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POWER PHRASE 
I can be forgiven for my sins! 

MEMORY VERSE 
John 3:17, “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through Him.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at www.novoministries.org/statement-of-faith.  

GOALS 
The child will… 

• Understand the true events of the Easter story! 

• Realize that Jesus is the only One Who can forgive sin! 

• Choose to ask Jesus to forgive his sin and be the Lord of his life! 

REMINDERS 
The Easter story is a very emotional and intense story. Jesus endured great physical and emotional 

pain. Consider your audience and be sensitive to how much detail they can handle and process. 

The emphasis should be on how great Jesus’ love is for us that He would go through so many 

difficult things so we can receive forgiveness for our sins. The events remind us that Jesus 

understands the difficulties and pain we face, because He experienced great pain. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the 

development of this lesson. All of our contributors are knowledgeable and have worked 

extensively with at risk children. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource. 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JESUS IS ALIVE (BIBLE STORY: MARK 14:32 — 16:20) 
Recommended Visuals 

• Bible Story Visuals* “Cheer” and “Boo” signs* 

Recommended Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, “Press” badge or card, hat, toy microphone 

Captivate #1 - News Flash 

• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the 

volunteer a microphone, play microphone, or hair brush to use as a microphone. You also 

could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked in it or wear a “Press” badge. 

This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Captivate #2 - Cheer! 
• Choose two children to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have the 

helpers hold up the appropriate sign. This will help the children identify the positive and 

negative aspects of the story and stay engaged. 

Introduction 
• One of the last nights of Jesus’ life began after He had dinner with His disciples. He took three 

of the disciples with Him to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. Jesus knew that what was 

about to happen was going to be the hardest thing He had ever done. Jesus went off by 

Himself and asked God the Father if there was any other way for people to be forgiven for 

their sin. When Jesus came back to His disciples, Judas, one of His friends, arrived with a 

crowd of soldiers. Judas had betrayed Jesus. He told the chief priests, who wanted to kill 

Jesus, where Jesus was. The soldiers arrested Jesus and took Him to the court. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Mark 14:32-16:20. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• The angel told them not to be afraid because Jesus wasn’t there, because He was alive! Jesus 

did what He had come to do. He paid the price for sin by dying on the cross and conquering 

sin when He rose from the dead and came back to life! The women and everyone else who 

believed in and followed Jesus were so excited that He had come back to life, so that they 

could be forgiven for their sins and have a relationship with God! Jesus is still alive today and 

we can spend eternity in Heaven with Him when we ask forgiveness for our sins. 

TESTIMONY 
• Share how you first understood all that Jesus did when He chose to die on the cross and came 

back to life so you could be forgiven for your sins.  

• Share how you chose to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life, and how 

that has changed your life. 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CHALLENGE 
Recommended Visuals 

• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Recommended Supplies 
• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we heard the most important story ever told – the story of how God loved us 

so much that He sent His one and only Son to die on the cross so we could be forgiven for our 

sins. Jesus was the only way; there was no one else who had never sinned. There was and is 

no other way to receive forgiveness. Jesus was willing to endure every horrible moment so 

that we could receive forgiveness and have a relationship with God. 

Key Points 

God sent Jesus! 

• God loves us very much. He wants us to have a relationship with Him and spend eternity – 

forever –  with Him in heaven, but our sin separates us from Him. God allowed His Son to 

endure the cross so that we could be forgiven for our sins. 

• John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.” 

Jesus was the only Substitute! 

• A substitute is someone who takes your place. Jesus was the only One Who could be our 

Substitute and pay the price for our sins so we could receive forgiveness for sin.  

• John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 

Father except through Me.’”  

• 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake He made Him to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in Him we 

might become the righteousness of God.” 

• Jesus not only died to take our punishment, He defeated sin and death. He came back to life 

to show that He was really God.  

We must make a choice! 

