
LESSON 10 
I CAN RECEIVE MY PRIZE!



Power Phrase 
I can receive my prize! 

Memory Verse 
Philippians 3:14, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Supporting Doctrines 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

Goals 
The child will... 

• Understand that she needs to ask Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life! 

• Realize that her reward will be spending forever with Jesus in Heaven! 

• Choose to tell others about Jesus so they too can go to Heaven! 

Reminders 
The theme of this series is Run the Race. Throughout the series there will be discussions, activities, and 

challenges physically. These are important because they will help the children better understand the application 

to their spiritual “race.” This final lesson is about receiving our prize. The prize isn’t money or earthly goods; it is 

being able to spend forever with Jesus in Heaven. Everything we endure before then is worth it to be with Jesus. 

Acknowledgements 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this lesson: 

Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, Daniel Weaver, 

Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma City’s inner city. 

Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the individuals. 

Additional Resources 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be downloaded for 

printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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Stephen’s Faithfulness (Bible Story — Acts 6-7) 
Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, poster board, markers 

Captivate #1 - Picture It! 

• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the story as you tell it. The volunteer does not necessarily have 

to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or specific actions for 

parts of the story. 

Captivate #2 - Key Word! 

• Identify several key words you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, share with the children an 

action or sound effect to use for each of the key words. Then as you tell the story, make sure to repeat these 

words often. For example, when you say “Stephen,” the children say “martyr,” or when you say “reward,” the 

children say “Heaven.” 

Introduction 

• Stephen was one of the great men of faith in the early church. Though he never met Jesus, he wanted to live 

for Jesus and serve those in the church. Stephen was chosen to look out for the widows who were being 

cared for in Jerusalem. Some of the widows were being overlooked and neglected. Stephen and six other 

men, who were men “full of faith and the Holy Spirit,” were given the responsibility to take care of these 

widows. 

Story 

• Retell the story from Acts 6-7. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Stephen knew what God had called him to do. He also knew that following God would not be easy and he 

would face persecution for it. But Stephen wasn’t afraid to stand up for what he believed, because he knew his 

reward would be in Heaven. He knew spending forever with Jesus in Heaven was the best prize! 

Testimony 
• Share how you realized you were a sinner and needed to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of 

your life. 

• Share how important it is to you that your friends and family know Jesus so they can spend forever in Heaven.
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Challenge 
Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned that Stephen endured many things because of his faith. He stood strong in his 

beliefs and was even willing to lose his life to do so. Stephen received his reward. He will spend forever with 

Jesus in Heaven. That is the best prize! 

Key Points 

I can do nothing to earn my reward! 

• There is nothing we can do to earn God’s love and forgiveness. It is a gift freely given to us by God. But just 

like any gift, it isn’t ours if we don’t accept it. Anyone can receive forgiveness for sins. All she has to do is 

admit she has sinned and ask Jesus to forgive her and be the Lord of her life. Jesus is the only way to receive 

forgiveness and spend eternity with Him in Heaven. 

• Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

My reward is being with Jesus! 

• There is no greater reward than a life with Jesus. Not only will we get to spend forever with Him in Heaven, but 

He is by our side through our life here on earth. We get to know Him, love Him, and serve Him here. We don’t 

have to wait until we get to Heaven! 

• James 1:12, “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.” 

I can help others receive their reward! 

• There is nothing here on earth that we can bring with us to Heaven. We can’t bring our home, our money, or 

any other belongings. We can tell others about Jesus so they too can go to Heaven. 

• God calls us to share the Gospel with others. He wants us to let them know that they too can be forgiven of 

their sins and spend eternity with Jesus. 

• Mark 16:15, “And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.’” 

• Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under Heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved.”
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Challenge (continued) 
Conclusion 

Doing what is right and serving God won’t always be easy. Sometimes it may be very difficult. But God promises 

our reward will be in Heaven, where we will spend forever with Him. He calls us to tell others about Him so they 

too can spend eternity in Heaven with Him. 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to spend forever with Jesus in Heaven? The greatest prize you will ever receive is being forgiven 

of your sins and spending forever with Jesus in Heaven. Because of Jesus, we can admit we have sinned and 

ask Him to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus to 

forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you know anyone that doesn’t know Jesus and hasn’t received forgiveness for sins by accepting Him as 

the Lord of his life? Take the time to tell that person about Jesus so he too can spend eternity with Jesus. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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Olympics (Arriving Activity) 
Visuals 

• Picture of an Olympic podium* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the people standing on the Olympic podium. Ask the children 

if they have ever watched the Olympics. What medals do the athletes earn for first, second, and third places? 

These Olympians take great pride in representing their countries and accomplishing their goals. They are 

proud of the medals they receive.  

