AT A GLANCE

POWER PHRASE
I can be a cheerful giver!

MEMORY VERSE
2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES
For supporting doctrines see Novo’s Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.

GOALS
The child will...
•

Realize he has many things to be thankful for!

•

Know that his time, treasures, and talents are gifts from God!
Choose to be a cheerful giver!

•

REMINDERS
During the holiday season, it is easy to become busy with all the decorations, food, events, and
traditions. This Thanksgiving, we encourage you to slow down and reflect on all that God has done
for you and through you. We are thankful that you take the time to mentor these children so they
can know and love God! You are truly a blessing!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development
of this lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked extensively with at-risk
children. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children.
The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the
individuals.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be
downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Visuals
•

Bible Story Visuals*

Supplies
Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone
Captivate #1 – News Flash!

•

•

Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the
volunteer a microphone, play microphone, or hair brush to use as a microphone. You also could
have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. This
activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance.

Captivate #2 – Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down!
•

Stop at diﬀerent points during the story and ask the children a question that has a “yes” or “no”

LARGE GROUP CONTENT

A BOY GIVES HIS LUNCH (MARK 6:30-44; JOHN 6:1-15)

answer. Ask them to show their answer by putting their thumbs up for “yes” and their thumbs
down for “no.”
Introduction
•
The disciples had been sharing the Gospel, which is the message that Jesus came, lived a
perfect life, died for our sins, and rose from the dead so we can have a relationship with God.
Many people followed the disciples and learned from them. The disciples came to Jesus and told
Him all they had done and what they had taught the people. Then Jesus told them He wanted
them to go away to a desolate place away from everyone so they could rest for awhile. They
were often so busy that they didn’t even have time to eat. They were also dealing with the recent
death of Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, who was murdered because of his faith.
Story
•

Retell the story from Mark 6:30-44 and John 6:1-15.

See Bible Story Script.
Conclusion

•

•

The people experienced Jesus perform a miracle that day. Over 5,000 men, plus women and
children, were fed from the five loaves and two fish the boy gave Jesus! The boy easily could
have thought, “Why bother? What I have is nothing compared to what is needed.” Instead, he was
willing to give what he had. This young boy shows us what it means to be a cheerful giver and to
use the gifts God gives us to bless others. Through this miracle, many saw and believed that
Jesus truly was the Messiah!

TESTIMONY
•

Share abilities that God has given you that you can use to bless others.

•

Share an example of when you gave your time to help someone else and how it honored God.
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LARGE GROUP CONTENT

CHALLENGE
Visuals
•

Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual*

Supplies
Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*
Introduction

•

•

In our Bible Story, we learned how a boy was willing to share the very small amount he had. He
didn’t do it grudgingly or to draw attention to himself. He didn’t keep his lunch and justify it by
saying it wouldn’t make a diﬀerence anyway since he had only a few loaves and some fish.
Instead, he gave all he had and allowed God to use and multiply it to feed thousands of
people! We all have an opportunity to use our time, treasures, and talents to honor God! We
can be cheerful givers!

Key Points
I can give my time!
•

There are 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week, and 365 days in a year. There is plenty of time
to be used by God, but we must be wise with our time. For example, maybe you could give the
time you would usually watch TV or play video games and instead watch your younger siblings
so your mom can get dinner ready.

•

God wants us to make the best use of our time.

•

Ephesians 5:15-16a, “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the
best use of the time.”

•

It is easy to fill our time and say we are too busy to do things for God. We have to choose to
make God a priority. Choosing to put God first is the key. We need to do things for God while
we have the opportunity.

•
•

Colossians 4:5, “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.”
You can be a cheerful giver by using your time to serve others and honor God!

I can give my treasures!
•

When we talk about treasures, we aren’t talking just about money. Our treasures are the things
we have that we can give or use to bless others and honor God. Maybe you just outgrew a
coat and can give it to your friend who doesn’t have one. Maybe you can share your lunch with
someone who forgot his lunch at home.

•

God has given us treasures so we can give to others who need them. By doing this, we show
them God’s love.

•

•
•
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Hebrews 13:16, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God.”
You can be a cheerful giver by sharing your treasures to bless others and honor God!

I can give my talents!
•

Ask yourself, “What do I do well, and how can I do those things in a way that will serve others
and honor God?” Maybe you are athletic and you could help the boy down the street learn to
ride a bike. Maybe you are great at math and could help the girl in your class who struggles
with multiplication. Maybe you are an artist and you could make cards to encourage someone.

