


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the true Guide! 

MEMORY VERSE 
Psalm 5:8, “Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; make Your way straight before 

me.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that there is a right and a wrong way to live!  

• Realize that Jesus is the only One who can show her the right way! 

• Choose to follow Jesus! 

REMINDERS 
Some children feel lost in life. They don’t know right from wrong. What is modeled for them by the adults in 

their lives may conflict with what they read in God’s Word. It is important that they learn that God can teach 

them right from wrong. He will use the Holy Spirit to guide them and keep them on the right path. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS’ PURPOSE IN RAISING LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD (BIBLE STORY - JOHN 11:1-46)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Key Word Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, Bible character costumes 

Captivate #1 - Act it Out! 

• Have the children dress up or pretend to be characters in the Bible Story. Choose a boy to dress up as Ezra 

and some other children to dress up as God’s people. Have them act out the story as you tell it. You also 

can have them repeat key sentences after you. Emphasize emotions or actions they can do throughout the 

story. 

Captivate #2 - Key Word! 
• Identify several key words that you will use in the Bible Story. Before telling the story, tell the children an 

action or sound effect for each of the key words. Make sure that as you tell the story you repeat these 

words often. Some examples would be when you say “Lazarus,” the children say “dead,” or when you say 

“Jesus,” the children say “raised him from the dead.” 

Introduction 

• There was a man named Lazarus who lived with his two sisters, Mary and Martha. His sister Mary would later 

anoint Jesus’ feet with oil and wipe it off with her hair. Jesus had stayed with this family before and loved 

them very much. 

Story 
• Retell the story from John 11:1-46. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 

• Jesus knew beforehand that He would raise Lazarus from the dead. He performed the miracle for the glory 

of God and so people would know He was God the Son. Jesus also spoke aloud to the Father so the 

people would believe He was sent by God. Jesus was guiding them so their faith would grow. Jesus is the 

true Guide! 

TESTIMONY 

• Share about a time you felt lost and confused, you didn’t know what to do, and someone helped you make 

the right decision. 

• Share about a time that Jesus was your Guide and helped you make the right choices and stay on the path 

God had for you.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jesus healed Lazarus and raised him from the dead. Lazarus’ sisters had 

told Jesus that if He had come sooner, He could have healed Lazarus. They didn’t have faith to believe that 

Jesus could raise Lazarus from the dead. Before Jesus performed the miracle, He lifted His eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank You that You have heard Me... but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 

they may believe that You sent Me.” He then called for Lazarus to come out. Jesus used this as an 

opportunity to guide the people who were there, to strengthen their faith.  

Key Points 

There is a right and a wrong way to live! 

• On our own, we don’t know right from wrong. We need Jesus to show us the truth and guide us. 

• Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.” 

Jesus shows us the right way! 

• The Bible can show us right from wrong; it can build our faith. The Holy Spirit can use Scripture in the Bible 

to guide us each and every day and show us what we should do. 

• Psalm 5:8, “Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; make Your way straight before 

me.” 

We must choose to follow Jesus! 

• We have a choice to make! Will we believe, have faith, and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior? It takes 

action on our part. Jesus is the only Way to receive forgiveness for our sins and spend eternity with God. 

• John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the ay, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.’”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Jesus took every opportunity, even performing miracles, to build people’s faith and show them the way of 

truth. There were many who doubted and criticized, but that didn’t keep Jesus from sharing with them and 

showing them the truth. He will lead us in His righteousness and make His way straight before us. Jesus is the 

true Guide! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• What do you do when you feel lost and don’t know what to do or where to go? Jesus wants to be your 

Guide. He can help you make the right choices and keep you safe. 

• Have you made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life? God sent His Son 

to die on the cross so that you can receive forgiveness for your sins. We have all sinned, and sin separates 

us from God (Romans 6:23a). Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Jesus paid the price 

for our sin; He became our Substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Do you allow Jesus to guide you each and every day? Do you listen to the Holy Spirit? Jesus is there for 

you. Allow Him to help you make the right choices. Who do you know that seems lost and needs to know 

that Jesus can help him make the right choices? Take the time and tell that person about Jesus 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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LOST (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of someone lost* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of someone lost. Ask them if they have ever been lost. How 

did they feel? Were they scared? How did they find their way to safety? Did someone help them? 

