
 

LESSON 10

CHA  N 
REACT ON



POWER PHRASE 
Jesus promised to come again! 

MEMORY VERSE 
1 John 2:28b, “Abide in Him, so that when He appears we may have confidence and not shrink from Him in 

shame at His coming.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Realize that Jesus promised He will come again! 

• Believe that believers will spend eternity with God in Heaven! 

• Choose to accept Jesus as his Lord and Savior! 

REMINDERS 
God knew before the creation of the world that He would have to send Jesus to be the Savior. In this series 

the children will learn the significance of several prophecies in Scripture and how they were fulfilled. The 

children will see how God used a chain of people and events to fulfill His prophecies. Each story has meaning 

on its own, but it is important to make sure the children also see how all the lessons connect. The children 

also will realize that they are a part of this amazing chain of events! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk children. We thank 

them for the time they have invested in these children. 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
A special thanks to Jessi McLean for her willingness to impact thousands of children with the Gospel by 

sharing part of her story of how God has worked in her life. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded 

for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS PROPHESIES THAT HE WILL COME AGAIN (BIBLE STORY - MATTHEW 24:1 - 36)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone 

Captivate #1 – News Flash! 

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer a 

microphone, play microphone, or hair brush to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer 

wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the 

volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Captivate #2 – Key Word! 
• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, share with the children an 

action or sound effect to use for each of the key words. Then as you tell the story, make sure to repeat 

these words often. For example, when you say Jesus, the children say returning, or when you say when, the 

children say no one knows when. 

Introduction 

• One day, Jesus’ disciples came up to Him and pointed out the Temple that was being built. Jesus said, “See 

all these things? What I’m about to tell you is true. Not one stone here will be left on top of another. Every 

stone will be thrown to the ground.” Jesus was prophesying that the Temple would be destroyed – not even 

a stone on top of another. His prophecy would come true. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Matthew 24:1-36. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Jesus promised He would come again. The things of this world will be destroyed or die, but we have the 

hope and promise that Jesus will return. Jesus reminds us that no one knows the day or hour that He will 

return, not even the angels in Heaven. So we need to keep watch and be ready! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share what it means to you that Jesus will come again one day. 

• Share what you are looking forward to in Heaven, including spending forever with Jesus.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned that Jesus promised He would come again, but we don’t know exactly when 

or how. He also warned us that there would be many people trying to fool us, claiming to be the Messiah. 

Although difficult times are ahead, He promises that if we remain faithful, we will be saved. We can look 

forward to spending eternity with Jesus in Heaven! 

Key Points 

Jesus is coming! 

• Jesus promised He would come again for those who have asked Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord 

of their life. He has prepared a place for them in Heaven, to spend eternity with Him. 

• John 14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 

am you may be also.”  

• Hebrews 9:28, “So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not 

to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”  

We must be ready! 

• We do not know the day nor the hour that Jesus will return. 

• We must live each day as if it is the day Jesus will return. We must be ready.  

• Matthew 24:42, “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” 

• 2 Peter 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, 

and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 

will be exposed.” 

We’ll live forever with Jesus! 

• Jesus promises that He will take those who are ready home with Him to Heaven. 

• Heaven is beyond anything we could ever imagine! 

• We will spend eternity there with Him. 

• Colossians 3:4, “When Christ Who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”  

• John 14:2, “In My Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 

a place for you?”  

• 1 Corinthians 2:9, “But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love Him.’”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Jesus promised He would come again. Are we going to be ready when He comes, or will we be left behind? 

In this series we’ve seen how God created a chain of people that led to Jesus. They impacted many lives. 

What part of the chain will you be? What impact can you have for God? 

Romans 11:29, “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you know that the greatest gift we can ever receive is forgiveness for our sin? Have you made the 

choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, 

and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you live each day as if Jesus will come back soon? Do you tell others about Jesus so they can be ready 

for His return too?  

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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HE’S COMING BACK (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Timeline Visual* 

Supplies 

• Small papers, writing tools, Timeline Puzzle Pieces*, ME Puzzle Piece (one per child)* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, explain that in this series we are putting together an incredible puzzle. We will see 

how each of the pieces connect and what that means for us. Review with the children the first nine pieces of 

the puzzle. Have them describe what they see on each of the puzzle pieces and talk about how they are 

connected to each other. Today we will learn how Jesus promised that He would return one day. We don’t 

know when or where, but we know that He is coming back for all those who have asked Jesus to forgive 

their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

• First, there is a piece we are going to add in this puzzle right before the one for when Jesus returns. This 

piece in the puzzle is you! God created you and has a plan for your life. What can you do to make an impact 

for God in the world around you? Allow the children time to draw a picture of themselves in this puzzle 

piece. Encourage them to think of ways they can serve God and impact the lives of others. 