•

God has given each of us diﬀerent abilities. He wants us to use those abilities to serve others
and honor Him.

•

1 Peter 4:10, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God’s varied grace.”

•

You can be a cheerful giver by using your talents to serve others and honor God!

Conclusion
•

LARGE GROUP CONTENT

CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

God has blessed each of us with time, treasures, and talents that we can give to others and, in
doing so, honor God! He wants us to be cheerful givers. He wants us to give, not because we
have to, but because we want to. However, we must make a choice to be generous in giving
our time, treasures, and talents.

•

2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Invitation
For the unsaved child:
•

Do you know that the greatest gift we can ever receive is forgiveness for our sin? Have you
made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?

•

God sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have
all sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do
that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2
Corinthians 5:21).

•

Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like
to ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives.

For the saved child:
•

Are you a cheerful giver? Do you give your time, talents, and treasures to bless others and
honor God?

•

Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.

5

SMALL GROUP CONTENT

TIME, TREASURES, AND TALENTS (ARRIVING ACTIVITY)
Supplies
Small papers, writing tools, “Time, Treasures, and Talents” category cards*
Instructions and Application
•

As the children arrive, set out the three category cards. Explain to the children that today we
are talking about thanksgiving. There are two parts to thanksgiving. The first part is being
thankful for all God has given us and has done for us. The second part is giving! God blesses
each of us in many diﬀerent ways and gives us an opportunity to bless others. Explain that they
are going to learn how they can use their time, treasures, and talents to give to others and
honor God. Give the children an opportunity to explain what they think time, treasures, and
talents mean. Time is literally “time,” giving our time to do something for others. Time could be
visiting your grandma when she is sick or staying after class to help pick up the trash. Talents
are the abilities God has given us that we can use to bless others. Talents could be singing in
the kids choir at church or helping your little sister learn to read. Treasures are the things we
have that we can give to others. Treasures could be sharing your snack with someone who is
hungry or giving one of your extra pencils to a friend in class who ran out.

•

Have the children take turns writing something on the paper and reading what it says. Then
have them place their paper with the category it would fall under.

•

Review the Memory Verse with the children. 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
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Visuals
•

Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a cheerful giver*

Supplies
•

Bible

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic
A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!)
Ask the children if they have ever been asked to do something but really didn’t want to do it. What
was their attitude? What kind of eﬀort did they put into what they were doing? Did they give 100
percent or just try to get it over with? Show the picture of the cheerful giver. Ask the children to
share what they see and what the person’s attitude reflects. Our verse teaches us that we need to

SMALL GROUP CONTENT

CHEERFUL GIVER (MEMORY VERSE)

have the right attitude. We shouldn’t grumble and complain, but be excited that we can do
something that will help others and honor God.
G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching comes from the Bible.)
2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.)
Decided in his heart — intentionally deciding
Reluctantly — unwillingly, with hesitation
Under compulsion — forced by someone else to do something
Cheerful giver — gladly giving without hesitation (our time, treasure, and talents to others)
I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”)
Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child)
Have you asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life? Do you want to use your time,
treasures, and talents to honor God? What does that look like for you?
Saved child (questions to ask a saved child)
Do you use your time, treasures, and talents to honor God? Do you give with the right
attitude or do it grudgingly? How can you use these gifts to honor God more?
N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children memorize it.)
Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times.
Memory Game
Play Crazy Stand Ups. “Everyone who… say the verse.” Fill in the space with diﬀerent
characteristics such as “is wearing green,” “is six years old,” etc. The children respond by standing
to say the verse.
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GIVE (GOSPEL PRESENTATION)
Visuals
•

“Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Marla
Manous*

Supplies
•
Bible, paper, writing tools
Instruction and Application
•

Marla Manous grew up in a single-parent home in California. Her mom raised her and her
sisters to know and love God. When Marla was 6 years old, she realized the true meaning of
Christmas and asked Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life that night.

•

Marla’s mom provided well for their family. They were not wealthy, but they had all that they
needed. However, when Marla was 12, their home situation changed drastically because of
financial conflict with her mom’s company. They went from living comfortably to losing
everything. Over the next five years they moved 17 times.

•

Marla had asked Jesus to forgive her sins at a young age, and asked Him to be the Lord of her
life. Marla sometimes questioned why God would allow them to go through such a diﬃcult time.
In her distress, she began to struggle with an eating disorder. When Marla was a sophomore in
high school, God brought someone into her life to mentor her. Her mentor helped her to grow
stronger in her faith and showed her how to listen to God and allow Him to lead her life. From
that time forward, God brought healing and spiritual growth into Marla’s life.

