


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is righteous! 

MEMORY VERSE 
2 Corinthians 12:9a, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand the meaning of being righteous! 

• Realize that Jesus can give her strength when she is weak! 

• Choose to stand up for what is right! 

REMINDERS 
People have become very casual about what they say and do and quickly make excuses for their negative 

behavior. Many will say that if something makes you feel good or helps you get ahead, then it is okay to do. 

The children need to understand that the measure of right and wrong isn’t based on what we want, but on 

what God says! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS ORDERS THE MONEY CHANGERS OUT OF THE TEMPLE (BIBLE STORY - MATTHEW 21:12-27; JOHN 2:13-16)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, posterboard, markers, play money or food 

Captivate #1 - Props! 

• Use different items to help you tell the story. Items could include play money, food, or other items that might 

have been sold. As you tell the story, show these items. Let the children see the dirt, the damage, and even 

the smell of the items. 

Captivate #2 - Picture It! 
• Choose a child or leader to draw elements of the Bible Story as you tell it. The volunteer does not 

necessarily have to draw well. Even using stick figures can be fun. Focus on adding facial expressions or 

specific actions for parts of the story. 

Introduction 

• The Passover of the Jews was near, so Jesus went to the Temple in Jerusalem to worship. The Temple was 

a holy place, like a church today. It was a place to worship God, to learn, and to spend time with other 

believers. During that time there were rules about what could and could not be done in the Temple. One 

rule was that people were not allowed to buy and sell things in the Temple. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Matthew 21:12-27; John 2:13-16. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• Jesus knew that the purpose of the Temple was for worship. He knew that the people were being 

disobedient and disrespectful to God by buying and selling things there. Instead of just walking by, Jesus 

stood up for what was right and drove out the merchants from the Temple. He then ministered to the people 

who were there. Jesus is righteous! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share about a time you were too scared to stand up for what was right. 

• Share about a time Jesus gave you the strength to stand up for what was right.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jesus was not afraid to stand up for what was right. When He saw the 

money changers in the Temple, He knew they were going against what God commanded, so He chased 

them out of there. He also healed the sick without fear, knowing there were those nearby who didn’t believe 

He was God the Son and wanted to stop Him. 

Key Points 

Jesus knows what is right and what is wrong! 

• On our own, we can easily convince ourselves that wrong things are right. We need God’s wisdom and 

guidance to show us what is right. 

• Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.” 

We may face persecution for doing what is right! 

• Doing the right thing often isn’t the easy thing, and we may face persecution. Persecution can be when 

people treat us unfairly or harshly for doing what is right or for loving Jesus. We may be made fun of, make 

people mad at us, or even lose friends. No matter the outcome, we need to stand up for what is right, 

knowing that God is there with us and will give us His peace. 

• John 16:33, “I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

God gives us the strength to stand up for what is right! 

• We should be bothered when people do things that do not honor God. We should be bold and stand up for 

what is right. When we don’t speak up, people may assume that we agree with them. God will give us the 

strength to stand up for what is right! He will also give us the wisdom to do it in a way that honors Him. We 

need to stand up for what is right in love and not be spiteful or hateful. 

• 2 Corinthians 12:9a, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
If we try to do what is right on our own, we will never succeed. But through Jesus’ wisdom and guidance from 

the Holy Spirit, we can know right from wrong and ask God to give us the strength and boldness to take a 

stand. Even when we are weak, He can make us strong (1 Corinthians 12:9a)! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you want to know right from wrong and have Jesus forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? God 

sent His Son to die on the cross so you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and sin 

separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus 

paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you stand up for what is right even when it is difficult? Do you need God’s help to have boldness to 

make the right choices? 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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UNPLUGGED (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of an outlet and a cord unplugged* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the outlet and the cord unplugged. Ask them if they have 

ever forgotten to plug something in. Did the item work without being plugged in? Could they watch TV, 

make toast in the toaster, or use the microwave? None of that was possible if there was no power. 

• Today we are going to learn that Jesus is our source of power! He gives us the strength to stand up for what 

is right. Jesus is righteous! That means He stands up for what is right. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 2 Corinthians 12:9a, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 

power is made perfect in weakness.” 
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POWER (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of Superheroes* 

Supplies 

• Bible, small item 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they could be a superhero, what superhero would they want to be? How does that 

superhero get this power? What is the source of her power? Without it, she would be weak. Those powers 

help her protect others and do what is right. Jesus is our Strength and can give us power to do what is right. 

How can we learn from Jesus?  

