop at different points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no” answer. Ask 

them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs down for “no.” 

Introduction 

• Jacob had 12 sons. Throughout their lives there had been favoritism, jealousy, and hatred among the 

brothers. The hatred was so bad that the older 10 brothers sold their brother Joseph into slavery! But God 

had a plan for Joseph greater than the plan of his brothers. What they meant for harm, God used for good. 

Through Joseph, God saved Joseph’s family and the people of the land from a great drought. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Genesis 49:1-18, 1 Chronicles 28:4. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• These were the twelve tribes of Israel and this passage in Scripture tells how Jacob gave each son and 

tribe a specific blessing or curse. God chose Judah to be a leader and mighty nation. Through Judah’s 

descendants, Jesus one day would come. God made a mighty nation to worship Him! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share what it means to you to be chosen by God. 

• Share a time that you were able to do something “mighty” for God.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jacob shared with his 12 sons what the future held for each of them. For 

some the future held a curse, and for some it held a blessing. Each received what he deserved based on 

how he had lived his life. 

Key Points 

Our actions affect our future! 

• How we live and the choices we make will bring consequences later. Those results can be positive or 

negative. Do your actions honor God? 

• Galatians 6:7, “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.”  

• Jeremiah 17:9-10, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? ‘I the 

Lord search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of 

his deeds.’” 

• Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

We can be a part of God’s mighty nation! 

• When we ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives, we become a part of God’s family, His 

mighty nation. 

• Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

• 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” 

• Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom He has chosen as His 

heritage.” 

• Ephesians 2:19, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God.” 

We can be used by God! 

• God has done so much for us; we have an incredible opportunity to love and serve Him. 

• We can do great things for God when we honor Him in all that we do. 

• 1 Samuel 12:24, “Only fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great 

things he has done for you.” 

• 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
1 Peter 2:9a, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.” 

God chose the nation of Judah. Judah was a blessed nation because of his faithfulness to God. Each of us has 

time, treasures, and talents that we can give to others, and in doing so we can honor God! God made a mighty 

nation! God can use you! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you know that God loves you and has great things planned for you? He wants you to be a part of His 

family. Have you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• What mighty things do you do for God? Do you live each day for Him? What can you do to put God first in 

your life in all that you do? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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A MIGHTY NATION (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Timeline Visual* 

Supplies 

• Small papers, writing tools, Timeline Puzzle Pieces* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, explain that in this series we are putting together an incredible puzzle. We will see 

how each of the pieces connect and what that means for us. Review with the children the first three pieces 

of the puzzle. Have them describe what they see on each of the puzzle pieces and how they connect to 

each other. Today we will learn how God chose and used a mighty nation of Judah. From this nation would 

one day come Jesus our Savior! 

• Let’s review our chain: Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, then Judah. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 Peter 2:9a, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation.” 
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ROYAL (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a royal family* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever read books or seen movies that had a royal family in them. What did it mean 

to be part of the royal family? They were a prestigious family, one that was set apart and an honor to be a part 

of. Do you know that we can all be royalty? When we ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our 

lives, we become children of God. He is a King far greater than any king on earth. Being a child of God brings 

many blessings, but also expectations. We are His children and represent Him in all we do.  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

1 Peter 2:9a, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Chosen — selected, appointed 

Royal — family line of kings and queens 

Holy nation — all believers 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you know how much God loves you and wants you to be a part of His family? Do you want to 

become a child of God?  

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What does it mean to you to be chosen, royal, and holy? As a child of God, do you represent Him well 

in how you live your life? How can you live a holy life? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Guess Who. Pick one child to leave the group. As the child stands with her back to the group, have the 

other children quote the Memory Verse. Choose one word during the verse that a predetermined child will say 

in a funny voice. The first child will then guess who said the word in a funny voice.
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GOD’S CHILDREN (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s the Problem?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Christa 

Humphreys* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Christa Humphreys’ father was a pastor, and she grew up knowing about God and attending church. At the 

age of 12, she understood what it meant that she was a sinner and asked Jesus to forgive her sin and be 

the Lord of her life.  

