


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the ultimate Healer! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Psalm 147:3, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that Jesus is the ultimate Healer! 

• Believe that Jesus can heal his physical and emotional hurts! 

• Choose to ask Jesus to heal him! 

REMINDERS 
We often don’t understand how God answers our prayers. He always answers them, but not necessarily 

always the way we want. It is important that the children understand that God loves them and always 

answers their prayers, even if the answer is “no” or “wait.” God knows what is best for us. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.

2   |   AT A GLANCE



JESUS HEALS THE LAME BEGGAR (BIBLE STORY - JOHN 5)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Lip Sync Visuals* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, dress shirt or bathrobe 

Captivate #1 - Lip Sync! 

• Print the Lip Sync Visuals and cut out the mouth sections. Choose two boys to be Jesus and the lame man. 

Have them dramatically repeat different parts of the Bible Story as you tell it. 

Captivate #2 - Helping Hands! 
• Choose two boys to act out the part of the lame man in the Bible Story. Have the first boy put on a dress 

shirt or bathrobe backwards. Have the second boy be the arms of the lame man by standing behind the first 

boy and putting his hands through the sleeves of the shirt/bathrobe. Be sure to add a lot of activity and 

expressions throughout the Bible Story. (Since the children will be standing so close together, it is 

recommended to choose two children of the same gender for this activity.) 

Introduction 

• Jesus and His disciples traveled all over sharing God’s truth, performing miracles, and healing people. Many 

people listened and believed because of what they heard and saw. 

Story 
• Retell the story from John 5. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• The man went and told the Jewish leaders that  it was Jesus Who had healed him. The Jewish leaders 

began to oppose Jesus, but it didn’t stop Jesus from doing what God had sent Him to do. The man at the 

pool had a need that only Jesus could heal. Jesus is the ultimate Healer! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share about a time that Jesus healed your body. 

• Share a time that you were heartbroken and Jesus healed you.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jesus healed a man who had been unable to walk for 38 years. When 

Jesus asked him if he wanted to be healed, the man told him he had no one to put him in the healing pool 

when the waters stirred. So Jesus told him to get up, take his bed, and walk. The man didn’t know who it 

was that was speaking to him, but he was immediately healed! He picked up his bed and walked like Jesus 

said. Jesus is the ultimate Healer!  

Key Points 
Jesus can forgive our sins! 

• The greatest gift we can receive is forgiveness for our sins. Jesus is the only One who can forgive our sins.  

• 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become 

the righteousness of God.” 

Jesus can heal our bodies! 

• Just like the man by the pool, Jesus can heal our bodies. There is nothing He is not capable of doing. He 

even raises people from the dead! 

• Jeremiah 17:14, “Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved, for You are my 

praise.” 

• The hard thing to understand sometimes is why God heals some and not others. What we do know is that 

God’s will is perfect. We don’t see the big picture, but God sees it clearly and knows what is best for us. 

Jesus can heal our heart! 

• It is easy to see when someone has cut his leg or can’t walk. But we can’t see the things that are broken on 

the inside. Sometimes when a person is upset, angry, scared, or depressed, it is because he has a wound 

on the inside. We may not know the things that have hurt him and caused his pain, but God does! He sees 

and knows and wants to bring healing to those inside wounds. 

• Psalm 147:3, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Whether it is forgiveness for sins, healing our bodies, or healing our broken hearts, Jesus can heal it all! We 

need to give those wounds to Him and allow Him to bring healing. He promises to heal the brokenhearted 

and bind up their wounds (Psalm 147:3). Jesus is the ultimate Healer!  

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Do you have hurts inside that you need God to heal? Do you need to receive forgiveness from your sins? 

God sent His Son to die on the cross so that you could receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all 

sinned, and sin separates us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s 

Law. Jesus paid the price for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Because of Jesus, we can admit that we have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 

10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you have physical or emotional hurts that you want God to heal? God loves you and wants you to bring 

those requests to Him. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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HEARTBROKEN (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of a broken heart* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the broken heart. Ask the children what it means to be 

heartbroken. Is a heart actually broken into pieces? It means that someone has let you down or hurt you 

emotionally. How do you fix a broken heart? There is no Band-Aid for that! It takes time and trusting Jesus to 

be healed. 

• Today, we are going to learn how Jesus is the ultimate Healer. He can heal our bodies, and He can also 

heal our broken hearts. All we have to do is trust Him and allow Him to bring His healing. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 147:3, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds.” 
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HEART (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of Visit to Doctor’s Office* 

Supplies 

• Bible 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children what is it like to visit the doctor? What does a doctor do when you visit when you are sick or 

hurt? He checks you, prescribes medicine, puts bandages on you, gives you stitches, etc. Just like the doctor, 

Jesus came to bind up wounds or hurts, whether they are on the outside or inside. We can see when 

someone is physically hurt, but when someone’s heart is hurting, it is harder to see. But Jesus can see both 

types of hurt, and He cares about our broken bodies and our broken hearts! 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Psalm 147:3, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

He — God 

Heals — to make healthy, to be a physician and bring healing, to cure or make whole 

