
 

LESSON 3

CHA  N 
REACT ON



POWER PHRASE 
God did the impossible!  

MEMORY VERSE 
Luke 1:37, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Realize how mighty God is!  

• Understand that it is only God Who can do the impossible!  

• Trust God with every area of his life! 

REMINDERS 
God knew before the creation of the world that He would have to send Jesus to be the Savior. In this series 

the children will learn the significance of several prophecies in Scripture and how they were fulfilled. The 

children will see how God used a chain of people and events to fulfill His prophecies. Each story has meaning 

on its own, but it is important to make sure the children also see how all the lessons connect. The children 

also will realize that they are a part of this amazing chain of events! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We thank 

them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Jay Cleveland for his willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of his story of how God has worked in his life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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GOD FULFILLS HIS PROMISE TO ABRAHAM (BIBLE STORY - GENESIS 15:4 - 6; 17:1 - 18:15; 21:1 - 7)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, water bottle filled with glitter and stars 

Captivate #1 – Props! 

• Use different items to help you tell the story. One item could be a water bottle filled with glitter and stars. 

Have the children try to guess how many stars are in the bottle. Show the bottle as you talk about the stars 

in the sky in the Bible Story. 

Captivate #2 – Lip Sync! 
• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose a boy to be Abraham and a girl to be 

Sarah. Have them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Introduction 

• Abram and Sarai dreamed of having a family of their own, but this dream seemed impossible. Then God 

appeared to Abram and told him to look up in the sky and try to count the stars. God promised Abram that 

he would have as many descendants as the stars. But Abram and Sarai became impatient and doubted 

God’s promise. Abram instead had a child with Sarai’s servant. He was impatient and didn’t wait for God’s 

promise to be fulfilled through Sarai. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Genesis 15:4-6; 17:1-18:15; 21:1-7. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90 when Isaac was born. God made a promise to Abraham that 

He would give him a son in His timing. God did the impossible! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share a time that you doubted God and felt something was too impossible for Him. 

• Share a time that God did the impossible in your life.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned about Abram and Sarai and how they were unable to have any children. In 

those days there were no surgeries or medicines a woman could take to have a baby. They had no hope to 

have a child of their own, but God made a promise to Abram that He would have descendants. God’s 

answers don’t always come right away; they always come in His perfect timing. God did answer Abraham's 

prayers. Abraham had a son, and through that son one day Jesus would come. God fulfilled two promises 

when Isaac was born! God did the impossible! 

Key Points 

God always answers our prayers! 

• God promises He will always hear us and answer our prayers according to His will. That means He knows 

what is best for us.  

• 1 John 5:14-15, “And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His 

will He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 

that we have asked of Him.” 

• John 15:7, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you.” 

God’s timing is perfect! 

• It is hard to be patient when we can’t see the big picture and know all the reasons why things happen as 

they do. We must trust God and His timing and that He knows what is best for us. 

• Habakkuk 2:3, “For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems 

slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.” 

• Psalm 27:14, “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” 

• Ecclesiastes 3:11, “He has made everything beautiful in its time.” 

We can trust God even if the answer isn’t what we expected! 

• God promises He will hear us and He will answer our prayers. Sometimes His answer may be “yes,” 

sometimes “no,” and sometimes “wait.” Whatever God’s answer is, we can know that He will be there with us 

and knows what is best for us. 

• Micah 7:7, “But as for me, I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.”  

• James 4:3, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
God did the impossible for Abraham and gave him a son. There may be things in our lives that seem 

impossible, but we can trust that God will answer our prayers for the best. He can do the impossible for us just 

like He did for Abraham! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Are there things that seem impossible happening in your life? Do you know that God wants to answer your 

prayers and be a part of your life? Have you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the 

Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We all have sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you have things that seem impossible in your life? Have you prayed and asked God to do the impossible 

for you?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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IMPOSSIBLE PRAYER (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Timeline Visual* 

Supplies 

• Small papers, writing tools, Timeline Puzzle Pieces* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, explain that in this series we are putting together an incredible puzzle. We will see 

how each of the pieces connect and what that means for us. Review with the children the first two pieces of 

the puzzle. Have them describe what they see on each of the puzzle pieces and how they connect to each 

other. Today we will learn how God did the impossible for a man and his wife. Abraham was a descendant of 

Noah. He and his wife were unable to have children. If they did not have a child, the chain would end with 

them. We will see how God responds to their prayer and if He does the impossible for them! 