• Today we will learn how our reward is so much greater than a medal we can hang around our necks or a 

trophy we can put on a shelf. God has called us to be His children and to live for Him. We can receive the prize 

He is offering to all those who become His children. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Philippians 3:14, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
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Called Up (Memory Verse) 

Visuals 

• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a baseball player* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

In our Bible Story we learned how Stephen was faithful to Jesus to the very end. Ask the children if they ever 

watch Major League Baseball. Often players will play Minor League Baseball and hope for the opportunity to get 

called up to the Major Leagues. This is the ultimate goal for a baseball player. For Christians, the prize we are 

waiting for is when we get to spend forever with Jesus in Heaven. We don’t know how long we will be on earth, 

so we need to do our best to live for Jesus while we can. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Philippians 3:14, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Press on toward the goal — don’t give up, serve God, living a life of holiness 

The prize — receive forgiveness and Jesus as Lord of your life, spend forever with Him in Heaven  

Upward call — Jesus’ return for His children 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you want to spend forever with Jesus in Heaven? Do you want to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and 

be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you help others know about Jesus?  

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Unscramble. Write the words of the verse on individual strips of paper. Lay the words on the floor, and let the 

children put them in order. If you have two sets, the children can be divided into teams and race to finish putting 

their puzzle together. 
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Rewards in Heaven (Gospel Presentation) 
Visuals 

• “Who is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Alicia Miranda* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Alicia Miranda was raised by parents who taught her about the love of Jesus at a young age. When she was 7 

years old, her dad read the story of Nicodemus to her family. Nicodemus had come to Jesus one night and he 

learned how he needed Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. Alicia understood what the story 

was about and she decided that just like Nicodemus, she needed a Savior. She asked Jesus to forgive her sins 

and be her Savior!  

• Since then, God has shown Alicia that He is her Lord Who is in control. He was her Guide when she went on a 

mission trip to Belize with a group of people she didn’t know. He was her Comforter when her dad died from 

cancer. He is her Provider now that she is a full-time missionary in Belize, where she teaches children to read 

and shows them the love of Jesus. Because God is important to her, she has chosen to be a part of helping 

others know Jesus so they can also spend eternity with Him. There is no greater prize than spending eternity 

with Jesus! 

• Just like Alicia, we can know who God is and understand that He loves us and wants to be the Lord of our 

lives. Use the “Who is God?” Visual to review. 

• Alicia is using what she has learned to tell others about Jesus. We too need to GROW as believers and tell 

others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 

• Older Team: Have the children discuss how we can spend eternity with God and what Heaven might be like. 

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day.” Talk about how they can GROW to be 

more like Jesus. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of Heaven and describe what they think it might be like. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Go, Go, Stop. If a child gets caught moving, have her say what she thinks 

Heaven might be like or explain how a person can go to Heaven. 
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Flashback (Review Questions) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Who did Stephen minister to? (The widows) 

• Who was Stephen brought before? (The Sanhedrin) 

• What was Stephen not afraid to do? (Tell the truth) 

• What was Stephen’s face like? (The face of an angel) 

• What did Stephen see? (The glory of God) 

• Why did the religious leaders cover their ears? (They didn’t want to listen to Stephen.) 

• What did they do to Stephen? (They threw stones at him.) 

• What did Stephen pray? (Lord, do not hold this against them.) 

• What is a martyr? (Someone who dies for what he or she believes in) 

Discussion Questions 

• How would you handle it today if someone threatened to kill you because you believed in Jesus? 

• What do martyrs today experience? 
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Card (Craft) 

Visuals 

• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Jesus Loves You Card Template* (one per child), coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Jesus Loves You Card Template and have them color it. Then have them decide 

who they want to tell about Jesus. Have them write a personal note to that person inside the card. 

• Remind the children that God has called them to tell others the Gospel, that Jesus loves them and wants to 

forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. They too can spend eternity with Jesus in Heaven. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Philippians 3:14, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
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What’s The Point? (Application Activities) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each of the children a “What’s the Point?” card. Remind them of the physical goal you set to reach by the 

end of the curriculum series. Have the children discuss how their weekly challenge went the past week and 

what improvements they have seen. What difficulties did they run into? Remind them that through training, 

discipline, and hard work we can reach our goals. Discuss how the physical challenge will help them reach 

their long-term goal.  

Activity #2 

• Have the children discuss what they learned today about how they can receive the prize. Have them write 

what their spiritual goal is and how they can accomplish it. What is the prize they are seeking? 

Now What? (Additional Activity) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page*  

• Additional Activity #2: Crack the Code Activity Page*  

• Additional Activity #3: Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Page*  

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small Group. 

These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are transitioning or 

don’t have time to start another activity. 
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