• At a young age Christa knew in her heart that God was calling her to Africa one day. But because her family 

didn’t have much money, she was never able to go there on a short-term mission trip as a teenager. 

• One summer while she was in college, she worked at a camp as a horse wrangler and camp counselor. That 

summer she suddenly experienced severe stomach pain and was rushed to the hospital. Christa was in so 

much pain, she asked God to take her home to Heaven. She felt like she had no purpose for her life and 

that dreams of going to Africa would never come true. Then she felt like God was telling her it was not her 

time to go. Later she found out that she had E. coli and Shigella and had almost died. 

• While on bed rest, a friend visited her and told her about a cross-country team. After Christa recovered, she 

met some girls from the team who went to Kenya each summer.  

• In 2013 Christa took her first trip to Kenya. She was an introvert and shy, but she found that sharing her 

testimony was easier there. One of the leaders spoke to her and encouraged her to come back and 

continue to share the Gospel with the people in Kenya. Since then Christa has gone back to Kenya each 

year for 3 to 6 months. Between her visits she comes home and saves money so she can return again. 

• While in Kenya she lives with the people and builds relationships with them. One issue in Kenya is the 

problem of tribalism, similar to gangs or racism in the United States. There is conflict, violence, and killing 

just because of the tribe they belong to. Christa reminds them that they are all people created and loved by 

God. She wants to help them break the negative influence of tribalism in their country. 

• Just like Christa, we can ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. Use the “What’s the 

Problem?” Visual to review.  

• We also can realize that God has a mission field for us, even if it is in our own neighborhoods! God wants us 

to share the Gospel with those around us. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how tribalism is similar to gangs. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about how God loves each of us no matter what the color of our skin 

is or the tribe or gang we belong to. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of different ethnic children and write “God loves us all.” 

• Active Team: Have the children hop on one foot and say, “I can overcome obstacles such as tribalism or 

racism by...” and fill in the blank with what they would say.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• How many sons did Jacob have? (12) 

• Did the brothers get along? (No. There was jealousy and hatred among them.) 

• What did they do to Joseph? (They sold him as a slave.) 

• What happened to their evil plan? (God used it for good.) 

• Why did Jacob call his sons together? (He wanted to tell them what the future held for each of them.) 

• Why was it different for each of them? (It was based on how they had lived their lives.) 

• What is a blessing? (When God allows good things to happen.) 

• What is a curse? (When God allows bad things to happen.) 

• What did Jacob say to Judah? (Jacob said that Judah would be praised by his brothers and they would bow 

down to him, that Judah would defeat his enemies and no one would bother him.) 

• Did Jacob bless or curse Joseph? (Bless) 

• Through whose descendants would Jesus one day come? (Through Judah’s descendants) 

Discussion Questions 
• How do you think people are blessed or cursed today? 

• What kind of consequences do people face today for their sinful actions? 
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GLITTER ART (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Glitter Art Template* (one per child), glue, coloring tools, optional items: glitter or glitter glue, metallic 

confetti, metallic crayons  

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Glitter Art Template. Choose glittery items that you would like the children to use 

for this project. Some are less messy than others and better for younger children. Have the children 

decorate the words Chosen Race, Royal Priesthood, and Holy Nation on the paper with the metallic items.  

• Remind the children that today we learned that God used a mighty nation to bring glory to His name. He 

chose the tribe of Judah then, but He also chooses us today. He wants to use us to do great things as well!  

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 Peter 2:9a, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means for them that God chose a 

mighty nation. How can they be a part of God’s nation? Who does that nation include? Have you chosen to 

ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? Do you want to become part of God’s family; part 

of His mighty and holy nation? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children play charades, guessing different ways they can love and accept others who are different 

from them. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Crack the Code Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The children 

may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small Group. 

These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or 

don’t have time to start another activity. 
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