• Let’s review our chain: Adam & Eve, Noah, then Abraham. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Luke 1:37, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Mission Impossible sign* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have ever seen a movie or been in a program where they used the term “Mission 

Impossible.” Ask them what they think that term means. A mission that is impossible is one where there is no 

chance of success or completion. Sometimes we experience things in life that are impossible. Ask the children 

to share something they think is impossible. The only answer to those situations is God. God is the only One 

Who can do the impossible! There is nothing that is impossible for God! 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Luke 1:37, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Nothing — not anything, no single thing 

Impossible — no answer, no solution 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you believe that God can do the impossible? Do you want to put your trust in Him and ask Him to 

forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Are there things in your life that seem impossible? Have you prayed and trusted God to answer your 

prayers? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 
Play Puzzle Pieces. Have the children cut the paper into sections to create puzzle pieces; the younger 

children may need help. Have the children put the puzzle together and create the shape that helps them 

apply the verse. You also can make it a race or time the children.
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SECOND CHANCE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s the Solution?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Jay Cleveland* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Disclaimer: 

• This story touches on sensitive topics that may be realities for some of the individuals we have the privilege 

of interacting with. We believe it is necessary to discuss these things with the older children, but they may 

not be appropriate for a younger audience. Some bullet points below provide alternative wording in 

parentheses that still communicates the story while withholding certain details and concepts. 

Instruction and Application 
• Jay Cleveland grew up in Alabama. His parents had divorced, and his dad left when he was only a 1-year-

old. He moved constantly with his mom who was in and out of different relationships. Jay started getting in 

trouble, so his grandparents put him in a Christian school, only to be expelled and then sent to an 

alternative school. This school and these new kids were an even worse influence for Jay. He joined a gang 

and was arrested for stealing. The court sent him to live with his grandparents, but nothing changed.  

• Jay was getting into more and more trouble. He listened to bad music, he set things on fire, trashed houses, 

drank, and did drugs, while his mom would leave him at home unsupervised. 

• At 15, Jay was deep into gangs. He was arrested for a drive-by shooting. During this time, Jay’s grandfather 

passed away, and in handcuffs he was escorted to the funeral by guards. 

• Two weeks out of juvenile detention, Jay created a grand theft auto plan that went wrong (skip) and three 

people were shot. Jay was sent to adult prison and was looking at 20 years to life in prison. One night he 

was sitting in his bed, scared for his life. He heard a plea bargain in his head: “Would he give up his soul to 

get out tomorrow?” His answer was “no.” He told God that if He was real, He could have his life, even if it 

meant spending every day in prison. 

• Shortly after that, Jay appeared in court. A new lawyer was able to help Jay plead to lesser charges, where 

he spent five years on probation at a program in Nashville. God gave Jay a second chance at life! 

• While Jay was there, he learned about God and asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be his Savior! During his 

time there, Jay grew in his faith and went to college. Jay is now married and has a family. He is helping 

others who were as hopeless as he was. He tells them about Jesus.  

• Just like Jay, we are all sinners and our only hope is in Jesus Christ. Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visuals 

to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss choices they have made that had serious consequences.  

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about what sin is. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw the word forgiveness and write what it means to be forgiven.  

• Active Team: Have the children play charades using key words from this activity.

8   |   SMALL GROUP



FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• What promise did God give to Abram? (He would have a child.) 

• What did God compare his descendants to? (Stars in the sky) 

• Why did Abram not trust God’s promise? (It was taking too long, and he and Sarai were getting older.) 

• How old was Abram when God appeared to him a second time? (99 years old) 

• What did God promise Abram? (That if he obeyed God, he would have more descendants than could be 

counted) 

• What did God change Abram’s name to? (Abraham) 

• What did God change Sarai’s name to? (Sarah) 

• Who was one of the three men who visited Abraham and Sarah? (God Himself) 

• What did Sarah do when she heard Him say she would have a child? (She laughed.) 

• When would they have a child? (By the same time next year) 

• Did God keep His promise? (Yes) 

• What was their son’s name? (Isaac) 

Discussion Questions 
• When have you doubted whether God heard your prayers? 

• What should you do if you feel like your prayers aren’t being answered? 
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STARS IN THE SKY (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Stars in the Sky Template* (one per child), black construction paper (1 piece per child), star stickers, coloring 

tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each child a Stars in the Sky Template, black construction paper, and some star stickers. Have them 

color and cut out the page. Then have them attach it to the black construction paper as shown in the craft 

sample. Have the children put star stickers in the sky.  

• Remind the children that today we learned how God did the impossible for Abraham. He and Sarah were 

unable to have children; it was physically impossible. But God made a promise to Abraham that he would be 

a father of many nations, as many as the stars in the sky. God did the impossible and gave Abraham and 

Sarah a son named Isaac! Through Abraham’s descendants would one day come Jesus, Who would be our 

Savior!  

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Luke 1:37, “For nothing will be impossible with God.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means for them that God did the 

impossible. Do they believe that God can do the impossible? Are there impossible things in their lives that 

they need God to do? Have they prayed and asked God to help them? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children play charades, guessing different impossible things that God can do. If you have a group 

that is more quiet, you could have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Object Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Search Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The children 

may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small Group. 

These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or 

don’t have time to start another activity. 
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