• If someone offered to give you a brand new bike, it wouldn’t be yours until you accept it. It is 

the same for salvation. We have a free will; God won’t force anyone to receive the gift of 

salvation. He offers it to us, but we have to receive it. We have to admit that we are sinners and 

ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of our lives. 

• Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

• Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Conclusion 
• We are all sinners. It is only through Jesus Christ that we can receive forgiveness for our sins. 

He took our place when He died on the cross! But we also must act. We must ask God to 

forgive our sins and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives. Then we can begin a lifelong 

relationship with God, where we grow closer to Him and allow Him to guide us by His Holy 

Spirit every day.



 
CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 
Invitation 
For the unsaved child: 

• Do you know that it is only through Jesus that you can receive forgiveness for your sin? Have 

you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life?  

• God sent His Son to die on the cross so that you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We 

have all sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or 

do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 

Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like 

to ask Jesus to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Are you allowing Jesus to be the Lord of your life? Do you live each day wanting to know Him 

more and choosing to do what will honor Him? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions. 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THE TRUE MEANING (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 

• Pictures of things associated with Easter* 

Supplies 
• Mini pictures of things associated with Easter*, six plastic Easter eggs 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, tell them we are learning about Easter today. Ask them what they think 

of when they think about Easter. Tell them there are eggs hidden around the room with 

pictures in them. Each picture reminds us about Easter, but there is only one picture that 

represents the true reason we celebrate Easter. 

• Tell the children to find the eggs and come back to the group. Have the children open their 

eggs but not show them to anyone yet. One at a time hold up the pictures of things associated 

with Easter and have the children show their mini picture that matches, but save the cross 

image for last. Finally, show the cross picture. Have the child holding the mini cross picture 

explain what it is and how it is associated with Easter. Then ask the child if the cross represents 

the real meaning of Easter. Help the children realize it does. 

• Explain to the children that it is easy to get caught up with all the fun things you can do at 

Easter and forget the most important thing of all. At Easter we celebrate how Jesus came and 

died on the cross and rose from the dead so we can receive forgiveness for our sins.   

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 3:17, “For God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.”
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CONDEMNED (MEMORY VERSE) 
Visuals 

• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a condemned building*, 

Picture of a restored house* 

Supplies 
• Bible, plastic Easter egg 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic  

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Show the children the picture of a condemned building. Ask them what it means for a building to 

be condemned. Explain that a building is condemned when it is no longer safe to be in it. It is in 

such bad condition that it may be boarded up so no one goes inside. Often these homes will sit 

and continue to deteriorate until they have to be torn down. But some people see the beauty in 

these buildings in spite of the flaws. They decide to restore them and make them new. We are like 

those buildings. We all have sinned, and our sin separates us from God. But Jesus can restore us 

and make us new! Because He died on the cross and rose from the dead, we can receive 

forgiveness for our sins. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

John 3:17, “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through Him.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

World — every person 

Condemn — to pronounce judgment or sentencing, to disapprove 

Saved — receive forgiveness for their sin 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

 Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

 How are you like the condemned building? Do you need Jesus to transform you, forgive 

 your sins, and be the Lord of your life? 

 Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

 How does receiving Jesus as the Lord of your life change how you live? Do you allow 

 Jesus to lead you each and every day? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Hot Potato with an Easter egg. Have the children sit in a circle or around a table. Each child 

will say a word of the Memory Verse while passing the egg around the group. If a child misses a 

word, have him start the verse over. Speed up the verse to make the game more challenging.
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RESTORED (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 

• “What’s the Solution?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of 

Olivia Guindon* 

Supplies 
• Bible, paper, writing tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Olivia Guindon grew up in a family that loved Jesus. At a young age Olivia would ask her 

parents many questions. When she was 8 years old, she fully understood that she was a sinner 

and it was only through Jesus Christ that she could receive forgiveness for her sin. She asked 

God to forgive her sins and for Jesus to be the Lord of her life.  

• By age 14, Olivia was a top high school softball player in Texas and a nationally-ranked catcher. 

