


POWER PHRASE 
Jesus is the Protector! 

MEMORY VERSE 
John 10:28a, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.” 

SUPPORTING DOCTRINES 
For supporting doctrines, see our Statement of Faith at novoministries.org/statement-of-faith. 

GOALS 
The child will... 

• Understand that there are many dangers in his life! 

• Realize that Jesus is there and wants to protect him! 

• Understand that Jesus can give him strength and boldness to stand up against the enemy! 

REMINDERS 
Understanding that Jesus is their Protector can be difficult for some children. They may live in unsafe or 

hostile environments. Help them understand that God is always with His children. He is protecting them and 

can give them a way of escape.  

The stories and photos shared in the Gospel Presentation activities are used by permission of the 

individuals. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We want to express our gratitude to the volunteers who contributed ideas toward the development of this 

lesson: Kristn Punjabi, Barbara Bingham, Dustin Gier, Ashley Robinson, Passion Bradley, Jewell Jackson, 

Daniel Weaver, Janna Smith, and Kelly Anderson. All of our contributors work with the children of Oklahoma 

City’s inner city. Thank you for the time you have invested in these children. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
All Large Group or Small Group activity visuals or supply items followed by an asterisk ( * ) may be 

downloaded for printing at www.novoministries.org/resource.
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JESUS CASTS OUT A DEMON (BIBLE STORY - MARK 9:14-29)

Visuals 
• Bible Story Visuals*, Cheer and Boo Signs* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group*, hat, Press badge, toy or real microphone 

Captivate #1 - Cheer! 

• Choose one child to hold the “Cheer” and “Boo” signs. Throughout the Bible Story have the child hold up 

the sign that fits with what is being said. This will help the children focus on the story and also identify the 

positive and negative aspects of the story. 

Captivate #2 - News Flash! 
• Recruit a child or leader to be the reporter covering a news report on the Bible Story. Give the volunteer 

something to use as a microphone. You also could have the volunteer wear a hat with a “Press” card tucked 

in it or wear a “Press” badge. This activity will work best if the volunteer is given time to practice in advance. 

Introduction 

• Jesus had been on a mountain with Peter, James, and John. When they came down from the mountain, they 

found the disciples with a crowd around them arguing with the scribes, who were the Jewish record-

keepers. When the crowd saw Jesus, they were amazed and ran up to greet Him. 

Story 
• Retell the story from Mark 9:14-29. 

• See Bible Story Script. 

Conclusion 
• The father had pleaded with Jesus to heal his son. He told Jesus that he believed but also asked Him to 

help his unbelief. Jesus protected the boy by casting out the demon so it could no longer hurt him. Jesus is 

the Protector!  

TESTIMONY 

• Share about a time Jesus protected you from great harm. 

• Share about a time Jesus gave you the boldness to help someone in need; He sent you to protect them.
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CHALLENGE

Visuals 
• Key Point Visuals*, Power Phrase Visual*, Memory Verse Visual* 

Supplies 

• Bible, Bible Insert for Large Group* 

Introduction 

• In our Bible Story, we learned how Jesus cast out the demon from a little boy. The boy could not speak, and 

the demon sometimes threw him to the ground and made him foam at the mouth and grind his teeth. It 

sometimes even threw him into fire and water to try to kill him. When Jesus rebuked the demon, it left the 

boy. Jesus then took the boy in His arms and stood him up. Jesus had protected the boy and freed him from 

the demon! 

Key Points 
Jesus is always with us! 

• Jesus is always with us! 

• Jesus promises to never abandon His children. He is there with us when we face troubles. If we cry out to 

Him, He will deliver us. 

• Psalm 107:28, “Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them from their distress.” 

Jesus protects us from our enemies! 

• God promises to protect us from our enemies. Our enemy is Satan, who wants to harm and destroy us. 

Satan cannot defeat those who love God. No matter what difficulties we may face on earth, he can’t steal 

our faith or our eternal home with God in Heaven. 

• John 10:28, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand.” 

Jesus gives us strength to go through troubles! 

• Sometimes God gives us a way of escape; other times He gives us the strength and boldness to fight and 

have victory over our enemies. And sometimes He gives us strength to walk through devastation and loss. 

• Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”
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CHALLENGE (CONTINUED)

Conclusion 
Jesus promises to protect us. No matter what we face, He is there and will walk with us through it. He doesn’t 

promise we won’t go through difficult times, but he does promise we won’t go through them alone and they 

won’t destroy us. Our hope and faith are in God, and our eternal home is in Heaven. Jesus is the Protector! 