Brokenhearted —broken, very sad, crushed in spirit/heart 

Binds up their wounds — brings healing to physical, emotional, and spiritual hurts 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Do you need Jesus to heal your broken heart or body? Do you want to ask Him to forgive your sins 

and be the Lord of your life? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

What hurts do you have that you can give to Jesus — physical or emotional? Do you believe that He 

can heal you? Why or why not? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Crazy Stand Ups. “Everyone who . . .  say the verse.” Fill in the space with different characteristics such as 

“is wearing green” or “is six years old.” The children respond by standing to say the Memory Verse.
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SUCCESS (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s Your Choice?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Tracy 

Gordon* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, a quarter 

Instruction and Application 
• Tracy Gordon grew up in a small town in Oklahoma. He attended church with his family and learned about 

God. It wasn’t until he was in junior high that Tracy realized he needed a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. He asked Jesus to forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. Tracy observed many of his friends 

begin to drink, do drugs, and get in trouble with the law. Tracy knew he wanted to be different, that God 

called him to honor Him with his choices. It wasn’t always easy, but God always helped Tracy. 

• As a boy, Tracy was overweight, unpopular, and wanted acceptance. People told him he wasn’t smart 

enough or athletic enough. But God knew what He had in store for Tracy! 

• In high school, Tracy grew and became more athletic, joined the football team, and was diligent with his 

schoolwork. Tracy worked hard as an athlete but also as a believer. He spent time reading his Bible, praying, 

and spending time with other believers in order to grow in his faith. 

• Tracy received a scholarship to play football at the University of Oklahoma. He played football from 1987 to 

1991. He was a starter and played defensive end. During that time, Tracy studied and worked hard. In 

college. There were many temptations, but God gave Tracy the strength to say “no”.  

• Tracy graduated from the University of Oklahoma and has been successful since then in business. He has a 

beautiful family and a career. But Tracy doesn’t define success by the money he makes or the 

accomplishments he has achieved. He defines success by how he has honored God with the opportunities 

God has given him. 

• Tracy realized there was more to following Jesus than just going to church every Sunday. He asked Jesus to 

forgive his sins and be the Lord of his life. We also need to make that choice. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” 

Visual to review. 

• Tracy spent time reading his Bible, praying, and going to church so he could GROW as a believer. It helped 

him not give into temptations and to honor God with his choices. We too need to GROW as believers and 

tell others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss dreams and goals they may have and how God can guide them. 

• Younger Team: Have the children sing “Read Your Bible, Pray Every Day”. Talk about how they can GROW to 

be more like Jesus. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write their dreams and how God might help them achieve those goals. 

• Active Team: Play Table Football. Each child has three chances to nudge a quarter across the table. The 

child on the other side has to catch the quarter if it falls off the table to keep them from scoring. After each 

round, have the children discuss what success means to them. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• To where was Jesus traveling? (Jerusalem) 

• What was the gate called at the entrance of Jerusalem? (Sheep Gate) 

• Why did disabled people lie near the pool called Bethesda? (They believed that the waters could heal them 

when they were stirred.) 

• What did Jesus ask the lame man? (Do you want to be healed?) 

• What was the lame man’s response? (He had no one to help him into the pool.) 

• What did Jesus tell the man to do? (Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.) 

• What happened to the man when Jesus spoke? (He was instantly healed!) 

• What day was it? (The Sabbath) 

• What could you not do on the Sabbath? (Any kind of work) 

• What did the Jewish leaders tell the lame man? (He shouldn’t carry his mat on the Sabbath.) 

• What did the man say when the Jewish leaders asked who told him to carry his mat? (He at first didn’t know 

who the person was who told him.) 

• Where had Jesus gone? (He had slipped away in the crowd.) 

• Where did Jesus see the man later? (In the temple) 

• What did Jesus tell the man? (Go, stop sinning, so nothing worse may happen to you.) 

Discussion Questions 
• What kind of healing do you need from Jesus right now? 

• Why does Jesus tell us not to be anxious? 
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WALKING MAN (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Walking Man Template* (one per child), paper cup, 2.5-inch string, 4.5-inch string, and two 12-inch strings per 

child, drinking straws (one per child), hole punch, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Walking Man Template and have them color, cut out, and hole punch all the 

pieces. In advance, cut a slit in the top of the cups. Have the children attach the head to the top of the cup. 

Then have the children attach the 2.5-inch string to the center of the straw and the other end to the top of 

the man’s head. Next, tie the 4.5-inch string to the top of the legs and string the other end through the hole 

in the top of the cup. Tie a knot in the top of the string so that it is securely fastened on top of the slit of the 

cup. Finally, take both 12-inch strings and tie one end of each string to the feet and the other end to the 

straw. When moving the straw side to side, the feet will move. Remind the children how Jesus healed the 

man who couldn’t walk. Jesus performed miracles during His time on earth, but He continues to heal today! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 147:3, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds.”
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

the ultimate Healer. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do 

this week to apply what they learned. Are there things in their lives—physical or emotional—they need to 

ask Jesus to heal? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can tell others about how Jesus is 

the ultimate Healer. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture 

instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Word Scramble Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Word Search Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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