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

2 Corinthians 12:9a, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

My grace — God’s merciful kindness which we don’t deserve 

Sufficient — to be strong, to be enough 

My power — God’s strength, ability 

Made perfect in weakness — God working in you to give you the ability do what He has called you to do 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you want the power to live a righteous life for God? What is holding you back from believing in 

Jesus and asking for forgiveness and strength to live for Him? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How do you need Jesus’ power in your life to stand up for what is right and live for Him at school, at 

home, everywhere? Can you ask God to give you grace and power to choose to live right for Him? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 
Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Hot or Cold. Hide a small object from one child. While that child tries to find it, the rest of the group 

quotes the Memory Verse, getting louder when the child gets closer to the object and softer as the child 

moves farther away. Repeat the verse until the object is found. Have the seeking child say the verse after 

finding the object.
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NO LIMITS (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s the Solution?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of David 

Satre* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, soft object 

Instruction and Application 
• David Satre lived in one of Mother Teresa's orphanages in India. As an infant, he became sick with polio, 

which left the muscles in his legs too weak to walk. God blessed David with an American family who 

adopted him. As a young child, David had learned about God, but he didn't know what it meant to have a 

personal relationship with God. At a youth retreat, David heard the Gospel and asked Jesus to forgive his 

sins and be the Lord of his life. 

• Growing up with a disability provided David with many obstacles and challenges. One of the biggest 

challenges was being accepted by his peers because he was physically different.  

• At the age of 12, David was introduced to Wheelchair Basketball. God had blessed him with the upper body 

strength and the skills to dribble, pass, and shoot a basketball from a wheelchair. David became one of the 

top junior players in America and went on to play in college at Oklahoma State University.  

• Since graduating from college, David has taken on the new challenge of wheelchair road racing. Through 

sports, God has taught David the importance of living for God's glory and not his own.  

• As David has gotten older and as God continues to give him a great understanding of the Gospel, David has 

grown deeper in his relationship with God. David realizes that even with a disability, God created him in His 

image and has a great plan for him. God has called David to serve and love others in the way that God has 

loved him! 

• Just like David, we need to realize that Jesus is the only Substitute for our sin. He paid the price so we can 

receive forgiveness. Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review. 

• David realized it wasn’t enough just to go to church and know what the Bible says, but you have to believe 

the truth. Just like David, you can ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life. Use the “What’s 

Your Choice?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how it isn’t enough to just know about God, but to know what it takes 

to have a relationship with Him. 

• Younger Team: Have the children discuss how sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law and 

what they can do to receive forgiveness. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word substitute on their papers. Then write how Jesus was the 

Substitute for our sins. 

• Active Team: Have the children play Hot Potato. As they pass the object, have them say a letter of the word 

substitute. The person who says the letter e then has to explain how Jesus is the Substitute for our sins. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• What celebration was coming up? (The Jewish Passover) 

• Where did Jesus travel to? (Jerusalem) 

• What did He see when He entered the Temple? (Money changers and people selling animals) 

• How did this make Jesus feel? (He was angry.) 

• Why was Jesus angry? (The people were disobeying and disrespecting God.) 

• What did Jesus do? (He made a whip out of cord and chased the people and animals out of the Temple. He 

overturned tables.) 

• What did Jesus say to them? (“It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a 

den of robbers.”) 

• Who came to Jesus in the Temple? (Blind and disabled people) 

• What did Jesus do for these people? (He healed them.) 

• What were the children shouting in the courtyard? (Hosanna to the Son of David!) 

• Why were the chief priest and the teachers angry? (They didn’t believe that Jesus was God the Son.) 

Discussion Questions 
• What are things people do that disrespect God that should bother us? 

• How can we stand up for what is right but still show love to others? 
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ARMOR (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Armor Template* (one per child), white cardstock, yarn or ribbon, tin foil (1 large piece per child), hole punch, 

glue, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children an Armor Template. Have them cut the foil into pieces and glue onto the Armor 

Template. They can also color some of the areas if they wish. Next have them hole punch where it is labeled 

on the template and pull the yarn or ribbon through as shown on the craft sample. They now can wear their 

Breastplate of Righteousness! 

• Remind the children that Jesus stood up for what was right. When He entered the Temple and saw people 

selling items, He didn’t just walk by. Just like Jesus, we can stand up for what is right. God gives us the 

strength, protection, and boldness to take a stand. Jesus helps us to stand up for what is right! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. 2 Corinthians 12:9a, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 

power is made perfect in weakness.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

righteous. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this week to 

apply what they learned. How can you be righteous and stand up for what is right? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can stand up for what is right. If you 

have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Crossword Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Maze Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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