Invitation 

For the unsaved child: 

• Are you ever afraid and wish there was someone who was always with you who would protect you? Jesus 

wants to be your Protector. He promises that He will never leave us. Because of Jesus, we can admit we 

have sinned and ask Jesus to be the Lord of our lives (Romans 10:9). 

• Invite the children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions or would like to ask Jesus 

to forgive their sins and be the Lord of their lives. 

For the saved child: 

• Jesus is always there for you. He sees the difficult things you face. All you have to do is ask, and He will 

help you. Who do you know that needs to know that Jesus is there for him and will protect him? Take the 

time to tell that person about Jesus. 

• Encourage children to stay behind and talk to a leader if they have any questions.
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PROTECTION (ARRIVING ACTIVITY) 
Visuals 
• Picture of a football player* 

Instruction and Application 

• As the children arrive, show them the picture of the football player. Ask the children if they have ever played 

or watched football. Why do the players wear so much protective gear? What would happen if they didn’t 

wear all that gear? They wear the gear because football is a very rough sport, and they would get hurt more 

often without any protective gear. 

• Today we are going to learn what kind of protection we need and who will protect us. 

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 10:28a, “I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish.” 
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ENDLESS (MEMORY VERSE) 

Visuals 
• Memory Verse Visual*, Illustrated Memory Verse Visual*, Picture of a video game with endless lives* 

Supplies 

• Bible, bubbles 

A.G.A.I.N. Acrostic 

A — Attention Grabber (Grab their attention with an interesting introduction and don’t let go!) 

Ask the children if they have played a video game. In some games you have endless lives, because even if 

you die in the game, you don’t really die. Instead, you “respawn” or are given another chance to start over. 

Today’s Memory Verse says that Jesus protects His children from death and truly gives us endless life in 

Heaven! 

G — God’s Word (Show them that the concept you are teaching them comes from the Bible.) 

John 10:28a, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.” 

A — Awareness (Make them “aware” of the words and concepts.) 

Give — to bestow a gift, to supply or present to someone 

Eternal life — living without an end, lasting forever, living in Heaven 

Not perish — not be destroyed or ruined, never die 

I — In Their Lives (Teach them to apply the lesson “in their lives.”) 
Unsaved child (questions to ask an unsaved child) 

How can you have eternal life? Why do you need eternal life? Do you want to ask Jesus to be the Lord 

of your life and be there to protect you? 

Saved child (questions to ask a saved child) 

How does Jesus protect you? What promise does our Memory Verse give you? Why is this promise 

important? 

N — Number of Times (Repeat the content again and again until the children understand it.) 

Read from Scripture. Repeat after me. Play the Memory Game three or four times. 

Memory Game 

Play Bubble Pop. Select a child to blow bubbles. As the bubbles float to the ground, have the team try to say 

the Memory Verse together (not racing) before the last bubble pops. The children should keep saying the 

verse until the last bubble pops. Start out saying the verse slowly; then speed up each time you say it. This 

makes the game more exciting and challenging.
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PROTECTOR (GOSPEL PRESENTATION) 
Visuals 
• “What’s the Solution?” and “What’s Your Choice?” Foundational Gospel Truths Visuals*, Picture of Heather 

Ferguson* 

Supplies 

• Bible, paper, writing tools, mirror 

Instruction and Application 
• Heather Ferguson grew up in a very abusive home. She often feared that her father would kill her. He had 

pulled a gun and threatened her and her sister numerous times. He had even broken Heather’s leg in a fit 

of rage. One day fearing he would kill her mother, Heather ran to the neighbors to call the police. Wendell 

and Diane were caring people who told Heather and her sister about Jesus and watched out for them. 

• Her father had left, but not for long. One day, he came back with his girlfriend and kicked Heather, her sister, 

and her mom out of the house. They lived in their car for almost a year. Eventually, Heather’s mom was able 

to find a lawyer who would represent her for free, and they were able to get their home back. 

• When Heather was eight years old, she asked Diane if she could go to church with her. Heather always 

knew there must be someone looking out for her, because she should never have survived the abuse she 

experienced. When Heather went to church, she realized it was God all along Who was with her, protecting 

her. She made the decision that day to ask Jesus to forgive her sins and be the Lord of her life. She went to 

church regularly and grew as a believer.  