• Today we are going to learn the importance of having a guide in our lives. There is one guide who will 

never take us the wrong way. He will keep us out of danger and on the right track. The important thing is to 

make sure we are following Him! 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 5:8, “Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of 

my enemies; make Your way straight before me.” 
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GUIDE (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of Safari Guide/Tour* 

Supplies 

• Bible, whiteboard, markers 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children where someone would need a tour guide. What is the job of the guide? To keep the people 

safe and on the right path. Guides also share a lot of information to help people understand what they are 

seeing or experiencing so they will have the best time on their trip. 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

Psalm 5:8, “Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; make Your way straight before 

me.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Lead me — to guide or bring 

Righteousness — right living, without sin 

Enemies — opponent, hostile towards someone 

Your way — path or direction 

Straight before me — make smooth, right way, prosperous way for me 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 

Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

Why would we need a Guide in life? What keeps people from following Jesus as their Guide? Do you 

want to ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life and guide you each and every day? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How can you trust Jesus as your Guide? How can you better listen to the Holy Spirit so you can follow 

Jesus each and every day? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Erase a Word. Write the Memory Verse on a marker board. Erase one word at a time while letting the 

children guess the missing word.
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FAMILY (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “Who Is God?” and “What to Do Now?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of the Satterfield family* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, ball or soft item 

Instruction and Application 

• John and Chassidy Satterfield both grew up in Christian homes. They asked Jesus to be the Lord of their 

lives when they were children. They met after college and got married. They soon realized it wasn’t going to 

be easy to have children. They went through fertility treatments for two years and had a miscarriage.  

• One night Chassidy cried out to God, “God, where are you?” Chassidy felt God’s love and presence and 

knew He had a plan for them. That night, she and John began to talk about adoption. Within seven months 

they were approved and their son Turner was born! God had answered their prayers! 

• After that, John and Chassidy experienced three failed adoptions, but they still didn’t give up. They then 

adopted Lydia. Then again, they felt God speak to their hearts that there were other babies who needed a 

family to love them. They also adopted Nora. 

• With all three of their children, they have an open adoption. John and Chassidy feel that God has called 

them to show God’s love to their children’s birth moms, each of whom have had a difficult life and faced 

judgment and rejection.  

• John and Chassidy then invited a 16-year-old young man named Q to live with them. Q’s mother had died 

when he was in the 8th grade, and he had bounced from home to home. Q immediately became one of the 

family. After Q graduated, they received a phone call from Q saying his friend Zale was having some 

troubles at home and needed somewhere to go. Without hesitation, they opened their home to him, and he 

has been there since. 

• John and Chassidy would never have dreamed they would be a family of seven! It hasn’t always been easy, 

but they wouldn’t change a thing.  

• John and Chassidy welcomed each of their children into their home and loved them unconditionally, just like 

our Heavenly Father loves us and accepts us (John 3:16a). Use the “Who Is God?” Visual to review. 

• John and Chassidy choose to live for God every day and share God’s love with those around them. We too 

need to GROW as believers and tell others about Jesus (Mark 16:15). Use the “What to Do Now?” Visual to 

review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how asking Jesus to forgive our sin and be the Lord of our lives is 

like adoption. 

• Younger Team: Have the children talk about who is in their family. Also talk about how they can be a part of 

God’s family. 

• Quiet Team: Have the children draw a picture of their family.  

• Active Team: Have the children play Hot Potato and spell the word family as they pass the object. The last 

person will share what it means to be part of God’s family. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• Why did Mary and Martha send word to Jesus? (Their brother Lazarus was very sick.) 

• What did Jesus say the purpose was of Lazarus’ illness? (He said it was for the glory of God, so that God the 

Son may be glorified through it.) 

• How long did Jesus wait before He left to go to Lazarus? (Two days) 

• Why did the disciples not want Jesus to return to Judea? (The Jews there hated Him and would want to 

stone Him.) 

• What did Martha tell Jesus when He arrived? (Lazarus was already dead.) 

• How long had Lazarus been dead? (Four days) 

• What did Mary say to Jesus when she saw Him? (I wish You had been here! Then my brother would not 

have died!) 

• What were other people saying? (He opened the eyes of the blind man; why couldn’t He have kept Lazarus 

from dying?) 

• What did Martha say when Jesus told them to roll the stone away? (By this time there is a bad smell. Lazarus 

has been in the tomb for four days.) 

• How did Jesus respond? (Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?) 

• What happened when Jesus told Lazarus to come out? (Lazarus came back to life!) 

Discussion Questions 
• How can we choose to follow Jesus every day? 

• How can God be glorified through the things we do? 
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LAZARUS (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Lazarus Template* (one per child), strips of gauze or white yarn (one per child), brad fasteners (one per 

child), glue, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 
• Give each of the children a Lazarus Template and have them color and cut out all the pieces. Next have 

them fold the scene paper along the dotted line. Then have them glue and wrap Lazarus in the gauze or 

white yarn and glue him to the opening of the tomb. Finally, fold on the dotted line of the people cut out and 

glue it to the scene as shown in the craft sample. 

• Remind the children that we learned that Jesus is the true Guide. He knows what we need so we can grow 

in our faith and knowledge of Him. He will lead us and show us the right way we should go. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. Psalm 5:8, “Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness because of 

my enemies; make Your way straight before me.” 

10   |   SMALL GROUP



WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

the true Guide. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this 

week to apply what they learned. How can they make sure that they are following Jesus and making the 

right choices? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can tell others about how to follow 

Jesus. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Maze Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Crossword Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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