• Let’s review our chain: Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, Judah, Rahab, Ruth, David, Mary, Jesus, ME, then Jesus 

returns! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 John 2:28b, “Abide in Him, so that when He appears we may 

have confidence and not shrink from Him in shame at His coming.” 
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ARE YOU READY (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a messy house vs. a clean house* 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if their families ever had people come over to visit. What would happen if they showed up a 

day early and your house was a mess? Would you be embarrassed? Would you meet them outside your door 

and ask them if they could come back another time? The Bible tells us that we need to live like Jesus is with 

us always, not be embarrassed or ashamed by the way we are living. We aren’t talking about actually keeping 

our house clean, but having a clean heart and living in a way that honors God. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

1 John 2:28b, “Abide in Him, so that when He appears we may have confidence and not shrink from Him in 

shame at His coming.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Abide— follow, obey 

Confidence — no doubts 

Shame — ashamed, distressed that you were not prepared 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 
Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Are you abiding in Jesus? Are you ready for Him to return? Have you asked Jesus to be the Lord of 

your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

Are you ready for Jesus’ return? Are you living like Jesus could return any day? What, if anything, 

should look different? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Unscramble. Write the words of the Memory Verse on individual strips of paper. Lay the words on the floor 

and let the children put them in order. If you have two sets, the children can be divided into teams and race to 

finish putting their puzzles together. 
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SEE YOU AGAIN (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “Who Is God?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Jessi McLean* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Jessi McLean grew up in a loving home with her parents and three brothers. She was especially close to 

her oldest brother Shawn. Jessi grew up going to church and learning about God. She asked Jesus to 

forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life when she was a young girl.  

• When Jessi was 11, her family faced a horrible loss and incredible pain. Her brother Shawn, who was about 

to be a senior in high school, had an accident at work. He was not coming home. Jessi has fragmented 

memories from that time. The pain was crippling. She didn’t know how to deal with her emotions and loss. 

The night of Shawn’s funeral Jessi was hysterical. She had a vision of Shawn, and he told her everything 

would be okay, but he was not coming back. 

• Everyone in her family was struggling. Her mom was absent. Her brother was angry. Jessi tried to pretend 

she was fine, but she wasn’t. At camp her youth pastor told her she needed to let go of her anger towards 

God. She was mad that God had taken her brother.  

• She eventually realized that God wasn’t punishing her. Through her hurt, she realized that God was real. He 

was her Heavenly Father Who loved her very much, and she could trust Him.  

• Jessi finally began to heal. Her anger went away. She learned to be happy again, and she learned to trust 

God even when she didn’t understand why things happened the way they did. Jessi will always miss Shawn 

but is thankful she will see him again one day in Heaven. 

• Just like Jessi, we can know who God is and trust Him even when we don’t understand. We also can have 

hope that we will spend eternity with God in Heaven, along with those we love who know Jesus. Use the 

“Who is God?” visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss losses they have experienced and how God can bring comfort and 

healing. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about who God is and how they can know Him personally. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of Heaven and describe what they think it might be like. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. If a child gets caught moving, have her say what she 

thinks Heaven might be like or explain how a person can go to Heaven. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• What did Jesus say would happen to the Temple? (Every stone would be knocked down.) 

• Where was Jesus sitting? (On the Mount of Olives) 

• What did the disciples want to know? (When Jesus would return and what signs they should look for) 

• What did Jesus tell them to be careful of? (Being fooled) 

• What will many people claim? (They are the Messiah) 

• If people aren’t strong, what will they do? (Turn away from their faith) 

• What will increase or grow? (Evil) 

• What will happen to those who stay strong in their faith? (They will be saved.) 

• Where can lightning be seen if it comes from the east? (In the west) 

• On what will the Son of Man come? (The clouds of Heaven) 

• What will the angels blow? (A loud trumpet) 

• From what should we learn? (The fig tree) 

• What do we not know? (The day or the hour that Jesus will return) 

Discussion Questions 
• How can we be ready for when Jesus returns? How can you help others be ready for when Jesus returns?  

• How can we keep eternity in mind while we live our lives here on earth? 
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CLOCK (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Clock Template* (one per child); glue; scissors; brad clips; writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Clock Template and a brad clip. Have the children color and cut out all of the 

pieces. Then have them assemble the clock as shown in the Craft sample. Put the brad clips through the 

center of the clock hands and through the center of the clock face. Bend both of the ends back. Then have 

them put the feet of the clock on by sliding them into the grooves of the clock. 

• Tell the children that this clock can be a reminder that we won’t know the day or the hour that Jesus will 

return. Jesus promised us that He will come again. We need to be ready at all times. He is coming to 

retrieve all those who have received forgiveness and have become children of God. They will spend 

eternity with Him in Heaven. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 1 John 2:28b, “Abide in Him, so that when He appears we may 

have confidence and not shrink from Him in shame at His coming.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what it means for them that Jesus 

promised He will come again. Are they ready for Jesus to return? Do they live their lives like Jesus could 

return any day? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children play charades, guessing different ways they can tell someone about Heaven and how 

they can one day spend eternity there with Jesus. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could have 

them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. The children 

may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small Group. 

These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or 

don’t have time to start another activity. 
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