• Heather says she wouldn’t trade anything that happened to her because it made her who she is. She has a 

very compassionate heart. She holds no bitterness or anger. Instead, she realizes that if Christ could be 

beaten beyond recognition and still ask His Father to forgive His abusers, she needs to forgive her abusers 

as well.  

• Heather honors God in all she does and shares the love of Jesus with everyone she encounters. She is 

raising her boys to know and love God, too. They serve together weekly at the Food Bank and Novo.  

• Just like Heather, we need to realize that Jesus paid the price for our sins and it is only through Him that we 

can receive forgiveness (2 Corinthians 5:21). Use the “What’s the Solution?” Visual to review. 

• Heather made the choice to ask Jesus to forgive her sin and be the Lord of her life (Ephesians 2:8-9). She 

also chose to follow Jesus’ example and forgive others. Use the “What’s Your Choice?” Visual to review. 

Discussion 
• Older Team: Have the children discuss how hard it is to forgive others when they have hurt us. What can we 

learn from Jesus’ example? 

• Younger Team: Have the children take turns looking in the mirror and saying, “Jesus died for me.” 

• Quiet Team: Have the children write the word protect vertically on their paper. Then have them write ways 

God has protected them and is with them during difficult times. 

• Active Team: Have the children in pairs play Rock, Paper, Scissors. The winner shares what it means to her 

that Jesus died on the cross for her. 
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FLASHBACK (REVIEW QUESTIONS) 
Supplies 
• Review Questions* 

Large Group Story Review Questions 

• What were the disciples and the scribes arguing about? (The disciples were unable to cast out the demon 

from the boy.) 

• What happened when the demon possessed the boy? (He couldn’t speak, he would shake, fall to the 

ground, and foam at the mouth.) 

• How had the demon tried to destroy the boy? (By throwing him into fire and water) 

• What was Jesus’ response when asked if He could heal the boy? (All things are possible for one who 

believes.) 

• What was the father’s answer? (I believe! Help my unbelief!) 

• What did Jesus say to the demon? (You mute and deaf spirit, I command you to come out of him and never 

enter him again!) 

• What did the demon do? (It shook the boy, and then left him.) 

• What did the people think happened to the boy? (They thought he was dead.) 

• What did the disciples ask Jesus? (Why they couldn’t cast out the demon) 

• What was Jesus’ answer? (This kind of demon cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.) 

Discussion Questions 
• How has the devil tried to destroy you? 

• How important is prayer in how we battle the devil in our lives? 
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TURTLE (CRAFT) 

Visuals 
• Craft sample* 

Supplies 

• Turtle Template* (one per child), googly eyes (two per child), glue, scissors, coloring tools 

Instruction and Application 

• Give each of the children a Turtle Template and have them color and cut out all the pieces of the turtle. 

Have them glue the eyes onto the head of the turtle. Then have them cut along the dotted lines on the shell 

and glue the flap inside as shown on the craft sample. Finally glue the legs onto the turtle. 

• Remind the children that today we learned that Jesus is the Protector. He protects us just like the shell of 

the turtle protects the turtle.  

• Review the Memory Verse with the children. John 10:28a, “I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish.” 
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WHAT’S THE POINT? (APPLICATION ACTIVITIES) 
Supplies 
• “What’s the Point?” card*, paper, writing tools 

Activity #1 

• Give each child a “What’s the Point?” card. Have the children write what they learned about how Jesus is 

the Protector. Next have them fill out the “Put it to action!” portion by writing something they can do this 

week to apply what they learned. How can they trust God to help them, protect them, and give them 

boldness to do what is right? 

Activity #2 
• Have the children take turns acting out different scenarios where they can tell others about how Jesus can 

protect them. If you have a group that is more quiet, you could choose to have them draw a picture instead. 

NOW WHAT? (ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY) 
Supplies 

• Additional Activity #1: Coloring Page* 

• Additional Activity #2: Hidden Word Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #3: Dot-to-Dot Activity Page* 

• Additional Activity #4: The Big Take Away Key Chain* 

Instruction and Application 
• These activities are to be used with your team as time fillers while reinforcing the lesson concepts. The 

children can take these home each week or do them while they are listening to you teach during Small 

Group. These activities require little to no explanation and can be great for moments when you are 

transitioning or don’t have time to start another activity. 
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