•

Today Marla has a heart to serve God and help others. She is obedient when God gives her
opportunities, even when they are diﬃcult or require her to give something up. Marla uses her
talent to cut and style hair, to share God’s love, and to encourage girls who wouldn’t be able to
aﬀord having their hair done.

•

Marla and her husband eventually moved to Oklahoma to be close to family. Soon after they
moved, Marla’s sister died, and Marla and her husband decided to take their three nephews
into their home and raise them. They believed that God was giving them an opportunity to
teach the boys about His love and grace.

•

Just like Marla, we need to allow Jesus to be the Lord of our lives, guiding us each and every
day. Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review.

•

We also have an opportunity every day to honor God. What abilities and opportunities has God
given you that you can use to honor Him? Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review.

Discussion
•

Older Team: Have the children discuss the opportunities and abilities God has given them.

•

Younger Team: Have the children take turns saying “I thank God for” and then say something
they are thankful for.

•

Quiet Team: Have the children write the word give on their papers. Around the word give have
them write things they can do that show God’s love to others.

•

Active Team: Have the children spell give using their writing tools to create the letters. Have
them share ways they can give to others and show God’s love.
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Supplies
•

Review Questions*

Large Group Review Questions
•
•

What did the disciples tell Jesus about? (All they had done and what they taught)
Why did Jesus want them to go to a deserted place? (To rest)

•

They were so busy that they didn’t even have time to do what? (Eat)

•

Where did they go? (To the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias)

•

Why did the people follow Jesus? (They wanted to learn from Him and were sad about the
death of Jesus’ cousin.)

•

How much money would it take to feed all the people who were there that day? (Half a year’s
salary)

•

How much food did the boy have? (Five loaves and two fish)

•

Who told Jesus about the boy? (Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter)

•

What question did Andrew ask Jesus? (What good would five loaves and two fish be for so
many people?)

•

What size groups did they sit in? (Fifities and hundreds)

•

What did Jesus do with the food? (He gave thanks to God the Father, divided it, and gave it to

SMALL GROUP CONTENT

FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS)

the people.)
•

How many people were fed? (About 5,000 men, along with many women and children)

•

How much food was left over? (Twelve baskets)

Discussion Questions
•

Why do you think it matters what our attitude is when we give to others?

•

What do you think might keep people from giving to others?
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CANDY CORN (CRAFT)
Visuals
•

Craft sample*

Supplies
•

Cheerful Giver Template* (one per child); glue; scissors; orange, yellow, and white tissue paper;
writing tools

Instructions and Application
•

In advance cut the tissue paper into squares (one-inch squares if they are just going to glue
them onto the paper, two-inch squares if they are going to use the pencil to make a raised
design on the paper).

•

Remind the children that today we learned how God wants us to be a cheerful giver. We have
the opportunity to use our time, treasures, and talents to honor God. Hand out the Cheerful
Giver paper along with the tissue paper, glue, and pencils. Have the children glue the tissue
paper in the squares: yellow on the bottom, orange in the middle, and white on top. To create
the raised design, have the children wrap the two-inch tissue paper squares around the bottom
of a pencil (as shown on the craft sample) and then glue them onto the paper in rows.

•

Explain to the children that the three parts of the candy corn can remind us of the three things
we can honor God with by cheerfully giving to others our time, treasures, and talents!

•

Review the Memory Verse with the children. 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
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Supplies
•

“What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools

Activity #1
•

Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write ways to use time, treasures,
and talents to honor God. An example might be: TIME! I can rake leaves after school for the
elderly lady that lives next door. TALENTS! I can make a get-well card for my grandma because
she’s not feeling well. TREASURES! I can let my sister borrow my bike because hers is broken.

Activity #2
•

Have the children play charades, guessing diﬀerent ways they can use their time, treasures,
and talents to honor God. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have
them draw a picture instead.

SMALL GROUP CONTENT

WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES)

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES)
Supplies
•

Additional Activity #1: Coloring Pages*

•

Additional Activity #2: Roll A Turkey Game*
Additional Activity #3: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page*

•
•

Additional Activity #4: Crossword Activity Page*

Instruction and Application
•

These activities are to be used with your team, as time allows, to reinforce the lesson
concepts. The children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to
you teach during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great
for moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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