Olivia and her sister Emma were on their way to a national recruitment tournament when their 

car was hit by a truck going 50 miles per hour. It was a horrific accident that left Olivia with 16 

skull and facial fractures and only a 3 percent chance to live. Her parents were told that if 

Olivia lived, she likely would be blind and deaf. But God had other plans for Olivia! 

• Her recovery was long and difficult but truly a miracle. God restored her body along with her 

hearing and her sight. A month after her accident, Olivia wrote on a chalkboard, “God is good.” 

She had to relearn how to do everything—walking, talking, tying her shoes—but made 

progress over time. Olivia says it isn’t that God doesn’t give us more than we can handle, but 

that we can handle difficulties with God’s help.  

• Today Olivia is healthier, stronger, and closer to God than before her accident. She is again 

playing softball and is a top recruit, but her greatest passion is to share the Gospel with others 

so they can experience God’s love and forgiveness. God has given her many opportunities to 

share her story and give Him the glory.  

• Just like Olivia, we all have sinned and need to ask Jesus to forgive our sins and be the Lord of 

our lives. Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visuals to review. 

• We also have an opportunity to share what God has done in our lives so that others can 

receive forgiveness. Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children share a difficulty they are experiencing and how God can help 

them through it. 

• Younger Team: Have the children do the actions for how sin is anything we think, say, or do 

that breaks God’s Law. Then have them give examples of each category. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write a letter to God, telling Him about a difficulty they are 

experiencing and asking Him to help them through it. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The winner then shares with his 

partner an example of sin and how it is only through Jesus that we can receive forgiveness    

for sin.
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 

• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 
• Who did Jesus ask to pray with Him in the garden? (Three of the disciples) 

• Who betrayed Jesus? (Judas) 

• Why did Jesus ask if there was any other way to pay for sin than dying on the cross? (Because 

He knew what He was about to face was going to be very difficult) 

• What did the soldiers do to Jesus? (They beat Him and made fun of Him by putting a robe and 

crown of thorns on Him.) 

• Did Jesus deserve to die? (No, because He had never sinned.) 

• What happened when Jesus died? (There was an earthquake.) 

• Who deserves to die? (We deserve to die because we sin and break God’s Law.) 

• What happened three days after Jesus died? (Jesus rose from the dead!) 

• When the women arrived at the tomb Jesus’  body was placed in, who did they find inside? (An 

angel) 

• What did the angel tell the women? (He said Jesus wasn’t there, that He had risen from the 

dead.) 

• Where is Jesus now? (In Heaven with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit) 

Discussion Questions 
• Why did Jesus have to die? 

• How should what Jesus did for us change how we choose to live? 
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THE EASTER STORY (CRAFT) 
Visuals 

• Craft sample* 

Supplies 
• Easter Template* (one per child), white cardstock, glue, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children an Easter Template and have them color and cut out all the pieces. 

Next have them glue together the three pieces that stand up and then glue them to the base, 

folding the tabs back. Finally, have the children glue the decorated pieces within each scene.  

• Encourage the children to retell the story to each other as they spin the scenes. Remind the 

children that we learned how God loves us so much that He sent His Son to die for our sins.  

All we have to do is recognize we are sinners and ask Jesus to forgive us and be the Lord of 

our lives. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 3:17, “For God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 

• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 
• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Point out to the children the cross on the card. 

Remind them that we learned that Jesus died on the cross so we could receive forgiveness for 

our sins, but we have a choice. Will we accept His gift of forgiveness? Will we allow Him to be 

the Lord of our lives? Have the children fill out the card with the choices they want to make. 

Activity #2 
• Have the children discuss who they know who has not heard the Gospel. Encourage the 

children to make a card for them, telling them how Jesus loves them and died on the cross so 

they could be forgiven for their sins. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Pages* 

• Additional Activity #2: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Scramble Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: Easter Tic-Tac-Toe* 

Instruction and Application 

• These activities are to be used with your team as time allows to reinforce the lesson concepts. 

The children may take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach 

during Small Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for 

moments when you are transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity.
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